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In tke Matter of the Application of & ."..// / I L '
UNION TRACTION CCLEANY, & corporation, L 4\,5‘,i.,7! f\: ﬁ ﬂ
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for an oxdex of the Reilrosd Commisaion
of the State of Californie authorizing said
company to sbandon certain of its 3treet
ref Jway franchises in the City of Sante

Gruz, pursusnt 1o whieh trangpamtatish is  nplication Nember

Purnighed to and Trom Cliff Drive, to Tre= 10672
move cextain portions of its tracks and )
facilities opersted thereunder, to dis-

continue furnishing street railway service :
heretofore furunished pursusnt therotoe :
»

Sy

)

Leo H. Susman for Lpplicant

;T. B. Mszher, Mayor, for City of Santa
Cruz, Proteatant.

Mrg, 2. B. Lawrence, for Garfield Park
Parent-Teachers Club, Erotestant.

Mrs. L. L. Reokin, for Garfield Park
Improvement “lub, Frotestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:
| OPINION

Union Traction Com;bany; & éorpora‘cion, has petitioned
the Railrosd Commission for an order authorizing the discontimuance
of street railwey service, abandonment ard removel of tracks
and a'p;phrtenancoa on & portion of its street rallway systeu in

the City of Santa Cruze
A pudblic hearing on this spplication was conducted

+by Exsminexr EHandford at Senta Cruz at waich time the matter was




duly submitted snd it is now ready foxr decision.

The portion of the syastem of the applicant herein
proposed to be discontinued iz the atreet railway line in the
City of Santa Cruz extending from the intexsestion of Pacific
Avenue and Mission Street, thence slong Mission Stigot,
Younglove Avenue, Errett Circle, Woodrow Avenue (formexrly
Garfield 4venue) to Cliff Drive.

Applicant alleges that the operation of the line
herein proposed to be abandoned 13 unprofitadble in that it

does not develop revemue sufficient to meet the expense of

operation, taxes and depreciation, or to return eny interest
on the investment; that the traffic on all its lines, in-
cluding that herein pronosed to de ab;ndoned, is ste#dily de-
- creasing laxrgely dune to the increasing use of privately owned
sutomobiles and to spch extent that during the summer months,
whicp should.be.the periocd of.largei easrnings by roasou of the
trengient populétioﬁ in Santa'C;uz70 a well kmown resort, the
decresase in ea&nihgsmas comparéd with former years is particular-
1y noticeable, .and that applicant anticipates such situation will
in future become more acute andmthe fﬁture revemes will con-
tinue to f£all below the amount necessary for the proper opera-
tion and ssfe maintensnce of the lines, including amounts neces-
sary for the payment of taxes and & proper depreciation reserve.
Applicant proposes, if this application be granted, to install
an automobile buas service in licu of the street rallway sorvice
over the line herein sought to be abandoned.

Witnesses for applicant teatified &s to the fimancisal

results arising from operation and &8 to.-the expeniitures neces-




sary to place the tracks and rosdbed in proper operative
¢ondition. It appears that complete rohabilit;tion of the
tracks herein proposed to be sbandoned will be necessary
within the next two years and that the estimated expenditure
to be incurred for such work amounts to approximstely $90,000.
The City of Ssnta Cruz has s street'improvement prograé which
contemplates tho-paving of Mission Street from Pacific Avenue
to Bay Street. It is eatimatod by applicant that the ex-
penge of track reconstruction to meet the paving program would
smount to $85,200. The poxrtion of the line over which paving
is contemplated conatitutes sbout half of the distance over
which abandonment i3 requested and if the paving piog:am ia
consumated by tho‘City of Senta Cruz the applicant will be
required to expend approximately $130,200,00 for track renewal
snd rebebilitation within the next two years.

Statements presented as exhibits by the applicant show
the following date for the yeer ending December 31, 1924:
Total Ocean Cliff Line . Seabright-Capitole

A1) Lines Total  Miasiom St. Laveage Lines
Co only :

Zarnings

From Transportetion 67,588 37,716 11300. 29,812
" Advertising 600 310 196 290 .

Total 68,188 38,086 11496 30,102
Operating Expenses 90,819 39,822 21226 50,997
(including deprecia- :

tion and taxes)

Net Loss 22,631 1,736 9729 20,895

The granting of the applicatioh 15 proteated by the
City of Sants “ruz on the basis that the City desires to improve
cortain streets by naving, especially‘Miésion Street and later

