
:;)eoi:::ion !~o. Lv-:i ~ t 

In the ;,:o.tter of the "::'pplication of) WJ':~ fGl r rru~f\U' nI I~ n 
tl .. e Ci ty ot Los ":"::gelcs to:" an 0 Nor ) Ui \ \ n~ II ~ t n i!'~u\lu. 
requirin3 the ?~cific Electric acil- ) UUU~ 
w!:J.y Cc::.p~ny to ct once so aleYate its) 
t=aoks as to e stablisb. a.n unc.e:::grad.a ) . .lDplica tion 1~0. 10192. 
crossing of La Oianega Eoulevard, in ) 
said city, ct the intor-section of ) 
sc.id. bou.levard wi th the Venice ~hort ) 
L1:;.e tracks of said rail WS.:l, :;'110. to ) 
a~portion t~e coets of such scp~ra- ) 
t10n of gr~dos. ) 

1.:11 ton .Eryo.n, :t'or 01 ty of Los Angeles. 
Frank Karr, ior Paoifio Electric Railway Company. 

3?-o:mIG-:S, CO:J~SS!O!~R: 

O:PI1~I01~ -------

In tilis c.pplica tion ti:e C1 ty of Los ~olo S $sks Dormission 

to conztruct La Cienega Eoulevard across Pacific Electric 3eilway 

"Venico Short Line". 

A ,uolic hearing ~~s bold in this matt~r in Los ~geles 
Septe~oer 30, 1924. 

Lc Cienega Eoulevurd, a new 100 foot highwuy in tho City of 

Los Angelos, is to be opened to acoommodate north and south vehieular 

traffic to t~e ~istrict east of Culver City ~ld Beverly Eills, and 

when oom~leted cccordius to the Dresent plan, will intercect tbl 

iollovdng important vcbicular arterios loading toward Los Anseles; 

Sunse t :Coulevard, San ts 1ronic~ Boulevard, Eeve r1y Boulevard. Ylilshi re 

Eou:.evsrd. County Club Drive. :2ioo'13oulevs:-o' Cjj,a ~!ashinston Boulevard. 
south or Wasb.ington :Boulevard., La Cienegs. Eoulevard. is l'launeo. to 

connect ~~th the Inglewood Canyon 30sd. ~he u~t1mat~ ~ongth Q~ th1~ 

higAway is sbo~t six milo~, Qut only ap~roxicatoly 75 ~er cent is now 
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open to travel, of w~ich only a portion is pc~e~ at this time. It 

io csti~ted thct it will ts.~=c between two o.nd. ti:lree yc&rc to com-

~leto the o,on1ng ~ld ~~vins of the remaining ~ortion of thiS highway. 

~hc c~o~zin8 ap,liod for is at the intersection of the 

?~ci::;'ic Elc ctric :\ailvn:.y Company' ~ so-calle d "Venice Short Lino", 

vii til La Cionesa 30ulevsrd between the 1a tterl s interseotion wi th 

','Je,shington 30ulov:..rd ana. :!?icc Boulevard. As Lc. Cienego. 30ulevard .. 
vl111 uncio ...... bted.ly ce.rry So very large vehicular truffic when finisn.ed, 

::;'~ld as t:c.e "Venice Sl:ort Line IT 1s an impo:::oto.nt interuroen electric 

r~ilros.d witi' .. ircC!.u.ent train movornents at high :::oates of speed, [;.Ud:Joe 

tr~e :')hyCic8.l condi tiOllS lend. t[~em:;;elvE' s q,ui to fevors."oly to elevating 

tile t:::oack:;; at 1e. Cieuega Eoulevard, it is evid.ent that if 0. crossi:lg 

is to be esta'blislled. here it Gr..ould be effected. by raieing the 

tracks of t~le ruilroe.d. ~l,::-~d constr';.'l.cting the highway 'i.mdornes."lli. 

