Decision Xo. [ L}' 355—

BEFORE TEZ RAILROAD COIZIISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Mattexr of the Application of
the CITY OF BEVERLY EILLS for an
ordor authorizing the.comstruection

of crossings at grade ovexr the Pacifle
Electric tracks at Foothill Road,
north to Santa llonica Boulevaxd;
Roxbury Drive north,crossing Sants
ionica Bowlevard.
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Application No. 10277 .

[ T N T N N

Re Ce Taltz, City Attormey for Applicant.

Prank Xerr, for Pacific Electric Reilwzy Co.

Joby. B. Berryman, Jr., for Los Aungeles
County Grade Croscing Committes,

SEORZ, COMMISSIONZIR:

OPINION.

In the above entitled application the City of Beverly
Hills a.sks'pemission t0 construct Foothill Road ard Roxbu:ﬁ' Drive,
respectively, ot grade across certain tracks of Pacific Zlectric

Reilway Company, im the City of Beverly Eills, Los Angeles cwn?y,
Californisce SR
A public hearing was held in this matter at Beverly Eills,

-

September 16, 1924.
At the hearing, applicant, with the concent of the other

interested parties, requested thot this application be modified to
request perxmission to construct & grade crossing at either Foothill
Road or Beverly Boulevard, in licu of the originel regquest Zor per=
mission to comstruct & grade crossing at Foothill Road. Beverly

Boulevard intersects tae reilrosd a% a point approximetely 400 feeot

nortresct of the intersecticn of the proposed Foothill crossing.




By the termes of this Coxmission™s oxder in 1ts Decis-
ion No. 12899, dated December 4, 1924, in Application No. 8911,
the City of Beverly Eills wac denied pei-mizsion to construct
Beverly Boulevard at grade across Pacific Electric Railwy
Compaxy®z track. Ac cet fortk in the Commission’s opinicn of

ite Decisiofn Xo. 12899, refeoxrred to above,

"3everly Bovlevard at tzis location ig now
a locel street but & ic cortemplated that uwltimately
this street will be connected thkrougk to Los Angeles
and become one of the mein trorougkferes in this section
from LoS ingelee to the beech territory. * ¥ *

"The construction of Beverly Boulevard acro=s
the railroed into that portion of Sante Lionica Boule-
vard nortk of the treck at grade would creste a very
hazardone cordition. This hazard would de vartially
due to the normsal nazerd of any hizhway deing comnstructed
at grade zcross the railrocad and partially due to the
junction of thig highwey immedistely adjacent to the
railrosd crocsirng with a very heavy travelled through
Youlevard. Until sueh time as 3everly 3oulevard does
become & tarougk artery of traffic there does not
appeer t0 be arny urgent necesesity for this crossing
but when Beverly Bouvlevard is mede & through route of
traffic a grade crossing at this point would becone
ope of urusual hozard snd if constructed across the
railroad it s ould ve constructed other than grade.”

The proposed crossing at Foothill Boulevsrd iz over
Pacific Electric Railway Compexny's line between Beverly Eills
and Eollywood, sometimes kuown st the "Hollywood Lire."™ This
cxossing ié descired to afford an outlet to the north for sn im~
dnstriel distriet which is developing very rapidly. This dig~
trict it in the form of a triangle, bounded on the vorthwest by

the gaid "Hollywood Iine™, or the south by Pecliic Electric Raile

way Company'e so-called "West Sixteonth Street Line”, and on the




aast by Doheny Drive, and is es3t of the Junction of the two
railroads.

The principal dbusiness aistriet of 3everly Eills
1ies ot %he intersection of Canyon Drive =nd Burten Way, vkich
point is just souwtk of the Junetion of these two railroads. Wnile
a croscing in the vidnity of Footkzill Road would not be of
meteriel benefit o vehiculer traffic between the industrial dis-
+rict roferred to ghove ani the business center of the city, it
would, nowever, ve of meterial benefit to traffic from the in-
dustrial district %o that vorsion of Beverly Eills lying nortawest
of Senta ionice Boulevard, which constitutes & large portion of

the City's residential section. 4t present this traffic is re-

guired to travel south and cross tae seid "Miect Sixteenth Streetl

Tine" at Alpine Drive, and thence northerly éo Sante Lonica Boule-
vard, which involves crossing the railroad agein; or it must travel
easterly %o the croscing over the "Zollywood Zine" at Doheny Drive
which i3 neer <he e2st boundary line of tkhe city.

