Decision Yoo/ ¥ 6/:75
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In the lotter of the application of )

The Pcople of the State of Californis ) 1,;;:, .
in relation to the Celifownia Sighway ) &/ QL_U‘Qﬁc
Commicsion for en orxder cuvhorizing )  Application I
tee construction of crossing over the )

Sovnthern Racific Radlroad near 2ismo, )

Sex Luis Obispo Comaty, Californis. )

ol T. *rate°ua for eprlicent.

2.0. Xorrisorn end F.W. Xielke for Sountkern
Racific COmpany

Jonn Norton, Asa Porter =nd Warren 3. Zurch
2or Board of Supervisors, San Luis
QOhispe Comnvly.

DICOT0, COMISSIONZR:

In this epplication, the Californias Eighway Coxmission
requests exn orxder suthorizing the construction of a crossing of
the Stete Eighwey sbove the tracks of Southern Pacific Company at
& point zear Picmo, Sap Luis Obispo County, and apportioning the
¢ost thereof.

A public heering was 2eld at Sen Iuis Obispe on Februery
11, 1925, befores Commissioner 2ecoto.

Tais nighway 1is the mair coast rosd between San
Frencicsco and Los Angeles, and iz its existing route crosses the
moin line track of Southern Pocific Compeny at gralde immedliately
north of the railroed’s station building st Fismo. 2oth the
nighway and the rallroasd carry = Trelatively large zamount of
traffic.

Descerding from the West on & sherp grade, the highway
crosses the tracks at an angle of about 45 degrees; thence turns

ebruptly %o the norta following the foot of the railroad embank-
ment for ceversl hundred feet. The stetion duildings, the raile-
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road £ill, natural topogrsphy, cnd trees and brush along the
smell weter-way t0 the north of the orossing, all combine To
obsoure the view and increase the hazard at this grade crossing.
AS a result of & survey of 21l Stave Eighwﬁy crossings
in Californis, mede iointly by engineers representing the United
States Bureasu of Public Roads, %re California Zighwey Commiseion,
and +the Celifornis Relilroed Commission, & program of oxder of grade
~ecroseing elimination was recommended. The orcssing herein con-
gidared was placed near tas head of this list.
™he Highway Commission now propose itne construciion of &
new section of wroed &8 shown on Applicant’s Exhibit No.l, which
willvshortcn the highway ané substontislly improve its elignment

and grede. 3y raising the grede by meens of additionsl embankment

and constructing o concrete dridge over the track, the hazardous

grade crossing can be done away witk. The totel cost of this im-
provement is estimated ai approximetely ¥140,000., of which emomnt
it iz estimsted that soxme $50,000. is required Lfor the construction

of the overnead crossing.

Tor the wurpose of determining tho baels oxn which &
Qivision of coct betwesn tre epnlicant and the railroed comvany
cen be meds, é so=celled "theoretical crossing over the railroad”
nas been eagreed upon between the pertles. This theoreticel croes-
ing ic chown on ipplicent’s Zxhivit No. 1, excent tant tae cleer-
ence over %ne treck L& %o be 25 Leet instead of 23 feet, as in-
diceted on the exhidit, and ic briefly deserided 3 tne difference
between constructing the reloceated higawey Over ‘he trocks at
graode end carrying it over lke reilroed on & bridge raving 5 perx
cent grades of epprosch. IT iz agread tket the railrosd company
thaell pay one-nolf thelcost 0% trle theoreticsl orossing, bdul, as
tre gpnlicant hos elected to improve the grade line of the higkway

by incressing the amount ¢f Tae embanknwent, and neitkher the ocroes-

.yt

LA




ing of +the tracks st grede nor the § per cant grade line will be
conctrueted, the actusl cost of this ‘theoreticel structurs will neot
be Jnowr. The amount which trne rafilrosd company shall contribule

.towards the nroject will therefore be determined by =z supplemental

order in thls »roceeding, vased on the principlé of an equal divi-
sion of the estimated cos5t of tae theoretlical crocsing: such esti-
meted co3t to be agreed wpon, if possidle, by tae interested peaxrvies
and filed ac Applicant’s Sxnibit Jo. 3.

In order %o improve ite opereting conditions, the rallroad
company declsred itc intention to raise its track at tie point of
crocsing approximately three feet. To permit this future raising
of tke track without violstion of the Commission's orders regarding
clearsnces, the Fighwey Commission has agreed to construct the
overhead bridge sSo as to provide & minimum clearsnce of 25 f£t. above
tae present tops of rallse.

