
:aEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION 01 THE STATE OF CALIFOImIA 

-000-

In tho MAtter of the Application o~ 
WION 'XRACTION COMPANY. a corporation. 
tor an order of the Eailroad Cocmi8aion 

) 

. 
• 

of the State ot California authorizing said 
company to a.bandon eerta.in ot its street ) 
rei lws.y trSXlch1ses in the City 0:£ Sante. 
Oral. ~ur8uant to wnlch trans~~rt!tion is 
£urnished to and ~om Cli£~ Drive. to re
move oert~~n port1ona o~ 1t& tr~oka and 
tac111tisa operata~ thereunder, to dia-
oontinue ~rnish1ng street railw~y service 
~eroto~or& ~urn1s~od purSUAnt thereto • .. 

Leo R. SUsma..Il :for AppJ.1os.nt 

) 

: 

J. B. Maher. ~ol', :f or 01 ty o:f Santa 
Cruz, Protestant. 

Mrs. Z. B. Lawrence, tor G~ield Park 
Paron t-Tee.ob.ers Club, ho tea te.nt. 

Mrs. L. L. RaXlldn. for Garfield Park 
Improvemen t ~1'C.'b. P:r:otostlll1t • 

. " 

BY T.EE COMMISSION: 

OPINION· 

Union Traction Company, a corporation, has petitioned 

the Railroad Commission for an order authorinng the d.1aeontinuanc:a 

o~ street railway service, abandonment aDd remova.1 ot tracks 

aDd appUrtenances on a portion ot its street ra1lwa~ system in 

the C1 ty of Sa.nta Cruz. 

A pubJ.ic hearing on this application wa.a condUCtted 

~by ~m1ner Handford at Santa Cruz at ~1ch time the matter was 

l.. 



d:a.ly submitted. and 1 t is now ready tor deoision. 

The portion of the 818tem of the applicant here1n 

prGPoaed to be ~i8oont1nued is the street railway line in tne 

City of Santa Cruz extending from the intersection ot Pacifi0 

Avenue and Mission Street. thence along Mission Str~.t. 

YoungloYe Avenue. Errett Circle, Woodrow Avenue (fo~erlY 

Garfield A"V'enue) to Cl1t: Drive. 

Applicant alleges that the operation of the line 

hereiQ proposed to be abandoned ia unprofitable 1n that it 

doe~not develop revenue suffiCient to meet the expense of 
., 

operation, taxes and depreciation. or to return any interest 
. 

on the investment. that the traffic on all its linea, in-

cluding that herein proposed to be abandoned, i8 steadily d.
cre8.s1ng largely due to the increasing use of pri vatel,. owned 

automobiles and to such extent that during the summer montha • . 
which ahould.be, the period of.larger e~nings by reason of the 

transient population in Santa" Cruz?_ a well known resort. the 

decrease in earnings as compared with former years is particular

l~ noticeable, .and that applicant antiCipates such situation Will 

in future beoome more acute aDd the tu~re reveunes W1l1 ¢~n

tinue to:fe.ll below the amount necessary far tAe proper opera..

tion and safe me.1ntenanoe ~ the linea. including amount. nec.a

Bars :for the payment.. of taxes and a proper depreciation reserTe'. 

Applioant propO ••• ," 1f this application be granted, to install 

an a.utomobile 'bus ~rvioe ,in lieu ot the street railwaY' 'Servioe 

over the line herein sought to be abandoned. 

Witnesses tor. applicant teatif1ed &s to the financial 

resul ta arising from opera.tion and as to"the expelld1;turea n80 •• -



aary to place tho tracks and roadbed in proper operatiTe 

condition. It appears that complete rehabilitation of the 

tracks herein proposed to be abandoned will be necessary 

Within the next two years and tha.t the eat1m.ated expenditure 

to be incurred for such work amounts to approXimately $90,000. 
, . 

