Decicion No. /433

BEFORE TEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STAIE OF CALISORNIA

4

e ”

In the Matter of the Investigation /' y
or. the Commission's own motion of

the reguest of Postal Telegrapi- Case Noe 2068
Cable Company for vermission to

ostablish & telegrapk office in

the City of Chico, Califormie.

Ae B. Richards and C. E. Skhaw, for
Postal Telegraph-Cable Company;

Ae Eo Mey., Lor Tre Western Union
DPelegranh Coxpany;

E. . Pillsbrry, foxr The Pacific Tele~
prone and Telegraph Company.

SEALVEY, Commissioner.
02IXIOK

Oz October 25, 1924, Postal Telegrapk-Cable Company
informally regquested this Commission to grant it authority to
open & telegraph office at the City oZ Chico. On October 3.,
_1924, The Wosterr Union Telograph Company informally protested
this réc_uest, stating that Chico was being adequately served by
The Westerz Union Telegrepa Company,and further, that there was
not sufficient business to warrant the maintenance oL two Tele-
graph offices.

In the past, suthority o open velegravh offices hes

bpeen graonted bvoth Dostal Pelegraph-Cable Company and The TWestern

Union Telegrapk Compeny, &8 well as otner uwtilities, merely upon




their iequest t0 this Commission. In proctically overy instance,
nowever, where the Postal Coapeny hes 2sked to opexn an offioce,
The Vestern Union Telegraph Company hes informally protested suca
}auﬁho:ity being granted. In order that this Commission might be
officially adviced as to the extent to wrich both Postal Telegraph-
Cablé Company snd The Western Union Telegrapn Company have rendered
telegraph service in Califormia, and t0 waat extent They bhold them~
selves out to furnish telegrapa-service througrout Celifornig, the
commission institutod, upon its own motion, en investigetion in the
matter of the proposed esteblishment of s telegraph office in the
City of Chico.

The hearing ir this matter was held in Ssn Franeisco

on November 28, 1924.
The evidence in this proceeding shows that both Fostal

Telegraph—Cablé Company end The Western Unior Telegrapk Company have
been operating snd carrying oz & genersl telegraph business in Cali-
fornia for memy yesrs, and do now hold Taemselves out to extend and
fumish service to any placoe in Celifornis where there 1s a reason-
sble demend for telegraph service. At the present time, the Postal

Company operates telegraph offices in some thirty-nine (39) cities,

and the Western Union Company hac offices in approximately'six

yundred end £ifty (650) cities in Californis. The retes charged by
the Rostal Company'in Celifornie are from Fifteen per cent (15%) to
twenty per cent (20%) lower then tae corresponding rates charged by
the Wostern Unioxn Company.

Tﬁe Western Uaion Telegrapn Compan& objects to Postel
Telegraph-Cablé Company opering an office in Crico for The reason
that it vellieves that tacre is not sufficient business to warrent
both compenies meinteining seperate offices. Tt further cleims that
the service which Lt has beon furnishing and 4is now furnishing, in

the City oZ Chico, i setisfoctory snd adequate. It “urther delieves
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whatover business tho Postal Company may receive, if it estab-
lishes an o0ffice st Chico, will be thet which it takes away
from the Western Union Company .

Granting the statements made by the Western Union
Company, roletive to its service ia Caico, it is t¢ be bornme in
nind that both comnenies ¢laim to have veen, for many yoars,
opersting generslly throughout this stete, and to be serving the
same territory in competitiorn. This contexntion by Postal Compsny
was not disputed nor questioned by the Wesvern Union Company, snd
in view of its failure to do so, the objecticas ralised by it do
not appear to be suificient now 0 warrant our refusing Rostal
Company sutaority to establisn tkis office. Although duplication
of facilities snd service may result, the only remedy that appears
at the precent time Ffor this coxdition is for Postal Telegraph~ |
Csble Compeny and Tae Western Uaioz Telegraph Compeny t0 appesar
Jointly beforxe this Commission reguesting an gllotment or division

of territory within whick each shall render telegraph service with-

out competitior.

The Commission having instituted, RO its own
motion, an invéstigation into the matier of the proposed estad-

1ichment oF & tclegraph office in the City of Chico by Rostal

Telegreph~Cadble Company, snd there appearing no good reason why

Postal Telegrash-Cable Company cnoult not be grented suthority
fox the establischment o suck & telegraph office in the Ccity of

Chico: & public hearing having been neld, and the matier Mo~

mitted,




IT IS Z=RERY ORDERED that Postal Telegraph-Ceble
Company be, ond it ig kereby, granted guthority to establish a
telegrash 0ffice, for the transaction of gemeral telegraph
business, in the City of Chico, providing, said office is ested-
1ished on or before December 31, 1924; snd further »roviding
that notice thot said office nas been established is givern to
this Commission witzin o poriod of five (5) days after the estab-

listment 0f seid office.

Dated at San Francisco, Colifornmis, this é§§<
dey of &WJ , 1924.
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Commxssioners.é;7r




