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In the Matte:' of th~ Application of ) . :: :~,' :' ~(~{ 11.1r1(J!~/; 1'1 
the CITY OF EL !~ONTE. s municipal) .11..1, / ... ./ /' 
corporation, for an oreler authorizing 1) 'tV ~:J!i,." ... 
the co~struction at grade of the pro- . 
;posed. extensio:n of Columbia street' ) Application No. 10633. 
across the right of wail ana. property ) 
of the Southern ?scific Company, S ) 
corporation, and to effect the exten- ) 
$ion Of said. Colum"o~~o. street. ) , 

---------------------------------) 
w. F. Dunn, City Attorney of El Monte. 

for A:Pplic$.nt. 
Frank Xarr, for Southern Pscif1c Company. 
Jo~ R. 3erryman, Jr •• for Los Angeles 

County Grade Crossing Committee. 
D. De coster. Deputy County Counsel. and. 
F. ~_ Cogswell, Supervisor, for the 

County of Los Angeles. 

BY TEE CO~SSION: 

OPINION __ .---_I_~ 

In the above entitled application the City of El Monte 

asks permission to construct Oolumbia Street a.t g::ad.o Slocross 

Southcl'::l :?ec1:f'ic Com:psny' s track~~ in the 01 ty of El Monte, 

CC'Wlty of Los Allge:'es, sta.te of California. 

A public hearing was held in this matt~r by Examiner 

Williams nt Los Angeles on'DeceQber 12, 1924. 

Columbia street is an east and west highway of El Monte 

which runs par~llel to and epproximatoly 170 feet zouth of the 

~~cifiC Electric r~ilroad, extending from its intersection with 

~in Stroet on t~e east to EOyt St=eet p a narrow street near the 



west city lioits. Applic~t now ~es1res to ext0n~ Col~b1a 

Street to the east bound.ary of the. CitYif croesing the Southe'rn 

Pacific Company's track immedi~tely south of the existing croas

ing of that r~1lroad over the Facific Eloctric Railway Com~any's 

tracks. 

The proposed extension of Columbi~ Street east of Main 

Street is elso parallel to and on the southerly side of the Pacifio 

Electric Railway Company's right of way. This street \v11l conneot 

with a new highway artery which tho County contemplates building 

betwoen Baldwin ~ark and El Monte~ ~nd thus will ce a link in a 

through highway between Pomona and tos Angeles. This new highway 

artery avoide three grade crossings over railroads for traffic 

between Pomona end Bl Uonte. The present highway between Baldwin 

Park end El Monte is by v18:y o~ Bnssett and. the pro1'oso6. highwo.y 

'~~11 shorten the distance between these pOints acout one and.. one

halt o.i10s. 

Southern ~acific Co:psny has a lOo-foot right-of-way 

in the vicini t:T of the proposed. crossing snd the :Pacific Eloctric 

has So right-of·.ooay 80 foet in width. The p:roposed Col"OJ:l.bia Street 

extension i2 fiity feet i~ width, and crosses the Southern ~acific 

tr~cks at an angle of approx~tely 48 degrees. 

The grade cro~31ng of tho two railroads is protected 

by an i~terlocking plant, tho towor of which is loc~ted south of 

t~e Pacifio Electrlc tracks and easterly of Southern Pacific Com-

pany's tracks. If Col~bia Street is to "00 const~cted adjac&nt 

to and on tho south Side of Pacific ElectriC Railway Company's 

right~of-wsy, it will be necessary to relocate this tower. aa it 

extends about twenty-five ~oot south of the south right-of·way 

line of the Pacific Electric Railway. Ap~lioent proposes either 

to move the towe~ to the norte zide of ~ac~fic ~leotric tracks 

or to detour Col1.l:loie. Street aro'tmd tho tower 0.3 now looated.. 
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It would sppear that it Columbia street is to bo constructed in this 

viCinity, the i~portance of maintaining a straight course for such 

sn important hig~way would justify t~s comparatively small eXpense 

of moving the tower. Furthermore, this arrangement would. offer s. 

bottol'vier. of the grade crossing if one is to,ce cstablishe~ here. 