Pacific svenue. The electoxrs of the City of Ssnta Cruz have
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voTtod 0 rolleve the opplicont oL tno irancaliue onlligd
rogaxrding tho paving botwoson tho tracﬁs and Zoxr two foot

on cach gide theroof. There is scme questioz as to weethor

tho rolief prosumod t¢ be accorded by the vote of the citizens
is actually effoctive a3 the City of Sante Cruz hes not deen
sble %0 secure the assurance of any paving contractor that o
bid wouvld De submitited on worlz were sueh bids to be.invitedf

by resolutior or ordincnce. It is the view of the liayor

of the City of Sante Cruz that the apolicont should entirely
surrender all Its fLronchises, notv only ox-the line h&roin

sought to be abandored but olso on Recifie Avenwo, taus placing
the city in o position pemivting it To outline and mrocecd with
g dofinito yrogrenm of ztreet improvement of vikich the proposed
paving 15 & part. The Commission camot in this procoeding cone
sider issues which are boyonl those now before it in tris
apvlicatior snd some of the coatrovercies presented and arising
from the interoretation oL the effect 0L the eloctiorn in whHich
the eloctors of +the City of Sante Cruz voited to rolieve the
cypplicant of the obligovion to mave streels =5 containedld in the
francnises may require cowrt sdjudicetion if a setisfactory seftle-
ment canrotv Ve arrived at by direct negotiation. It iz clearly
shown, nowevexr, {xox the testinmony and exhidivs herein that the
portion of the apvlicant's systenm for which shandonmert is ro-

quested 1t not roturning revenme from its operation sufficiernt

t0 meet the cos3t oI operation end maintensnce, taxes and devre--

ciaﬁion, noxr any intereost on fhe invesinent. There Ig no evidence
Irdicating that the traffic will increace, and it cppears tast
very cubstantial expenditures will de reguired to caxe foé ke
rohabilitation of the line within the next‘two years ond whother
Peving ls or is nov oxderxed by the Citye.
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Applicant has proposed, should this application
be grented, to place in scrvice motor busses to be oporafod
on regular schedules and to serve the territbry'heretoforo
served by the street railwsy from Pacific Avenue along
| Nlasion apd othexr streets to Cliff Drive.

e Some ob jection was mede by representitives of the
Garfield Park Parent-Teachers Asgsociation and the Gerfield
Park Iuprovement Club, to the substitution of motor bus ser-
vice in lieu of the street car sexvice on the basis that the
safety of the cars oxceeded thut of the proposed busses.

lﬁhoro ia nothing in the record subastantiating such concluaioﬁ

and it would appear that satisfaotory‘éer%ice could be rendered

by the substitution of busses. )

ifter full considerstion of &ll the evidence and
exhibits in this proceedfng we are of the opinion and hereby
fiﬁ& as & faet thet the continued operation by the appliﬁéni
of the street car service heretofare operated in the City
of Santa Craz between Pacific Avenue and Migsion Street along
hiaaion and ‘other streets to Cliff Drive is no longer juatifiod
by the public convenience and necasaity in that the revenuo
derivod from snch aperation is not sufficient to meet tho "

| -

costs of Operation and maintensnce, taxos'anﬁ depreciation,
or a£§ return on the investment. We ar; further of éhe |

oginion that applicant should be permitted to abandon and re- ‘
movo its tracks and appurtenancos and snrrenﬁer 1t8 trancﬁisas
provided, however, that in liew of the Btreet ocar servioo pro—

posed to be abandoned there skhall bde establishod a motor bus
service on regular schedule and satisfactory to the City
g .

Council of the City of Santa Cruz.
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‘ORDER

‘A public hearing having been held in the above
entitled proceeding, the mattor having beer duly submitted,
the Commiasion being now fully advised and basing its '
order on the finding of fact as appearing in the opinion

which precedes this order,

IT IS HEEREBY ORDZRED that spplicant, Union Iraction

Company, & corporation, be and the same hereby is authofizod
to discontinue operation of its street caxr service hereto-
fore rendered in the City of Santa Cruz over the following

desecribed route:-

Commencing at the intersection of '
Pacific Avemme and ligsion Street, themce along
Migsion Street to its intersection with Younglove
Avenue, thence along Younglove Avenue to its inter-
section with Errett Circle, thence slong Errett
Cirecle to its intersection with Woodrow &Lvenue
(formerly Garfield Avenme), thence aleng Woodrow
Avenue to the intersection of Woodrow Averme and
C1iff Drive, all in the City of Senta Cruz,- end

to abendon snd remove its tracks and eppurtenances thereto,

sublect to the following terms and conditions:-

1. Applicant will be reguired to file with
this Commission & cexrtified copy of an ordinance
or other appropriate suthorization of the City
Council of the City of Santa Cruz granting re=-
linqaishment of such franchises or portion of
franchises which hsave heretofore been granted 1Y
the City Couneil of the City of Sante Vruz cover-
ing the line herein authorized to Dde abandoned.

IX. Applicant will be required to file
with this Commission a certified copy of an
ordinance or other appropriate authorization of

* the City Council of the Lity of Santa “ruz grant-
ing authority foxr the operation of an auntomobile
bus line over the route heretofore gerved by
street railway transportation, such automobile
bus gservice to be initislly e3tablished on &

Ge




schednle similar to that heretofore rendered

by the strest railway service herein sutbhorized

to be abandoned.

This order shall become effective upon the filing
by the applicant of certified coples 0f ordinances oY
othexr appropriste authorizetions of the City Council of

the City of Santa Cruz as hereinabdove raquii‘m_l.

Dated &t Sen Prancisco, Caltfornia, thial"_:‘zzday
0f February, 1925.
. P //,
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