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In +“he Matter of the Applioce-

BEFORE TEE RATLRCAD COMSZSSION OF TZE STATE OF CALIFORLIA
tior of tre City of =1 Xonte,
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Avenue g2eross the rigkt of way
and proverty of the Southern
Pacific Comnany, & corporation,
and to effect the extenslion of
Central AvVenue.

%. F. Duan, City Attormey, for Applicant.
Tropk Xerr, for Southern Pacific Company.

John R. Berryman, Jr., for Los Angeles
County Grade Crossing Commitiee.

BY QEE COMISSION:
02III0X

Ty the above entitled application, the City of E1 Xonte
geeks permission to consiruct Central Avenue at grede a0Y0ss &
track of Southern Pacific Compeny in the City of E1 Xonte, Los
Angeles County, California..

A public hesring wes held on this matter before Zxuminer
Williams in Los ingeles on Decemder 12, 1924.

Central Avenue runs in & northerly and goutherly direc~
tion through the northeest portion of the City, extonding from
Yein Street on the south to Bryant Road on the north, & distence
of spproximately six-tenthks of & mile. The district tributery
%0 this highway is rataer gparsely settled at this time. Central
Averme has for many yesrs been open to the general public as &
highway over the Soutkern Pacific track at the location referred

o 70 in this applicstion.

Mne evidence shows that this orossing originated over

thirty yesrs ago as & private form crossing. 4e time went on and
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the distriot %o the north of the railroad developed, the gates

nt this private coroceing wore allowed to romain open for groster
intervals of time, until & condition resulted wherein they woxre
practicelly never closed. Witnesses testified that they had never
seen those gates closed during the past ten years ond no one tostl-
fied that they hed been closed during this period. & short time
ago, howﬁver, +he Reilroed Company did construct a barricade across
Central Avenue to prevent vehicular traffic from crossing tho ralil-
road. This barricsde existed only & short time when the Reoilroad
Company esreed to admit treffic across their tracks, provided the
city wonld meintein a huxan flagman., Thereupon the crossing was

again opened to the -public end has since been protected by & human

flegman.

Cantral Avenue is now opren and traveled acrosa Pacifie
Electric Reilway Compeny’s double track line at grade at a point
130 feet southerly from the croesing in?olved bherein. The road at
the point of this Pacific Electric crossing existed prior to the
time the electric reilway was built, in 1906. It appears, there-
fore, that the City of 21 Monte has & legal right to oross the
Pacific Electric at tais point.

There are at present only two orossings over Southern

Facifio ggmpany'g tracks in vhe City of E1 Monte waich are used
by the general publie, namely, one at Central Avenue, re:ferred_. to
in this appliecation, and ahother loéated approximetely 1400 feet
to the nortawest. thereof st Tyler Street.

Tylexr Street is an important paved highway which ocarries

a large volume of vehicular traffic. It extends from the business

center of Z1 lMonta to the northesst, toward Arcadis and Mbnrbvia.
The distance betwaen the d»usiness center of EL Xonte and the

greater portion of the district tridutery to Central Lvemme is
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practically the same by way of the Tylexr Street orossing as by

the route over the Centreal Avenus oroesing. The Tyler Street

route involves crossing Southern Pacific Company's main line and
thrae adjacent side tracks, while the Central Avenue route involves
oroooing Southern Pacific Company’'s main line and two orossings
ovexr Pacific Electric Railway Company's doudble track line. It
appears, therefore, that tie Tyler Street route 1s leass hazardous.
The testimony shows, however, that the Tyler Street crossing is
frequently blocked by Southern Pacific trains foxr excesaive periods
of time, which applicant contends adds to the necessity of a

second orossing over the rallroad.

The orossing involved hexrein will sexrve as a material
sonvenience to the Los ingeles Rock ond Gravel Compary, with
bunkers immediately noxrtheast of Southern Pacific Company's track
and east ¢of Central Avenue.

Traffic counts taker in the vicinity of this crossing

ghow that most of the traffic consists of trucks hauling rock.

If tois epplication is not granted, most of these trucks would bs
foiced to travel by a circuitous routé over Tyler Street, whioch
also crosses the railroed, and in moving vie Tyler Street these
trucks would seriously interfere with other traffic in this com-=
nunity.

There are at present about 400 truckloads of material
being hauled daily from these bunkers, which pass over the Central
Avenue croseing. This material 1s delivered %o points both east
and west of Centrsl Avenue. For this traffic to use the Tylex

Street croscing would involve it going out of its way somewhat;

the extra distance depending upon the destination of the txraffic.
The avidence showe that the width of the oroesing in-

volved herein, as wused by the gereral publiec, hes been about 16
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feet. Applicant now desires to extend Central Avenue, whioh i8 a
sixty foot street, ecutherly acrose Soutkherzn Pgzcific Company's 100
foot right-of=way, thus crossing the railroasd’'s xein track and an
industrial spur track belonging to the Los Angeles Roék and Gravel
Commeny.

