Decigion No. /Y S/ L .

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

)

In the matter of the application of the )

CITY OF DELANO, & municipal corporation, ) . i
for permission to construct a crossing IV TRTRE R SN N
upon & public street over and acrocs the ) WVLul wvdudliuls
right of way and the main line of the ; ipplication No. 10272.
)
)
)
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Southern Pacifice Railroad Couvany, &
corporation, and the Southerr Pacific
Company, a corporation, wituin the
incorporated limits of the City of Delano,
County of Kern, State of California. B

Mrs. C. 0. Bettys, City Attorney, for spplicant.
¥r. C. P. Donnatin, for Southern Pacific Company.

BY TEE COMIISSION:

CPINION

Iz the above entitled applicsation the City of Delano
ask permission to construct Fourth Avezue, which to the east
of the track is known as the Porterville Highway, at grade
across Southern Pacific Company's tracks.

A public hearirg was held in this matter, before
“xsminer Williams in Delano, September 8, 1924. It was stipu-
lated by 8ll interested parties that the records in Application
No. 5896 and Application No. 7407, im so far as relevant, be
congidered in evidence ir the present proceeding. Applicant
herein sought the same authority in both Application No. 5896
and Aipplication No. 7407 as applied for in this proceeding
now pending before the Commission. In Decision No. 8276 dated
October 25, 1920, in Application No. 5896, applicant herein
was granted permission to comstruct Fourth ivenue at grade
across Southern Pacific Company's tracks, contingent upon the
closing of the existing public grade orossing at Fresno Street
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in the City of Delano. Applicant, however, never exercised
this option. Application No. 7407 was denied by the Commission
ip 1te Decision No. 11448 doted December 29, 1922.

The City of Delano is situated in the north central
portion of Kern County, having a poyulation of approximately
2000, The district in and around Delano is practically level

with fertile land, although neturally rsther dry snd produces !

good sgricultural crops with the spplication of water. The
principal crops raised in this vicinity are mellons, grapes,
cotton, lettuce and forsge crops. This ¢ity has shown a markéd
growth during vhe past few yearS.
Southern Pacific Compeny's trscks run through the
City of Delano in & mortherly and southerly girection, dividing
the town in sbout equal parts with respect to area, the rail-
road being loceted between Sth Street on the east, which is the
paved State highway and 7th Street on the west. The business
center and the greater portion of the.developed agricul@ural
1end in and adjacent to Delsno lies east of the Southern
Pacific tracks.
The prosent public orossings in Delsno are sit~

" gated in the northexn portion of the town; named in the order
of their location begimning with the most northerly one, sre
s8 follows: Cecil Street, 13th, 12th and 11th Avenuesa. The
distence bwtween Cecil Street, which is nesr the north houndary
of the City snd 13th ivemme, is aboudb 1200 feet. The other
crossings are 480 feel spart. In addition, to these crossings
the State Highway crosses Sowuthern Pacific Company's tracks
immedistely soutk of the City 1imits, which is approximately
7000 feet south of the Cecil Street crossing. The crossing
applied for herein 1S located approximately 3200 feet south
of 11tk Avenme snd 1300 feet north of. the State Highway cros~
sing to the south. The principal north and south street of
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Delano is 9th Street, while the prineipel cust and west high-

way is llth ivenuws. fTre proposed crosgsing will offer s con-
necting link between the Porterville Zizhwdy, waicz 1s a paved
roed extending eesverly vo Rorterville and the unpeved county
road oxtending westerly to Zernell.

Southern Pocific Compuny entered en sppesrsnce in this
proceeding &5 & provestant, but later during the khearing, withe-
drew its objections 10 the granting of this spplication.

It would eeem vhat four pudlie erossings in & town
the size of Deleno with an edditional crocsing Jjust outside
the City limits, should provide sdeguate nassSege ways over
troe railrocd. Thne existing erossings, nowever, ore not con-
sistently loceted =0 =& to sarve the greatest convenlence to

the genersl public. It would appoar more ressonsble To open
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eroseing in the southern part of the City and close ome of
the three existing crossings located 480 feet gpart in the
northern portion. Tae closing of one of these crossings,
nowever, is not Justified by the evidence now before the
Commicsion in +vhis proceeding.