'Zc:.erc is no cro~:;;i:o.5 at '"hie time over the Ruil .... ro.y in tlle 

"lici:c.i ty of 1::. Cienoga, s.n~ UJ.~(lUc~tions.bly ill the neo.r f"J.ture there 

Will bo ~n urgent ,ublic nocessity of ~t least one crossine i~ the 

vicinity of the one ~ro,osod. here, as the adjscent territory ie being 

:;;ubdi videa. snd ir::n"oved, :.md. in e.ddi tioD. Le. Clenes$. Bo1.lleve.rd. will 

afford ~ con.~Getlon between t~o highways ncmca. sbove und should 

e:;:rry .::. large ::..:nount :;ort~l s.nd Sou.th through tr~fiic i:o. thi8 vicinity 

Which would otncr'Vlisc ero:;;e tl":.c :~.ailvre.y at gr::.de. 

~'Dlieo.r'-'t estir:.utc:;: "';:'10 total cost of the improvement to 

'be ~lo5,580, '1N:o.ile ~he Ec.cific 3lcctric Com~a.ny :;reeen""ed an esti-

mate whic:c. ellowed t:c.e cost to 'be ; .. 1190,893. :'::r. VI. 1. Pollard, 

:::ied tn.t\t i:lis com:nmy :-led set 3.;;;10.0 ,~2~,000 to be contributed to 

e.szist in def:-s.ying the c:q)Cl'lZO of tb.o proposed grude ccrnlration. 

tllo t=ack over c. distc.nco of 2220 feet • ..::.t tIlO in""crsection o:::?'La 

Cicnes~ 2oulevo.rd the tr~ck is to be su,~ortod by means of 0 rcin-
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:foroed conorete vic.duct, "the total length of which is eJ?!,I'OXime.tely 

750 teet • .k.t e:i.~her G!:d. oi tile Viaduct '.;boe track: is to Do!.! con-

:;t::uctcd 0:0. un eartil fill with 0. c.a.:O.::U!:l erude of It ~cr cent. ~~is 

pl~ complier:; ':/i th tj'.:.a Co;:.:nUssion r s General Order 25 wi til recpeot to 

vor~ .. ics.l cle8.ra:::lce. Due to the fact that the clistrict in tbc vicill-

ity of this proposed cro~~i~g is compcratively low ground, it does 

tea t, as the "mdergro1.Uld ViC. to r v/Ou.ld. undoubtedly ::nc.ke i t necQss~ry 

to ::caint.s.in !lumpine: e Cluip:.non t. !n gellersl thol'lc.ns for tile pro-

posed in::z,rovcn::cnt u,poo.r to be tho i:ost economical rne~.;.b.od. of effect..; 

ins tile gr~de scp~ration. This plan will, however, inte~ose np~ 

,ro:d.mstel~- tl'l.irteen feet of rise c.ncl full Oll the r0.11roo.o. s.nd iVill, 

to some extent, ~dvcrzely effoct rail~oad oper~tions. 

ins [:"lico.nt o.n o~semont -to C:'OSS its riS:ht-o:--m:.:;r wi til an under-

src~e crossing, but co~t~nds th~t it ~nould not bc~r sny portion ot 

the c::,er.se of ti::c improvo~ant oti.:.e r than the co st ot replacing al:)y 

track material ·1i.h~tW.r;.Y' "00 necossary to replace tho rmterie.ls 

now ;.n use. 

In su~~ort of its contention, the railro~d recites that 

inCident to the CO::lst::-uction of nevI lines of railroa.o:, it :13S "000:1 

~sse~cod wi~h tAe entire cost of zuch work, ~ld contends tro::-cforc, 

t!let 'uilan :::. neVi higllw:;:.y roquiring So grade sepo.retio:l, us i:l this c~se, 

is to 06 built, tile entire cost of the structure cl'!ould 3irtilsrly 

be bO~le by tAe ~~pliccnt. 
not 

We e.:-e/convinced as to the vs..lidity of the ruilrocd's 

3rgum~~t. kline ot railroad is z,r.im~rily constructed for the pur-

pose of cngc.ging in ti1s.t busincs::: for profit. ~ile establisAment of 

such a. line of rc.ilros.d bocor::lcc, of itsclf,c.. 'barrier to Vli'.at would 

othcrvlise be $. freo ~nd sc.fe mecnc of uccess for veb.1cular trsvel 
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oe~icen the two ~ortion~ of ~no territory dividod by the r~ilrosd, 

~d wi.ich, "oy the construction of "~ne railro:ld, "oecomes limited. 