The right of ivay 0f +he Recific Zlectric Railway Conx-
pany's "Hollywood Line,” in tae vicinity of Foothill Road, divides
Sente fonica 2ewlevard inte two porvions. Rhe portion of Sanve
Tonica Zoulevord parsllel to end on the rortaerly side 02 the rail=-
»oad is one of the mein highways between 3everly Zills and Zolly=-
wood, which i3 & paved road and caxries & large volume of vericular
traffic. The portiorn of Sonta lionica Zouleverd on the southerly
side of the railroed extends from Doheny Drive on the east TO

Alpine Drive on the west, s distence of spyroximately 4,200 feet,

and cerries only o comparatively smell volume of local traffice




Docific slectric Rallway Compeny normally operates
81 interurban paessenger trains snd twelve freight trains per day
over its "Hollywood Iine." These trains trevel at fairly high
rates of 3peed in the vicinity of Foolthill ioad. sleaough the
highway on either side of the reilroed rigat of way admits of s
fairly good view of the troacks, bighway intersections on either
side of the railroud would add to the hazard of the grade Cross-
ing. Under the conditions prevailing, it sppears thal an auto~
matic flegman should be provided for the protection of this cross~
ing, if installed.

mhere was no serious objection presented to Oppose tne
granting of & crossing in tze vicinity 0% Poothill Roed. From
the evidence, it sprears thst public convenience snd necessity
require thet the industrial property relerred vo above be given
s more direct outlet to Santa lomice 3ouleverd, and that 2 cross-
ing at Poothill Road will meet toe locel needs f£or the present.
I? snd when s grade seperation is effected ot the interseation

0f Beverly Bouleverd snd tze said "Eollywood Zine,™ the grade

crossing at Foothill Road, if constructed, should be abandoned

and effectively closed.

Pacific Zlectric Beilway Compeny precented estimedes
showing costs of the two different types 02 crossings which might
be installed over its 1line at Poothill Road, ome of & permonent
nature to cost spproximately $2,180400, and the other of lighter
construction to cost 51,485.00. An automatic flugmen was included
in each estimete. In view of the fact that the crossing at Toothill

Road is intended primerily for local tralfic and may be discon-

tinued within a few years, if and when a grade sepsration is ef-
fected at Beverly Zoulevard, it would seem that & cheaper Type of

construction would be sppropriste under these conditions.

-l




Tne grade crossing applied Zor st loxbury Drive is sit-
vated southwest of thoe dusiness center of Sevorly Eills and over
Racific Zlectric Zoilway Company's line vetween 3everly Zills and
Sawtelle. In the vicinity of Joxdbury ODrive, Santa llonice Boulevard,
which i3 s very heavily travelled higkhway, is parallel t¢o znd on
the northerly cide of tho ruilroad right of way, whilo Burton Way
13 parsllel %0 and near the southerly side of tho rsilrosd propexrty.
Tho nearest public crossings over the railroad to Zoxbury Drive are
located to the southwest at ./ilshire Boulevard some 900 feet dis-
tant and to the northeast =t Zodeo Drive, a distance of spproxi-
mately 1,100 feet.

The proposed crossing at Zoxbwry Drive is desired pri-
marily t0 relieve congestion at the intersection of Wilshire 3oule-
vard gnd Santa lonica 3oulevard, two heaevily trevelled highways
between Los Angeles and the beach district. The evidence shows
that at times the trafiic becomes so demnse at this intersection
that even under the direction of police regulation, requiring the
traffic to 2ollow only certain courses, delays of considerable
magnitude are experienced. .Lnovaer element thav adds to the con-
gestioﬁ at this intersection is the fact thst the railroad crosces
Wilshire Boulevard immediately cast of Santa lionics Zoulevard.

With a crossing over tae railroad at doxdbuwry Jrive, it would per-
mit of divertving traflic off Jilshire 3oulevaord, by wey oflﬁoxbury
Drive and Carmelita avenue, and thus avoid the intersection of
Wilsrnire 3oulevard end Sante .oxzicae Zoulevard. In addition ©o
serving & convenience for through tralfic, this crossing, if con-
structed, will afforé a convenient crossing over the railrosd Iox

local traffic originaving on or in the vicinity o Zoxbury Crive

in thet it will permit of & direct rouve to Wilsaire Zoulevard and

the business cexnter 02 Beverly £Zills.




Some consideration hus been piven vo the question of
effecting a grade seperation at the intorsectimof Wilshire Zoule-
vord and Santa llonicas 2oulevard, but due to the fact that this inme
provement will Involve & large expenditure o2 money there nas,
as yet, been no definite plan worked out f£or this impvrovement. If,
axd waen, & grade zseparavion is effected at this intersection,
pudblic necessity for a grade crossing at oxbury Drive would not
ve great.

The reilroad involved at the proposed soxbury Drive
crossing is Pacific Zlectric Lailwey Company's so-called "Sewtelle
Zino" oveor which there are normually l4l pabeongoer train and 12
freigat {trein movements per dey. These trains travel si fairly
high raetes of speed in the vicinity of Xoxbuxy Drive.

The o8 .ngolez County Grade Crossing Committee 1ntro-
duced evidence to snow that this c¢rocsing, il construeted, would
be & hazardous one, due vo the Zact that 1f the crossing cerves
the purpose it 1z intended foxr it will at times carry & large
volume of veaniculer traffic over axn Important reilroed with axn
intersection ol Xoxbury Drive end Senta lionice Zouleverd immedi-
ately nortawest of the railroasd, together with the fsct the view
0f tre crossing ic somewhsat impalired by trees on Santa lionlca

Soulevard.