The City of Santa Cruz has a. street improvement program wb.1ch 

oontemplates the paving of Mission Street from Pacific ~venue 

to Bay Street. It is e8t~ted by applicant that tho ex-

penae of traok roconstruction to meot the pav1Zlg program woUl.d 

amount to iS5;200. ~e portion of tho line over miCA paving 

is contemplated constitutes about half of the distance OTer 

whioh abandonment is requested and if the paving program ia 

consumated by tho' City o! Santa C~z the applicant wiil b~ 
required to expend approximately $130;200.00 for track renewal 

and. reh&bUita.tion within the next two years.. . 
. Statements presented as exhibits by the applicant snow 

the following data tor the yes:r ending Decem'ber 31, 1924: 

~inga 

~otal 
All Linea 

From ~ansport&t1on 67,588 
"Advertising 600 

Total 08,18a 

Operating Expense. 90.819 
(inc~uding deprecia-
tion and taxes) 

Net Losa 22.631 

Ocean C11ff L1ne 
~ot&l Uiss10n St. 

~.736 

0%11:1 

ll3OO. 
196 

11490 

9'129 

. . 

Seabr1ght-Capitola 
Lave age Lin •• 

29,,812 
290 

20.895 

~e granting of the application is protested ~y ~. 

City ot Santa ~ruz on the basiS that the City deaires to improve 

certain streets by paving, especially MiSSion Street and later 

Pacific Avenue. The electors ot the City of Santa Cruz haTe 



votod to X'o11ovo tho o.1'P.1. 

rog~rd~ tho D~v1ng botwoon tho treckc ~nd to~ twO' foot 

On O:l.cA =:ide theroof. Zc.ore ic Sc:::::lQ ques't10:::. ~$ to \v".a.ethor 

tho ro11cf ~rooumed to be uccor~e~ by the vote ot the citizens 

is ~ctually offoctive as t~o ~ity of ~~te Cruz'bAs not boen 

ablo to sec~ the ~ssu=ance of any paving cO'ntractor that a 

bid. ";'JO'uld. be sub::ni tted .. on work were SUM bids to' 'be illvi ted· 

b:r resoJ.ution Or ordintJ'lCo. It is the view ef th& ~or 

sought to be obandonod but elso on ?cci:1c ~venue. thus ~l~cing 

the city in a 1'0sit1en J;>e:tl:litti!lg it to outJ.i.:lo ~d !%oceod vJith 

J)$ving 1$ a :P:lrt. Zho Commios1on CD.,Onot in this p:::oQooding oon~ 

sielor issues which are boyene. these nov: bofore it in tJlis 

ap,lication and sO'me O'f the controversies ,:rosente~ nnd arising 

frO'm tho intorpreto.tion of the of~ect o~ the election iu ~i~ 

tho electcrs of the City cf ~antc ~ruz voted to' rol~ove tn. 
_. 

t:.~:plicant O'f tho c'bligc.tion to' ".ve streets o.s oonta.inod in the 

fr~ohisez may require ccurt edjudic:).ticn if a satisfactory seitle~ 

mont Callnc'.; 'b'o 0::-:-1 vod a.t by direct !logctie:tion. It is. olearlJ 

pc:-t1on cf the applicant's system fer w~Ch abandonment is re-
.. 

quosto<1 ic nct rotl.l:::ning revonuo fro%: its cper:J.tien s-ufficio"n.t 

to' meet the cest O'f O'per:J.ticn and =sintenanco, ~es and do~re-

ci~tiOnt ncr any interost on the ~vostI:lent. ~ere is nO' eVidence 

iIld.iceting th:lt the tr:lffic \7111 il::.oree.ze. and it tlP;pee.rs t:as.t 

vcry :;:u'bstantisl e~end.itures ';",'ill be roquired to' care for the 

ro~bilit$tien of the line trlthin tho ne~ two years and who~er 

:9o.ving is Or is !let ordered. by tho City. 



, . 
• 

.A.)~pl1olJJlt llu propo:sod. shoUld. t.h18 e.pp11cat1ol:l 

be granted. to plao'e in 30rv1oe motor bus •• to be operated 

Oll regular slchedULes and to serve the territory heretofore 

served by the street r~11way :r~ Pacifio' Avenu. along 

M1ss1011 and other~streei8 to Clift Drive • 
. 