It is a well oztablishc~ principle that th~ r&ilroa~ i~­

cu=~ ~ oblig~tion to red~ce to a minimum, the hazard at sny of t~e 
cro~~ing~ of tho ostablished lines of tr$vel of the public, and the 

oblise.tions of a carrier to :ps.rticip:!tc to the extent of 50 l'er oent 

of the cost of cO~Dletely elimi~tins suc~ grado crOSSings ~t es-

tablishcc4. b.igb.wayz b.c.s be como almost customary; nor is the rat l::ot\d ~s 

obliss.tion d.ocreased in such a cazc bcc:luSO of tAo fact thct highway 

tra1fiC ~evolODmont has incros.~cd, subse~ucnt to the osteolish~cnt 

of e r~il~ad, to such an extent that grade crossing eliminntion t 

vlhich originully we.s not justified, later becomes necossary. 

It is thuz evident that the ro.ilros.dtz obligation to pro-

Vide res.son~bly safe access across its tracks is e continuing obli-

gation, ~nd it C~Ulot c,~ect to wholly GSc~l'C the "our~en of ,rovid-

ing z~fe bighw~yz, in ed~ition to tbose alro~dy constructed at the 

time of the original r~ilroad conztr~ction, when development of tas 

community it zorvez, d~mands zucb addition~l h1ghw~ys. In tl~ ,re-

sent case, t~'lC evidence ::':COiVS tr..e.t the c:.evcloJ,;lment in tile terri tory 

und.er consid.er~tion, c.as ruc.cl:ecl 0. etc-so ','Jilere an add1tiono.l A1eb.w~y 

will, 1r.l.' the nes.::- future, '00 necesss"ry, ancl :for tilo ro::..sonc :loove 

ind.icated, come ,ortion of the cost of' sG:pc.ratil1S tllC gracies at 

this new hishwaycroZZing shoulQ oq~it~bly bo oorno by the r~il::-oad. 

Liter revlevdng all the evidence in this ouso, it is our' 

jucign:ent tr..at .:.n e'lui table 8.::?!,ortionment of the cost ,rOvidj,l1g for 

So sey.arated gr~,d.e crossing Sot La. Cioneg$. 30ulevt.rd ';lith the Venico 

Short Line of t?le Pc.ci::ic Zlectric R~ilwu~·. would bo to assess 75 

~cr cent of t~e cost of this work to the a,~licsnt and 25 ~er cent 

cost of :.n~Vij,1S tt'~e roc.d.w~:; through the structure. 

There ':;':?l'oe.rs to be some ".lllcertc.inty ::1.::: to when the L::l. 

Cieness. Boulovard i:::lprOvement ':'Jill hSovo ,rogrc:;;::;:ed. to cuch a zts.ge 1.56 
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t~at er~de sep~ration scould oe undort~kon. In view of tlus un-

cort~inty us to time, it o.l'Jl:lcu,:::,s t1:::.t in tilO present ardor it \,/ouJ.d 

be Ul'lVii so to mai:.::o o.l'lJ" cie fini to limi ta ti on sos to the time Wi thin 

\';l1i ell this work :;;a.ould. ei thor 00 com:r.c::lcEld or finieiled.. ~:a.ic ord.er 

will, the rafora, 00 in the no. ture 01' U preliminary ord.er" so tting 

fortb. " .. :c.e :?indinss of the Co:::tr.lission o.S to the kind of crossing 

ti'..o.t :;;b.culd. "oe inste.lloo., V/hO;1 a crossing is required, ::.nd. t:"l,C 

up,!>ortio:n.ment of the, co st ·"heroof. .l fin~l o:::d.er in this l:lroceed.-

il1,.S', ;;,ecifyi118 ~ha li.rii t:;; ·of time wi thin which ttis vlork shall be 

oo~..:oncec. X,1c.. :t'inishec1.. will 'be reno.erad. Sot a latar date oi thor 

u~on :-e,:-esElntation of any intcrestod :9~rty, or when it u1/1'6arC 

to tIle COrru:iission th$.t t:'1e' sener:;.l iml')rovc~e!'1t of ti:c r;S. C:Lencga 

Eoulev.:.rd. ?:::'oject bas :protS'resccc. to ~Ucll =. l'oi:::1t t!l~t a reasona.bly 

dctini to time lil1;i t cc.n be €I :;;t:;.blis:c.od.. 

