
Decision No. , 't :t~-j . 

B.ZFORE TH:,:; EAILHO.m COWoISSION OF TEE STATE OF C.ALIFO:&'~IA 

) 
) 
) 
) A~p1ication No. 10226. 
) 
) 
\ 
I 

In the !':la.tter of tho ~~:9lic:ltion of the 
CALlFO:\NIA HIGH'dAY Cor\1U~ION for n.n 
or~er authorizing the installa.tion of e 
proposed highwa.y under-pass un~er The 
Western P:::.cif1c R~ilroo.d Co:r.l's.ny ncar 
North Sacrsoento, Sacra=ento County. 
----------------------------------------) 

In the matter of the application of the 
C.;,LI:roP.NI.b. EIGli\'J.lY COl2::IS;;'IOX for an 
ordor au'chorizing the i:::.stc.llc.tion of 
a pl'oposea highway under-pass under the 
S~cramcnto Northern Railroad ncar North 
Sa.cramento, Sacramento County .. , 
------------------------------------------

) 
) 
\ 
I 
) APplication No. 10227. , 
J , 
J 
\ 
J 
) 

P:::.u1 F. Fratossa~ for s~~licant. 
J~l::les s. 11ooro, Jr., for-The Wostern 

Pacific Railroad Company. 
Ch:lrlcs R • ..J),e.t.:r.iok and Theod.ore W. Chester. 

for Sccramento Northern Railroad.. 

V.sITT~SEY, CO!Wt.ISSIONBR: 

OPINION ----.---
The California Highway Co~ission in Application 10226 

s.slc~ for an order an,thorizirJ.[~ the C onst:r'OC tion o:f $. ~te. te Highway 

under t~e track 0: The i~estern Pacific Rc.ilroad COlJl:9any, herein-

a~te:r ca.lled. Western Company, und' in Application 10227' aeks for an 

order authorizi~g the construction of·a. State Highway under the 

track of Sscrs.mento Northern Railroac.., hereinafter called. Northern 

Compo.ny. In both a~plic3tions the Highway Commis~1on,~sks the 

R$ilro~d Com=ission to a.p~ortion tho co~ts of the two sub~~ys be-

tween the int erested. parties. 30th su,bways are located a.t North 

Sacr~~ento, S~cramento County. 
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A public haexing wns held on these $pplications in Sa~­

ramento September l6~ 1924. 

The proposed crossir.g under the tl'::l,ck of Western Company 

is locatou. as shoviD, in Exhibit "A" attached. to Appli cation 10226, and 

the ~roposed crossil~ und.er tho tr~ck of Northern Company as Sh~v.n 

in Exhibit l'A" attached. to A.pplication 10227. The Stato Highway, on 

which these proposed subways are located, extonds from the north end. 

of ~welfth Street, Sacra.mento. across the American River to North 

Sacramento, Roseville and pOints east and north. .i3etV'lcen the 

A."D.erics.n Ri ..... er .3ridge and. North Sacre.!n.ento the highway is now 03.1"-

riod on a trestle eighteen feet wide which crosses the two railroads 

at gr~de. These grade crossings are protected bya.utomat1c flag-

~en. ~he liigh~y Commission proposeS to construct their highway 

at grotmd. lev,~l parallel to .o.nd. north of the ey.,isting trestle and 

cros:;;;ing 1,;;Jlo.e:r t!lO trc.cks of the t\'!O railroad companies. 

In certa.:L."l years Q.uring the rz.iny or flood sC$.son, the 

ground. on which tr.is highway is to '00 built has belen ir..undated 

for short periods, and it is reasonable to ~xpect reourrences, of 

At 9. time v!hen thi S conal tl on eZi st s,' the 

propose~ st=etch o~ highvrey will be u3010ss for travol. ~vo detour 
, . ' 

route8 can be. D.vaila.'blG :tor U2e dour-ln.;; flood timos; :first. 'by using 
the existing trestle; second, by turning to the north neaT the easter-... 

