
Dec1a1on NO. L f 0" t y • 

:a:r::FOB! THE RAILROAD CO~ISSION OF THE STATE OF C'u'IFO'RNIA. 

--000--

In the- Matter ot the APp11eati@ 
of the City of Venice for a peDn1t 
to cross the tracks o~ the Pacific 
Elect%'1e Re.i1wa.y company between 
the lines of Mildred Avenue extended 
aoross the tracks of said Pacific 
:nectric Railway COI:l.ps.ny 1n the 

) 
} 
) 
) 
) 
) Application No. 10544 
) 
) 
) City of Ve.n1ce. 

----------------------------) 
Geor5e Acret, City Atto~ey, for Applicant. 
R. :E:. Wedek:1.Dd, for pacific Electric Ra.ilway Co. 
John R. Be~ Jr.~ for Los Mgeles COtolty 

Grade Crossing Comc1ttee. 
O. o. Clark, for Electric Pier Corporation. 

'BY TB COltaSSIOlt: 

o PIN ION .. ----- .... -

In the above entitled application the City- o:f' Venioe 

seeke permission to conatro.ct Mildred. Avenue at grade aoross 

Pacific Elec·tric Railway comps..ny" 2 so-eal.led "Venice Short Line" 

1n the city of Venice, 1.os AIlgeles CO'tlXlty, ca.lifom1&. 

PUblic hearings were held in this matter before EXBm1ner 

Williams at Venice on December 11, 1924, and J'anuar.y 15, 1925. 

on october 18, 1925, the City of Venice filed its appli

cation No. 945$ with this C~s81ont asking pe~i881on to con

struct a. grade crosiliIlg over ss.id. "Short L1l:lew ra.1lroa.d at the 

ssme lo~t1on as app~ied for 1n the app1ieation now under consider-

at1on. :By the Commission' 8 Decision No. l.Z356, dated APril 2~ 1924, 
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thie {.I.ppli01J.t1on we.a denied. :tt Wtl.8 stipulated bY' the interested 

parties that. 1n so !~r as rolovant. the reoord in APplioation 

NO. 9463 be co:c.sidered 1n &v1d.ence in this prooeeding. The 

Comm1es1on fO'Cllld 1n its deoieion 1:0. thst proceed1l:lg tha-t the grade 

orossing applied for would be a ver,r hazardous one which was not 

justified b~ the );>u'01.io oonven:t.e.nco ~a nooeeaity shown. 

The offioial name of the street inVolved herein has 

rO'oel1tl1' beO'n oba.cged ~rom lttldrod Avenuo to Z1ghteenth Avenue, 

therefore this highway wi11 here~fter be referred to as ~18hteenth 

Avenue. 
Eighteenth Avenue is an ea8t am west ll1ghway of the 

City of Venice. It exte%lds froc the bus.iness oenter at the water 

front eastward a. distance of e. little more than one mile. It 

intersects Pa.cific Electric Railway CQmps.ll:Y" s "'Venice Short Line"" 

immediately west of V1rgin1a Avenue. With So cr08S1l:lg constncted 

over this railroad as a.pplied for here1~ Eighteenth Avenue will 

be open for traffic thro-oghout its entire le:cgth. The Width of 

this highway is now 40 feet. It is paved :from ocean Avenue to 

Clo:r Avenue, which is a.ppro~tel.:V 25% of i te total l.ength. Tha.t 

portion of Eighteenth Avellue west of the crosslrlg applied for 

herein is pa.ved with oil macads:c. and. ca.rries onl3' locaJ. trs.:f:fic. 

The torri tory tributary to Eighteenth Avenue on the south 

side thereof' and ea.eit of the r&.11ro84 croS8ing involved herein 18 

primarilY residential propert7 ~ is part1a11y devel.oped ~t this 

t~et with ~ new residences under constructiOn. 

The district both north a.Dl south of Eighteenth Avem. 

west of the "Short L,ine" t as well a.s the propert7 to the north of 

Eighteenth Avenue east of this ra~roadt is classed as ~ustr1&l 
»ro~ertr. under present c~d1tione. vehicUlar traffic between the 

district to the south of Eighteenth Avenue east of' the "'Short L1ne"", 

and the bue~e88 conter o~ Venice to tho northwest o~ the proposed 
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C'ross1ng i8 required to tX'a.vel northeast a.lotJ.g Virg1n1& Avenue to 

the V'ls.sh1:1gton BoulevaX'd croBBing ov.er tho sa.1d ~Short Line"'. 

