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BERORE TEE RATIROAD COLOIISSION OF THE STATE 0F CAL %
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Irn the liatter of the Application of
the BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF TZ5 CITY OF
TART, Xerm County, Californis, Xor an
order authorizing & right ol way over
end across the right of wey of the
Sunset Rwilwey Coxpany in Taft, Calif.
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% spolicetion No. L10102.
)

)

Ches. Del Bondio, Attorney for spplicant.

L. W. Butterfield, for Sunset Reilway Company.

2. B. Lambert, for Union ILuxber Company and
0il Well Supply Compesny of Taflt.

3Y TEE COILIISSION:

In this sapplication, the City of Taft seeks permission
t0 construct Second Street st grade across tracks of Sunset Rall-
way Compsny. | |

A public hesring was held in this metter before Exomirer
Satterwhite 2t Taft august 22, 1924. It was stipulated by the in-
terested perties that the record in Application Ko. 5647, in so far
2s relevent, be considered in evidence in this proceeding. In that
ayolication, £iled with the Comuission by the Bosrd of Trustees of
the City of Taft April 30, 1920, tae clity sought vermission to con-
struct Fourth Street at grade ocross Sunéet Railway Company's
traeks, and the Commission's decision thereon (Xo, 7911) grented
the City of Taft authorlty to construct Fourth Streot at grade

aeross thoe ralilroad contmge:n'!: upon the closing of the then ex-
isting crossing at Second Street. After Fourth Street was orened

the Second Street crossing was clozed and tae city now desires o
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have 1t re-opened to serve certain industries which were incon-
venienced by its closing.

Sunset Railwsy Company's Pracks run through the City of
Taft In an easterly and westerly direction. Within the City lim-
its there are at present two public grade crossings over this
railrosd within ¢ distance of spproximetely 900 feet, namely, &t
6th and 4th Streets. The business cexnter of the City is in the
vicinity of the intexrsection of 4th and Center Streets on the noith
side of the reilrosd. These two highways sxre the principal paved
streets of the c¢ity. There is, however, guite sn industricl sec-
tion or either side of the railroad through this city, end approx-
imately one helf of the residents Live on the gouth side of the
track.

The evidence shows that there is a so-called "Gentle-

men's Agreement” In the City of Taft to the effect that heavy

trucks will not'use the paved grade crossing at 4th Street, which

necessitates thelr using the 6th Street crossing. DThis sgreement
was promulgated by interested parties of the city to protect the
pevirg and to relleve the congestion at the Fourth Street crosa-
ing.

Sunset Rwilway Coupeny appearéd to oppose ibe gianting
of this application. They contend that the public necessity for
the Second Street erossing is not great snd that it ﬁill seriousiy'
interfere with the operation of treir railroad as well as constitute
& hazardous grade crossing. It was shown thsat the proposed cross-
ing will involve passing over the main line and three side trecks.
These tracks are on a 1.62 per cent. grade which necessitateé care-
ful operation to prevent cars detached £rom an engine f£rom moving
by force of gravity. Thisgrade adds materislly 1o the labor amd

hazard of cutting treins ot thae crossing as the detached cars mast




be held by brakes. On cuch heavy grades accidents occasionally
occur due to the fact that the comnecting mechanism may not func-
tim »roperly waen the ﬁrain is veing coupled, thus coumsing the
cars %0 stext by the impact and to separate from the remsinder of
tae train. The evidence shows that the view at the crossing is
gseriously impaired by buildings and by staﬁding cars. There are
two regular passenger and two regular freight train movements nor-
mally operated over tais railrosd per day in addition to = great
zany switching movements performed by & switching creWAtnat opexr—
ates In the Taft yards and vicinity.
| The evidence shows that at this time the public necess-
1ty for crossings over this wailroad at Taft is but little diff-
erent than 1t was at the time the Commission rendered its deﬁision
in Application No. 8§647. In that decision it was conmsidered that
pudblic interest would be best served dy opening a pudlic crdsstng
at Tourth Street amd closing the then existing one at Second Street,
&g Tourth Street was found t0 be of much more importence then Second‘1
Street in that it not only rums tharough the dbusiness center of the
towe dut also connmects Witk the msin highways entering Taft, whereas
Second Street iz s rather short wninportant street.

It appears thet the so-called "Gentlemen's Agreement, ™ by
waich heuvy trucks refrain from using the paved crbssings at Foﬁith
Street, is working & hardship on the greater portion of this class

ol vehicular traffic, in that it is required to travel considerable

edditional distance to use the existing grade croséing at Sixth

Street. If, however, this egreement were not in effect, it is evi~
dent that the Fourth Street crossing would serve a convenlent loca-
tion for the major part of the vehicular traffic now passing over

the railrosd. Witk due considerstion of his local, m&tual agroement,
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the Cormission cannot lose cight of the faet that 1t is charged with
the duty of grenting permission to construct grede crogsings only

wher public convenience sornd necessity require them. While we resl=

ize thet heavy trucks using the paved crossing &t Fourth Street will
increasse the expense of meinteizing the same, we 40 not deem that &
sufficient rescon to Justify the incregsed hazard which wounld be cre=
2ted by the opening of an additionsal c¢rossing at Second Street. From
the evidence before it the Commission finds that the pudlic conven-
ience and necessi%y does not recuire the construction of 2 grade cross-~

ing at the point reguested.

ORDER

After ¢ hearing duly held upon the above entitled qulica;
tion, and the matter standing submitted, £or the reasoms set fLorth in
the foregoing Opinioen,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above entitled spplicatiaxm
be and the same 1s hereby denied.

Dated at Sen Framelsco, Celifornis, this 3 ©X  day of
November, 1924.
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