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2EX0RD TED RAILRCLD COLLISSION OF 222 SDAME OF CATIFOANIA

vhe City of Los .ingeles zoy en order
requiring the Rucilic ZElectric aail-
way Ccmwa ny to &t oncee s0 aelevate it
Taels ag o establish an undergy ada < Arnli lon Xo. 10192.
crouuxng of Lz Ciemega Zowlevard, in
cald ¢ity, ot tze intor-section of
seid vouleverd wivth the Venice sShort
Iine tracks 02 saoid rallwsy, wnd to
epporvion tae coste of zuch sepora-
tion of grades. :

In the Xatter of the ipplication of ',i Hrw\g r\
LR RIGR

ldilton .Bryen, for Clty of Los Angeles.
Srenk Karr, Zor Pacifie Zlectric Railway Company.

BRUNDICE, COLMISSIONSR:
8 L0

In thiz opplicution tne City of Los Angeles asks normission
o construct Lo Clenega Zouwleverd acrosc Ducific Zlectric Rellway
Company's right-of-wey and under the tracks. of thelr so-colled
"Venlce Shoyrt Line"

A nublic nearing ' ] nis metter in Los Angeles
Septaxoey 30, 1924.

Lo Cienaege Soulevard, = new 100 £oot highway in the City of
Log angesles, is to be opened to sccommodate norta and south vehicuwlar
traffic to the distriet east of Culver City and Beverly Hills, and
when comnleted accordinzy to the nresent mlan, will intersect the
following iamportant vehicular arteries leading toward Lot Angelaes;

Sunset Zoulevard, Sante ilonica Bouleverd, Beverly Boulevard, Wilshire
' « - T N ; ) ' oo A
Bowevard, County Club Drive, Pico Zoulevard =nd Washington EOalevard‘

South of Veshington Bowleverd, la Cienegs Zoulevard is planned o

comuecty with the Inglewood Canyon Rozd. The ultimate length of thicz

higaway iz sbout six miles, but only apnroximetely 75 ver cent is now
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oren to travel, of wnich only a portion is paved &t thic time. It
s estivated thet L0 will taie between tTwo and turee years 10 com=-
lete the opening and neving of the remaining nortion of this alghway.
The crosscing spnlied for ic gt the intersection of tae
Pyciric Electrie Ruiliwey Company's so-called "Venice Short Linae",
witn La Clonege 3ouleverd between the latter's intersection wita
veshington Zoulevard and Pice Bouleverd. 4s Lo Clenege Boulevard
will wndoubtedly cerry a very .iarge vealcular traffic when finished,
the "Venice Short Line" is an importent iaterurden electric
wilrogd with Ireguent troin movements &t high rates of cpeed, and as
vag rhysicel conditione lend themselves guite Lavorably to eleveting
the Tracke at Le Cienega Zoulevard, it is evident thet if o crossing
ic to ve esteblished here 1V chould be effected by raicing the
tracks of the rollroed and constructing the nighway undernesata.
Trere is no & et thlc time over the Railway'in wae
vicinity of Lo Ciencge, and uncuestionedly in the naar Iuture there
- will ve =n uwrsent nudlie neccusmty of at least One crocesing in tae
vicinity of the one proposaed here, «& the adjacent territory ic being
subdivided and imnroved, und in eddition Lo Clenega Bowleverd will
afXord ¢ cormaection betwoeen the highways nomed above and =zhomld
carry o large zmownt North end South tarougn trifric in thic vieinity
waich would othexwise cross the Ruilwey
ippileant estinetes the Tov cozt of tae ilmprovament to

e 155,580, walle the Peceitfic Zlecetric Company nregented an esti-

mete walcka ghowed Tae cost 40 bhe +190,3%98. Lr. W. L. Pollaxd,

soneral .saneger ox the W. J. Lewrence Company wnd sencger of tze
vrust compuny owaing Troct 6447'in which thic crossing oceurs, testi-
Zied tast his company ha"set seide 25,000 to be contridbuted 4o
cist in defraying the cxpence of tae §r0posea grede separation.
sgeeted plen Jor oiZecting this grade senmargtion iz t¢ elavete
vrack over o dists of 2220 Ze L5 tne intersecetion of La

Cienega Bouleverd tae ¥rack is to be supported by mesns of a reine
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forced conerete viaduet, the Losal lengta of wahick is eprroximately
750 Zeect. T either end of the visduct the irack is Lo be con-
Strucved on an earta £ill with o meximum grede of 1% mer cent. fTais
plan compliss wita the Commission's Genersl Cxdor 26 with respect to
vartlicsl clecraace. Duc to the fa 2 district in the vicin-
ity of : croseing is comparatively low ground, it doas
net ennec ] TO dgpress the rosdway more then two or three

underground weter would undoubtedly moike it necossary
to mainfain puxping equipment. In gemersl the plens for the pro-
posed lLxproverent uppear o be the oSt economical method of effeetw-
ing the grade seperstion. This plan will, nowever, inferpose ar-~
proximetely talrdeen fcet of rise and Full on the railroad snd will;
0 somcvextcnt, cdversely effoct reilrosd operstions.

.