thence westerly to the business center of Venice. oX' it ~t travel 

southwesterly on Virg1n1e. Avenue to Electric J:venue o.r to the Speed

way. thence northwesterly to the business center of Venice. The 

conatructi~ of a crossing as applied for herein would s.fford a 

shorter and more convenient rou'te for this traff10 than either of 

the two routes referred to above. The Speedway is a. narrow highway, 

only 25 feet in wid. th, ani carries s. large VO:Ltmt8 of vehicular 

traffic; and,. beMuse of 1 ts. narrow width it is fouhd. gro8sly 1xl-

adequs.te to ::neat the traffic needs on S'alldays and holidays. The 

Venioe Short Line follows .:.ilectric .1ve%X'l1e from. Virg1n1e. Avenue 

northwest to.ward santa. MOnica, th~re!ore vehicular trdfic on this 

highwaY' horthweet of V1rg1n.1a. Avenue enco'Cllters the ra.11roa.d t~f1c. 

Virginia Avenue iaps.raJ.lel to and on the easterly side 

of the Venice Short Line and is s. part of a road plan to construot 

a. thro12gh highwaY' on 01 ther side of th.e said "Short Line" between 

LOB AIlgelee and Venioe. ThiS highway in the vicinity of thO' proposed 

orossing is 1mproved With oil ms.cadam. and oa.rries a fairlY' large 

vol~e of vehicular traffic, as it affords a connection fran 

We.Sh1llgtOll Boulevard to the beach. The testimony shows tha. t the 

Cit:r of Venice prOpOS&8 to wid.en and pave Virginia Avenue in the 

near f'O.t'tlre. Applicant has 2hown that the grade eroae1Xlg a.-pplied 

for herein would afford a more convenient route for through t~ic 

on Virg1n1a Avenue to. and. frotl the business center of Venice tb.8n .18 

afforded under present c~itions9 where this traffic is required 

to eont1nue on Virg1n1a Avenuo to the speedwa.:y. or to Electric 

Avenue, referred to above. 

The testimony shows that the COWlty of LoS AXlgeles i8 
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now widening ani paVing Washington Bo~evazd between Los Angeles 

e.nd the City of Ve:o.1co. When the work is completed thie highway 

Will :c.s.ve & pa.ved driveway "IS feet in width. The City of Venice 

plane to cont 1nUe this improve:nent of Wa.sh1Ilgton Botllevs.:rd th:ro"ag'h-

out that ;porti.o:Q. whioh is eit-a.o.ted within th~ eitl'" limits to an 

~erseetion with the new Leona Avenue highway. 
Subsequent to the ~or.ner proeeediDg'8 hel.d oe1"ore 'tho 

Cor:mn1ss1on relative to OO%lStruct1Dg a. oross1xlg a.t Eighteenth Avenu9'" 

the City of Venice opened. s. new boulevaM 100 feet ill Width, known 

as Leona Ave~e, connect~ Thirty-t1ret street nenr t~e ocean front 

with that portion ot' ?1e.ehiXlgton Bo'llleve.rd. rnxm1ng northes.sterly pa.st 

the city l~ts. Eighteenth Avenue 1nters&ets Leona Avenue 

immedia.tely south of Pacific BJ..ectr1e Railwa:r compaIlYt S Dlgl.ewood 

branch. It is evident that when the Leona. Aven'O.e-Wa.sh~on 

Boulevard ~p~ovement is e~pleted it ~l.l. attract a very 1erge 

vol.'tlme of tbro-agh vehictll.8.r traffic. It is ale 0 evid.ent that the 

present highway system of Ve!lice is 1nadequa.te to a.ccommodate this 

la-reO vol'C:ne of t:ra~fic; t:b.e:r:e~o=e it is neeess8.r7 to enlarge the 

present b.1ghwa.~ s:rstem.. 

It i3 conteDded tha~ the grantiDg of this application 

will :permit Bighteenth Avenue to be :na.d.e one o:f the major highways 

of' the City of Vemee ana. 'beiXlg such So h1ghwa.y~ it will receive e. 

portion of the ';'1a.shil:g't0ll Boul.eva.xd traffic 80S the City plans to 

distribute the ~a.sh1llgtO!t Bo'C.leva.r.i t:c:roug~ t:ra.ff1e over four major 

h1ghws.~ in the c1 tr .. na:r:lcl.y, Leo:c.l-)' Avenue, Eighteenth A .... enue, Veniee 

:souevard am wa.shington :ao"O.lev8.%'d. 