~he :::0110\,r111$ ~orr.l of Ord.er is recommcl'lded.: 

O?'2)3? ..... - - --
The Cit:, of ~o:;; .ArJ.2~'Jles ~levins filed the sbove Cl1""i tled 

.:::.::?!>lics:~:i.on \'Ii t:b. the Cor:.!niss::'on ior ,ermission to construct rul under-

sr~dc cro:;;~ing 0::' Lc. Oi0110ga. Bouleve.:-d st its intersection with 

~c.cif'ic Electric :iail~y Com:,:aIlY".:;, zo-c~lled r'Venice Short Line" 

in t~e City ot Los ~~sclez, e ::?ub::c ~es.ring naving been held, the 

Cor:::.au.ssion ooins ap,:;rised of t: ... 6 :Zscts, ti'.0 rac.tter being under sub";' 

I~ IS :3?3BY OE~~?~ th~t if ~ni when La Cienegc. Eoulevcrd 

s:1&11 be cOl'!str..::..ctec'l. c.c:::,osc t21C 70nice Short Line of :?.:::.cific 

Zlect:-ic ~il~~y in the loc~tion ~hown on ~~ ffi~rkcd ~Y~~ibit " , IT A 

carrying the t'rs.c::s of ~sid :;:'c.,cific 310ctric :1D.i1 Wo.J' above soid. !..a 

Cienee.:::. :Sou.lcv:;.rcl, in o.ccord.s.l~cc wi tll tI~e pler.. 'filed. in this rro-

ccccling o.~ Ex.1.ibi t liCIT, ::;.no, :;;uQject to the fo1101,ving concii"liions: 
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1. ~he ~ro~oscd grade sc~ur~tion sh~ll bo constr~ctcd.in 

D.cCOrds.:lce 'Hi tll det~iled. rlrulz which shall 'be su'bmi ttod to and be 

~~provod by this Co~ssion. 

2. ~~e cost of the grcdc separation, excl~sive of pavi~t . 

shall 'be borne: seventy-five (75~) ,er cant, by u~~licant ~~d twenty-

ii":c (25~j) 1/e:::- cent 'by ?c.ciiic Electri-: Rc.:LlvJ<..1~.r Com!ls,ny. ~ho cost 

of ~SVi1~ shall be borne by ~~plic~lt. The ~aintenancc of the tracks 

~nd t~e eu~,orting str~cture shall be borne 'by ?s.cific Zlectric Rail-

"'lay CO~J?SI:.Y. ~he road.wc.y Mel dro.ino.ge :.:..hull be caintsined at tho 

3. Co::!struction wor~ on tilis grc.dc sepc.ration zAe.ll not 

be ztsrted until subsequent order is issued by this Commission, 

length of ti~e within wl'licn it stJ.ull be completed, :proViding, ho't"/Qver, 

th~t such ~at~ o.nd ti~e rnsy be changed by tAc Co~ission, if cir-

cumst~~ccs :::-e~uire such ~ction. 

4. ~e Co~s~io~ reserves the right to roc.ke such further 

Order relative to locc.tio~, constr~ction, operation, maintenance ana 
~roto~tion of said Ulldergrade cro~sins as to it ~y seem right and 

::;ro:;?cr, ~11C. to rcvo~e its l'e:::rnission it, in its Ju.d.gment, !,u"olic con-

~ctiance 8.nd ::J.ccczsi ty d~:U~!1a. ~u.ch ~ction. 

~~is Order shall oecome effective ~lenty (20) d~ys ~ftcr 

tLe :calcine: t:c.c re of. 

2be foregoing O~inion and ardor are ccreby ap~roved ~d 

ordered. iilee. sc tiic Opinion I).~d. Ordor 0:: the ~il:o ad. COll'.wiz.sion of 

t~c State of C~lifornis.· I, 
tf d.c.y of Dated ~t ~an Francisco, California, this 

l~ovel'J'oor, 1924. 
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