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BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COLMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CAL IFORNTIA.

. In the matter of the application of
NORTEVESTERY PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
for permission to comstruct a Spur
track across a certain street at grade
in the Town of Fairfax (unincorporated)
in the County of Marin, State of
California.

Application No. 10,385.
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Stanley Moore and Ralph W. Palmer, for Applicant.

Henry B. Greer, for County of Marin and Fairfax
School District.

Geo. K. Earlan end Thos. C. Jordan, for Fairfax
Iumber Compsanye.

De . Willis pro se, protestinge

WEITTLESEY, COMMISSIONER:
INIOX

Tn this proceeding, The Northwestern Pacific Railroad
Company and, by supplemental spplication, The Fairfox Iumber Com=-
pany, request suthorization o construct & spur track st grade
across Msin Street (or continuation thereof) in the unincorporated
town of Fairfax, Marin Countye

4 public hearing was held in fhis applicat;on in con~
junction with Applications No. 10384 and No. 10386, the testimony
and evidence being consolidated for the three proceadingse

It gppears that the necessity or desirability of this
proposed spur arose out of the double tracking of The Northwestern's
line between Sen Anselmo and Manor. AT present a spur adjacent o

the west of existing single main track, but east of ain Street
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which the spur dces not now cross, 3erves a small fxreight shed
and beyond the shed as 2 team track. It is plamned to use this
spur as & portion of the second main track. It could be main-
tained in relatively 1ts present position only by locating the
two main tracks further east, dbut the expense of this is deemed
prohibitive, and to avoid this excessive cost it 1s vroposed to
provide a new freight shed west of Maln Street, to be located on
& tract of land acquired for the purpose by the Reilroad Company,
and install e spur aoross Nain Street, waich parallels the rail-
road right of way, to serve the freight house in this new loca-
tion, the Fairfax Lumber Compeny, which is adjacent to the south

02 this tract of land, and also as a team track.

At present, cars consigned to the Falrfex Lumber Company

are spotted on the existing freight house spur, unloaded onto
trucks, which encrocach upon Main Street, in turning, backing and
stending, and then oross the street to delivér into the Iumber Com-
vany?s plant. The proposed spur will enable the Lumber Compeny %o
do its wnloading wholly on »rivate proverty, without using any
thoroughfare for this purpose.:

It was established that present freight house facilities
are insdequate; that such & house is necessary somewhere in the
vicinity of Fairfax; that no other location is available except
at excessive cost and et an inconvenient location some distance
from the bdusiness center; that the proposed site is adeguate;
that the presence of trucks in Main Street while loading or unload-
ing cars presents hazard énd inconvenience to vehicles which the
proposed spur end freight house would eliminate; snd that the fa~
cilities proposed ere desirable irrespective of double-tracking.

The Board of Supervisors of lMarin County of April 8, 1924,
donied the application of The Nortawestern to instell this erossing,
and the Fairfax School District 2lso opposed it. The hearing.de=-
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veloped that the basls of their oprosition end denisl was that
of increased hazard, perticularly with reference to children at-
tending the nearby school. It would seem that the protestants
have erred in resching such & conclusion. It is undoubtedly
true that trucks turning and backing all day long in & narrow
street are more hazardous to passing school children than two or
three Preight cars crossing the street, preceded by flagmen,
once or twice a day. The removal of this trucking entirely from
the thoroughfare is offset somewhat by some increase in the num=-
ber of vehicles passing along Mein Street to reach the new freight
house, but this increase will be relatively slight.

The epplicants have established & case of public con-
venience and necessity for these facilities, and the following

form of order is recommended:

The Northwestern Pacific Rallroad Compeny, & coOxrpora=
tion, having made spplication for permission to comstruct a apnr
track at grade across Main Street (qr continuation thereof), at
Feirfax, in the County of lfarin, & public hearing having<peen
held, the Commission being apprised of the facts, the matler be-
ing under submission and ready for decision.

IT IS HEREEY ORDERED that permission and authority be
and it is hereby grented to The Northwestern Pacific Railroed Com=

pany to construct a spur track at grade 4cross Main Street (or

contimmation thereof), at Feirfax, County of Marin, State of Calw
ifornia, &S shown by the map (Exhiblt "A"} attached to the appli-

cation, in so far as permission and aufhority are necessary from

this Commission; said crossing to be constructed subject to the

following conditions, viz:-
(1) The entire expense of conmstructing the crossing,
together with the cost of 1ts msintenance thereafter in good and
-
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first=olass condition for the safe and convenient mse of the publio,
shall be borne by avplicent.

(2) said crossing shall be conmstructed of a width and
type of construction to conform to that portion of said road now
graded, with the top of rails flush with the pavement, and with
grades of approach not exceeding three (3) percent; shall be pro-
tected by sultable crossing signs, and shall in every way be made
safe for the passage thereover of vehicles and other rosd traffic.
I———

(3) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
novdify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the in-
stallation of sald orossing.

(4) If said crossing shall not have been installed with~
in one year from the date of this order, the authorization herein
granted shall trhen lapse and become void, unleas Pfurther time 4is
granted by subdbsequent orderx.

(5) The Commission reserves the right to make such further
orders relative to the location, comstruction, operation, mainte—
nance and protection of said c¢rossing as to it may seem right and

proper, and to revoke its permission if, in its judgment, the pub~-

lic convenlience and necessity demand such action.

This order shall become effective two (2) days after the
making thereof.

The foregoing Opinion aznd Order are hereby approved and
ordered filed as the Oplnion and Ordexr of the Railrosd Commission
of the State of California.

Dated at San Frencisco, Californis, this _{é__day of
, 1924.




