
Decieion lIo. Ii J'"t f , 

In the ~tter of the Al':Plioa- ) 
t10:c of the Oi ty' of El !:onte, ) 
a Munici~al Corpo~tion, for ) 
an Order a~thorizing the con~ ) 
struotion at grade of Central ) 
Avenue aoross the right o~ way ) 
nnd l'rol'erty of the Southern ) 
Pacific Com,sny, a corpo~at1on, ) 
and to effect the e~ns10n of ) 
Central Avenue. ) 

w. F. Dwm, City Attorney, for A;p:plioant. 
Frank xarr, for So~thern Pacific Co~sny. 
John R. Borryman, Jr., for Los Angeles 

County Grade Crossing Committee. 

2Y ~EE CO~SSION: 

OPINION 
-.-.--~--

In the above entitled app11cation~ the City of El ~onte 

seeks ~erm1ssion to construot Central Ave~ue at grcde ~oross a 

traok of Southern Pacific Co~,eny in the ,City of El ~onte, Los 

Angeles County, california. 

A :public hearing was held on this matter before Examiner 

Williams in Los ~geles on December 12, 1924. 

Central Avenue runs in a northerly snd southerly d1reo~ 

t10n through the northeast ;portion of the C1t7, extending from 

Main Street on the south to Br.1snt Road on the north, a distance 

of a;pproximately six-tenths of a mile. The distriot tributary 

to this highway 1s rather 31'8or801y settled at this time. Central 

Avenne has for many years been open to the general ~ub110 as a 

highway over the Southern Pacific traok at the location referred 

• to in this e.:pplioe.t10n. 

The eVidence shows that this crossing Originated over 

thirty years ago as s. :private far.n cross1llg. As time went on and 



thQ d1etr1ot to the north of ther~11rotl.d. doveloped, the g&te8 

~t th1c priv~te oroc01ng wore allowed to romDin o,en for gro~ter 

intervals of time, until a condition resulted wherein they wore 

practioally never closed. Witnesses te~t1f1ed that they had naver 

eeen thoee gates elo2cd during the p~et ten ye~8 nnd no one toct1~ 

fied that they had been closed during this period. A short time 

ago, however, the Railroad Com~any did construct a barricade aeross 

Central Avenue to ~reve~t vehicular trai~ie ~rom croseing tho ra11~ 

road. ~h1e barricade existed only a ahort time when the ~ilroad 

Company agreed to admit trnific ~eroes their tracks, proVided the 

oity would m&1ntain a hu:an flagman. ~ere~on the crossing was 

again opened to the'public and has Since been proteoted by a human 

flagman. 

Cent,raJ. Avenue is now open and tra:veled acrose Pacifi0 

Eleot:r1c ?..&ilway C:oml'any's double traok line at grade at a point 

130 feet southerly from the croBsing involved herein. !he ro~d at 

the point of this Paoifio Eleotrio crossing eXisted prior to tha 

time the electric re.11way was built, in 1906. It appears, there~ 

fore, that tho City ofEl Monte has a legal right to oross the 

Pacifio Zlectrtc at this ~o1nt. 

~ere: are. at preeent only two crossingB over Southern 

1'&01110 Gom:pany' ~ mgta l .. ~~f; C1 t1 of ;:J, Monte whioh are used 

in this a~pliO&tion~ and another located approximately 1400 feet 

to the northwest,thereoi at ~yler Street. 
Zyler Street is an important :p~vad M.ghway which Carri48 

a. la.rge volume of vehicular traffi0. It extends from the buSiness 

oenter of n Monte to the northea.st, toward Arcadia and Monrovia. 

!he d18ta.noe between the bU:3incss oenter of El Uonte and th6 

greater portion of the distriot tributary to Central Avenue is 



praotioally tho same oy ~ ot the ~yler Street orossing as 07 

the route over the Central .venue oroasing. Tho Tyler Street 

route involves crossing Southern Pacific Company's main line and 

throe adjacent side tracks, while the Central Avenue route inVOlves 

oroDo1ng Southern ~~o1!i0 Corop~y'c ~1n lino ~nd two oroeeinga 

over Paoific Eleotrio M1lway Co~e.ny' s double traok line. It 

app«ars, therefore, that t~e Tylor Street route is less hazardous. 

~e testimony shows, however, that the Tyler Street crossing is 

frequently blocked oy Southern Pnc1tic traine tor exoes8ive ~er1ods 

of time, which applicant oontends adds to the necessity of a 

second oroee1ng over the r~11ro~d. 

~e orossing involved herein will serve as a material. 

oonvenienoe to the Los Angeles 300k ~d Gravel Company, With 

b'tlIlkers im::o.ed,iately northeast of Southern ~acific Company's traok· 

and east of Central Avenue. 

~fie eounts taken in the Vieini ty of this erossing 

show that most of the traffic conSists of trUoks hauling rook. 

If this application is not granted, most of these trtlcks wo'C.l.d be 

foroed to travel by a cireUitous route over Trler Street, whioh 

also oroases the railroad, and in moving Via ~ler Street these 

trucks would seriously interfere with other trn!~ic in this oom~ 

m1ln1.ty. 

there are at present about 400 truckloads of material 

being hauled daily from these bunkers, which pass over the Central 

Avenue erOS&ing. T"A18 ma.ter1al. is delivered to pOints both east 

and west of Central Avenue. For this traffic to use the Tyler 

Street oross.ing wo1l1d involve it go1Xlg out ot its way somewhat; 

the extra distance depend1ns upon the dest~tion o£ the traft10. 

