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Decision No._ﬂiiﬁit__

DEFORE THE RAILROAD COMGISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

=000

Re Jo ANGELL on Behslf of Himself and
Othexs,

Complainsnt,
vS.

SOUTHZRN PACIFIC COLPANY, a cor=-
poration,

Case No. 2065

Defendant.

X. B. Bachtell, for Complajinants

V. S. Andrus and D. S. Wiexr for Southern
Pacific Company, Defendant.

Sde Stern for aAmericaxr Hallway axpress Comw
pany.
BY THEE CQUIIISSION:

02INIQX

In this proceeding, R. J. angell on behalf of himself
and other residents of the town of Rosamond and vicinity,
in Kern County, complains of defendsnt, Southern Pacifiec
Company, & corporation, and alleges thet the closing of the
agency station at Rosamond by defendant has caused great
inconvenience to passengers and shippers of freight and ex-
press; that shipments require to be prepsid when consigned
to Rossmond or ssme are carried to either The station of
Mojave or to the station of Lancaster; and that the c¢losing

of the agency has deprived the residents of Rosamond of

1.




telegraph service.

Dofondant, Southern Pacific Company, £iled its
angwor horein denying tho materisl allegations of the complaint
and alleging that the voluxme of businessa originating at and
destined to the atatlion of Rosamond does not warrent the em=
ployment of an agent at such point and the expense so iancurred
wonld be wasteful, extravagant and uneconcmicale

A public hearing or this complaint was conducted by
Exaniner Hondford at Rosamond, the mattor was duly submitted

end is now ready for decision.
Witnesses for complainants teatified as to the

. inconvenience which has resulted Lrom the discontinnance of an

agency station at Zosamond; that akipments were frequently
caxrried by to Mojave or left ot the station of Lancaster, al-
though 1t appears that much of the cause of complaint covered

shipments which were not prepaid and which, under the carxrrier's

wox &
regulationsﬂ/reqnired to be delivered at an s&agency satation.

The princiipal complaint appesrs directed to the handling of
express matter, consignoxs being recuired to make delivery to
the train messenger at the caxr doorxr, whereas formerly, when &u
agenf'was exployed, the agent attended to the receipt and
delivery of express to and from the trainas. The objection .of
the principsl shipper by express, who forwards milk daily to
Los Angeles, is that he is reqired to weit for the arrival of
the train from lojave to 1o§d his shipments and that when the
train is late he not only is delayed dut is unable to ascertain
how late the train may bde. Other witnesses testified that
due to the abaerce of an sgent, and since the agency wax Witlh-~

drawn that they had arranged Lor their incoming freight to be

delivered at Lancaster, where an agent i3 eumployed.




It is also of record that a counsiderabdble portion
0of the land owned dy complsainants was scquired from the de-
fendant compsany and *hat the withdrawal of the agent would
result in retarding the development of Rosamond end the sur-
rounding territory. '

Kr. V.S.andrus, Assistant Supcrintendent of
Transportation of defendent company preaenxod testinmony and
filed exhibits showing the volume of business heretofore handled
at Rosamond, the revenue desrived and the expense of condugting
the agency station. The fLollowing dats, pertinent to the

igsues herein, has been ebstracted from these exhibits:=-

Year ending aungust 31, 1924

Revenue from Tickets sold ' $352.00

Loss~than-carload freight-
Forwarded g 88.00
Recelived 1349,00 1437.00

. Revenue from Tickets, total
sold and l.c.l. freight 1789.00

Carload Freight
Foxrwarded $3181.00 i
Recelived 166,00 3347.00

Total, all revenue $5136.00

Tﬁe oxvense of conducting the agency for the above
period has amounted to $l942.82. This amount is 108.60 percent
0f the revemue derived from ticket sales and less-than-carload
freight - both received and forwsrded, = and is 37.83 percent
0oL the totsl revenue received at this station.

Lhe gervices of an agent are principally necessary
for the pudblic in the handlirng of the less-thamn-=carload Lreight
business and the sale of tickets. It is apparent that the
expense a8 incurred &t this station is unwarrsnted and not

Jestifled, exceeding as it does the total revenue received from

these items of revence.




The carload business at this station for the
vexrlod covered by the exhibits shows the following:-
Forwarded
1 car cattle
3 csrs ilanure
43 cars Silica Hock
Received
1 car lumber
. None of the foregoing carload salipments are of commodities re~
quiring the aervicea{of an sgent.
after full consideration of all the evidence in this
proceeding, we are of the opinion and hereby find &8s & fact thut

the volume of business now transacted by the Southerm Pascifis

Gompeny av 118 station of Xosamond doas not fumtify the ea-

tablishment of an ogont at such point, and thaot to re-eatabliash

ar agoncey would plsce an undune burden on other shippexrs and
patrons of defendsnt company.

In reaching this conclusion the Commission is not
wanindful of the needs of those ongaged in the development of
& new cormunity but the needs and recuirements of all the
patrons of the defendant company must also recelve consideration

and under the gtate ¢f facts 88 herein £wlly ypresented we L£ind

no Juastification for the re-establishment of the agency.

A public hearing having been held in the above
entitled proceeding, the matter having beer duly submitted, the
Commission being now Lully advised and basing its oxrder on the




£inding of fact as appearing in the opinion which precedes this

order,

IT I3 EEREBY ORDERED that this complaint be and
the same hereby 1s dismissed.

S
Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this /D day

ot ?&L@w oA, 1925.‘

YCK’" '
=

Cozmissioners




