BEFORE THE RAILROAD COLIISSION OF THES STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

Ir. the llatter ¢of the Application

of RICTVICK STAGES, KOZTEERN DIVISION,
& corporation, for s certificete of
public convenience snd necessity %o
oxtend and operate its automobile
stage service as s common cerrier of
passengers and express matter between

Sante Barbara and Long Beach, Calia
Tornian, DYy branching off at Cirard,
California, and extonding 1ta smexrvice

along the Coast through Semte lonice
to San Pedro and Long Beach.

Application No. 9963.
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Warren E. Libby, Lor applicant.

H. W. Xidd and W. O. Schell, for Motor Transit
Coxmpany and Notor Coach Company, protestants.

R. E. Wedekind amd 0. A. Smith, for Pacific
Electric Railwsy, protestant.

H. Z. Gogarty and F. E. Watson, for Southern
Pacific Rallway, protestant.

A. Woods for American Reilway Express,

protestant.
Herry Gee for Topango Stage Line, protestant.

BY TEE COMLIISSION:
| QRINION.

Pickwick Stages, N. D., & corporstion, has made applica~-
tion to the Rallroad Commission for a éerti.fiéate of public
convenience gnd necessity to extend and operste its automo-
blle stage service as & common cerrier of passergers and X~
press matter between Sante Barbare and Long Beach by branche
ing off at Girard, Ce.lifomie.l. end extending its service along
the Coast through Santa Monice to San Pedro and Long Beach.

4 public hearing herein wes conducted by Zxaminer
Williams at I.os‘ Angel es. | .

Applicant, ot the heering, stipulated thet no passengers
would be tremsported between Sante ilonics and the summit of

Topengo Cenyon, whick stipuletion cesused the withdrawal of
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the protest of the Topango Stage line. Applicant also atip-

ulated that it would make its terminal Venice and eliminate
consideration of all points south of Venice. Upon this stip-
uletion, proteats of the lotor Trarsit Company and the lotor
Coack Coupany were withdrawn.

A.p;olicant now neintains passenger and express Bervice‘_)
between Santsa Barbers and Los Angeles, via Venturs Boulevard.
Giraxrd is a new commnity, established at the north entrance
to Topange Canyon, sund througk wkhich townsite Ventura Boule~
vard passes. It is applicant's Intention to extend its ser-
vice south from Girard through Topsnga Canyon %o Santa :-.Ic;nica.
snd Venice, contiguous cities. JAppliesnt’s service extends
from Los Angeles to Ssn Francisco vie Saxte Barbara and appli-
cant predicates & portion of its offer of service upon a de-
maxnd for a short and close connectionr between the beach cities
end points north of Girard without the necessity of a journey
east to0 Los Angeles and thexnce north to Girard. A daily
sckedule between Santa Barbare and Santa lMonica is to be es-
tablished, leaving Santa lionica at 9:40 A.M. and srriving at
Santa Barbara, s distance of 102.6 miles, st 2:10 P.l., sServ-
ing intermediately, Girard, Cslabasas, Triunfo, Camarillo,
Oxmard and Ventura. The retuxn trip is to leave Santa Barbers
at 3:40 P..l., reaching Santa Ifonica &%t 8:15 P.lI. The schedule
of fares to be charged is set out in Exhibit B, ard is based
upon the feres charged by applicant for similar distances in
its other operations, with & minimmm charge of 25¢ .

Applicant proposes two rountes, one over the existing Ven-
tura Boulevard to Girsrd and through to Topangs Canyoxr, thence
from the south entrance to Topangs Canyon vie the Ceest High-

way to Santa llonica. The other route proposed is over the pro-
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posed new State Eighway, following the Coast Line from Oxnard

to the southern entrance of Topanga Canyoxr. As this last
route is not available, and will not de for a long perlod,
and is not now traversidle by eutomobile, it will not be
given consideration for the reason that this Commlsaion can~
not preempt future comstruction and use of a publie bighway.
Earry Gee, operating the Topangs Stage Line, produced
as witness for applicant, testified that he has maxy inqui-
riege from persons who desire to go to Sents Berbera or points
north of Girard directly by stege, rather then make the Jour-
ney by rail to Los Angeles, there to take the stage of appli-
cant for the came points via Hollywood and Cahmenga Rass. |
Others, he testified, wished to reach San Fernando Valley
points without the necessity of a similer Journey to Ios
Angeles. Sinilar testimony was given by A. L. Owmmns, Secre-
tery of the Motor Coach Company. Keither witness kmew of in-
quiries for express service. Charles T. Slyfe, & theatrical
man, tesﬂ:i:fied that there was constant shifting of stage hands
ard actors between Beach cities, and particularly between Santa
Monica and Santa Barbara. The service proposed by applicant,

nowever, must be ome that would bring such persons to Sante

Barbara by noon, and the sckhedule proposed dy spplicant would

not, unless changed, meet this requiremexnt.
1rs. Tatie Hodson, who assists her husband in the opera-
tion of local bus lines in Venice, testified that every day
there have been incuiries, sometimes numerously, for stage
transportation directly to the north, elong the Cosst, with- |
out a journey to Los Angeles. She said inquiries had been
made for trensportation to Sante Barbsra, San Iuis Obispo and
Yonterey. Maxy of the inguirers, she testified, were tourists
who did not want t0 mse their own vehicles in driving long
O




distarnces.

