
Decision Xo .. ..}.':! ~f.clj 

In tne :.:~ttcr of the iJ.'Y'l1:)lic~tion of tilo 
~own of Fowle::- for 'Oer7dssion to estab ... 
lisli. ~.: er::.'.dc '~roSsi;3' scros::: the right 
of Vle:y and. trs.c~s of ~be Cell trc.l llacifi c) 
~d the So".;.thcrn E$.cii'ic Esilroad 
Co~pany, at Fowler, California. 

'.... ~.,.. C·... \...... .... 11'" i. ... rll.n:ur ""'.I..J.yn, l",y .lOo",,,,orney ,j.or a,:? canio. 
:~. W. :':ie.11\:0, for Sot:thern Eaci:i:ic ComDany 

~d Central ~~cific Railway Com, any. 

In the ~oove entitlod ~D~licution the ~ov~l' of Fowler eeeks 

PG:"::Uss: .. on to constru,ct :?cacll Street $.t grad.e across the tracks of 

SO"J.tbC:'ll E!;.cii'ic CO:D.ps.ny in 3'owler, Fresno County, California .. 

Se~tewber ~Z, 1924. 

loc~ted some ll.inc miles couthec.zt of tho City of Fresno. :::':erccd 

:Street i S t~e ,r:i.::lcl!ial cast ~d. west streat oi tile town, while 5th 

Stroet is ~:e Jrincipal north ~n~ ~cuth street. Southern ?c.ci~ic 

Com::?any's tracks pass through ~)oVl16r in a northwcster1~7 ~no.. 80Uth-

easterly direotion, and arc loc~tcd between 7th ~d 8th Streets. 

Eighth Street is l~c.vcd. and. ic tile route of the St~tc "highway r'WlIling 

J,)a.rallel to wd 200 feet westerly from. the :::ailro~d. Wi t:"l res!,oct 

to ~rca, t~c tracks divide t~e to~nl into ~~out e~ual ,arts; the 

b~:;;incss conter !:l.nrl the ere~te:, ::/urt of the develol'ment of the tovr.o., 

however, ic co.e": of '(,he tr~cl:z.. ~:..o ~')resent gr&de cros::;ings in 

jlowlcr nomecl ill t::..o orcler 0:: their location, beginning ','/i til tl:.o most 

- Dortr..erly one, are us iollows: ~c.ams Street,. :'~ri,os.e. Stroet, :':orced. 
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Street una. ~ille Street. ~he rO$:!?(lctive di:;:te.l'lce betwoen theE:(3 

croceir.,gc t.:.re appro:-:.i~ ... toly t..c follows: 1550, 950 .s.nd. 144:0 feet. 

~:c.e :?cach ::;;trcet crossing l'roposed [ .. crain ie loc(;j.ted 900 teet 

sou.tilcrly fro,::" the e::-:istL~: croscil1.€ st '"{inc Stroet. SouthCl"n 

Street crossing. 

:1'owler iz ~urroul1o..ea. by fertile agriculture.l lana. where 

:::'6.::go lluc.n ti tic s of srt;.!.pos ~:::,a grown. ~b.ara art) s. num'Jor of !J!.l.cking 

hou.soe aG.jacent to ':::'outhcrn :?o.cific CO!Dl'uny'~ trcck:::::. ~llC evidence 

,ccl:iD,S :'lcu.sc locc.tod. botwcol"J. Cth u..."lCi. 7th Streets and :;;outb. of' J?each 

St::-ee't. Un.do::- the !lrese:l't cone.itiol'ls northbound vchicul=.r trtA.f~1c 

on tlle State :-:ighway ::iouth of !->eo.ch Street desirins to ::cc.cll this 

::tacking hO"J.ze is reCl,u.irca. to tr~ve 1 north to tho crocsing c/.; Vine 

Street, Co dist&"'1ce o~ 950 fee t. '~nis pacting house handles ~bo'U.t 

5000 tons of fruit :?or ~·co.r, tl'lC groatc= ::t0rtion of w~'lich is sr~l:lec. 