The following stipulations were mede by tae parties at
the hearing in tkis procesding:

1. That putlic necessity requires the elimingtion
of the existing grade crossing.

2. Thet the railrosd beasr one-half the cost of the
theoreticel overheed crossing as herein before more
fully desorided, provided the »resernt grade crossing be
abolished, and provided 25 f£i. clesrance be glven above
the present top of reils of Southern Pzeific Coxpeny
treck. Tris stipuletion covers the increzased cosi
ceused by increessing the cleewrence from 23 ft. to 25 f4.

3. Tant an exhibit showirg the estimated cost oX the
theoretical grade crossing as woriked out by zgreement

between the nartiec and merked Applicent’s Bxkidbit No.3,
be later filed with the Commission and used aB the Lasis
0f the finzl awportionment of cost 0 be determined By

& supplemental oxder in this proceeding.

mhe County of Saxr Luis Okicpo mzde serious objecticn to

the closing of the present grode crossing; it being contended that

40 olose same wowld inconvenience certein residents and »roperty
oters esst of the iradk and would £lso hinder the people of
ATroyo Grande in reacking the Southern Pacific station and Ireight
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rlatform at Eismo. The evidence shows +hat there gre but three

properiy owners and one ac?ual resident who would be incolverienced
in reaching the State highwey and the Town of Bis@o by closing the
erossing. It is also shown thaet the distence from Arroye Grende to
Oceano, & station on the reilresd tbree.milés soutk ¢of Pisme, is8
approximately the seme as from Arroyo Grande @ . to Dismo; thet the
former is over s level road, waile the latter hae pumerous grades

and curves: that both roads are peved snd that the Lreight feolli-
ties at Oceono are superior to those at Pismo. It appesrs, therefore,
that the pudblic converience and necessity for the existing grade
croseing does not warrant the continumance of such & hazard end

mensce t0 yublic safety snd tbet the croseing gshould be closed.

e following form of oxder is recommended:

Peonle of the Stete of Califoxnie on relaition oL the
California Eighway Comﬁission, having zade spylication for an order
authorizing the construction of 2 crossing sgbove the tracks of the
Southera Decific Compeny ot Pismo, Sen Iuis Obispo Counly, and
gpportioning the cost therecf, & »ublic hearing neving been held,
the metter having been subxitied and now ready for decision,

IT TS TIREBY ORDERED thet the People of the State of
Colifornis or reletion of the Celifornia Zigaway Comzission be and
they are heredy suthorized to cdnatrhct a orossing over the tracks
of Southern Pacific Company at ®ismo, Son Luis Obispo Cowaty, es

hereinelter specified, subject to the following conditions:

(1) Said crossing shell bYe comstructed at & location
approximetely 750 f£t. south of the existing grade crossing of thre
county road, said yoint of crossing o be epproximately et

Zngineer’'s Station 9520+54.5 on the railrosd.
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(2) Sald orossing shall be constructed substantielly in
socordance Witk the plan f£1led by applicant ee Exhibit No. 2 in
thls proceceding, excepting that the minimum overnced clearsnce
gbove the present top of rall shall de 25 Leet. Said crossing
chell be more specificslly constructed in acecordence with detail
plens weich chell hereefter be sudbmitted to and epproved dy zhis
Commission.

(3} The spportionment of the cost of consfructing and
maintveining sald crossing shell be determined dy & sunplemental

order t0 bc nereaflter made in thls »roceeding.

(4) Applicept shell within thirity (30) Cays thereafter
notify this Comecission in writing of the complefion of the in-
stallation of said crossing.

(8) If 3=1d crossing shall zot have been instelled
within one year from the date of tals oxder, “he euthorization
nerein granted shell then iapse erd become void, unless further
Time ic grunted by subsequent order.

(6) Tre Commizsion reserves the right to mske such |
furtaer arders relative to the location, construction, oneration,
mairtenance end »rotection of said crossing as to It mey seem
right and proper and to revoxe Lts permission {f, in its judgment,
the public convenicnce =nd necessity demand such action.

IT IS ZER=3Y FURIZER ORDZRED vhe't uwpon the completlon
of the overnetd crossing over the rallroad track and the conneot-
ing roadways and the opening o0f The relocated route to publie

use end trevel, Southern 2ecific Company =t its own expense shall

abolish the present grade crossing located 2t approximstely

Znginecer’s Stetion 9513+00, and effectively close same to public

uce and travel.

For all other purposes tais order shall become effect~
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ive twenty (20) days from the making <thereof.
The foregoing Opirian end Order erec neredy spproved

and oxrdered filed &z the Opinion znd Crder of the Railroad

Commi ssion of the State of Colifornia.

/4
Dzted at San Frencisco, Califorrnia, +this :Z Z dey of

Februexry, 1925.

Conziszioners.




