Decision No./ 443 ).

BEFORE TEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF TED STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In tke tter of the City of

z 7/’3
South Gate for oxder of author-

)
) // {
1zation for grade orossing over, ) %j /i !’
on and aeross ths Southern Pacific ) Application Xo. 1045
Railrosd tracks in the City of ) ,
South Gate. )

Gordon X. Gale and B. A. Eayns,
for spplicent.

Frank Xerr for Southearn Pacific Company.

J« R. Berryzan, Jr. for Los Angeles County
Grade Croszssing Committes.

WEITTIESEY, Commisesiorer:
OPINIOX

In this application the City of South Gete seeks permission
to conetruct Califorpis Averme and Mountein View Avenue at grade

aoross Southern Pacific Company's Sante Ana Branch.

A public hearing in this matter was held in Los Angeles,

November 5, 1924.

South Gate 1s an incorporated city with an estimated POp-
alation of 6,000, situated about one mile south of HTentington Park
ip Los Angeles Comnty. The corporate limits extend a little ovexr

three-quarters of a mile north and south ond 8 1ittle laess than two
miles east end west. Southern Pacific Company’s track runs through
the ity ir an eesterly end westerly direction, dividing the oity into

about equal parts with respect to area. The bueiness center end
greater portion of the residences of South Gate are located north of
the railrosd. A% present there are two public crossings over Southern

Pacific Company's track within the c¢ity limita which are located at
Long Beach Bowlevaerd and State Street, situsted approximately 3200

feset apart. Long Seach Boulevard is a tarough traffic ertery ex-
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tending from Log Angeles 4o Long 3each spnd carries s very heavy
volume of vehicular traffic. This highway erosses Southem Pacifie
Company's track in the westerly portion of ths oity. State Street
i2 a north and esouth highway of Soutz Gate which passes through the
business center and 18 situsted spproximately in the center of the
town. In addition to the two public croseings there are two other
orogsinge over the railrosd, one & private orossing used prineipelly
to serve & sand and gravel bunker located near Garden View Avenue
gsome 1200 feet west of State Street, and the other an unofficial
croscing near San Juan Averue uwsed by the general yublic and situated
approximately 3300 feet oact of Stats Street.

The City of South Gate filed an application with this

Commission April 23, 1923, asking pemission to construct Otis
Strect, Chestnut Avenue and Californis Avenue at grade aocross

Southern Pacific Company's track in the City o€ South Gate. 3y the
terme of the Commission’s order in Lits Decision No. 12866, dated
November 26, 1923, applicant was granted permission to construet
Otis Street beneath the trocks of Southern Pacific Company under
certain conditions. That vortion of the spplication asking permis~
gion t0 construot Crhesinmut Avenue snd Celifornia Avemme, at grade
acrost the railroszd was denied without préjudice. Otis.Averme is
located in the easterly portion of the city some 4500 feet east of
State Street. The testimony chows that to date tre City of South

Gate hes not exercised its privilego oI constructing the Otis Street
srossing. The principal reason that the work has not gone forward
is, the city officials have fclt that the ¢ity could not afford the
improvement &t this time.

The Southern Pacitic Compeny's line involved herein,
known a8 the Sante Ana braneck, hes 2 single main line track along
the centar of & 100 foot rigkt of way through the City o South

Gats. A% present the reilrod operates normally gix freight trein
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movenents per day over this branch line. Thaese trains travel at
moderate rates of speed in the vicinity of the proposed croesings.
Adjecent to the roilroad and perslleling it with & width of 45 feet
on either side is & public highway known as Independence Avenue.

The Californis Avenue crossing spplied for herein, is de-
Sired to serve The easterly wortion of the city, veing located soms
1800 Zfeet eacst of Stete Streét. This avenue is favoradbly situated
to become an importent norta end soutk highway artery extending from
1te intersectiorn with Long Beach Boulevard in Iynwood north to an
intersection with Florence Avenue in Euntington 2ark, a distense of
sore fouxr miles. It passes through Walnut Park, South Gate snd
Home Gardens. Celiforniz Averme in the vicinity of the proposed
crossing 18 an 80 foot kighway waich is umpaved at this time. The
evidence shows that the paving of this highway through South Gate is

contingent uwpon the granting of this arplication; that in the avent
vermission ie granted to construet the crossing applied for, the

street will be paved &t once. The crossing epplied for at Califarnis
Avenue will cerve as & meterisl convenience to meny of the school

children ettending the school located three dlocks to the east of

California Avenue and 300 feet south of the reilrcad. XNo serious ob-

Jections to the granting of thic application were preserted. 1% is
evident thet Celifornia Avenue when paved will afford a desirable
route for & rathexr large volume of vehicular traXfic in the viointty,
and that public convenience ard rnecessity will then Jjustify the
granting of a public oroesing over tais point. Ae for protection at

the crossing, it would seem that an autometic flagman should be in-

stalled sc there will undoudbitedly be & large volume of vehicular
traffic using this highwey wher opered, and the fact that the cross=-
ing of the reilroad is situsted between highway intersections adds
to {t8 hazard. With & grade crossing at California Avemse, it would
appear that the unofficial crossing located detwesn San Juan and San
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Luis Avenues shouvld be effectively closed.