tl'lO curod. rtlisins c:c.i:r>I'cd out b~' r::.i1, cs thls ~lant has ~ sp'C.r con-

nectio:l to~out~ern ?G.ci:f:'ic Corcp.:lny. There is a ~rivs"ce eros sing 

ove:- ~outhe:n :aciiic Co:n:>t.r' .. ~7T:; track.s at s. !Joint a"oout 100 ft. 

ille h$.s 000;"1 used. for over twenty ~"oo.rs 'by vehiculo.r trati'ic in gott-

ine to and from tee oai~ p::.cking Dlc.nt on ?o~ch Street. ~he old 

road. loadi~~ to t~s Drivcte crossing on the west side of the track 

w~s blocked oy t~e construction, in 1921, of tee ~t~d.crd Oil 

?ccctJ. Strcc't. ~c ),")rc$ont traveled. road. leading to this ,rivo.te 

croscing we~t ot tae track is ovor railr~d ~ropcrty wluch lZ not 

gr~d.ed. und. l'a.~suble only to light vohicles. 

!ll ::.dd.1tion to ucco=modo.ting vohicular traffic to the 



c:..1d packing :?1a."1 t on :20 ~ci.l ;;; t:-c c t, "'!jhc evid.ence shows ths. t t~e 

ge!'lero.l p'Uolic wo'.:;.ld to 3. zmc.ll extent only, usc tho~:,opoeed. croez-

ing, if CO:::lct::-uc'toc., in sotting to and. from the 'businoss ccntGr of 

POi1ler. ~he ·fine Street c.rosz1:cg is t$.vorc.'b17 :;;;ituo.ted to meet the 

2uolic needs ot noarly ~ll tae town tr~iiic that would uso tho pro-

lJOf:od cro::::sins at ?oac:1:. ~trQet. 

o~ t~is ~D21ication on t~e ground. thst it would. be o~ little servi~e 

to the generu.l public and wou.ld, to a certain exteD.t~ interfere wi tD. 

tho ::.!rt~ sent and future o::?e ra tiol'l of thei:- railroad l'ro~erty, in c.ddi-

tion to creatir~ an u.~ecess~ry h~zc.rd. ~~ore are oight passenger 

d.~J i:c C~~itio~ to extra trcins. ~hese tr~L~s ere o~erated at fairly 

hiSh rotes of 's~eed in the ~ic1nity of ?e&ch Street. 

After du.e coneidcl"o.tion of all the Ovi(J.ElllCe presented, it 

g:-anting ot t:C.1z ::."lic~~ion. It is evid.ent the crossing vlould serve 

a convenience to cert~in vchicul~r tr~ffic in getting to ~d from a 

packing ,1~1t on ~e~ch Stl"oet, in sddition to some local tr~ific to 

:;;.no. frot: tile 'business center of Fowler. ~is t:Jvr.n. tr:;:.tfic, however, 

is not erect a::lci it cloo:::: not s,y.ear to be u hsrdchip for it to use 

crossing ~t Vine Street. ~s for the traffic to tho 
" 

:packing :"ouse, nogoti& tions are now Ul1der way to ir:::l:?rove the :present 

priVate crOSSings, or cstc..olish one at ~ neVl loc$.tion. 

~he :t:ollowin.g fon cf order is recommended: 

O:?DER - - - --
;rcsrin,g h$.ving b~en held on this application, ~,nd the nm.tter 

sts.ncling suomi tted. fo:::" reasons :::ct forth in the I foregoing Opinion, 

!~ IS ORDzaED, thot the above entitled application 

be and the s~c hereby is ~eniecl, v~thout ,rejudicc. 
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~his Order :h~11 become effective twonty (20) d~ys atter 

tne m~king tAGreoi. 

ord.ered. :'::110d. CoS tee O"i~ion and O=der 0:: the ?s.ilroad Commission ... 

of tAe St~te of C~liforni~. 

:Datec. e.t Ss..."1 :frc.ncisco, Ce.liforr..is, thiS / 7 tl. clay of 

l:ove~"oG r, 1924. 

C olT.!ti S 5i on ~ rs • 


