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EEFORE ~RE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAt I~ORNIA. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

In the matter of the application of 
NORTEWESTERN PACIPIC RAILROAD COMP~-Y 
for permission to construct a spur 
track across a certain street at grade 
in the Town of Fairfax (unincorporated) 
in the County of Marin, St~te of 

) Applic3.tion No,. 10,385. 
) 
) 
) California. 

--------------------------------) 

Stanley ;.~oore and Ralph ~lf. Falmer, for A'Pp11csnt. 
Henry E. Greer, for County of Marin and Fairfax 

School ]istrict. 
Geo. H. Harlan and Thos. C. Jordan, for Fairfax 

!.utlber Compa.:ay. 
D. M. Willis pro se, protesting. 

'~Il'l1m"1'RS'RY , COH~M'SSIO"'n..'R· 11.1:1 • 'J..J.I_ - ./~ ,j,~""" • 

OPINION -- ... -~-...-
In this proceedin~t The Northwestern Pacific Railroad 

Company ana, by supplemental application, The Fairfax Lumber Com-

pany, re~uest authorization to construct a spur track at grade 

across Main Street (or continuation thereof) in the unincorporated 

town of Fa.irfax, i,Zarin County-
A public hearing was hold in this application in con-

junction with Applications No. 10364 and No. l0386 , the testimo~ 

and evidence boing consolidated for the three proceedings. 

It appears that the necessity or desirability of this 

proposed spur arose out of the double tracking of The Northwestern's 

line between San Anselmo and Manor. At present a spur adjacent to 

the west of existing Single main track, but east of !..!ain Stre.et 
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WhiCh the spur ioes not now cross, serves a small freight shed 

and beyond the shed as ~ te~ traok. It is planned to use this 

spur as a portion of the second main track. It could be main-
ta.1ned in relatively its present position only by looating the 

two main tracks fUrth&r east, but the expense of this is deemed 

prohibitive, and to avoid this excessive cost it is proposed to 

provide a new freight shed west of Main street, to be looated on 
a tract of land aoquired for the pu~ose by the Railroad Company, 

and install a spur across ~ain street, which parallels the rail-

road right of way, to serve the freight house in this new loca-

tion, the Fairfax Lumber Company, which is adjacent to the south 

of this tract of land, and also as a team track. 

At present, care consigned to the Fairf~ Lumber 'Comp~ 

are spotted on the eXisting freight house spur, UDloaded onto 

trucks, which enoro~ch upon Main street, in turning, baoking and 

standing, and then cross the street to deliver into the Lumber Com-

P3.llY" s plant. The proposed spur will enable the Lumber Company to 

do its unloading wholly on ?rivate property, without USing any 

thoroughfare for this purpose.' 
It was established that present freight house facilities 

are inadequate; that such a house is necessary somewhere in the 

ViCinity of Fairf~; that no other location is available exoept 

at ~~cessive coat and at an inconvenient location some distance 

from the business center; that the proposed site is adequate; 
that the presence of trucks in Main S~reet WAlle loading or unload-

ing cars presents hazard and inconvenience to vehicles which the 

proposed spur and freight house would elim1nate; and that the fa-

cilities proposed are desirable irrespect1ve of double-tracking. 

The Board of Supervisors of Marin County of April 8. 1924, 

denied the applicatiOn of The Northwestern to install this crossing, 

and the Fairfax School Distriot also opposed it. The hearing,de-
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",eloped that the bas1s of their op)os1t1on end denial was tha.t 

of increased hazard, particularly with referonce to children at-

tending the nearby school. It would seem that the protestants 

have erred in reaching such a conclusion. It is undoubtedly 

tne that trucks turning a.nd backing all day long in a narrow 

street are more hazardous to passing school ohildren than two or 

three freight cars crossing the street; preoeded by flagman9 

once or twioe a day. The removal of this trn.ckillg entirely from 

the thoroughfare is offset somewhat by some iXl:crease in the num-

ber of vehicles passing al~ng MAin street to reach the new freight 

house, but this 1norease Will be relatively slight. 
The applicants have esta.bl1shed a oase of public' con-

venience and necessity for these facilities, and the following 

form of order is recommended: 

ORDER --- ....... -
The Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company, a corpora-

tion
9 

having made a.pplicat1on for permission to constrUct a apur 

track at gra.de aoross Main street (or continuation thereof}, at 

Fairfax, in the County of uarin, a public hearing having been , 

held, the Commission being a.ppr1sed of the faota, the matter be-

ing under ~bmisa1on and rea~ for decision. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that permission and authority be 

and it 16 hereb1 sranted to The Northwestern Fac1fi~ Railroad Com-

ps.l::ly to oonstro.ot a spur traok a.t gra.de a.oross Main stX'eet (or 

continuation thereof). at Fa1rfax9 County of Marin9 state of Cal-
1t0r.a1a, as shown by the map (EXhibit "A") attached to the app11-

o~tion9 in eo ~ar as perm1seion and authority are neoee8ary~m 

this Commission; said crossing to be conStructed a~bject to the 

folloWing con~1tioDS, viz:-
(1) The entire expense of construoting the crosSing. 

together with the co~t of its maintenance thereafter in good and 
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first-class oondition for the safe and convenient use o~ the publio, 

Shall be borne by a~plioant. 

(2) Said orossing shall be construoted of a width and 

type of conetrnction to conior.m to thst portion of said road now 

graded, w1 th the top of rails flush with the pavement, and with 

grades of a.pproaoh no'c exceeding three (3) peroent; shaJ.l be pro-

teoted by sUitable crossing signa, and shall in ever1 way be made 

sa~e ~or tho passage there over of vehicles and other road traff10. 

~5!!!!: 

(3) Applicant Sha.ll, within thirty (30) days th&reafter~ 

notify thia Commission, in writing, of the completion of the in-

stallation of said orossing. 

(4) If said crOSSing aha.ll not have been installed With-

in one year from the da.te of this order, the authorization herein 

granted shall then lapse and become VOid, unless turther time is 
granted by subsequent order. 

(5) The COmmiSSion reserves the right to make such further 

orders relative to the location, construction, operation, mainte-

nanoe and proteotion-of sa1~ crossing as to it may seem right and 

proper, and to revoke its permission if, in its judgment, the pub-

lic oonvenience and neceSSity demand such aation. 

This order shall become effect1ve two (2) dsys after the 
making thereat. 

The foregoing Op1nion and Order are hereb7 approved and 

ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission 

of the state of Ca11forn13,. .>64' 
Dated at San FranCiSCO, California., thia I/: _ day of 

Jl1~ ,1924. 

Commissioners. 


