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3Y THE COMMTSSION:
OPINION

Southern Pacific Company, a corporation, has petitioned the
Rallroad Commission for an order anthorizing the discontinuance of

8 passenger motor car service nmow operated between Harrfngton snd

Orland on its Hemilton-Colusa Branch of the Sacrsmemto Division,

and to substitute therefor a mixed train service.

4 public heaxing on this application was conducted by Zxmniner
Handford at Colusa at which time the matter was duly submitted

and i1t 18 now xeady for decision.




Apvrlicant alleges that since June 8, 1924 and up to the
proesent time.it has operated & daily passenger motor car sexrvice
of one round trip between Harringten ard Orland serving the
intermedlate stations of College City, Graino, Grimes, Sycamore,
Dolan, Colusa, Stegeman, Princeton, Codora, Glemn, Ordbend,
Eotawele, Humilton end Wyo; <that during the perfod from February

25th to June 7tk, 1924, inclusive, a mixed train waas operated
under informal permission of this Commission dbut owing to

many protegts being received said mixed trsin service was snb-
stituted by the passenger motor cax service; that the passenger

motor car service now mafntained dces not attract sufficient
patronage to Justify its continued operation and that the cost
and expense of operation far exceeds the revenue derived from asid
operation and now results, snd will continue to result, in s loss
to applicent herein and thus place an undue and nnwarrsnted Burden
on the applicant and indirectly upon the general yublice. ' That
immedliately upon the discontinnance of the p&Ssenger motor car
sexvice, shoﬁld such be authorized dy the gramting of the gppliea-
tion herein, 1t is the intention of applicant to establish and
herpafter maintefn & mixed trsin service making a round trip dally
botween the points herefnsbove mentioned; and that the operation
of the proposed mixed train service will be more economiosl than
the present service and that sueh proposed gerviace, togothar with
other existing transportation fack lities will adequately meet the
public need for tranapar-tation. |
Mr. L.V.Young, & witness for applicant, presented exhibits ‘
showing révenne and expenses of the ﬁ&asenger mo toxr car operatioﬁ
for the period June 9th to September 20th, 1924, inolusive; come
parison of cost of rerforming train service on the quusa-ﬂamilton

Branch for a typicdl month under the Present and proposed service;

24




and a comparison of the present passenger motor oar schednle with
the proposed mixed trein schedule.
The following pertinent dste has beex abatracted from
the exhkibits filed:
Operation of Pasgenger Motor Car.
Ferlod - June 9th to September 20th 1nc1usive 1924,

Revenue
.‘Easaenger : $1023

Madil , . 1298
Express 438

Baggage . 13
Total

_I«_.‘.‘Qensea

Operating Expense - $5488
Taxes (7% on $2772) 194

Total $56682
Net Losa for Perfod  $2910
Average revenue‘ per day $26465
™

expense " 7 54.63
" loss " n 27.98

Comparison of cost of Present Train Opveration on Colugg-

ﬁamIEn Sraxch IMOD.EE of onl I§EZ) with roposed
M xed Tred.n GEGI‘B.EJ.OD. as Eormerix in OEIQOE iﬁonEE

Q .y -

Motor car Zxpense = $1611.67
Locdl Freight Train Exe
pense - 4536, 58
Total $6147.26
Mixed Train Service ZIxpense - 5209,561

Saving per month under proposed
method of operation 987,74

Annusl. saving under propo sed method
of operation - $11252.,88

Under the pProposed time sched.ule"‘che mixed train wonld
leave Orland at 6:30 A.M, instesd of the motor ¢ar schedule of |
8210 A.M: and woumld arrive st Earring-ton at ll 15 i.M. a8 does
tho motor car at vresent. Returning the mixed train would leave
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Herrington at 11:50 A.M. (whick i{s also the scheduled leaving

time of the moter car) arriving at Orland at 4:40 P.li. Iinstesd
of 3:05 P.ll. wkich is the rresent scheduled arrival for the
motoxr car,

The items of expense appesring in all exnibits filed
cover only direct train operating costs and taxes on gross
Troévenue as regards the motor car Operation. XNo expense has
been claimed for items of nmaintekance of way ang structures,
conducting transportation (other them direct train o?érating
costs), traffic or genexal expenses, or any interest on the
1nvestment in property used im the sexvice.

The granting of the épplication is protested by the
residents of the seversl commmnlties served by the Colusa-Hamilton
Sranch, and sixteen witnesses testified as to the inconvenience
anticipated by the substitution of mixzed train Sexvice for the
baszenger motor car now being operated. 411 these witnesses
testified as to the wareliability of the mixed train gervice when
formerly opersted in thet it could not be depended upon and waa
never opereted in accordance with the published Scheduls,being

Terely less thar one-half hour late and in mahy ingtsnces two oxr
more hours late. The late arrivels seriously interfered with

the hendling of United States Icil ang parcel post for the resson
that many communities located away from the reflroad ,receive thei
nedl dy rural route caxriers and the delayed arrival 0of the mixed
train sometimes resulted in s twenty-four hour delay in the
delivery of mefl. Mail massengers, employed to tranaport mail
between the railroad station and the rostoffice, are required by
the Post Qffice Department regalations to wsit two hours for the
a&rrival of a delayed train and sfter smok tive, 1f & railrosad
&geney is not available,‘to return the mail sought to be dis~-
patcheq to the forwarding Post office. In some instances mafl
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hes been 8o returned with the resultant delay to the users of
the postal service, and incoming mail has &also suffered’delay by
readon of asrxriving after business houxrs at various poat offices
or after the time of departure of local or rural carriers.

