
Doo1a1on No. I:If'+ i/ 

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD comaSSION OF T.a:E STAT.E OF CJ.LIFOR..Jfll 

-000-

In the Matter of the Application of the 
NORTRWES~ PACIFIC R..A.ILROAD COMPANY 
for permi.sion to abandon & portion of 
branch line of railroad between 
Dunoan 1!111s s.nd Merlcham, County of 
Sonoma, State of California. 

BY THE CO~~SSION: 

ORDER 

:App11cat1on No. 10758 

) 

Northweate~ Pacific Railroad Comp~y, a cor­

poration. has petitioned the Railroad Comm1asion for an 

order author1z1ng ~he cessation of aervice and abando~ent 

of a portion of ita s1nCle track line of railroad between 

Duncan lalla and Markham. So distance of 2.45 miles tOE_ther 

with two spur track a of an aggregate leUith of 658 teet. 

all in the COtUlty of Sonoma. and &8 more particularly shown 

on &. blue-print map. marked C.E. 1600-36. as attached to and 

torming a p~t of the application herein. 

Applicant alleges tha.t the line of ra1lroad. a 

portion ot which is hereby proposed to be abandonea., was 

constructed to serre lumber mills operating in territory con­

t1gt4oUS to Markham Illld westerly theroo~; that tho timber in 

such territory has now been practically all cut and that the 

1. 



lumber mills were destroyed by tire in 1923; that there is 

now no lumber to be tr~sported or other traf~1c ot 8ut~ic1ent 

~olume to just1ty the continued maintenance and operation o~ 

this portion ot applicant's ra.ilroad line; and that durin, 

the year 1923 long trestles between applicant's Engineer's 

station 1344 ~d the end of the line, toeether with lumber spurs 

located beyond Markham, were destroyed by tire and haTe not 

since beon rebU1lt aa the trctt1c conditions did not warrant 

the expense of rehabilitation. 

Applicant further alleges th~t the abandonment and 

remoTal of tho traokage herein sought, if authorized by this 

Oommiasion. will permit the County ot Sonoma to construct and 

mil.1nts.1n a county road on 'tho railroad r1ght-of-w.LY. suoh road 

ha~1ng an easier grade and better alignment than the present 

exi8tlnl county road, that shipments originating in the ter­

ritory horetofore served by the portion of the railroad herein 

proposed to be a.bandoned can be trnnsported by truck OTer the 

proposed new county highway; aDd that negotiationa With the 

~thorit1e8 ot Sonoma. County are already in progress relative 

to tho change in loca.tion of the county road. 

'He are of the opinion tht... t this is a. matter in 

which a. public hear~ is not necessary and that the application 

slloUld be eranted. 

IT IS HE..~y O?DEREl> that ap:?licant, Northweatern 

Pacific Railro.o.d Company, a. corporation, be ana. the same hereb;v 

is ~uthorized to 3uspend operation and to &b~ndon a portion o~ 

1 ts ra.ilroad l1n6. 2.46 milea in le~th. between Dunca.n Mills 

and Markham between Engineer's SurTey Stationa 1254-55-4 and 

1364-21-0 and two spur tra.cks, a.ggregating 6S8 :.teet in length 



and located within the above described Engineer's SUrYey 

Stations, all 8.8 more :fully shown on a blue print map marked 

C.E. 1660-36 :f1led herein as a portion o:f the application 

in this proceeding. 

. /JrllJ..... Dated at San Fra.nciSco, Cal.1!o.:rnia, thi84-da:y 

of Ja~rYt 1925. 
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