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BEFORZ THEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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In the Matter of the Application

of the City of Venice for & permit
to cross the tracks of the Pacific
Electric Redilway Company detween
the lines of Mildred Avenue extended
aoross the tracks of said Pacific
Nectric Reilway Company in the

24ty of Venice.

Application No. 10544

George Acret, City Attorney, for Applicant.

R. E. Wedekind, for Pacific Electric Rallway Co.

Jobn R. Berryman, Jr., for Los Angeles County
Grade Crossing Committee.

0. 0. Claxrk, Zor Electric Pler Corporation.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPIXIOHRXN.

In the above entitled spplication the City of Venice
seeks permission to comstruct Mildred Avenue at grade zeross
Pocific Electric Reilwey Company’s so-called "Venice Short Line™
in the city of Venice, Los Axngeles County, Californis.

Public kearings were held in this metter defore Zxaminer
villiems at Venice on December 11, 1924, apnd Jeuuary 15, 1925.

om October 18, 1923, the City of Venice £4led its appli-
cation No. 9463 with this Coumission, asking permission to con-
struct & grade crosxing over ssid "Shoxt Line™ railroad at the

game location as applied for in the spplication now under copsidexr-

atiop. By the Commission’s Decision No. 13356, dated April 2, 1924,




thie upplication was denied. It was stipulated by the interested
parties that, in o0 far ac relevant, the record in Application

No. 946% be considered in evidence in this proceeding. The

commiseion found in its decislion in that proceeding that the grade
crocsing appliel for would de a very hazardous one which was not

justified by the public convenlence and necessity shown.

The official name of the street involved herein has
recently been changed from Mildred Avenue to Eighteenth Avenue,
therefore this highway will hereinafter be referred to as Zighteenth

Avenue.
Eighteenth Avenue is an east and west highway of tkhe

City of Venice. It extends from the business center at the water
front esstward a distance of & liﬁtle more than ome mile. It
{ntersects Pacific Zlectric Railwey Company’s mrenice Short Line™
deiately-weat of Virginia Avenue. With a crossing constructed
over this railrosd as applied for herein, Eighteenth ivenue will
be open Zor traffic throughout its entire length. The width of
this highway is now 40 feet. It is paved frem Ocean Averue tO
Cloy Avenue, which is spproximately 25% of ite total length. That
portion of Eighteenth Avenue weat of the crossing spplied for
herein is paved with oil macadsm and carries only local trsffic.
The territory tributary to Eighteenth Avenue on the south

gide thereof and esst of the refilroed orossing involved herein is
primarily residential propexrty axd is partially developed at this

time, with many new reaidences wnder comstruction.

The district dotk north and sontk of Tighteenth Avenue
west of the "Skhort Line", as well as the property to the vortk of
Eighteenth Avenue eaat of this railroad, is classed &8 industrisl

propexty. Under present comditions, vehicular traffic between the

distriet to the south of Tighteent: Avenue east of the ™Short Line",

and tho busciness cemter oI Tenice to the moxrthwest of the proposed




orossing is reguired to travel northeast along Virginis Avenue to
the Washington Boulevard crossing over the saild "Short Line™,

thence westoerly to the dusiness center of Vehice, or it must travel
southwesterly on Virginia Avenue to Electric Avenns or to the Speed-
way, thence northwesterly to the business center of Venice. The
construction of a crossing as applied for herein wourld affoxd a
shorter and more convenient route for this traffic than either of
the two routes referred to sbove. The Speedway is a narrow highway,

only 25 feet in width, ani carries a large volume of vehicular
traffic; and, becanse of ite narrow width it is fouhd grossly in-

adequate to meet the traffic needs on Sundays and holidsys. The
Tenice Short Line Zollows “lectric Avenue from Virginis Avemue
northwest toward Santa Monica, therefore vehicular itraffic om this
highway horthweat of Virginias Avemue encountexrs the railroad traffic.
Virginia Avepnue isyarallel to and on the easterly side
of the Venice Short Line and is a part of & road plan to constirumot
a throvgh highway on either side of the said "Skhort Line™ Dbetween
Tos Angeles and Venice. This highway in the vicinity of the proposed
orossing is improved with oil macadam and carries a fairly large
volume of vehicular traffic, as it affords a commection from
Weshington Boulevard to the beackh. The testimony shows that the
City of Venice proposes to widen and pave Virginis Avenue in the
near future. Applicant has shown that the grade crossing applied

for berein would sfford a more convenient route for through traffic

on Virginia Avenue to and fram the business center of Venice than is

afforded mnder present conditions, where this traffic is required
to continue onm Virginia svemme to the Speedwasy, OF to Electric
Avenue, refexred to above.