The "Venice Short L1new of the Fac1!1c 'El~ctr1c is en 

~~ortant interurban l~e between ~06 ADgel.es cni tne west bea~ 

cities. There are no~ly ~~4 passenger trainS ope~ted. over 



tl;13 rtl.11roM pcr da.y a:or1.r..g the weck d~~ys, with t'Q'IO extra. trs.1ne 

on sa.'t'e.:rdays and ten extra trs.1n.e on S'ttCdays, 1n addition to freight 

trains. There is at this time ~ statiotL stop near the prop03ed 

erose1r.g, but tmless the trains stop to pick 'tt'p or discharge 

pnssengers at ~h1e point, they travol at fairly high rates of speed 

1.n th1s v1c1l:l1ty. nghteenth Avenue intereecte the raj.lroad at an 

EJJ:lgle of about 33 d.egrees, which would require 8. eha.l:'p tltr'n for 

northeast-bound t~f1e ~ Virginia Avenue desiring to cross the 

ra.11roa.d e.t this locs.tion. In the event the proposed erossi:O.g 18 

Qon&txucted., tho acu~o aDgle sho'Ol.d be s.bol.ished. by rO'\'ZII.d1ng o:ff 

the- co:rne.r. T".o.e View oond.1 tiona a. t the proposed oroes1l:lg are :faj,rly 

good at this t':1me. 

The Los ~eles count~ Grade Crossing Committee recc.=men!a 

the ~t1ng of th1£ spplieat1o~ contingent upon c~1n eonditions, 

among which were that Eighteenth. A.venue be pa.ved to 1 te eonnection 

wi th Leona Avenue; that an a.utomatic flagmaD be 1.nSt8J.l.ed; tllat the 

&cute eorner a.t tho cros&1llg be rottnded off, a.:c.d that So un1:f'oxmed 

of!iaor b~ sta.tioned to proteot this crossing dur1ng hours of hea.vy 

tra.ffic on the highways. The suggestions o:f this Comm.1 tt&e relating' 

to the protection of the grade crossing if eonetracted were agreed 

to b,. a.ppl.i~t. 

The evidence shows that the :E:J.ect:r1c Pier COr.Porat1on plena 

t~ build a large ele.etrie ~ier at tho foot o~ Center street ~ ~he 

01 ty of Venio.e. Center Streoet intersects ~izhteellth Avenuo a.t a 

po1nt a.bout 300 :feet west of the cross1xlg prop<>sed. herein. If and 

when this :pier is built, it will :ca.terially' :Lueres.se the public 

neee8sit~ of the pro:posed grado crossing, as the ne.tursJ. outlet for 

Center street is ~1ghteenth Avenue. 

It i~~ evident tm t the proposed crossiDg 1~ constro.eted 

will crea.te s. ha"'.s.:rd.ous sit"I:B.t1on $om wo'tll.d ordi.n&rlly jus:t1f7 a. 
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g:ra4o 8opamt1on. It a. grade separation were to be effected. 
it would appear desir~ble to construot the h1ghwa7 under the X&11~ 

road.. In the constra.ct1o:::. of 8'C.eh e. grs.d.e separation. lZlldergrotta.d 

ws.tor would be ellCou:o.tered wbich ';'loud s.dd mater1sJ.l.y to the cost 

of the oonstruction. as well &8 to the maintenance of the same. 

There are also other physical conditions here, which do not lend 

themselTee read1~ to & grade separation. The adjoining stre&t 

intorsection; the ~cute ~le of the eroes~ and the prov1d~ for 

the Illglewood. t:ra.ek along the north sid.e of Eighteenth Avenue tJJ.:L 

add to the d1ffieul ties that wo'CJ.d be encountered in the COl:l

etnotio'll of eucb. an i:::npl'ovEDent. Therefore~ it appeare tha. t s. 

grade separa.tion cannot be jU$ti~ied at this loca.tion at this time. 

A!ter due oonsideration of the ev1dence in this proceed-

1ng~ it appears that public convenience a.m noc&3s1tY' reqUire th& 

grantillg of this applicatiOn, a.s the eross1.ng' will a.fford a. pub11c. 

Ilonvenienco for loos.l tmf:f10 to the district east of the raUroad 

aDd south of ~ighteenth Avenue~ and will 1n addition afford a 

public convenience fo%' thro"Ogh t::a.!fic leading to a.D1 from. Washing

ton BouleTa.rd.. It is recog:aized. that the g:ra.d.e crose1Xlg' applied :for 

herein? if CO:1Stxucted, will crea.te So he.zardous condi t10n a.nd. sho'Cld 

be protected. with certain restrictions. Applicant has vo1unteered 

t~ maints.1n a. tra.:f:f'ie officer a.t this eross1n8" dur1n8' those ho'aX's 

on S"Dtlds.ys, Holidays and. S1lll1lle= even1llgs when the voltane of vehi

cular traffic on the highways is heavy. This protoction appears 

justified and shotU..d 'be required. It is evident that the ha.zard. 

