Decision XNo. 4&2/3

SEFORE THE RAILROAD CQIISSION COF THE STATZ OF CALIFORNIAZ

-000=

In the iatter of the iapplicution of )

SOUTELRY 2ACIFIC COUPANY for en ,
order suthorizing discontinusnce of :dpplication No. 10667
its agonecy at Benton Station, County

of Liono, Stuate of California.

~

BY 132 COLLIISSION:
ORDZIER

Southerm Pacific Coupamy, & corporation, has
vetitioned tho Rallroad Commission for an oxder suthorizing
the discontinuance of its ugency station ot Benton in Hone
County on its Salt Luke Jivisilon until such time as sdditionsl
traffic will have been develored to Jugtify its re=e3tablighe.
zeat 45 Su sgeacy station.

spplicant alleges that the business rnow transacted
&t Benton is unremunerstiive and aoe$ not warfant the con-
tinued muintenance of un agent; thst 4t is the intention of
appllcant to establisn an wgency svation at Ut. lLontgomery,
Névada, & distence of 17.9 miles eust of sonton, provided

suthority is granted for the discontinuunce of the Benton

sgoney; snd thut the future maintonsnce of Benton as &

»
e

\




non=-agoncy stetion will furnish sdequaie servico to the
rublic until such time as sdditionsl treffic shall have been
doveloned to an extont Justifying the rostoration of the
82eNCT.

Statistical stutements filed us oxhidits ctisched

o end forming a part of tho applicetion and covering the.

rocord of business transactod during tho yeur ending Lugust

31, 1924, show that tho expense of tho usgont’s salary and
stetionszurpllies for such period hus umounted to over 4l mr
cont of the totul revenwe derived from the amount received
fron ﬁicket 8sles and Lrom reveaue froxm less-thun-carload
Lroight, both received und forwsrded. The c¢carload revenue
wes dorived principally from shipmonts of cement, machinery
s2d pipe destinod %o Bexton fox the construction woxk of

three hydromoloctric power companies end un irrigation company.
The outgolng corlosd shipments are in small volume snd consist

£ cattle, sheep end cordwood. The fLacilities for which

the pubiic relies upon the services of sn ogent are those
srising from the passenger bduciness snd the handlieg of less-
togm=-carload Lreight when reoceived and forwarded. The voluxe
of such elasses of dusiness, avcording to the exhibits nerein,
is not gsufficient to Justify the exponditure required Zor the
nuintencnce of the egency station and an undue burden is
ploced on other shippers and recoivers of fLreight by resson

0% agemts being maintuined at stetions where the emount of
ousiness transscted is not sufficient to Justify the axpense
incurred.

sLter Sl considerstion of thais application snd

the occomparnying statisticsl exhibits we are of the opinion that




tziz is o matter in which = public hearing is not necessary
and fhat in view of the rauct thut the expense of naintoeining
the agency is not Justified by the volwme of traffic handled
and the revenue derived therefrom that the spplication
should be granted, |

IT IS EZERZBY QRDZRED that ayplicant, Southern Pacific
company, & éorporution, be and the same heredby is suthorized
To discontinue tze nmuintensnce of an agent at its station of
3enton In liono County on its Salt Lako Division and to here-
ﬁfter meintadn uzd operste said Beaton Station as a non~-agency
station until the further order or direction of this Cope
ﬁission.

Y/

Deted st San francisco, Colifornis, this 22 day

of December, 1924.

A=
commissioners




