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B3EF025 TEE RAILROAD COLLISSION 0F THX STATE OF CALIFORNI:

=000=

In the Natter of the application of )

VISALIA ZELECTRIC RAILR0LD COLRANY,

4 corporation, to discontinue its sipplication Xo. 10451
pessenger 3ervice. : .

Dower & LicRadzean by Deniel MeFadzean
For ipplicant.

Prenk Lambersor for Woodleke Boarxd of Qrade,
Protestant.

Sarl i. Bagby for il. . iskin Stage Compeny and
Sequoie Iationel Park Stege Company.’

3Y TEX COIIISSION:
' Q2INIONXN

Viselis Zlectric Rellroad Compeny, & corparation, has
petL tioned the Railroad Commission for an order suthorizing

the cntire discontinmsnce o2 pagsenger service over its line
of railroed.

4 pudlic nearing on this application was conducted by
“xexiner Eandford at Visalia st waich time the petter was
duly submitted for decision. |

applicant alleges thut it hss heretofore operated pas-A
senger train service between viselie, Woodlake end Bderwood
via ZxXeter and Lemon Cove, all in Tulare County; that the

revenue derived from the operation of such bssenger serviee

18 insufficient to pay the operating costs of such service;

thet tho sctusl loss to the applicant Zor more then two end

one-half years lest vpast has been in excess of $9C,000.00
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per annunm; that t%e appli cant's line of rallroad is short

and does not ezceed twenty-six miles 1n lengta, that the
line 13 in constant competition vAth prxvate’y owned auto -
mobiles and tnat thore is noybrosnect that the nasaenger f
sexrvice over tre linc will ever 1nc*ease. '

Witnesses for annlicent testified g to the character
of operation. th_t nad been glven since passenger business wes
first 1n&ugurated .nd that the onerating revexues nad never
~equelled the cos* of service th&t reductions in screduwled '
uervice or increases in rates as sranted by tne Unlted States
xail~oad Admlnlutratlon during the world wer veriod had bota
Zalled o return revenue anbroxmmauing the oneratzng cost.

Stetements Tiled by applicant as exnibits et the heor
. ing ehow tae foliowiné results from passenger oOveration Lor

the veriods nsemed:

Yeaf éhding' Year ending Six lionths ond=
Dec, 31,1922 D6ce 81,1928 ing June 30,1924

PASSENGER REVENUD , =

From irsnsporlta- . _ :
tion $16782.32 . $14998.51 5179448
Zrom Other QOpoxa~ = - - - -

tion 365,40 382.73 195.14

Operating Cost 70427 46 ' 65798.,75 = 35273,08

Deficit o 53279 74 T 50417.51 3 zeees 46
The dotail of the ste tements from wkich the sbove re-
capitulation was éompiled show that all items waich could be -
directly cllocated to the pasaeﬁger'btsiﬁess khave been so
cherged i &3 to items common to both pessenger srd freight
bucsiness thut & segregation aus been'ma@e Wherever-possible on

& car mile basis. The segregation of expense as to items
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not diregtly churgosble to passenger service has been mude on

on arbitrery besis vut in sccordance with estebvlished pructice.
The revenue Zrom p&ssengor business, &S shown by & graphic

caart filed by the epplicant at the zoaring, aas decroased

2lmost uniforuly Zrom & total of epprozimately 554,000.00 in

the year 1912 %o & total of approximately $15,000.00 in the

youxr 192%. 'ho docroase in rovonuc is attridutod by the

Gereral Manuger of spplicent company to nave been caused almost

entirely by tae constantly increasing use of privately owned
automoviles there being no sutoxmovile stage cozpetition except-
ing between Viselie and Zxeter and such competition not being
intounsive &s regerds the locel business between suck points.

The genersl financial condition of the apnlicent is not
good, the annumel report for tae year ending Decexber 31, 1923
&s flled with this Commission showing an accumulated deficit of
$1,679,469.51. ”

Tho graxting of the application ia'p;otestod by the
residents of Woodlake princivally on the besis of the inconvenience
that will be csused such comrunity by intérference with the
. handling of United Ststes Lail. The discontinmance of pasgenger
service will undoubtedly result in the 2ostoffice Departuent
making otoer arreangements for the carriazge of the meil and parcel
post and the haudling of suck nodl matter is one over which
this Commisal on hes no authority or Jurisdiction.  The limited
emowat of passenger business heretofoxe scexuing to the ape-
plicant's railroad from this community or fronm the eatire ter-
ritory served does not Justifyf& continuance of the service whick
hes resulted in the very comsiderable snd repidly increasing
doficit,.




After full comsiderstion o sll the evidenco =nd ex-
hidits as presented in this proceeding we.are 0f the opinion
end hereby f£ind as s fact that the continued operation of
pﬁssenger service on the lines ;f the apyplicent is not Jjustified
nor 4oea the puolic convenlionce am@ necezsity require suweh ¢on~
tinuved operation it being apparent thut the cost of passenger
trafin service fur exceeds the revenue derived teerefrom and
there being no present or Zuture prospect of any additional
traffic which xight be develoved to an extent Juatifying the
cost of operation. '

ORDER

4 public hearing having been held in the above entitléed

procesding the matter aaving been duly suomitted wnd the Commise
sion being now Lully advised snd basing its oxder on the f£inding

of fact us uppedring in the opinlon which procedos this oxrdorx,
IT IS EZREBY ORDIRED that epplicant, Visalia Zlectric

Railroasd Company, o corporction, be and the same horeby is

authorized to discontinue passengor train service on its lire of

reilroad upon the Lollowing conditions:

L 4pplicant is heredby required to post notice
oZ the dste of the discontinusnce of vassenger trein
gservice In all its cers and st all stations and
stopping points where passengers have heretofore
been received on axd discharged from its treing, such
notices to be posted at lezat tea (10) &ays prior to
The date of discontinuunce of pessonger trein 3ervice.

2+ Applicent is hereby Furtaer required to cancel
all pesgenger wnd buggage toriffs wnd all rules and
reguistions governing saze, as heretafore filed
with this Commission; all cuncellations to be made




in a¢cordance’with the regulstions of this Com-
nission snd to be effective co-iancident wita the
date of the CGiscontinvunce of passenger train
service &8 nereinabove authorized.-

3 - e
~Dated at San Prancisco, Laliformis, this 2 dey of -
October, 1924. ' '
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D au Ao Yih s

cozmissioners