1ll:q"olved also~us:tifie8 the inste.llst1on of an e.utoce.t1c flagman to 

provide protection ~en the ~for.ced officer is not on dut7· 

With these reetrict1.ons~ it is considered that thi8 

application sho'Dld be granted and it will be eo ordered. 

.~, ... ,r' 
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ORDER. - ~---
The Cit~ of Venice. ~ ~c1pal corporation ot the 

sixth cla8e in the countY' of L()$ ADgelee. sta.te of ca.liforn1a., 

having applied to this Commias1on for an order ~thorizing the 

construction of Eighteenth Avenue (nla.~rocl Avenue) 8. t grade ac:rOl!l8 

~acif1c Electric Bailwa~ c~anyrs so-called WVenice Short L1ne~. 

a public hearing herein having been held, the Commission being 

a.~pri&ed. ot the !o.cte, the mc.tter be1ng undor Bubm1881.on and now 

be1:Ds" rGlJi1:; :ror dec1s1~ 

IT IS ~ ORDE.R3D th&t the Oi t~ of Venice be a.nd. it 

18 herebY' authorized to COJ13trtlct Eighteenth A.venue (lI1ld.red Avenue) 

at grnde acroBs Pacific Electric Railway Comp~fs so-o.alled "Venice 

Short Ia1ne~ at the location shown on the m&pe s.ttaehed to the 

appl i oat 1 on. 
said croasiDg to be COllst:ra.oted subjeot to the follow-

ing concl1 t10ns. :asm.eJ.r. 

(1) The entire expense ot oonstruetiDg the erose~, 

with a. roUD.d.ed oorner a.djacent to the wester17 side of Virg1n1a 

Avenue and. the 8ot:.therly side of Zighteenth Avenue. shall be borne 

b~ a.pplicant. The cost of its mainteJl8JlCe up to linea two (2) 

!&et outside of the outsid.e rs.11s shal.l be borne by a.pplicant. The 

maintenance of that portion of the crossing between lines two (2) 

feet outside of the outside :rails shall be borne by Pacific Electric 
I 

Ra1lway Compa.ny. 

(2) The cr08S1J:lg ehsJal be constrttcted of e. width not 

l.e88 than twent:1-:f'om" (24) :teet and a.t 8Z1 ~le 0:£ thirty-three 

(S3) degrees to the n1lroa.ci., am With grad.ee of apPl'oe.eh not 
.. . -

greater the.r:t two (2) per cent; ehall be proteGted by 3'UJ.tabJ.e 

cr08Sing e ~ a:od 8he.ll in ($'To1:'$" ~ 'be ms.d.e safe ~o:r the ps.se

age thereon of vehicles s.:o.d othe:: rO&d traffic. 



(3) An e.utomat1c !lagman shall be installed for the 

protection of said crossing at th& sole expense of appl1~t; said 

automati0 flagman to be of a typo and. instal.J.od in accordance with 

plans or da.ta. approved bY' this Commission. The maintenance of said 

flagman shall be borne bY' Pacific El.ectr1c RUlway company. 

(4) Applicsnt shall. with1D. th1rt;y (30) days. therea:rter, 

not1f,y this COIID1ssio.tl." 1%1 wri t1ng. of' the completion of the in

stallation of 881d aroas1ng. 

(5) If sa.id crossing shal.l not bave been insta.l.led Wi tl:t1D. 

one yes:r fran the date of this order, the authori:s.tion herem 

granted shall then lapse s.x:d become vo1d, unless further time is 

gmnte<l b;r subsequent order. 

(6) Applicant ahal.l ma.1nta.1D, at its sole expense, a. 

tra!!1c officer for the protection of this cros8ing during those 

hours of SQnde.YS. ho11da.ye aJ'ld S'tmmter eveniDgs when tra.ffic is hee.TY, 

in acoordance with a. ached:cl.e which shaJ.l bs.ve the a.pproval of this 

Camn18s1on. 

('1) The Commission reserres the right to make Sttch :farther 

oriere rela.t1ve to the location., constrc.etion,. oper&t1on, ma1ntena.nce 

and protection of sa.1d cross1llg a.s to 1 t may seem right and proper, 

aDd. to revoke ita penn1es1on if, 1%1 1 ts judgment, the public COD-

venience ~ necessity d~soa such action. 

For all other purpoees~ the effective de.te of this order 

aha.ll be twenty (20) d&ys from aJXL after the date hereof. 

D&ted s.t san FranciSCO. ca.l1:!0r:U.S.. this I 'f /~ da:y 

of Fe'bruar.1. 1925. 

cOiciciiesioners 

,,)(~~) 
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