Complaint wag also made a8 to the difficultiés sur-
rounding the handling of express shipments, particularly perish-
ables, by reason of the operation of a mixed train when same ran
later than its scheduled time and this cause of complaint is
accentuated by the fact that therp are but three ageucy atatiAns
on the Colusa-Hamilton Branch. Objection was slso mede to the
granting of the application by reason of the inconvenience to
the traveling public by reascn of the slow speed\of & mixed train

and the anﬁoy&nce of being transported in & car at the end of

a freight train wrich might be transporting live atock.

Mr. Pe.Z.Baker, Principal of the Princeton Union High
'School, testified as to difficulty experienced in securing and
retaining teachers at the High Sckool due to the unsatisfactory
train gservice when & mixed train was operated, teachers dealring

to spend their week-end holidays at Sacrsmemto and other pointa

‘and objeoting to the charactexr of service as formerly rendered by'
& mixed train. '

General complaint was mede on behalf of the residents
of the various communities as to the effect on the development
of the territory served by the Colusa-Hamilton Branch if & mixed
train were to be substituted for the .passenger motor car here=-
tofore operated,- and fear was expressed thst the development of
& fertile agricultural and dairying seotidn would be materially
retarded.




We have given careful consideration to the evidence and
extxibits in this Proceeding and it is epparent that the receipts
derived from the oreration of the Pesgenger motor car service
do'not Justify the operating cosgt that is required, and.such
cost reflects only the direct co8ts required in the motor .car
owration, there being no allowance for the other items, whioh
night properly be considered and upon which the applieant conld
properly roly.

We are not unmiddful of the inconvenience occasioned
by delayed trains to sll the cormunitie s affected and sush ine
convenience was the principai cause of complaint. The Protestanta
were practically wnanizmous as to delsyed trains being the most
annoying feature of mixed train operation dbut realizing that
Operating comditions with such class of train Prevented the
regularity of service to be oxpegted of passenger train service,
were practically all of the opinion that a mixed traia service
skould be kept on the advertiged 8chedule time and in no case,
exoepting accident, arould the train arrive more them thirty
minutes late st & acheduled station. Wi?pesa for applicant,
Southern Pacific Goﬁpeny, tostified that the Proposed mixed
train service bhad been scheduled with the complaints in mind
whickh were rermerly nade during its previoua operation and that,
unless by unavoidadle agcident, the schedule would be maintained.

iLter full consideration of all the evidence and of the
exkidbits herein we are of the opinion and hereby find as a fact
that the operetion of the bassenger motor car serviee on the

Colusa-Zamilton Branch of the Sscramento Division of the applicant

is not warranted or justified by the traffic oifering;.the record

herein being conclusive that the revenue derived from the Oparae
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tion of such train service doces not even apprroximate the bare
cost of train operation, and that applicant shouwld be
authorized to substitute therefor a mixed trein service to

be operated atrictly in accordance with the conditions as ap-

pearing in the following form of order.

D8 R
A public heaxihg bhaving been held in the above en~
titled proceeding, the matter having been duly submitted and

the Commission being now fully edvised and basing its order on
the f£inding of faect aa eppearing in the Opinion which pre-

)

cedes this Order,
' IT IS EZREBY ORDERED that applicant, Southern Pacific

Conmpany, & corporation, de and the same hereby i3 suthorized
to discontinue the operation of a bassenger motor car service
between Harrington and Orland om the Hamilton~Coluss Bramch

of its Sacramento Yivision and to substitute therefor a mixed
train service to bé operated strietly in accordance with the.
schodnle_as Propoged by arplicant and a&s shown by applicgnt's
Zxkibit No. 3 as r{led at the heering on t@is broceeding, and

subject to the following conditions:

Y. Appliesnt is horedy required to post
notice of the discontinuance of the motor car
Service in all passenger cars now operated on
the Colusa-Hcmilton Branch and at all stations
on s&ld Branch where passongers are received
and dischorged at lesst tem (10) days prior to
the discontinuance of the motor car Service,
Notices to-also show the schedule of the mixed
train horein authorized in substitation for
the passenger motor car service.

II. 4pplicant is hereby directed to file with
this Coumission on or before the tenth day of esoch
month a statement showing the actual rerformance
of the mixed trains, heredy suthorized during the




Preceding celendar month with full explsnation
a3 10 the causes of any delay wrich may exceed
by £ifteen (15) minutes tiae schednled time

as shown by the publisaed time achedule &g
herelnsbove authorized, and to continue such
monthly reports wntil othewwise directed by
this Commission.

The Commission expressly reserves the right to make such

other and further orders in this proceeding as to it may-
appear Just and proper or, as in its opinion, the publie

necessity and convenience may require,

Dated at San Framcisco, Cal:tdrnia,.this.3‘“&~day

ot Upreiile) , 192%.

toxmissionerx