I+ is evident that the crossing spplied for nerein
will serve a cartein public convenience in that it will rermit
vehiculer treffic to pass from the Porterville hlghway to the
county roed toward Xernell, without traveling souta to the
Stete Eighwey croesing or north o tae public croseging at
114a Avenue. It will clszo afford & crossing over tae tracks for
vehicular treffic, from the distriet to the east, which is tribu-~
tary to the Porterville Eigawey ond to the gownth, desiring to
resch pocking houses snd other lndustries west of %the tracks and

couth of 11th Avenus. The record chows that & cotton gin hes re-

cently been duilt on the wes? cide of the track near Sth Avenue.

Phe proposed crocsing would be of considercble convenience to this
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industry as the greater vmortion of the cotton is ralsed east ¢f
the railrozd. A representative of the State Highwey Commisgsion
tastified that the Commicssion had recently established a materiel
yexd on the west zide ¢f tas trazcke nesr 5th LAvenus, und that the
proposed crossing, if instelled, would offer easy access to this
yerd. Thg nrovosed crocsing would also be of considerable conven=-
ience to +the stockmen of Delano and vicinity, s the leading cor-
rells are oOn the east side of the track, while a grest many of the
cattle shipped are dbrougnt from the district to the west.

Tourth Avemue, if opened acrosc the railroad, will in-
volve crossing four tracks. Southern Pacifie Company normelly
operate eight rogular pessenger trains snd two regulaxr freight
treins per day over these tracks in éddition %o extra trains.

Yany of these trains pess through Delano at high rates of speed,
tne cpeed limit for passenger tralns being fifty wilas pexr hour.

From the evidence it sppesrs that public convenlence

el necessity werrsnt tas graaving of tois spplication. While the

nroposed erossing wili crecte & omewhat hazerdous condition due
to *he fect the view may be obscured by standing oars with trains
pessing at high rates of epeed, sutomstic protection does not
appear practicsl here. Tis crossing is witain the yerd limits,
vaere, 1if & wigwag were instailed. i1t ghould protect only the main
1ine, otherwise it would be in operstion for aexcessiva periods of
+ime when cars are stored or standing on the sidings. With this

arrangement the movementis on tne sidings would be left unprotec#ed.

Under the present conditions, it does not aprvesr thav the expense
of humen flegmen protection is justified st this time. Therofore,
the oply protection thaet will be preseribed in tae following order

ie the'ordinary erossing signs.




The City of Delano having filed the shove entitled
application with the Commission for permission to construct
Fourth Avenue lotated on the section line.between sections
11 and 14, T. 25 S., Re 25 E¢ Mo Do B« & M. 28 hereinafter
indicated, & public hesring having been held, the Commission
belng spprised of the facts, the matter being under sub-
mission and resdy for decision;

IT IS EEREBY ORIERED, that permission and suthority
be and it is hereby granted to the Board of Trustees of the
City of Delano, County of Kern, State of Californis, to con~
gtruct Fourth Avenme, which to the east of the railroad is

known as Porterville Eighway locsted on the section linme be~

tween sections 11 amd 14, T. 25 S., Re 25 Bo, M. Do Be & M.,

et grade across the tracks of Southerm Pacific Company, 28
ghown by the map attached to the applicetion, sald orossing to
be constructed subject to the following conditions, neamely:

(1) The entire expense of comstxuctirg the orossing
shall be borme by spplicant. The cost of its meintensmce up
to lines two (2) feet outside of the cutside rails shall dbe
barne by the applicant. The msintensnce of that portion of
the crossings between lines two (2) feet outside of the outside
ralls shall be borme by Southern Pacific Company. |

(2) The crossing shell be constructed of & width
not less than twenty~four (24) feet amd st an angle df elghty
(80) degrees to the railrosd and with grade of approach not
greater than two [2) per cent; shall be protected by suitable
crossing signs arnd shall in every way be made safe for the
passage thereon o0f vehicles and other roead traffic.

(3) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days there-
after, notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion
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of the installation of said crossing,

(4) 1If saild oroscing shall not have boen installed
within one yeer from the date of this order, the suthorization
herein granted shall then lapse and become void, unless further
time is granted by subsequent order.

(5) The Commission reserves the right to make such
further orders relative to the locetion, construction, opers-
tion, maintenance and protection of sald crossing as to it
mey seem right and proper and to revoke its rermission, 1%,
in its Judgmert, the public corvenience and necessity demand
guck action.

This orderxr shgll becone effoctive th;ee (3) days
from the meking +thereof.

@thed &t San Francisco, Californis, this Z d
ol Sepleaxhan, 1924,
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éf//ijyf Commissioners.