1y end of t h{1 .A..Inerican Ri VOl' .!3ridgc on on oXisting county road 

~own as tho l~atomas Bo'U.lovard to the Nato:.ro.s Levee, thence turning 

easterly o.no. s.long tr..e l;atores Levec and thence east o.long El Camino 

Avenue ecros:z thl~ trac}:s of both. ra11rocdc Sot gra.de to a connootion 

wi th t:c.e State Highway in l;orth Sacre.mento. 'rhi:;; detolll' W j:lld be 

appr07.i~telY si~~y-five hWld.rodths o~ a milo longer tb.~ the route 

by the existing trostle. 
~lans are in a preliminary s~age for the recl~roation of 

this flooded, territory, 'but it appoa.rs that it will be rnwy years 
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before; tei::; rcc:l~tio!l will "Jc Q.ctuc.lly c:1:foctce.. 

':2:£-.0 c~i:;;'tin$ t:t""'!ztle is only r.::iS'~ltGCn fCf)t rlid.c ~nd. c:::.rrics 

c. 0.:::'i1:,,- tr.:::.iiic of troe 8000 ~o 10,000 vehicles, :. volume of trtiiic 

for w:lic: ... i" .. i~~ inaclccr~8.te. ~b.o im:.deCl,u:;::,cy of tllis tre::tlc ilu:: :ll-

re~d.~· been cliSCUSSCe. 'OJ' the Commic.sion in it:: Dcci::ion 7329 whicA 

~outilc::n J?~ciJ:'ic Com:V:;:J.l~· in rO$:::.::.-1 "';0 '1i:'lC d~1g0l~ouS ::..nd. con,zeztcd. 

"~:rc.fiic ooncli tionc in t~lC 12th Street Subw~y. In its Deoision, 

(18 C.:2.C. 52b) t:::.e CommiS:;>i.on statec: ",tl....'1.o.l:lzis of the cVid.cnce 

zl'lOWS tll.e.~ th<! e:::ltiro rli:;:t~ncc from tlle south oml of "'vhe subway to 

tl:e :north end. 0;: ':;::e lliZ:Wl:::'Y treztle is a thro:::.t through ",?,hich c.ll 

wood.en trestle:;;, r:.:thcr ~:nan tile sl.l.bwe.~· (ti:e TV1Cltth Stroe.t cU".Jway) 

o.nc. t~'lC in torvcnill~: roo.dVl~Y, c..etcrmillG tho t::.-c.fiic cOl1gcstion." 

':'ol.. t is rec.so.:'lD.olc to c:q?cet tilutthiz vct4icul::lr trc.fiic 

\-'Jill L.'lcrc~sc in ti.:e l"..ltt:.:'C, ".:.:10 Ziehvro..y Co.cm:.iszion >J.u:: c:.ceig.n.cd. So 

hiSf...\7~~' thirty feot ·wid.c wi tl1 3ui:lW~YZ 'tl.udc:' t[.e two r:;.ilI'O ~dc, hC.V1n.g 

t~urtJ' :foot clear o,eniue;::;;, ·~o rc,l~oo ti.:.e exi::;".:;ing trcztlc. Thiz 

r.igh:w~y i:.:.; l')c.rc.:"lel t:~ncl o.d.jc.cc~.I.t to tho. trcz'!jlo, end the two C1l'OwayZ 

will thorofore ero:;;:;; 'tij,c r~il:roe.dz on a zkew. ~hc hiehwc.y ~~v6:=.ant 

a..~cl :;;ub\"ro.y z~;ruet'llrc S ::o.rc co ric:;;ignod tn.at, if vehicular tr~fic 

doublc.d. ill '.~~~o. th. 