The :::learest gI'sde crossing over tile Southern Psc1:f10 

COI!lPe.ny's track to tb.e southea.st of the onE> proposed. herein is 

loce-ted. ct Pecl:: :;;'oad, a distance of a~l'ro:ci::ate1y 1400 feet·. 
~ . 

~he westorly li~e 0'£ Peck Roa.d is the easterly 'bound.ary line of 

tho CitJ of 21 l!onte. ~his highw.s.y is improved with oil maca.o.am, 

carries a considerable volume of tra.ffio, and. extends from Main 

street on the eo~thwest to Dalton ~oad on t~e ~orth, a. .distance 

of a little ove: tbree miles. 

:~he Los A..'"lgoles County Grcde Crossing Committee's 3x-

hioit No. 1 S~OW$ an alternative route for this tr~ough h1ghwey 

in tile 'Vicinity o~ El l!or..te. This o.lternate :route leaves Colum .. 

cis Street ex~ended. ;at a point approxil:tately 800 feot west of 

Peck Road., rUIlS the:lce in Co southwesterly d.irection to an inter-

section with r~eekeI' :Rosd. s.t M.cin Street, thence followc !\·reokol" 

Road in a southerly direction a ~istance of 1400 feet, thence 

runs in a southwesterly direction to an intersection with Gnrve~ 

~venue. This alternative route crosses the So~thern ~aciiicts 

track ~t right angles st a pOint approximately 850 feet south

ea.st of tho crossing proposed. herein. The said Grado CrosSing 
I 

Co~tteo also reco~onds that tho grades be separated by qon-

structing this alternate route und.eI' southern ~acif1c Company'o 

track. Tr.ey f~t~el' reco~ond. that tho Peck Avenue g~a~e or08S-

ing be closed siteI' constructing adequate connections to the pro

,osed Columbi& stroet. 

It is erguc:d. tr.e.t this alternativ~ route is a more 
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direct route for through traffic between Baldwin Park and Los 

Angeles than the route provided by Col~o1~ Street if extenaed 

so ~s to croas the So~thern ?scific CO:p~~'$ track at the loca

tion applied tor in this application; furthermore, it is argued 

that the suggested alternative routo ~skos a right ene1e cross

ins vdth the r~ilroed ~~d would therefore be more favorable for 

a grade separation than the crossing 'spp11ed for. 

Froe the eVidence it appears tbet a ~ore direct route 

t~an that snggested by the Los Angeles County Grade Crossing 

Committee's Exbib1t No.1, can be ~rovi~e~ between Baldwin P~k 

snd ,LOS .lI..n.geles by exten~1:lg :Peck Avenue northesst from :~i'O. 

Street in a straight line to the proposea extension of Columbi8 

Streot and southwest to an intersection with G~rvay'Avenue. 

The angle in Peck Rosd. c.hout 800 feet northeast of the Southern 

?acific Company's tracks wottld thus be eliminsted. Not only 

vlould this route bo sho:rte:r for through traffic betweon BaldWin 

Park a.na. Los Allgel,N;, ths.:l ')1 ther the route suggested by appli

cant or that suggested b~ t~e Los Angeles Co~ty Grade CrosSing 

Co=i ttee, 'but it would no'c CI'etl.te any o.dd..i t10noJ. grfld.e or'oss

ings with the ruilroed; and. due to the fact that Peck Avenue 

is a :right anglo ~rozs1ng, it wo'lld admit of favorable condi

tioI:,S for a srade separation when Such improvement i3 justi:f1ed.. 

\1hile it is not inc~bcnt on this CO~$e1on to direct 

t~e County of Los Angeles $nd the City of El ~onte where they 

shall build their roe-ds, the CommiSSion 18 called. u!>on in this 

proceeding to o.oc15.E) whether or not public conven1011COmld. neoes

sity :requirt~ the gJ:'~ting of this a.pplication. Applicant. as 

well as re'Oresents:t1 ves of Los Angelos County. respectively con-- " 

'tend. that it is the dosire of each that Columbia Street shall be 

constructed so as to croes Southern :Pacific CI,mpsny's traok at 



the location proposed heroic; that the right-ot-way for this 

street on oi ther side of the proposed crossing has been 1'1'0- . 

cured aiter years of effort; end t~t a portion of the right-of-

way for Colu:bia Street e~st of Bl Monte ~s been granted the 

co~ty, contingent upon the highway being constructed upon the 

south siae of the zucific Electric Railway Co~p~yfs right-ot

way to an intersection with l!ai:c. Street in the City of El Monte. 