The crossing spplied for et Mountein View Avenue is sit~
uated approximately 2400 feet west of the grade crossing at State
Streat and 800 feet ¢est of the Long Beach Boulevard crossing. The
evidence shows that there is 8 tentative plan to make Mountain View

a througk street from Florence 4venus in Euntington Park to Long

Beach Bouleverd in South Gate, & distance of zbout one and one half

miles. The highway is planned to serve the ad jncent territory and

relicve the congestion or Long Beach Boulevard. At present this
street through South Gate 1s improved with light 01l macadam which

is now in a rether poor copnditiorn. Applicant contends that a orosgs-
ing at Mountair Tiew Avenue would vermit ¢f re-routing the municipal
busses to asdvantage, 88 suck re-routing would avold tae necessity of
going wpon Long Beach Bouleverd where heavy traffic is encountered.

Until suck time as the proposed plens for opgning gnd improving

Kountein View Avenue have teken 2inal form, there is litt&e public
necessity for this crossing to accommodate through trhffic, and it

would, if instslled, shorten the distence dbut little %o loocal traffic
as compared with the courses now available in oerossing over the
railroad.

From the evidence, it does not appear that public conven-
jence and necessity justifies the granting of a grade orossing at
Mountain View Averue &t thic time. While it would not create &
public hazard of unusual megnitude, the public benefit derived deces
not aprear to Justify the public razerd and inconvenience to railroad
operation that would Be incident tTo 1ts construction.

The following form of order is heredy recommended:

Toe City of South Gate having made application for per-

mission 40 construct California Avenue and Xountain View Averms,

respectively, at grade &cross gouthern recific compaxy's track in the
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City of South Gate, County of Los Angeles, State of Californie, &

public hearing having deen held, the Commission being apprized of
the facts, the matter deing under submission and ready for decision,

IT IS ZERSEY ORDERED, that the City of South Gate be and
it is hereby granted permissior to construet California Avenue at
grade scroes Southerr Pacific Company's track in the location shown
on thé mep attached to the application and marked Exhidbit "A™, the
Baid oroscing to be constructed subject to the following conditions:

{1) The sntire expense of constructing the erossing shall
be borne by epplicant. The cost of Lits meintenance up to lines two
(2) feet outclde the rails shsll be borme hy applicant. The main-~
tenance of that portion of the crossing between lines two (2) feet
outside of the outside reils chall be borme by Southern Pacific
Coumpany.

(2) The crossing saall be constructed of = width not lees
than twenty-five (25) feet cnd 2t an angle of ninety (90) degrees
to the railroad, and with gradec of approsch not greater.than five
(5) per cent; shall be protected by suitable crossing signs, and
shall in every way be made safe Lor the passage thereon of vehiclses
and othexr road traffiec. |

(3) An autometic flsgmex chall be installed for the pro-
tection of said crossing st the sole expexnse of applicant, said
eutomatic flagmen to be of a typre and installed in accordance with
plens of data zpproved by the Commission. The maintenance of said
flagman to ve borme by Southern Pacific Company.

(4) Applicant shell, within thirty (30) deys thereafter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the in-
stellation of said crossing.

(5) If said crossing shall not have been installed within

one year from the date of taies order, the suthorizetion herein
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granted shall then larse and become void, tnless Zurther time is
granted by sudsequent ordex.

(6) The Commicssion reserves %khe right to make such further
ordefs ralative %o the location, construction, operation, meintenance
and protection of seid croszing as to it may seem right and proper
anfl to revoke its permission 41f, in its judgment, ithe public conven-
ience and nececsity demend such action.

(7) Whexn seid crossing ie consiructed end open to public
treffic, the existing greds crossing now used by the »ubdblic vetwesn
Sen Juen and Sen Iuie Averues shell be sbendoned snd effectively
closed at the sole expense of Soutkern Pacific Company.

IT IS EZREBY ORDERED, thst permission to construet Lountain
View Averue at grade ascrocs the track of Southern Pacific Company be
axd 1t is hereby derdied without vrejudice.

"hic oxder shell bvecome effective within tenrn days after
thg naking thereof.

The foregoing Opinion end Order sre heredy ampproved and
ordered filed as the Opinion snd Order of the Railrosd Commission of

the Stats of Celifornisa.

Deted at San Frencisco, Celifornia, tais 2"? day of
Decenmber, 1924 '

Commissioners.