~J.Z cxictil;.z hi:::i',WC.:," trcctle ic ill euen ,oor con6.i tion 

" .. :,,~t '';110 :Leil.::.tcm:.l';,cc c!l[il1t3er !ll::::'~-;:c::;; :;;.n' i.L'l:;J:Qection every day an(i 

m:::.kcs rer.cw~l::; w:l'3re necessary; ~l.nd., therefore, it wou::.e. not be o.d';; 

VS-'1t:;:.seouz :;:.nd ::c.:Cc to '!lCO it =:os Son emergency d.ctour, or to continuo 

hicul~r tr~ffic. 

~l~lS tor a ~U0~C.Y ~tr~cturc with two ~iftccn foot road.-

wo.ys :::.t 0. skew with the r~:i.l:,oad.s o.nc. c.lso for strt1.cturcc :.t rieht..:. 
.206 
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~lez v~t~ the rcilro~ds were introduce~ in order to stow that tncy 

could "oe ouilt ~ore c~eaplY t~~ the structur~ ,roDosed in the 

~e oaief uim in con~tructins grade ZODar~t~onc io the 

elitt!.n.~':~i Otl of i:az.:::.rcl :.;;.nc":. it iz :lot de Bira"ole J the reforc, to 'build. 

c cuo~y structure of center ~ior dcsien with diviclccl roe~wc.ys for 

hecvy '~ruffic ~t high s!,eed on c.cco"U...YJ.t of tile n.uzo.=cl of colli~ion 

elecr ~vic.~~h of tt.irty ~cet justifiae its &cldi tiol1o,l cost c.".le to this 

feo:turc 0.10!lC.. !f t::..e ::;;' .. ::.:Jv:~y:;: were "built c. t right c=;gles to J.:he 

-l1li::'od.. :::'von it "vce coct ot 'rillO subwo.y st::,ucturos bo thus roduced, 

CrCo.SCh 0.11(.1. in r..ddi tiOll t~c traVEl line publ ic will be l'.lsteric.lly in-

cOl:.lvcnicncec.. .. 

~lo.l:.cin$ 0.11 clerr .. cnt:;; t~:s.t entor i~"lto "~:::..i:;; 2/:'0010::', it is 

tr~c~~ of t11C t"'VO rc.ilroc.ti cotcl'c.nies • 

...;..~ :;;\;.c11 time s c.s ti~c srou,lld level b.i,s.:l1wo.y ll1:?1.Y oe :flooded. 

fl:;;..g~Cl1 co ntinu.cu:..;ly U1.::~il "tl'lC ol;.J.crgcncy iz over. 



both c.:~ses. 

~uto~~tic fl~~mcn rele~sed. 

0:::: [.i2;;:' fills IJr trcetles which Boot c.::: bc.rriel's to the sa.::c W1I:A. 00:0.-

\·cr:.icnt ::10','1 01 tro.iiic :;I.nd to free srovl'th of the surrounrlir..g oO'Ulltry 

of :;.. .rt.il::'C Cot: v/itil it::: iliZh speed. trsil1s :;.cte., .. ~O a cc::tc.in extent, 

cost of ~ro~:~ing rca~onably zcfe convenient 

r()~;;;;o:n.:;:.·bl.o in ·~~oso two inct~cc s, to ul'l'orti on tl'lo 00.:;1; o:f edeq.uc te 

r~11ro:..:cls • 

be loc~tccl .at '~hc ~r8.dc c1"os8i:163 of ooth rc.i1roads with 31 C~iIlO 

route du~ to =:oo~ conditionz. 

~~;,e ::o11owinE" i'or~ of' order is rcco~o:r.ded: 
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o R D -- --

(.l.!'Dlic::::.tiO.!1 10226) and. ior :::.n ordor ~uthorizin$ tf.J.e con::;tru.otion of 

an unclElr-s:r~clc cro ;;:;:::;inC under tllO tr~c1:e of Sc.ercmonto Northern Rc.il-

::,o~d (.b.l':>lioation 10227), both :near ~;o'1:th Sacr~l:.ento, Sc.cr:;;..roonto 

C01l...'1ty, ane::. :::or ~!l orc.cr ciio:;·id.ine "(;1:0 cost ti:.crcot, Co public ,heo.rlng 

I~ "~n~ t ".;1:0 Co.lifor!.!.ic. Eighwc.y Commi s:;ion 

be e.l1o. :i. t i~ :c .. creoy authorizod. to construct a..'1 1l..'1dor-erade cros:;;ing 

lovr.Ln~ cond:L "liions: ... 

