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B:RFORE ::BE P..AILROAD COL:laSSION OF T!iZ'STATE OF CALI:s'O?.m:A. 

) 
I:a. t~e Matter of the App11ce.tion of th& ) 

~ONE WATER COUPAtcr ) 
for ~utnority to increase the rates for ) Application No. lO33-~. 
water supplied to the unincorp9ratcd ) 
village of Mentone e.:od contiguous terri- ) 
tory. ) 
--------------------------------) 

Earl E. Finch for app11cs.nt. 

P:I TID: COlDfiSSION: 

o ? I N ION. 

Mentone We.ter Com:pe.ll7, a. corporatioll, asks author1,ty 

to increase its rates for domestic vt.ater service sn~pliod to co~

~rcmors in the viciJ:J.i ty of llcntone, san Bema.:rd.1no County. 

The application s.lleges in effect tile. t the pre sen t sehed'\lJ.e 

of rates does not yield suffici~t revonne to meet maintenance aDd 

operating expenses, depreciation annuitY', and a. fair return upon 

the investment. 
A. public hear1l:lg in this :cs.tter was held before Examiner 

Williams at ::ted.la.nds. All of applicc.nt's cons'WIlers were duly 

notifed. ana given an opportunity to a~pes.r ~ be heara. 

Reference is =ade to Cocmission's Decision ~o. 5016 for the 

history of the COtl~ end. a. description of the system. A.pp1icant 

now serves a.bout 86 co:r:.sumers, of whom. 75 are metered. Tho present 

~tes ~rged for ~tcr ~o11vered ere as follows: 

Flat rate for each connection ~er month • • • • 
Metered rate for the first 800 cubic feet 

or less per month • • • • • • • • • - • • • • 
For water used. in excess of 800 cubic feet per 

month~ per 100 c~bic feet • • • • • • • • • • 
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• 1.00 

• 0.075 



M. I. Reed, one o! the Commission's aes1stant engineers, 

submitted a report co~ering the results of a ~ield investigation of 

the system and a study of the utility's records. Th1s re~ort shows 

an est1meted. or1g1.na.l cost of the system. not iIlclua.iIlg water rights. 

of ~14.737.on JUno 1, 1924. A depreciation annUity, c~puted by the 

s1Ilk1Ilg fund method. wa.s fot:nd. to be $248. T".c.e estimated f'a.ture 

revonuo o.t the present ra.tes is ~;l,600 a,nd operating expenses are 
estimated as $1,200 pOl' ~~. 

This company is o~erat~ jointly with the Mentone Groves 

Comp~. which supplies irriga.tion water under priva.te contract to 

the residents of Mentone. while applicant supplies the d.omestic water. 

I:l some cases the pipo lines are used by both cocpanies but ownershi~ 

in these jointly-~sed facilities rests in the ~entone Groyos company. 

The expenses. as sho~tn by app11csnt in its atlll't:e.1 reports to the Com-

mission are so closely inte~ovell ~~th those of the Mentone Groves 

Companr that it is difficult to dete~e the aetual operating expense. 

Applic~t st~tes that the cons~ors of this system cannot ressonebly 
be e~ected to pay a ra.te which will provide a ta1r ret'CJ:'n upon the 

investmont. and tba~ euCh ~ rate is not desired st this .ttme. App11-
• l 

cant suggestea that the rate of $1.50 per month for l500 cubiC feet 
, 

(.lJld. 5 oents for each s.d.d1 t1o.%l$.l 100 cubic feet ',':orud return to the 

company sufficient revenue, to pay opera.tiDg expenses SJlO. depreciation. 

This rate is less than the charges no~ in effect, prov1~ed cons~ers 

USG more t~ 1500 cubiC feet ~er month, and is not unreasonable for 

the servicerenaer&d. 
OR-DE?. 
~- .... ---

Meutane ~ater Company9 a corporation. having applied to 

the Bsilroad. Commissian for e:o,tho=i ty to increa.se the rates for water 

supplied to conS'O::lers in the vicinity of Mentone, San 'BertJ.tl.:r:d.ino Cou:c.ty. 

{.L public hearing having been held thereon. the matter having been sub-

mi~ted, and the Commission beiDg now !'ally a.dv1sed in the matter. 
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IT IS H:F...toSBy POUND ~ .A FACT the. t the ra. t e s now charged. 

or Mentone water Company, a corporation. sro unjust and ~e~~onab~e 

ill so f.o.r as they d.iffor from the rates herein ecto.olished ~ tbAt 

tho ratos heroin established are just ~ reasonable r~tes to be 

charged for the service rendered to con~ers. 
Basing the order upon teo foregOing find1ng~ of tact and upon 

the statements of fact set forth in tAt) ;preeeding opinion, 
IT IS HEREBY OEDE3ED that Mentene water Comp~, ~ corpora-

t1on, be end it is hereby directed to file vdth this Commission on or 

before September 30, 1924, the follow~g schedule of rates to be 

c:bs.rged for all water delivered. t<> conS'tlmers so.csequent to tbat d.ate: 

FLAT UTE. 

Monthl~ flat rate for damcstic service ••••• $1.75 

Monthly charge for l500 cubic feet or less. •• 1~50 
For ecCh additional 100 cubic feet. per ~onth • .05 

T".a.e effective d.a.te of this order is herear f:txed as 

Octooer 1, 1924. 
Dated. at San Fr~c1sco, california, tl:.is 12 1Z- de::; of 

September, 1924. 


