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mre above sntitled proceeding is & compleint bdrought

by cpproXizately 35 rosidents of tkhe town of Indio, 2iverside

County, Who zllege thet due o Lnterrmptlons in the service of

eloctric power furniched 1o tke town of Indio, the deZendant
herein h=s been unehle on numerowns occasions to operste its pump-
ing equipment, with tho result ket consumexs heve Zroquently
boon emtirely without weter service. The Commisasion is osiked

to compel defendent to inctall euxdilisry power at its puxping
plant 80 tiaet adecuate service may be furnished ot ell times.

A puolic heering in thic proceeding was held at Indio

before Exeriner Tilliems on July 11, 1924, 2t whick time com-
plainsnts testified thet interruptionms in the zervice of electric

power haod beexw numerous. couszing the water compony to zhut dowmn
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its pumping equipment, witk the result thet the inbablitants of
the town were entirely Ceprived of weter sexrvice. J. L. Mar—
chell, owmer of the water system, testified thet he hed instelled
& Ford gasocline cugline connected to & certrifugal pump in oxdexr
to furnish the euxiliery puxmping equipment demanded by tae com=
plainants. A this euipment hed not been tested sufficliently to
indicate 1ts adeptabvility t0 the purposes for whick it was inatel-
led, the matter wos set dovm for further hearing on October 3,
192¢.

At this later hearing testizony of the complainsnts wes
t0 the effeet thst the suxilisry puxping plant instelled by tha_
ntility hed not demonstrated its 2bility to furnish the service

for which it was designed.

This water systex consists of 2 12 inch well 328 feet

deep, Irom which watexr is elevated to g 10,000 gellon capacity
storage tank on 2 23 Poot wooden tower by mesns of o :a&ne-Bowler
pump direct~=connected to & 15 horse~powex electric motor, whick

is sutometicelly controlled. Tater is distributed to spporoximate-
1y 180 concumers, -0f whom 40 are served through meters, the remain-
der belng chorged on a et rote baosis.

Deta contained in the cnnusl reports of the utility
filed with'the Commission were ofZered in evidence, ond thoe fig-
ures presentved Indicate thet the net earnings asvaileble for re-
turn upon the investment during the pest three years have beer
sufficlent to averzge only 4.2 per cent., =2nd that subseguent
to the £iling of tke last snnmal report the copital irvested hos
been lncreased by the purchase of the suxiliesry puxzping eguipment
previously Gescribed. An snslysis of the total meintenance and
Opexation expence, Iincluding depreciction, indicetes that 81 per

cont. of the total was for puxping expense. While sexvice %o




consumers would undoudtedly be improved il the systen wexe on-

tirelj netered, end some reduction in opexating expenses might

&lso result, Ir. larshall states that he conrot at thiz time
complete the metering of thelsysﬁem as no funds axre avalilable
or can be ohtained for this purpose.
The locel su@erintendenﬁ of the Southern Sierres 20wer
Compeny testified regarding the chexracter of the power service
supplied to0 tze towm of Indio end vicinity. Subsequent to De-
cenber, 1923, meny o2 the interruptions in the electric sexrvice
were 0f such chort dursction as not o affect the operstion of
the weiter systez in any wey. On Sugust 19, 1924, There wes
ploced in operation o second power troxsmission line, whick exna-
bles tae company to deliver olectric energy to this vicinity Lrom
two different sources. The testimony also indlcates tas subse=
quent t0 %he ingcugurstion of service over tais second power line
there nas been ornly one interrupiion of service of :ore Taon si:
nizutes! duratlion, and thet oddisioncl Iimprovezents ere to be
mode in the immediste future walch, 1% is ressonable o eipecs,
111 rosult in fewor interruptlons thon have occurred in tae peste
It ic evident tact the cuxilisry dumning egquipment iz~
by'the owner of tae woter system cennot supply the Dall
demends for water walca nede uwpor the system, especially dux-
ing the summer xmontins. this rescam Lt Will be necesscsry fox
consunmers t0 limit tie use o water to absolute xecessities when
the auxiliery rlont is foxced to operste. On the otzer zend the
uvility should rmeintain the awxdlicry puxping eguipmezt in the
best possivie orxder so ¢ zey be placed in Operation et o
noment's notico.
AS & result o testinmony yresenved ot the neering
the Commission Ls comvinced that the Ingtellatiozn oI ocuxilieory
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demends 0% corsumers wounld reguire an unreasonsble expendliture
on oehel? of defexndant, erd tret the rovenunes recelved from the
gale of water are not sufiicient o worremt suca an expenditure.

vith the improved clectiric power service and the suxiliery purp=-

ing egquipment now instelled, it i3 evident that cousumers Will

recelve adegunte sexrvice.

heer mede 40 tho Commission as

entvitled sbove, yublic heorings heving been held thereon, the
2otter aaving beex submitied, snd the Commission being now fully
1niormed In the vremises,

IT IS IEREIBY CROIZRED for the ressone set outl in the pro-
coding opinion tant the 2bove vproceedizg ve and the sare ie here-
oy dismissed.

wke ¢flective datc of thilis order is heredby fixed zs Jo-
vember Lirxst, 1924.

Deted ot Sen Franeisco, Califormie, tais
of October, 1924.

gommissioners.