Furthermore. it appears that the local interests of t~8 City ot 

El Monte will be bost served by the construction of tho crosSing 

as :re'luested. 

The .railroad involved herein is ~outhern ~acitic Com

pany's :nain line to Yutla., over which twelve :pa.ssenger tro,ins, 

six fre1ght tr~1ns and several extra trains are normally operated 

every ~y. These trains travel at fairly high rates o~ speed in 

the vicinity of the proposed c::ossing. Applicant has suggested 

that the grade. orossing a~pliod 10= be protected by moans of 
gates to be operated by the ~owerman in the interlocking plant. 

This mothod. of p:t' otect1o:l ~pl?ea.:t's to be proper c.t 'this timo i~ B. 

graae cros~ing is to be establiShed. The fact that this crOSSing 

canba given roaso:c.able protection or mean~ of gates with little 

additional :aintonsnce o~enee mater1allyaupporte the Comu,ia

sio::.' S opiniQ,n tht:.t thi13 application should. be grs.nte.d, especially 

in viow of tho :f~c:t that the testimony tends to show thc.t c. gra.lo 

separation at any crossing solo~ted for Columb1a street over 

Southern Pacific Co~:p~t s tracks in this vicinity cannot r~ason-

ably be required at this time. 

There was no seriou~ objection presented by the South

ern :Pacific Compa.ny to the granting of this application. Aftar 

d.ue consid.eration of a.ll the eVid.ence prese::lted., it a.ppears ·th.at 

public convenience and neceSSity re~u1re the gr~ting of this 

application, and it will be so ordored. 
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The City of El Monte, having applied to this Com

ciseion for auth.ority- to con3truct Colu:c"Oia Streot at grado 

across So~thern Pacii'ic Company's traek ~:t tho location shown 

on EYJdbit No. 2 attachod to t~e application, a public hearing 

havi~ been held, the matter having beon sil'br:l1tt~d and now 

ready tor deCiSion, 

IT IS b.~;.:mBY OP.DE..'>\ED that :pcrmi ssion ar.d. authori t1 

be and it is hereby granted. to the Board. 01' Trustees of the 

City of El Mo~to. County ot ~oe Angeles, State of California, 

to construct Col~b1a street at grad~ across South~rn Paoifi0 

Company's traok, as shown in yellow on Exhibit No.2 nttached 

to the application, said crossing to be oonstruoted Eubject to 

the following conditions, namely: 

(l) The entire expense of construoting the cross

ing. including the cost of moving the Southern Pacifio -

?aci:f'ic Electric interlocking tower to the northerly side of 

the Pa.oifiC Eloctric Ra.ilway Compnny',g tra.cks, sh:U.l be borne 

by aP:t>lictlXlt. The cost of its :w.1ntenance up to l1llos two 

(2) foet outside of the outside l'ails shall bo bo=ne "oY',e.:pj;)li

cant. ~he meint~!l8.D.oe'.'of that portion of ~he croesing be

tween lines two (2) feet outside o~ the outside rails sh311 

be borne ~y Southern PacifiC Company. 

(2) The 'orossing shall be constructed of a vddth 

not less than twenty-four (24) fept and. at an angle of forty· 

eight (48) degrees to the railroad, and with grades of approach 

not greater than feu (4) per cent; shall be :protect,ed. by 

sui te.ble cross1llg Signs, o.nd shall in every wtJ.1 be made safe 

for the passage the~eon of vehicles and other road traffi0. 