The testimony shows trat the Comaty of Los Angeles is




now widening and paving Washirgton Bouleverd between Los Angeles
and tke City of Venice. Whexn the work iz completed this highway
will have a paved drivewasy 78 feet in width. The City of TVenice
plens to contimme this lmprovement of Waskington Bowlevard trrough-

out that portiom whick is situated within the e¢ity limits to an

{ntersection with the new Leons Avenue highway.

Subsequent to the former proceedings held befores the
Commission relative to corstructing & crossing at Eighteenth Avenue,
the City of Venice opened & new boulevard 100 feet in width, known
as Leons Avemme, counrecting Thirty-first Street near the osesx fxront
with that poztion of Washingtorn Boxlevard roaning northeasterly psst
the city limits. Zighteenth ATonuwe intersects Leona Avenue
{mmediately soutk of Paclific Zleciric Reilway Company?s Inglewood
branck. It is evident that when the Leona Avenue~Yashington
RBoulevard improvement is completed it will attract & very large
volwe of tirough vebicular traffic. It is also evident that the
present highway system of Venice is inadequate to accommodate this
large volume oFf traffic: therefore it it necesssxry to enlarge the

present kighway system.
It 4z contended thet Tke granting of tkis application

will permit Eighteentk Avezue to be made one of the major highways

of the City of Venice and, being such & highway, it will receive &
portion of the washirgtor Bouleverd traffic &8 the City plans to
distribute the TWashington Bonlevari tkrough traffic over fouxr major
kighways in the city, namely, Leozns Avenue, Tigkteonth Avenme, Tenice

Boulevard axd Waskingion Boulevard.
The "Venice Short Line™ of the Paciiic =lectric is &an

important interurban line potwoor Loc Angeles col the west beach
cities. There are noxmeslly 114 psesenger trains operated over




this rallroad per day dwring the week days, with two extra trasins
on Saturdays and tenm extra trains on Swdays, Iin addition to freight
trains, There is at thisc time a statior stop near the proposed
crossirg, but unless the trains stop to pick wp or discharge
peesengers at this point, they travel at fairly Lhigh rates of speed
in this vicinity. Zighteenth Avenue intersecte the rallrosd at an
argle of about 33 degrees, whick would reguire & sharp turm for
nortkeast-bound traffic on Virginis Avenue desiring to cross the
railroaed &t this location. In the event the proposed crossing is
constructed, tho acuiv angle should be sbolished dy rounding off
the corner. The view conditions at the proposed orogsing are falirly
good at this time.

The Los Angeles County Grade Crossing Committee recommends
the grarting of thic spplication, contingent upon certaln conditions,
smong wkich were that Eighteenth Avenue be paved to 1ts commection
with Leona Avenue; that an automatic flagman be installed; that the
agtte cormer at the crossing be rounded off, and that a uniformed
officer be stationed to protect this crossing during hours of heavy
traffic on the highways. The suggestions of this Committee relating
to the protection of the grade crossing 1f conetructed were agreed
to by applicant.

The evidence stows that the Electric Pier Corporation pleans
to build a laxge electric pler at the foot of Center Street In the

City of VTenice. Center Street intersecte Zigzkteenth Avenuo at a

point about 300 feet west of the crossing proposed herein. If snd
when this pier is built, it will meterislly incresse tkhe public
necessity of the proposed grade crossing, a& the natursl outlet for