The eVidence shows thst the Width of the orossing 1n~ 

volved herein, as used by the general publi0, has been about 15 



feet. Applioant now desiree to ext4nd Central Avenue, whioh 18 a 

sixty foot street p ec,utherly across Souther.c. Paci:fi0 Comp8llY's 100 

foot r1ght-of~way, thus crossing the r~ilroad's main track and an 

industrial spur traok belonging to the Los Angeles Ro~k and Gravel 

Comr>~ .. 

The traok involved'herein i8 Southern Paoifio Company's 

main line to Yuma, o~r which there are normally 12 passenger 

trains and 6 freight trains operated per day, in addi tion to ex~ 

tra trains.. ~ese trains travel a.t 1:airl.y high rates of speed in 

tho vioini ty of the proposed crossing. This is a. oase in which not 

only the local hazard due to the e:x:istenoe of the crossing itself, 

but also the general effect on the o the r traffiC of this community, 

should be conSidered. Eased u~on these broader oonsiderations, it 

a,peare that it is in the ~ublic interest to grant this applioation. 

~e view of the. track a at this looation is obstra.oted 

north of the railroad by the Rock company's bunkers east of Central 

Avenue, and to some extent by bU11d1:cgs and trees west of Central 

Avenue. ~erefore this grade cro ss1ng, when constra..oted, 'Would pre~ 

sent a more thsn ord.inary hazard and should be proteoted by an auto'::' 

matio flagman. 

On ~oGmber 30, 1924, the Commission itsued its deoision 

No. 14505, authorizing the construotion of Columbia Street at grade 

aeross Southern 2acific Co~pany's track at a pointebout 250 feet 

southeast of the orossing ~ro~osed herein. Co1umo1a Street is planned 

to "00 an important highwa.:r artery for through traffic botween PomoIl8. 

and LOe. Angeles. It ms:y boe that at some :future date publ1c- conven':; 

ionce and neceesi ty Will req,u1re th8.t the gre.de be separated at the 

said Columbia,Street crOSSing by oonstruoting the highway under the 

railroad. If and. when such grade. separation is effected, pu.blic 

safety would ~ot rea2onab1y permit of the continuance of an 1nter~ 

.);-)? 
N~ • .., 



8eetion o~ Columb1~ Streot ~d Contr~l AveDUo, due to tho reeul~t 

heavy grades on Central Avenue end to the impaired View; therefore 

an eJ.ter:c.at1ve roo.te would be req,Uired for Central Avenue north of 

P~o1f1c Electric ~lway Compeny's tracks, or the crossing ~ro~ 

posed herein sAould at that time be abOlished. 

ORDER - ~---
T~e City of Zl Monte haViDg ap~liad to this Commission 

for authority to construct Central Ave~e at grade aerOBe a oertain 

track of Southern Pacific Co~any a.t the loes.tion shown on Exhibit 

"A" attached to the a~pl1cation, a publ10 hearing haVing bean held, 

the matter banns been duly subm1 toted am now being rea.dy for 

deoision, 

IT IS E:ERZBY ORDza:ED that permiSSion and authori't7 be 

and it is hereby granted to the ~oard of Trustees of the City of 

El ]Conte, County of Los Angela B t State of Ce.:L1:forn1a, to oonstruot 
. 

Central Aven~ at grade acroe8 Southern Paoi:f~o Company's track as 

shown on Exhibit "A" a.ttaohed to the application. Said orossing 

to be oonstruoted subject to the following c<)ndi tiona, namely: 

(1) The entire expense of constructing the crossing 

shall be borne by B;Z>p11oant. ~e cost of its maintenance up to 

l1nes two (2) feet outside of the outSide rails shall be borne b1 

appl~cnnt. Tho maintenanoe of that ~ort1on o£ the orossing bet~ 

ween lines two (2) feet outSide ot the outside rails shall be 

'l>orne by Southern Pacific Compa.:ay. No portioD of the cost here1n 

assessed to a~~liesnt for the construction or maintenanoe of said 

orossing shall be nsseessd by ap~licant, in any manner whatsoever. 

to the operative ~roperty of Southern ?acif1c Co~any. 
, 

(2) ~e crossing shall be constructed of eo width Dot 

less than twenty-four (24) feet and at a.:o. a:c.gle of about seventy.;,; 

fi~ (75) d.egrees to the railrocd, end Wi th grades of s.pproach not 



greater than four (4) per oent; shall be proteoted by a suitable 

orossing sign, and shall in every way be made safe for tha passage 

thereon of vehioles and other road traffio. 

(3) .A:tJ. automatio flagman shall be insteJ.led for the :pro~ 

teotion of sa1d crossing at the s·ole expense ot ap:p11cant, ss.1d 

automati0 flagman to be of a t7,Pe and installed in aocordanoe With 

:plens or data approved by the Commission. The maintenanoe of aC1d 

flagman shall be borne by Sou the rn Pacit10 Comps:ay. 

(4) Al'plieant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter, 

notify thie Commission, in writing, of the completion of the in~ 

stallation of said orossing. 

(5) If said crossing shall not have been installed Within 

one year from the d~te of this order, the authorization herein 

granted shall then lapse end become VOid, unless further time is 

granted by subsequent order. 

(6) ~e Commission reserves the right to make suoh tur~ .. 
ther orders relative to the location, construction, oper.ation, 

maintenanoe and proteotion of said cro::si:og as to it may seem ri,ght 

aDd ~ropert and to revoke its permission if, in its Judgment, the 

publio oonvenienoe and neoessity demend suoh aot1on. 

For all other purposes, the etteative date ot this order 

shall 'be twenty (20) days froe az:.d after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Franoisco, Csl1:forn1a, this 17 ~ day ot 

Febra.ary, 1925. 