(3) Crossing gates,shall be installed for the pro-
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tection of ssid crossing at the sole expense of applicant; said 

gatos to bo ot a type and installed. in accordance with plans or 

data s~~roved by this Commission. Xhe operation of said gates 

to be under the control of tho operctor of the interlooking tower 

adjacent to the said crossing. Tho maintenance and operatiDg 

cost o~ these sstes ehall be borne by the Southern ~ac1fic Co~ 

(4) A.pplicant s2::11. within thirt:v (30j d315 there

after. notify this Cocm1ssion, in writing. of the cOQpletion of 

the installation of said crossing. 

(5) If said crossing shall not have been installed 

within one year from the ~ate of this order, the authorization 

herein granted shall then lapse and oecome VOid, unless further 

tiI:lo is granted by eubseq'Q.ent ord.er It 

(6) ~~e Co~ssion reserves the right to make such 

further orders ~elat1ve to the location, construction, operation, 

maintenance and. ~rotection of said crossing as to it may seem 

right an~ ~roper, and to revoke its permission if, in ita jUd~ 

mellt, the public convenience and. necessity cleme.nd. SUCJl action • 

. For ell otilor purposes, the efiective do.te CIt this· 

c~de~ shalloe twenty (20) daye from and after the date thereof. 

:Bated at San FranCiSCO, California., this _ .. '3~a_'"C(" __ _ 
day of Janusxy, 1925. 

Cor:unissione~s. 
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
PRISON INpUSTRY AQtHORITX-

Clrutifiadt of ~ndinidual ~~_ or 

~ G)t~r J1l0t0srapltit~ ~'n1rhtdUm 
, ~ 14756, <ioulmD1ad OIode 

the undersigned,' hereby certify to the £ol1owi.ng in connection with the ac:co~panying 

l~ (p~otO<]raphic reproduction): .. 

I.. 'thomas Coupe', Incl\ls1-.rial Supervisor, P. I .A. Micrographies:,~,. ~ __ l'-~-fIo"'" 
", ". J 'fIJ.,~ , . ' ", ' 

·~mpJ.o~ in the charge of lItt'.' Coupe', hAve been provided w:l. th aCCG8~ ,to" the·L"";;:oz,n,,. 

',!"(X;lJl!Ien:~; in~tl~\llllents, p14ns, books or p0fC.fs (herei~d,,;er 

of' PUBLIC tlTILI'l'IRS COM...tISSION ' at .I. ' . . . / ", 
I 

"reeords") 

tor: the purpose of 

Inl.crofilming: that such ""cce5S IW""S provided with the consent 'of said person or' entity; , . ! 
that such records are reprocluced in tht! accompanying microfilm: and that' each Depart-

ment o!,Corrections P.I.A. of the State of Ca.l.ifOrn~a'~e~od.uetion includes the followin9 

identif;i~g symbol, roll number VeL>! !'!14· ' , : 
.That pur'suant to delegation of the Deportmen.t of Corrections P. I .A., I am authoriztld, to 

direct And control the reproduction of dOCUMents and reeords of the Department orof\ . '\ 
other persons cU'lc1 entities in the m""nner Author.i.zec1 by Section 14756 'of the Government\ 

~ . . '" 
,Code; and Section 1551 of the Evid.ence Code: .to< :execute .~certi:fd.cates '4s,'re,c::tuired.,·.by 

"', ' .. , 

Sec-:.ion 153l And l551 of the.. Evidence Cod.e~ And to certify, under, the officiAl seal",of . ' 

d' ,.,:.-

',' ThAt 'this microfilm of the above described recorc1s WAS, taken unc1er my d.irection and 

control on the" date hereof ,And that it :1.$ A complete, true and. correct copy thereof; 
~~~. 

"'-'-'''''' 

'." '. 

""--. : That the Jnierofilmi~g or other photO<]r""phic processes were Accomplished in 4 m""riner"~ , 

on film wh.i.ch meet with the ·standArd specifiCAtion of the Unitec1 States NAt.i.onal 

St.'lndarc15 and A ~ N ~ ~; • I • 

certificate waS made at the time of the taking of this microf.i.lm. 

~ ,. '/ 
dtjrmtM£~' 
(name)' , . 
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~ . ,~ . 
Correct.i.ons Prison Industry Authority 

lJACA_~itlE·· 
canfornia ' 

, ptltQ!l. 
'Itidwtry , 

. authority 
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