Center Street is Tighteenth Avexnue.
Tt ig evident that the proposed crossing if comnstructed

will create & harzardous sitmation sxd wonld ordinerily justify &
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grafle soparation. If & grade separation were to be effected,
it wonld appesr desiradble to comsiruct the highway under the ralle

road. In the comstruction of suck a grade separation, underground
wator would be excountexed whick would sdd materially to the cost
of the construction, as well a8 to the maintenance of the same,
There are also other physical conditions here, which do not lend
themselves readily to & grade sopsration. The adjoining street
intorsection: the ascute argle of the crossing and the providing for
the Inzlewood track along the norta side of Zighteenth Avenue &ll
add to the difficulties that would be encountered in the con-
struction of such an improvement. Trerefore, it appears that a

grade sepsration cannot be jfustified at this location at this time.
After due consideration of the evidence in this proceed-

ing, it appeare that public convenience and necessity requlre the
granting of this application, &8s ihe erossing will affoxd & public
sonvenience for local traffic to the district esst of the railxroad
and south of Tighteenth Avenue, and will in addition afford &

poblic convenience Lor through twaffic leading to snd from Weshing=-
ton Boulevard. It is recognized tnat the grade crossing applied for
herein, if coastructed, will create & nazardous corndition snd shouwld
be protected with certain restrictions, Applicant has volunteered
to maintain a traffic officex at this crossing during those hours

on Sundays, Eolidays and sumer evenings when the volume of vehi-

cular traffic on the highways is heavye. This protoction appealrs

justified and showdd be required. It is evident that the hazard

{mvolved aleo justifies the instellstion of an sutomatic flagman to
provide protection when the waifoxmed officer is not on duty.

Witk trese restrictions, it is considered that this

application should be grented and it will be 80 ordered.




The Clty of Venice, a municipal corporation of the
sixtk clase in the County of Los Angeles, State of Californie,
having applied to this Commission for ax ordexr awnthorizing the
construction of Eighteenth Avemue (Mildred Avenme) at grade across
Bpeific Electric Reilway Company's so-called "Venice Short Line®,
& public hearing herein having been held, the Commission being
appriced of the facte, the metter being wnder submission and now
being ready for decislon,

IT IS EEXERY ORDERSD tket the City of Venice e and it
18 heredy aunthorized to construct Sighteenth Avenue (Mildred Avenue)
at grade acrosc Pacific Electric Railwsy Compeny’s so-called "Venlce
Short Line™ at the location stown on the maps attached to tkhe
application.

Said crossing to be constructed subject to the follow-
ing conditions, nsmely:

(1) The entire expense of comstructing the croselng,
with a rounded corner edjacent to the westerly side of Virginis
Avenue and the southerly side of Zighteenth Avenue, shall dbe borne
by applicant. The cost of its maintenance up to lines two (2) |
foet outside of the outside rails stsll be borne by applicant. The
meintenance of that portion of the crossing between lines two (2)
feat outside of the outside rails skhall be bornme by Pacific Electric

/

Railway Companye.
(2) The crossing chall be constructed of a width not

lesg than twenty-four (24) feet and &t axn angle of thirty-tbree
(33) degrees t0 the railroed, aml with grades of approsch not

greater than two (2) per cext; shall Dde protected by suitabdle

crossing signs and shall In ovToXy way be made safe for tre pass-
age thereon of vehicles sud other rogd traffic.




(3) An sutomstic Zlagman cshall be instalied for tke
protection of said crossing at the sole expense of applicent; said
automatic flagman to be of a2 type and imstalled in accordance with
plans or dats approved by this Commission. The meintensnce of said
flagman shell be borne by Pacific Electric Railway Company.

(4) Applicant sasll, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the coxpletion of the in-

stallation of said crossing.
(5) If said erossing shall not bave been installed within

one year from the date of this order, the aunthorization kerein
granted shall then lapse ard become void, unless further time is
granted by subsequent order,

(6) Applicant sksall maintain, at its sole expense, &
traffic officer for the protection of this crossing during thosce
bours of Sundlays, holidaye end cummer evenings when traffic is heavy,
in acocordance witk a schedule which ghall have the approval of this

Conmission.
(7) The Commission reserves the right to make such furthexr

orders relative to the locatianm, canstruction, operation, maintenance
and protection of said crossing as to it may Seen right and proper,
apd to revoxe its permissiom 1f, in its judgment, the public con=

venience snd necessity demsnd such sction.
For all other purposes, the ezfects.ve date of this order

ghall be twenty (20) deys from und a.f'tor the date hereoi‘.
Dated &t San Francisco, californis, this {% d.ay

of February, 1925.
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