The track involved herein is Southern Pacific Company's

main line to Yuma, over which there are'normally 12 passenger

trains end 6 freight trains operated per day, in addition to ax-
tra trains. These trains travel at fairly high rates of speed in
the vicinity of the proposed crossing. Ihis is & case in which not
only the locel hazard due to the existence of the crossing 1tself,
but also the genmeral effect on the other traffic of this community,
ghould be considered. Based uyor thaese brosder considerations, it
anpeare that it is in the »ublic interest to grant this appllication.

The view of the tracks at this location igs obstructed
norta of the_railroad by the Rock Company's bunkers sast of Central
Avenue, and to some aextent by dulldings and treeé west of Central
Avanue. Tharefore this grade crossing, when constructed, would pre-
sent & more than ordinary hazard and should dbe protected by an auntos
metiec flagman.

On Decezxber 30, 1924, the Commission icsued ite decision
No. 14505, authorizing the construstion of Columbla Street at grade
across Southern Pacific Company's track at & point zbout 250 feet
southeast of the crossing proposed herein. Columbia Street is planned
to be an ixportent highway artexy for through traffic betﬁeen Pomonsa
and Los Angeles. It mey be that &t some future date public conven-

icnce end necessity will require thet the grede be sevarated at the

sald Columbie Street crossing dy constructing the highway under the
reilrosd. If and when such grede separation is effected, pudlic

safaty would not reasgonably permit of the continuance of an inter-
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seotion of Columbia Street nnd Contral Avenuo, due o the resultant

heavy grades on Contral Avenue end to the impaired view: therefors
an alterpative route would be reguired for Central Avenus rorth of

Paclific Electric Railway Compeny's tracks, or the crossing pro-
posed rerein snould at that time be sbolished.

Tee City of Z1 Yonte having aprlied to this Commission
for suthority to construct Central Avernme at grade across & cartain
track of Southern Pacific Company at the location shown on Exhibit
"A" attached to the application, & public hearing having been held,
the matter having bheen duly submitted and now being ready for
decicion,

IT IS EERE3Y QRDERET that permission and authority be
and 1t is hereby granted to the Board of Trustees of the City of
El ionte, County of Ios Angeles, State ¢0f California, to ccnstruot'
Central ivenue &t grade scross Southern Pacific Company's track as
shown on Exhibit "A" attached to the applicstion. Sald erossing
to be constructed subject to the Lollowing conditions, namely:

(1) The extire expense of comstructing the crossing
shall be borne by sppliocent. The cost of its maintenance up to
lines two (2) faet outside of the outeids rails skall be bornme by
applicant. The maintenence of that portion of the orossing hat-
ween lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be
borne by Soutksrn Pacific Company. No portion of the c¢ost herein
agsessed to applicant for the construction or meintensnce of said
orossing shall be assessed by appliéant. in any manner whatsoever,
to the operative yroperty of Southern RPacific Company.

A

(2) The orossing shall be comstructed of = width not

less than twenty-four (24) feet and st an angle of about seventy-

£ive (75) degrees to the railrozd, end with grades of approach not
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grester than four (4) per cent; shall be protected by & sultable

oroseing sign, and shall ir every way be mede safe for the passsage
thereon of vehicles and other rosd traffic.

(3) An automatic flagman shall be instelled for the pro-
tection of sald crossing at the sole expense of applicant, said
antomatic £lagman to be of & type and Iinstalled in accordance with
plans or data sporoved by the Commission. Tke maintenance of seid
flaguan shell be borne by Southern Pacific Company .

(4) Applicant shell, within thirty (20) days thereafter,
00Tify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the in-
stallation of said crossing.

(5) If saeid croseing shall not heve been installed within
one year from the dete of this oxder, the authorization herein
grented shall then lapse end become void, unless further time is
grented by subsequent order.

( 6‘.) The Commission reserves the right 4o make such fur-
ther orders relative to the locatlon, construetion, operation,
maintenance and protection of seid croceing as to it may seem right
and yroper, and +o revoxe its vermission if, in its Judgment, the
public convenience end nececsity demend such action.

For 811 other purpoces, the effeotive dete of this order
shall be twexty (20) days from ard asfter the date hereof.

ted et Sen Franeisco, Celifornia, this /2% day of
Fevoruery, 1925.
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