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Dectston No._| b0 .
EEFORE TEE RAIIROLD C SSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA

In the matter of the application

of Mojave Northern Railroad Com=

pany for an oxrder permitting it to

abandon its common cerrier oblig- | Application No. 10761
ations, and to sell all of its

property to Southwestexn Portland

Cemant Companye

SQUIRES, Commissioner:

CPIXICX

The Railroed Commissiorn iz asked to make an oxrder
sn:thoriziﬁg the MoJave Northern Railroad Company to abandon
its obligations as z commmon carrler and to sell its properties
to the Southwestern Portlend Cement Company.

It 18 of record thet during 1915 the Southwestern
Portland Cement Corpany scquired large deposits of lime rock
located about six miles northeasterly from Victorville and
constructed a plant for the marufacture of Portland Cemert,

&t & point on the Sgnta Fe Railroed about one mile north of
Victorville in San Bernardine County « In oxder to provide

a means of trensporting itz lime rock from itz quarries to its
plant it became necessary to acquire rights of way and btufld a

- railroad for such purpose, The cement ocompany csused the lMojave
Noxrthern Railroad Compaxy to be oréan:[zed and acquired 495 shares
out of a total ¢f 500 shares of stocks The remxining five shares
are held by directors. Since 1916 the Mojave Northern Railroad




Company has been, and is now, engaged in the business of &

common carrier by railrosd, operating a standard gusge steamx
railroed from z point in the NE of the NW: of Sec. 4, T. & K.,

R. 4 V., S.BJ., on the Sante F; Ralilroad :.:aar Victorville, called
"Leon", in a northeasterly direction, t0 the lime gquarries of

Southwestern Portland Cement Coxnpany, at its station called "Powell™

in Sec. 11, Te 6 N., Re 4 W., S$.B.X., & distance of approximstely
seven (7) miles, in the County of San Bernardino, State of California.

~ The testimoxy shows that the business of the railroad, both
freight and passenger, other than the carrying of about three tons
of mining supplies during the year of 1918, has been solely that of
caxrying lime rock, supplies and employees of the Southwestern FPort-
land Cement Comparye. The person for whom the mining snpx‘:lios were
carried in 19I8 has Bince 80ld his properties to the cement campany.
The testimony also skhows that the territory trxaversed by the railroad
iz unsettled, a barren desert tract with no agricultursl possibiliw
ties, and with no present or prospective tormage of minexzle, lime
oxr clay products other thanm what is owned and controlled by the
Southwestern Portland Cement Company.

A1 of the property of the licjave Northern Railroad Company
is mangped and operated through offieciales and directors of the
Southwestern Rortland Cement Company. Upon the granting of this
application the railroad will be operated as & plant facility.

It iz believed that under such operation the cost of operating

the railrosd can be materially redunced for the reason that it will
pot be necessery to keep separate accounts, reports, books and
tariffs, etc. |

A8 sald, the Commission is asked to make an oxrder sathoxrw-
izing the sbandorment by the Nojave Narthern Railrcad Company of
its obliga.tions a8 & commop. carrier and further suthorizing the
compary to sell sll of its property to the Sonthwestern Portland

Cement (otindny. Ifter o considerstion of the evidemce, I £ind no
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necessity for requiring applicant to continme operations 28 a
common carrier sud am of the opirnion that the company™s reguest

to zbandon its obligations as a common carnqr should Pe granted
and that 1t should de pexmitted to discomtirme permsnently its
sexrvice as a cormmon carrier. The Commission has heretofore helgl,
and is now of the opinion, that when it suthorizes a railrosd
compaxy to discontirme operations and t0 abandon Lts common carrier
cbligations, the disposition of the company®s properties thereafter
18 not & metter whick falls within the Jurisiiction of the Railrcasd
Commy ssion. (Volume 16, Opinions and Orders of the Railrosd
Commission of Californis, Pege 399.)} Therefore, such portion of
this application a8 relates to the sazle of the property of the
Mojlave Noxrthern Railrozd Company will be dismissed.

I herewith sabmit the £ollowing form of order:

MojJave Northern Railroad Company having applied to
the Railroad Commission for an order awthorizing it to dis-
contimme its railwny service and to abandon its obligations as
& common carriexr and sell its properties, a public hearing hav-
ing been held, and the matter having been submitted and the
Commission being fully advised and basing its order on the find-
ing of fact as set forth in the preceding opinion,

IT IS HERESY ORDERED thsat the MojJave Noxrthern Railrosd
Compexy be, end it-is hexeby, pexmitted to sbandon its obliga~-
tions as a common cazrrier and to discontinme permanently its
8ervice a8 & common carrier Lfrom, and after, the date hersof,




IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDEXED that for the reason appear—
ing in the foregoing opinion, that portion of the application
requesting permission to sell and transfexr properties be, and
the ssme is heredby dismissed.

The foregoing opinion end order are bereby approved and

oxrdered filed ae the Opinion and Order of the Railxoazd Commiasion
of the State of Califorrnis. _
Dated &t San Francisco, Callfornia, this (Qém ld.ay-
1925.

Commissioners.




