McS
Decision No. /¢ /L0

BZFORE THZ RAILROAD COLLIISSICY OF TES CALIFORNIA
=-000~=

In the Matter of Application of

SOUTH:RY PACIFIC COLPANY for guthoxrity )

v0 c¢lose agency st Peradise Station,

County of Butte, State of Californie, <ipplication No. 10175
during the period November Llst to July:

3lst, inclusive, of each yeosx.

V.S.4ndrus and L. 2. Young Lor Lpplicant.
4e Lo Dillon for American Raflway Zxpress Company.
C. L. Burkett for residents of ?aradise, 2rotostants.
C. E. Duell for Caico Chamber of Commexce, 2rotestant.
Jas. B. Pesrson, Protestant.
R. L. Brown, Protestant.
Geo. C. Ville, Zrotestant.
B. C. Howe, 2rotestunt.
BY 7E= COMLIISSION:
Q2INION

Southerm Pacific Company, & corpbra}ion, has petitioned
the Railroed Comuission for an order suthorizing tae closing
of 1ts agency stetion at Zsradise in Butte County on its Sacramen%B
Division during the period November lst to July 31st, imclusive,

of each year,

4 pudblic hearing on this application was conducted by

Zxaminer Eandfoxd et Chlco, tie matter was duly submitted and is
now ready for decisfion. |
Applicant allages -that the operation snd m&intenance'of

en sgency stetioa at Peradise during the months Zor which its




closing is requested is anremunerative and is not Justified
by the roevenue derived from the business trunsacted; umd thet
the oporation of the station us a non=-ageney during the months
November %o July,, faclusive, of each year will furnish sdequate
service to;the public wntil such time as the volume of business
offering will Justify the reestsbliszment of enm &gente
tatements filed as exnidits attacked to the spplication
show the following revenue s being derived from business trans-
acted during the yesr ending February 29, 1924z~
Ddickets sold. - $238.00
Less-than—carloa@ Freight
Forwarded - I 762,00
leceived - 4070.00 4832400
Carload Sreight
Porwarded =~ § 6149.00 C
_ Received = 3012.00 9161.00 -

Total $14231 .00

Extibits f£iled at the hearing show the following revenue
88 boing derived from business transected during the yoer ending
July 31, 1924: | ‘

Tickets sold. - - ¢ 104.00
Loss~than~carlosd Freigat

Porwerded - £ 792.00

Receivgd - 3764400 4556.00

Carload Froight
Forwarded - #6097.00 ,
Roceived = 1703.00 78004 00-

POTLL 512460400
During tae nine months period (November to July, inclusive)

in wkich it is proposed to discontinue the &gency the revenue

derived from business trunsected is as follows: -

Tickets sold (9 months of yearly total) $ T7.99
Less~then-carlosd Freigat-

Porwsrded =~ 3 509.00

Roceived = 2529.00 3038.00

Curlood Freight-
Jorwerded - 144.00
Received - 881.00 1025.00

TOTAL 4140499




" The exponse oX malntaining the sgency station for the -

nine montas' period, basod on an uvorage monthly éxpenditufe
0f $126.00 for the 3alary of agent an& £7,00 per month Lfor
supplies, & total of $133.00, zmounts’ to #1197.00.

Bﬁseﬁ on phe soove Ligures the expense of ﬁaint&inipg
the station hes emounted tb’sé.él% of the revemue xeceived
from the ticket seles aad less then carlocd freight, both N
received and forwsrded, which are the i#eﬁéifof'which the ser-
vices of an agent a&e most.réauisité Zor the public. ,'The
cost of maintaining'fhelagehqy emomate to 28.91% of the total
0f &ll rovenue business handlod during the montks in which it is
proposed to closSe ThAé ugency.

The business trecnsacted st Earadise‘Stdtién has shown Y
decrease in reveawre during tne: two yoarly ppfiods for which

stutistics are shown gbove, such decréésés Yeirg expressed in

porcontage &s Lollows:=-
' Zexcent of Decrease

Less—than=-carload 2reight )
Recoived &%
Poxwarded (Increase}. . 4%

Caxrloed Freignt ’ .
Received 43%%
Forwarded ‘ 1%

Qicizet Sales 56%
Total, All Zevenue 12%

The granting of the spplication is protested by resideats:
of Paradise and by tze Chico Chazber of Commerce. '
“vidence wes received Lrom protestents &s to the develop-

zent of the comntry tridutery to Earadise Station and an exhibit
was filed showing fhat & survey of the lund comprised within

the Paredise Irrigeation District had ax srea of 19938.58 acres
on Januwary 1, 1823 oé which 7299.84 acres were mnclesred:s

&nd 2738.74 acres hed been cleared;

e




175 acres were cleared during the celendar yesr 1923 and 150
acres have been cleured during.the rresent yeur. There are
2052439 acres\under'production tae greater proportion. of tae
scresge belng planted with olives, walmuts, ckmonds, pears,
runes snd apples. Smaller acreage 15 devoted 1o berries,
grepes, pesaches, figs and cherries. These protestants ex-
nress thelr fear thet the proposéd closiﬁgvof the agency during
the nize months period of esch yeer will reterd ire growta of
the comﬁnnity but oXfer no substantiel reasor why the fraific '
and revenue heve decressed to a basis that no longer Justifies

the maintensnce of ax agency.
The Chico Chambor of Commerce filed & rem lution.pro-

testirg the discontinunance of an agency'during the rine months
period of each year on the basis that the territory tridbutary.

to Rarsdise Station is rapidly developing &s a Lruit producing
section ond 13 of incressing importance as &’'anipping center,
and thet the proposed closing of the agoncy statiorn would re-
taxd the advancement 02 the Paradise section of Butte County.
o Ve have given carefﬁl”consideration to the evidence and
exkibits as éresented in this proceeding, especially sus té

the statements o2 fhe protestents. The record, however, clearly
shows thet the business offered for transportaton through this -~
agency is decreasing snd Tihst the ¢ost of meinteining an agent,
rarticulerly during the months in waick the closing'of the |

agency is requested, is uwnrecsoncble and is not Justified by

tae volume of business trensscted and the continued mainténanca'
of en agency station during such months vorld vlace an ﬁn—
warranted burdez on the public and the petrons of the applicant

in that & preferentisl comdition would be accorded the vetrons

of Peradise Station in the msintenance of an agency station when

de




Tae expense of so maintaining it did nof result in & rceson-
&ble patronzge being furnished by the traffic oLfexring Lor
transportation.

e are of the opinion &nd herebylfind a3 a féct thst
the tusiness transacted at Paredt se Stetion ciuéing the months
Novembér to July, Lnclusive, of esch year does mot justify the
zeintenance and operstion of an agency station during such
months end that the epplication shouwld be granted in accoid&nce

with the £ollowing order.

0Q2DER

4 public nearing having been held on the sbove entitled
”nroceeding, toe matter having been duly submitted azd the Come
mission being now Lully advised and besing its order on the
Linding of fact as aprearing in tae opinion preceding this
oxrder, |

IT IS ZEREBY QRDZRED thet applicent, Southern Dacific
Compgnjl'a corporation, ve and it rereby is antﬁor;zed to dis-
continue the msinterance gn& opveration of its agency station of
Paradise in Buﬁte Céunty on its Secrsmento Vivision during the
'months of November to July, inclusive, of'each yoer, - exd during
such months to maintain and operste zuch station 43 & non-sgoncy
station and such status to nereafter continue watil the further
order of tais Commission.

7R
Dated &t San Jrancisco, Coliformia, this Z day of
Qctober, 1924. ’

////,—fCBEmlsszoners
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