'",. Some' objection was made b~ repreaentt>,t1'Ve8 o:t tbe 

Gar.tield Park,Parent-~eaeheI'a Association and the Gar.f1eld 

Park Improvement Club. to the subst1 tUt10ll ot ~otor bus'ser

vice in lieu of the street ear service on the baa1s that the 

saf,ety ot the oars exceeded that of the proposed bussea. 

Thora 18 nothing in the reoord substantiating such conelU81oi 
, . 

and it would appear that aat1ataotory service coUld be rendered. 

by the 8ubst1 tut10n of busses. 

~ter ~l consideration of all the ev1denGe and 
.po • ....... 

exllibi ts in t.b18 proceeding we are of the opinion and hereby 
i • .' 

~1~d as a tact that the continued operation by the app11cant 

ot the street car service heretotare operat.d in the City 

ot Santa. Cra.z between Pacific Avenue and :M1B8iOn Street alollg 
... '. ... 

U1asion and other streets to Clitt ~riye is no longer just1fied 
" 

, , -" . 
b7 the public convenience and necessity in that the revenu. 

~ . I' • , 

derived trom such o~eration is notsutfici~nt ~o meet the 
"j ;.,.."'" 

coats of operation and ma1ntenanee, tax.s~and dep%8oiat10n;' , 
" . '. 

~ a" 

or any return on the investment. We are further of the - ,~ 

o~inion that applicant shoUl~ be permitted to abandon and re-
'." ...... 

move its ,tracks and appurtenanoes and surrender 1ts franchises 
.. ~, -" 

provided. however. th~t in lieu of the atreet car service pro., .. 
posed to be abandoned there ~l be established a motor bus 

servioe on regulax aohedule and satiatactory to the Cit,. 
'.... ' 

COlmcil of the Oi ty of Sa.nta. Cruz.. 

5. 



ORDBR 

£ public hear~ having been held in the above 

entitlad proceeding. the matt~r having been duly subm1tted, 

the Commiaa1 on bOeing now tUlly uTi seel and basing 1 ta 

order on the finding of faot as appearing in the op1nion 

which preceeles this order. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that applicant, Union Traction 

Compa~. a oorporation. be and the aame hereby ia authorized 

to disoontinue operation of its street car service hereto

fore rendered in the City' of Santa Cruz over the follow~g 

de8~r1bed route:- " .... 
""' 

Commencing at the interaection of 
Pacific Avelll1e and Uiss10ll Street. thence aloXli 
Mission Street to its interseotion with Younglove 
Avenue. thence along Younglove Avenue to ita inter
section with. Errett Circle, thence al.ong Errett 
C1role to its interseotion with Woodrow Avenue 
(formerly Garfield Avenue). thence a1eng Woodrow 
Avenue to the in terseotion of Woodrow Avenue and 
Cliff Dri Te • all in the City ot SantaCruz.. - and 

to abandon and r~ove its tracks and appurtenances thereto. 

subject to the following terms and "conditions:-
• 

1. Applicant will be required to file with 
this Commission a certified copy of an ordinance 
or other appropriate authorization of the City 
Counc1l of the City of Santa Cruz granting re
l1nqa.ishment' of" such franchises or portion ot 
franchiS.es which:. have heretofore been granted by 
the City Council of the City'of. Santa Cru~ oover
ing tne line herein authorized to be abandoned. 

"' 

II. Applicant "will be required to tile 
with this Commi8sion a certified oopy of an 
ordinanoe or other appro~riate authorization 0: 

. the City Council of the I.;i ty of Santa ~ruz grant
ing authority for the operation of an automobile 
bus ~ne over the route heretofore served by 
street railway transportation. such automobile 
bus service to be initial~y estab~1shed on & 

6. 



soh.dul.e s1m11ar to that heretofore rendered' 
b7 the stre~t railway service herein authorized 
to be abandoned. 

This order shall become effective upon the filing 

by the applicant 0: eert'i£1ed. copies of ordtnanee$ or 

other appropriate a~thorizations of the City Council of 

the City of Santa Cru~ as hereinabove required. 

D~ted a.t San ~~rancisco, Cal.Uor%lia, this ~ Lf 7£: day 

of February. 1926. 


