Decision Ne. /<40 7.3 .
3EZPCRE THE RAIIROAD COLZLISSION OF TEZ STATE QF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the Application
0f the 3Board of Supervisors of
the County of los ingeles, State
0f Cdlifornis, for vermission to Application No. 9896.
install = grade crossing over

tae tracks of the Southern Pacifie
Rodlroad at llarket Street, Newhall.

Re Purdum, for Applicant.

vie Mielke, for Soutnern Pacific Companye.

2. Berryman, for Los Angeles Comnty Grade
Crosaing Committes.

3¥ TEE COLQLISSION:
YION

Ir thls spplication the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Los Angeles regumest permission to consitrucet llarket
Street at grade across Southern Pacific Company's tracks in the
town 0f Newhall, Los Angeles, County, Californis.

A pudlic nesring was held in this spplication before
Examirer Willisms at Los Angeles, August 7th, 1924.

Yewnall is an unincorporated town, situsted on the

State Highway, between Los Angeles and Bakersfield, and also on

Sountaern Pacific Company's mein line between Los Angeles and Saugus,
being thirty-one (31) miles northwest of Losc Angeles oxn the reil-
road. Southern ZFacific Compony's tracks pass through Newhall in

& northwesterly and southeasterly direction, dividing the town in
such & way that practicslly all the development of The town 18 on

the west gide of the track, including the post office, churches,

Schools, town hall, and 2ll the business establiskments, the de-
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velopment or the east side ol the track consisting of dwellings

and ranch bdbuildings. The population of Newhall is estimated at

one thousand (1,000), of whicha some twelve (12) families roeside

esst of the railroad.

iarket Street 1s the main easterly and westerly street
02 the town of Newhall, oxtending from Chestnut Street t0 Arch
Street. In this distence it passes tarough the main dusiness
centar of the towrn and is the onlg;22reet that crosses the Southe~
ern Pacific tracks. though the ilarket Street crossing has ax-
isted for over Zorty (40) years, the Coumnty records fodl t0 show
that the County bas ever obtaired an ¢asemernt from the raflrod,
permitting thiz to be used a8 = public crossing. Iliarket Street
cxrosses at grade over three (3) tracks of Southern Pacific Come
peny, viz: their main line, @ passigg track and a house tracke.

The necrest public c¢crossing over the railrozsd to the
southeast of lMarket Street is the State Eigawey crossing, located
between Second and Third Streets of Newhsll, a distance of some
1,630 feet, while the nearest vublic grade crossixg to the north-
west of llerket Street ic located some 2,450 feot distant. The
evidence shows that practically all of the people residing east
of the track use the ifarket Street crossing in doing their dsily
trading at Newhall. Without this crossing, it world be necessary
for thoss people To travel south to the State Uighway crossing
and then return on tae State Zighway t0 $9whall. This would re-
quire travelling out of their way in sSome instances about one~half
of a mile.

Southern Pacific Comxpany =ppeared to ovpose the granting
of this aprlication, contending that it would seriocusly interfere
with the operation of their trains in that it would reguire cutting

all trains that blocked the crossing for veriods in excess of five

(5) minutes, also that L1f this was mnde & public crossing, it would
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be o very hazardous one, 25 this 1s an important main line. There
are twelve (12) regular psassenger train movements snd eight (8)
regular f{reight traoin movements through Newksll ver day, in addi-
tion to many extra trains. iany of the trains pass there at high
rates of speed. It is very evidert that & vublic crogsing at liar-.
ket Street, ac apvlied fLor herein, will, to s certain extent, in-
terfere with traln operstions, as does the existing crossing, dut
due consideration must be giver tae interests of the peovle of
Newnaall, who depend upor thieg crossing for sn outlet across the
railroed. For them Yo be reguired to discontinue the wse of this
crossing and travel or the State Zighway for = portion of the dis=-

tance Iin going to and from the bhusiness center of the town would

not only be inconvenient but elso somewhat hazardous, as it would

involve crossing the railroad a2t & sharp angle or & heevily travelled
highway. It is spparent thet lsrket Street crossing, as‘applied for,
is g hazardows one, due not only %o the fact that the train move-
ments are freguent and at high retes o2 spead, but also dve to0 the
fact that the view of the crossing is impaired by dbuildings and,
st times, by cears Stanaing on the siding adjacent to the crossing.
This crossing should be protected by means of an sutometic f£lagmen.
It may be that the Comnty of Los isngeles has all the
rights for the mainterance of a crossing at llarket Street that it
seeks but, be that o8 it mey, it sppears that the pyblic convenience
and necessity Justifly the maintenence ¢of & ¢rossing st this point
as the most feasidle and practicsl outlet for the territory served

and that, therefore, this application should be grented.

The Zoard of Supervisors of Los ingeles County having
made applicetion for permissior to construct ilarket Street at

grade acrogs tracks of Southern Pacific Company, in the towm of
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Newhall, Los Angeles County, & public hcering having been held,
the Commission being apprised of the facts, the matter being under
submission end reedy for decision:

IT IS EXEREBY ORDERED, that permission be and it is
hereby granted the Boaerd of Supervisors of Los Angeles Comasty,
State of Califorpie, to construct lMarket Street at grade across
tracke of Southern Facific Company in the towm of Newrhall, Los
Lngeles County, as shovn on the map attached to the Application,
Seld crossing to be comstructed subdbject $o the following condi-
tions, viz:

(1) The entire expense o comstructing the crossing shall
be borne by spplicent. The cost of its maintensnce up to lines
two (2) feet outaide of the outside rails shall be borre by sp-
plicant. The maintenance of that portion of the crossing be-
tween lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shell be
borne by Southern Pscific Compeny.

(2) The crossing shall be comstructed of a width not less
then twenty-four (24) feet and at ar angle of ninety (90) degress

to the railroed snd with gredes of epproech not greater then

four (4) per cent; shell be srotected by suiteble crossing signs

and shell in every wey be made sefe for the passage thereon of
vehicles and other road treffic.

(3) An sutomatic flegmen skall ve installed for the pro-
tection of seld crossing at the sole expense of applicent, said
avtomatic flagmen to be of o type and installed in accordance
with plans or date approveld by the Commission. The maintenence
0f seid flagman shall be borne by Southern Pscific Compeany.

(4) The Commission rescerves the right to meke such fur-

ther orders relative to the locetion, construction, operstion,




maintenance and protection of said crossing a3 to it may seem
rigat end prover and to revoke its permission 1f, in its Judgment,
the »ublic convenience and necessity demand such action.

This order shell become effective three (3) days from

tkhe meking thereof.
/A
Dated at San Fraacisco, Californie, this ZZ day of

September, 1924.

Commicssioners.