:!?lc.ceci at ".;~ .. e c:ro;;;::;ine of E1 Ct:;.t:.ino li.vonue 'Nit.b. e~d. WcctCrIl :Pacific .' 

U)) If :;;o.i d ero ::;::.:il1.S ::;r..c.ll l~O t ::f.l. "TC be a n i:.:);2. tc.lle d. wi thin 

::;ct:t:.cJ:.. t order. 



(Co) ]~i:fty (50f~) por cent of the cozt of conctru.c~~ing tn() 

o::-C:;;:;inS c;:.cclu;ci va ot lJs.vi~:i.S Sll8.1~' oe 'borne "oy :;:'::?l')lic~l1 t. 
(b) "''''.' .. ~.~ 

~..I, ... ",y ( ;iO;,~) !Jor CC:'lt of .... 
",flO cost of COllotructi:1S the 

cro:~illS cAclil:~i va of :jeti~Jg ~t:cll be corne oJ'· '::[ .. 0 Vicste::-n :?ucific 

(c) S~:·lC entire co:..:."'.; oi' :'\~villg "'.;lj.c rco.dwe.y c~:::.ll be ~orno 

Co:-.:;:iis:;:;ion 'be :';:"-10. it ic :.i.cre"oy :":'"J.t{~or.i. zed. to co .. 1:;;truct :lr.i. u.."'ldcr-erD.cle 

cros~ill~ Ul!clcr -,:;,r.c trl;.cl:s of ;;;acr:::.mcuto :iort::"crn ?..::;.ilrcccl nc$.!' !Tcrth 

lo~·rl.rl$ conc.i t io:e,s: 

(2) c!i.~c ,:>ublic ero.c..o cro;;,.:.;in,s' c.djo.cont to t:C~c lcc~:~ion of 

(5) Ii c.ro:;::;;i:::1cr z~1s.11 not ::avc jeon ccnztructeo. vr.i::t?l-'-

in OrlC :rc.;!.r from tnc d.:;.tc 0;;: ...... :;,i:::: orrlcr .. ..;c.c e.uthc:::i :c.tion 'herein 

by sub~eClu.ent orelcr. 

the co~ t ,of cOl1str'l:.cting 



(a) ~ifty (50/~) ~cr cent of J.j::e cost of conl;';tr'J.cting the 

crozci:'l2; ~xcl'J.:;;i 'Ve of l~ :. "'i :1~ sl:s.ll be oo=nc by :;~Jilic~nt. 

('0 ) 1'ifty ( 501;) per cent of "iil'lo coct of con:;:tI"'J.cting the 
c::,o:::::ing c:(cll,;,zi vc of ~::).Vi~S ~h$.ll be borne by S~cr2.m~nto !Yortt..ern 

:::.l11roc.d.. 

t:..o riSilJii t':J make such furt::or ord.ere rolc.tive to tile locc.tion, con-

~tr:;;.ctio.r:., c~€:r~tio:l,. mc.in"iicnu:lcc ~n:' ::!:::."otcction of s~icl crozcing 

its juclgme!lt, ti:c ,ublic cot.vcmoncc C,rJ.o. 11cce::::::i ty c.em511cl zucr. action. 

~1:'(1 fares'oine O:?illion :;:..nd. Order :::.re i:;.el'<loy s."roV'cd. :.me. 
o:-C..c:::"oa. fi106. t~Z "iihe Opinion ~nd Or\ler of the Rt.ilr,)::'d. Comrilission of 

the Ztutc of Cc.li~ornia. 
'~ L ~ day of 

t 1924 .. 