Prox the ovidence, it eppegrs thet public corvenience and

rotected Ty & traflic officer of fhe police departmert of
3 r 4d vhed taere is o lerge volume 02 vehiculsr

treffic on the highweys cffecting the crossing. Ixn sdditiozn, there

should be installed an automatic flagmen Vo protect the crossing

during times when the traffic officer iz not on duty. DThe City of
Beverly Zills has indicated its willingness t0 maintaln & treflic
officer at this grade crossing, 1f sllowed, during Sundays and
rolidsys, when traffic ic heavy on the adjacent highweys.

=5




Pacific Zloctric Roilwuy Company cubmittod ontimatos
showing cost of two different types of crossings that might be

conctructed at this locatiom. Onoe of & permanent nature To cost
$2,130, and the other of ligkter comstruction to cost $1,190. Both
estimates include an automatic Llagman. In view of the fact thst
these crossings mey be in existence only & few yvears, poniing the
offecting of & grade seperation at Sants onice Boulevard and

Tilekhire Bovlevard, it appears tkat in the interest of econy,

the cheapor type of construction showld Dde used.

The following form of order is rocommorded:

The City of Beverlj E4ills, havinr made application for
permission to congtruct either Foothill Road or Beverly Boulevaxd
snd Roxbury Drive, respectively, at grade scross certain tracks of
Paoific Tlectric Reilway Company, in the City of Beverly Eills, &
public hearing naving veen reld in tzis.application, the Commission

being apprized of tre facts, the zalter being wder sukmission and

-

realdy for decision,

D IS EERERY ORDERED that permission and authority be and
it 1is hereﬁy granted to the City of Beverly Hills, Cowaty of Los
ingeles, State of Celiformia, t0O cozstruet Foothill Reed, and ROXDUXT -
Drive, respectively, at grade acToss the trecks of Pacific ZElectric
Rpilway Company at the locetions as shown by the nay attached to the
application, sald crossings 0 Bo constructed subject to the follow-
ing conditions, nsmely:

(1) The eatire expence of constructing the crossings shall
be borae by épplicant. The cost of their xaintenance wp o lgnes
two (2) feet outcide o? the outside rails skall be borne by applicant.
of the crossings detween lines two

The maintenance of that portion

(2) feot outside of tke owniside »ails skell be borne by Pacific

Tlectric Reilway Company.




(2) The crossings chall be conmsitructed of & widtk not
less tkan twonty-four (24) fect and at an angle of ninety (90)

degroos 1o the roilroad and with grades of approach not groeater
than four (4) porceat; skall be protected by suitaeble crossing signs
and shall in'every way bo made safe fox the passage thoreon of ve-
hicles and othor road txaffic.

(3) Az automatvic flagman ckbell be installed Lor the pro-
toction of said crossing of Foothlill Road at thoe sole expenso of
applicant, ssid autonmatic flagman to ve of & type and Installed in
accordance witk plens or datle epproved by the Commiseion. The msin-
tenance of said automavic flasmaﬁ shell be bormne by Pacific Electric
Railway Company.

(4) IZ and when a grede separation is effected at the

tersectidn'of Baverly Boulevord end Pacific Zlectric Rallway Com-
vanyTs said "Hollywood Line,” the grede crossing st Foothill Réad

herein authorized sksll be abandoned snd effectively closed %o public
uweo and travel.

(5) An suntomatic flagman shell be installed for the pro-
tection of said crossing of RoXbuxry Drive gt the sole expense of
applicant, said autometic flegmen to be of & iype and incstalled in
accordance with plans or data epproved by the Commissicn. The
maintencnce 02 said antametic flagman shall be borxne by Pacific

Electric Reilway Company.
(6) If axd when & grade separation is effected at the
{ntersection of Wilsckire Boulevard and Pacific Zlectric Rallway

Company's "Sawtelle Line," the grade crossing st Roxbury Drive

herein authorized shall be abandomed axd effectively closed.

(7) Tke Cify of Beverly Eills shell meintain & treffic
officer of its policedepartment for the protvection of said grede
crossing at Roxbury Drive duxring hours when there ic & large volume
of traffic on the edjscent highways which affects this crossing,
in accordence with & schedwle which chall have the approval of the

Commissicn.




(8) ipplicent shall, within thizty (30) days thoreafter,
notify this éommission, in writing, oI the comﬁlétion 3f the in-
stallation of sald crossings.

(9) I s2id crossings chall not have been installed
within Qne'yéar from the date of this order, the authorization herein
granted shall then lapse and become void, unless further time 1s

granted by subseéuent order.
(10) Tke Commisesion reserves the right to make such

farther orders relative to thoe location, comstruction, opexation,
maintensnce and protection of esaid crossings as 10 1t may seem
right and proper sud to revoke its vermiscsion 1£, in its Judgment,
the public convenience and necessity demsnd such actlon.

For all other purposes, the elfective date of this order
shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof.

The foregoing Opinion ard Order are horeby approved and
ordered filed a3 the Opinion and Oxder of the Railroad Commission

of the State of Celifornls.
Dated at San Prancisco, Celifornle, tkis { 2 day of

S —————

Decenber, 1924.

Commissioners




