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Decistion No. /& "¢ & .

BERORT TIE RAILR0AD COMIISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOZNIA

In the Metter of the Application of

EL MODENA DOMESTIC WATER COLPAYY, . . 10372,
a corvoration, for ax order guthorliz- Application Fo. 1
" ing incresse 1n rates.

Z. L. Dearing for applicant.

Clyde A. Payne for certain comsumers.

3Y TEE COLZIISSICX:

OPIXIOX

Iz this epplication the EL lodena Domestic Water Compsny,
a corporation, asks permission to establish & schedule of rates
wblch are higher than those at present in effect.

A public hearing in this metter was held before Zxaminer

Willisms 2t Orange after due notice thereol had veen given s0 that

all interested parties might avpesr and be beard.

The water supply of this system is obtained frox & well
owned and operated by W. Z. Flippen, and El Modens Domestic Fater
Company is charged at the rate of 70 cemts per hour of operation
fox the sérvice rendered. The company also owns ten skares of stock
in the Jobn T. Carpenter Water Company, & muitual concern, and makes
use of the supply derived theredy in times of heavy draught or in
case of failure of the Flipren plant.

The water system consists of & conecrete resexrvoir and

gpproximately 18,000 feet of distxibution vipe ranging in size from




1 %o 10 inches in diameter. Domestic water is served to approximate-
1y 100 cozsumers, 35 of whom are metered.

The epplicant submits the sum of $10,162 as the cozt of
the present system, dut no detelied inventory of the plant was sub-
mitted snd 1t is not known whether all of the costs of the proper~
ties have been included in the total presented. X. I. Reed, oxe
of the Commigsion's assistant hAydranlic engineers, made an investi-
gation and submitted a report &t the hearing, in which it wes found

that the reasonable estimated original cost of the property was

$11,236, as of July 31, 1924. A depreciation annuity, computed by

the 6% sinking Zund method, was given as 3161. An estimste of fu-
ture maintenance and operating expemses, not inecluding deprecia-
tion, was shown to be §1,352.

The rates in effect a%t the present time are as follows:

lonthly ®lat Rates:

for oach comneetion, per month . . . . . . . . . $1.00
Jor each head of stock watered, asdditiomal . . . 15
Tor each lawa or garden watered. . .« . . . . . . «25

Monthly Metered Rates:
(EZstablished by this Commission’s Decision No. 6943)

400 cublic feet or less, per month. . . . . . . . $1.00
For use over 400 cudic feet per month, per 100
cubi c feet - - - - - - L ] - - - L ] - - - - - - - » 20

The applicarnt proposes & schedule of rates as follows:

Meter Rates:

For the first 400 cubdic feet or less, per month. $1.25
For use over 400 cudbic feet per month, per 100
cubic feet . . . . « « o« 030

Mlst Rates:

Rermonthe o & v ¢ . v L bt et i e ... . $1.285

Tor each head of stock watered, additiomal . . . 18

For each gerden wetered. . . . . 25 %o $1.00 mo.
For each lawn watered. + . 4 4 4 4 04 04 0. 4w . . . «25 t0 1,00 "

The assessed charge in each case of each lawm or
garden 1o be within the discretion of applicent and
depending upon the size of the lewn or garden and gde-
pending upon the seasor of the Jear. lat rates to
cease automatically whenmever a metered rate is in-
8talled.
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The testimbny shows that there are two water systems oper-
ating in the vicinity of El Modene, namely, the Bond and Jones Watexr
Company and the El lodena Domestic Water Company. Some of the pipe
lines of these companies are parallel arnd this condition necessitates
duplication o pipe lines end increased cepital investment per con-
sumer on each of the systems. Undoubtedly-s.s long as this state of
affaire continwes, the consumers will either have to pay an abnor—
wmally high rate for water service or tae utility will be burdened
with the serving of water at & very low retum upon its investment.
However, this condition can de remedied by the comsolidation of the
two systems, in which case the consumers will pey a reasonadle rate,
Obtain better service and the ownmers of the utility csn odbtain s
more adequate return upon the investment.

A careful consideration of the testimony given at the hear-
 ing indicates that tihls utility is earning neither & ressonsble op-
erating expersc nor'any return upon its investment and that, owing
to the fact that business is competitive, the rates of this mtility
must of necessity be similsr to those of its competitor, the Bond
snd Jones Water Company, or this utility will lose & great deal of

its business on streets where both companies have installed mains.

The E1 lodens Domestic Water Company, & corporation, have

ing wade spplication azs emtitled =bove, & public hearing having beexn
held thereon, the matter having beer submitted sxd the Commission
now being fully informed thereon,

It Te Zereby Touxrd as a Fact thaf the rates now charged

by the Zl Modens Domestic Water Compeny for water delivered to the
consumers in end Iin the vicinity of 21 Modena, Orange County, are
uajust and unresscnable in so far as they differ from the rates
herein estsblished, and that the rates herein established are Just
and reasoneble rates for such service.
3asing tre order upon the foregoing Linding of fact =g
3. 192




woon the statements of fact contained in the preceding opinion,

IT IS EERERY ORDERED thet the =1 Modena Domesilic TWater
Company, & corporation, ve and the same 1s heredby azthorized to
£ile Wwith this Commigsion within twemty (20) daye from the dste OF
this ordexr the following schedule of xates %0 be chérged for water
dolivexred to0 ite éonsumors zubsequent to October 31, 1924:

METERED RATES

Monthly Miniwum Charges:

5/8" meter . . . . e e e e oe o« o $1.25
3/4" meter . . . . . e e e . e . 2400
17 . moter . . . . - = « o & ® 3.00

uaCh of the foregoing montialy mirnimum cherges will
entitle the comsumer %0 the quantity of water whick that
amount 02 money will purchase at the following monthly
metered rates:

Xonthly Meter Rotes:

0 %0 500 cubic feet, ver 100 cubie feet. . $0.25
All over 500 c¢ubic feet, per 100 cu.ft.. . .20

Veters will ve installed either at the option of the
consumer or the utility. If installed at the optionr of
the utility, the cntire cost shall be dornme outright by
the utility. If installed at the option of the consumer,
the cost of the meter shall be advanced by the corsumer o
the utility =xd the amount so deposited shall be returned
t0 the consumer as credits on the monthly bills for water
consumed st the rate of 1/3 of suwchk monthly dills until
the entire amount deposited shall have beer returned.

FLAT RATES

Tor each conmection. . . . . e+ + s o $2.50 por montk.
Por each head of stock, ,dditional . - A5 " "
Dor each private garsge, additional. . 25 " "
For the irrigating of lewns and gardens, '

Per square yard. . .« . 4 0 e o . . - .005;' "

The effactive date of this order ig heredy fiied as O¢cto-
ber 31, 1924. ‘

JA_
Dated ot San Fremcisco, Californisa, 7 dey of

Oc¢ctobver, 1924.