Thomes 4. Bacon, employed by the applicant, testified

he ned made an investigation along the rgv.te pr0pqsed. inter-
viewing about two hundred persons, and found from them a de-
nend for the service proposed. Thornton Kinney of Venice,
tostified that there is e demand for a direct service to the
north by way of Topange Cenyon, tavse avolding & journey to
Los Angeles snd %the congéstion incident to traveling through
Cshuenge Pass. J. C. Steele, cha..*\xma.n of tze council of
Suntea ilonica, testified thg,t ne was faniliar with a genersal
demand for direct tranmsportation to the north, and with use
0 the services propqsed would save about s helf day's time
betweez; Sante Monica and Santa Barbara. The witness testi-
fied fhat he frequently goes to Santa Barbara and uses his.
own vehicle a zmajority of the times, because to-..regch Santa |
Barbara hc must journey by ::ail, leaving Santa llonica at. .
6:30 A.2., to Los Angeles, thence by trsin at 8 o'clock_fo :
Santa Barbarsa, arriving et 11 Aell. This, he said, would save
o substantial emount of time and the passenger avoid the neces-
sity of carxrying baggase and being transferred from one depot
to another.

Protestents, Southern Pacific Railway and Pacific Zlec-
tric Rai;way. througa the testimony of F. E. Wetson, General
Passené'gf cE‘.’ Souvhern Pacific Rellwy, and Zxhibits filed in
comnection with his testimony, showed thet the two roads, by
& combination, meintained five services deily bdetween Santa
Barbara and Ocean Park and Venice, via Los Angeles; between
Sen Frencisco and Ocean Park vie Los ingeles, over both sys-
tems, ninp trains in cach direction sre ma.inta.in_ed.; four

trains, each way, serve local »oints between Santa Berbars
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and Los Angeles. Rates-of the protestant Southern Pacific vis
Los Angeles from Santa Barbsra to Ocean Park and Venice arxre
higher on & ome-way basis ther those proposed b'j epplicant,

~ but lower on & round-trip bdasis or season and lé-day tickets;
the only romnd-trip fare .propose& by applicant being 'betweeﬁ
Sents Barbsra and Santa Wonica. It is the testimony of Iir.
Watson that some of these train comnections accomplish the
distance between Santa Barbara smd Ocean Park in four hours
and forty-three mirutes, including the time elapsed between
transfer to and from the Pacifie¢ Electric. In addition,

Yr. Wetson testified that it is now proposed to esteblish
four trips daily between Senta Ilfonice and the'Southe‘?n Pacifie

Depot £or the purpose of comnecting with arriving and depari-

ing Scuthern Pecific trains. Similar service is now mein-
tained bdetween I.éng Beach and Pasadens and the Southern
Pacific station. With this service ostabliched, passengers
conld check baggage from or To thelr homes in Santa llonica
for connection with the 7:45 or 8 oTclock A.ll. local trains,
or the 7:45 snd 8:30 P.X. locsl trains. |

A full and careful considerstion of the testimony pro- |
duced in this proceeding does not convince us that the éppli-
cant heroein has mede a satisfuctory or poeitive showing of
the necessity for the service proposed by it. The witnesses
introduced were not fregquent or probabtle users of s‘uch & ser-
vice and their testimony is not of the character to justify
ectabliskhment 0f o service competitive with the ﬂexisting i-ail
service, especially in view of the failure of applicant to
show the inedequacy or inefficiency of this service., Irme,
it may be desirable foxr some to Journey dirgct by staée via.‘

Ropanga Canyon to points north of Girard, but the ‘tesfimony
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of applicant was confined almost wholly to heer-ssy in and
about Santa lionica, and no need was shown for service to ox
from Girard or any points nortk, except Santa Barbara.

In view of the proposed izmprovement in service by the
Pacific Electric Rallway, in conmnection with the Southern
Pacific service, which will afford direct depot conmection
without 1e-handling baggage, snd shorten the time scheduls,
we are of the opinion that the service of protestants is
and will be adequate.

If it is recessary 1:9 min‘cain a stage operation bé-
tweon Santa lMonica and Girard, for the purpose of commecting
with applicant's system, & snort extension of the service now
maintained by the Topsnga Canyon Stage Line would asccomplish
the commection, although it would involve a trancfer at
Girard. |

Upon the record made herein, we find as & i;a.ct that
pablic convenience and necessity do not require the service

propé sed by a.pplica.nt.

Pickwick Steges, X.D., hé.v:.ng nade cpplication for a
coxtificate of pudblic convenience and necessity to extend
ites service by establishing throcugh service between Santsa
Barbara and Venice, wvia Girard, & public \heaa:ing having been
held, the matter having been duly submitted and now being
ready for decision, |

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
beredy declares that public convenience and necessity do

not require the service proposed by applicant amd . |

e
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m - U DIRY DYDY Y \ .
IT IS HuR=RY CRDLRED hut the applicaclo

bo end the samo horedby is denioed.

Duted at Sun2 Jrancisco, Culifornis, thi

Septexber, 1924.