Sacilic Zlectric Rwilway Compony ic not opposed vo grante
Lgat-of-way with en wnder-
rosging, vut contends thet it should not beor any rportion of
tae expense of thc improvement other then the cost of replacing eny
Lo track moateriel thet may be necossary to repluce the materigls
nOW in use.
in sunport of its contention, ilroad recites that
waen 1t nas been called upon %o nrovide o rarated grede cros ]
incident te the construction of new lines of rallroad, 4t hss Deon
asscesed with tae entire cost of such work, sud contends te relora,
waen & new nigawey requiring e grede separetion, og in this cess,
ve built, Yhe entire cogt of he strﬁcture siould similsrly
be berne by the
We are/;

srgurent. 4 line of reilroed is primerily constructed for thne Tur-

pose of cngeging in thast buciness for nrofit. The cstablichment of

Sucn & line of roilread becomes, of iteelf,a barrier to wiat would

otherwice be & free ond scfe mecns of access for vericuler 4revel




detween the two portions of tne territory divided by *the ra'lroa@,
wnd woieh, by the construction of the railrosd, becomes limited.

It i a well ostablisincd principle tast the razilroad
cuxs wn ovligation to reduce %0 & pinimum, the hazard at any of

of “he astgbliéhad lines of truvel of the pudlic, and

of & cerrier to participate to the extent of 50 ner

0% vhe cost of compietely elimincting such grade crossings at esz-
tablishcd nighweys nes become &lmost customery: nor is the rd lrosd's
obligetion deeressed in such & case beeause oF thc Ffaet thot highwey
traffic developmont has inerseased, subsequent o the osteblichment
of g ruilwad, Yo such an extent that grede c¢roscing eliminction,

- waleh originelly was not justiried, later becomes necessary.

It iz thus evident that the railrosd’s obligstion to pro=-

videvre&sonably cefe uccons across ite tracks is & continuing obli-
NG At conmot expact to Wholly escspe the burden of nrovid-
in sdaition to those already constructed at the
vime of the original reilroad comstruction, when development of %hs
communiivy it sexves, domands such sdditionsl highways. In the preF
sent cese, the evidence skows that the development in the territoxry
under consideration, kas raccied o stege where an sdditional highwey
will, in the nesr future, be necessary, end Loy tac ressons above
indicsted, some portion of the cost of separsting the grades at
this new nighwey crossing should ecquitebly de bbrno by the reilrosd.
Lfter reviewlng =ll the evidonece in this coze, it is ouxr:
Judgment that an eguitable apportionment of the cost nroviding for
ne. grede crossing ot La Cienega Zouleverd with the Vendco
t Iine of the Pacirie Zlectric Roilway, would be to assess 75
29 cogt of this work to the applicant and 25 per cent
oL the cost o tiae reilway; upplicant, nowever, %0 »ay %the entire
cost of neving the rocdwsy througk the structurs.

Thexre cprneers 10 de some uncerteinty ac to when tae La

Clenege Zoulevard improvement will have progresced to sueh & Stege
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that grade seperation s: In view of this wne-
cortainty as %o time, s 1 the prasent oxder it would
be wwisge Yo muke any defini mitation as to the time within |
valch this work shouid alther be commencsd or Linishad. Tulc order

thercfore, be in the nature of o preliminary order, setting

o the Zindinge of the Commission as Yo the kind of ciossing

vrat ghould be instelled, when o crossing is required, and the
apportionment of the.cost thereoi. L Lingl order in fhis.proceed;
ing, specifying the lizits oL tiwme within which thies work shall be
comuenced

upon representation of any interested nerty, or when 1t aprearc

to the Commission taat the general improvement of the Do Ciencgs

Soulevand project nes »rogresced to sud

he 1 o point thet & ressonsbly
definite time linit can be establiczed.

The Lollowing Zorm of Crder is recommended:

ez2
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The City of Log Anzeles neving filed the above entitled
nonlicavion witz the Legl o verzisegion to construct on under-
rade crossing or Lo Cienege Boulevard st its intersection with

Pocific Zlectric Reilwey Com:any sc~celled "Venice Short Iine”

in tke City of Los - »ubLic neoring having been held,

Comnission voing apprice ne feets, the metver being under ¢
and romdy Zor deeislo

I0 IS IZIEBY ORTERID thet iF nd when Lo Clenegs Bouleverd

constructed seross the Venice Short Line ol Zacilic

Reilway in the locsution chown on map merked Zxhidit A"

%o +the cnplication, o grude separation shall Se eifected bY
errying the iracke of =zgid Zucific Tlectric Raiiwny above zaid lLa
Cienega ZSoulevard, in cecordsnce with the »len filed In this pro-

cceding as Exhibvit "C", snd subject vo the Jollowing conditions:




1. The proposed grade seporesion skhell bo constructed in
accordance with detoiled nlene which zhall be submitied to and be
epprovad by thic Commicsion.

2. The cost of the grade seperstion, cxclu ive of rpaving,
sroll be borme: seventy-five (755) per cont by sprlicant and twenty-
five (2575) pexr cent by Pociric Bleetris Reilwey Compeny. The cost
0L »ngving shell de vorne by errlicont. The maintenence of %tae tracks
end tze supporting structure shell be borng by 2uciiic Zlectric Rail-

way Compaxy. The rosdwey and drainage shell be mainteined at the

S. Comsirucvion work on tnies grode sSeparation chell not

til subseguent order ic issued by thic Commission,

on which suci work shell te starsted, and tie

lengta of time within wihich it shell be completed, vroviding, however,

taat such dete and time muy be changed by the Commission, if cir-
cumstonces reguire such action.
4. Tne Commizzion rasorves tiae ri : ' ner
Order relative to locction, coustruction, operation, meintensnce and
protection of seld wndergrade crossing as te it mey ceem right and
roper, 2nd to revowe ite permiscion if, in its Jjudgment, pudlic con-
risnce ond essity demend cuek action.

hell decome effective twenty (20) deys efter

The Zoregoing Opinion and Crder sre zcredy anproved sud
ordered Iiled gc thec Cpinion and Order of tie Rellwed Commission of
/

tnls Q dey of

Jovembor, 1924,




