Decdaion Noe_y uf b 9

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMUMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

To the Matter of the Lpplication of )

PACIFIC EXECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY for )

suthority to abandon service snd re~ ) , :
move 1ts tracks on Sumset Boulevard )  Application No. 10864.
from Gardner Junotion westerly to-end )

of line, in the City of Los Angeles, )

Californis. )

¢. W. Cormell ernd O. A. Smith, for Applicant.

Caxl Bush, for Hollywood Chamber of Commerce.

Jess E. Stephens, City Attormey, by Milton

. Bryan, Assistont Attormey, for City of
Loz Angeles.

J. W. Walters, for Board of Public Utilities

. of the City of los Angeles.

- Jobn A. Evans, for the John A. Evane Corporaiion.
X. K. Xnspp, for West Hollywood Realty Board.
I. J. Durfy, for Shexrman Chamber of Commexrce.
C. E. Thompson, in propria persons.

SHORE, Commissioner:

OPINIOXN

Pacific Electric Railwey Company, & corporation, has

petitioned the Reilroad Commiesion for en order suthorising the

.abendonment and removel of trecks on Sunset Boulevard from Gsrdnexr
Junction, which is the intersection of Sunset Boulevard and Gard- .
ner Street, thenoe westerly to the end of the line at & terminue |
at the intersection of Sunset Bouleverd snd Laurel Canyon Road,
81l in the City of Los Angeles snd a8 mors pertiounlarly shown in
purple color on a2 bdlue-print map, marked "C.Z.E. 8306."’ filed
herein as a portion of the application. - _

~ A public hearing on ﬂ;:{a application was conducted
at Los Spgeles on lMarch 5, 1925, at vlb:ioh time the matter wos duly
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gsabdbmitted and it ia now rea%y for decision.

' App:uoan{ elleges that the reason for requesting
the nbandonment 18 that the business transscted over the line is
not sufficient to pay the cost of o;:era.tiqn and render a retura
on the inveatnent; also thet s bus service has been installed dy
the Log Angeles Motor Bus Company, said bus service portprming the
sorvice formerly rexndered by the rail line.

| Mr. O. A. Smith, Passenger Traffic Marager of appli-
cant company, testified that the line for which authority for

abandonment 18 herein sought is in poor physical condition, and
that it 1s sxticipated that the portion of Sunset Bouleverd in which
it is laid will shortly be :g.mp'rove& by & m&re modern type of paving -
the boulevard now being improved by an oil mascadam pavement. In
the event of impro%red paving being underteken & substantlal ex-
ponditure would be :;-aquirea. to rehabdilitate the line with s tyype
of construnction suitable for nodern paving.

Mr. Ca.ri Bush, representing the Hollywood Chamber
o.:f ¢omercc, directed attention to the desirability of arranging
for an assurence wheredy no farea would be increzsed beyond those
now applicable in gemeral to the Hollywool commmnity, and that
errergemonts ahould be mede whereby fares in the distriet hereto-
fore served by the line now proposed to be a.bandogecl should st all
times in the future remain on & §e.rity with other Hollywood dise
trict fares. The present service 18 now given by the Los Angeles
Motor Bus Company on the besis of o six cent local fare and & ten
cent fare to the down~town or business section .of Los Angeles: It
appeéra thet an application is now pending before the Board of
Public Utilitiea of the City of Los Angeles wherein the Los Angeles
Motor Bua Company has petitioned fox an inoresse in fare cn the




basis of a ten cent locsl foxe end a through fare of fifteen cents
to the btusiness district of Loe Angeles. The applicant herein has
also filed an afplica.tion with this Commission for 2 certifiocate
of public convenience and necessity to operzte a motor bus ser=-
vice from Gardner Junotion alorg Sunset Boulevard, Canyon Drive
and Wilshire Bonlevari to the intersection of San Vicente Boulevaxd,
such operation paralleling the rail line herein sought to be sban-
doned. The fares proposed by this epplisation for the establish-
mént of bus service would provide & locsl fare of six cents to.
Gerdner Junetion, from which -point the one way ;!are via the rail
line of applicant to Los Sugeles is ten cents, & total of ‘sixteen

gents.

The reil service on the line herein sought to be. -

abendoped was suspended by spplicant in accordence with smthority
contained in this Commission's Decision No. 13235 on Applioatton'~ -
No. 9753, decided March &, 1924. The Opinion preceding the Order
in the ghove mentionedlbeciaiori re_:citeé the Zacts presented to the
Commission- in support of the application and the following ate ex-

tracts therefrom:

"Mhe portion of the line over which service is pro-

posed to be suspended i +9 miles in length. ' Motor

dus service paralleling the rail servise is given om

Sunset Boulevard by the Los Angeles Motor Bus Company
~ to the end of the line and appliscant hes been re-

quested by the Board of Dublic Utilltles of the City
of Los ingeles to discontinue the operation of the
rall service. The present achedule of service on the
reil line between Gaxrdner Junction and the end of the
Taurel Canyon line is & fifteen minute besdway with
s seven and one-hzlf minute headway during the moming
and evening peak hours. The bus service operated by -
the Los Angeles Motoxr Bus Company is .operated on 2

ton minute headwsy and with s Zive minute headway
during the morning end evening hours.™




I'r. wes shown thet the average number of passengers

por trip in each direotion smounted to btut 32, same being the re-
salt of o troffic check mede during & 16 day poriod erding.Jenuaxy

7, 1924, . | S .

"It is spperent that the limited patronage of the
redll line does rot Justify .its continusnce when &
duplicetion of sexrvice is rendered by = bdus line
over the same route end on a more Lrequent achedule
‘both at rush hours and taroughout the dalance of
the day. The fare or.the bus line is &ix cents
fron the end ¢f the line to =and insluding the’
Hollywood District and ten cents to the down-town
district of Los Angeles. Through service is also
available without change on the bus line 28 against
the crenge of csxrs required at Gardnexr Junction by
the uee of tb.e ra.il line. )

”There wag no protest to the g;rmting of the applica=
tion, it appearing that the representatives of the
community gerved are in favor of the subatituted dus
service in that through sexrvice to the business pore
tion of Los Lngeles iz thereby avalleble and that
with -the frequency of sexvice scheduled dy.the bdus
line the through service will be more attractive

than the formexr through rall service. which was dis- .
continued some years ago. The cancellation of the
achool fares and commutation rates will not de .
objecvionable s the bus line will trensport ohild.ren
to the.Eollywood Eigh and Ie Conte Junior High Schools:
in a more satisfactory mamnexr, the route of the dus
line 'being nearer to snoh schools thap that of the.
rell lines™

. Cereful consideration has been given to the position
of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce in its desire for a retention
of a fare baéis co.mparable with other portions of the Eoiljwood. dis-
triect and particule.rly a8 regards fares to ancl :trom .the Los Angeloa
dom-town Or business d.iatrict. I have conai&emd tho a:ltuat.ton
a8 presented in the inata.nt applioation for aban&onment aB well as
- that shown in the previcus spplication for mapenaion of Bervice.

It is obv:‘l.ous that service by tho rad.l line oa.rmot be rondcrod ‘when

competition by a pe.rallel tus aystem reduced "the patronage to a:n

~ average of but 3.2 passengers per single tr:!.p. There 18 presented
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also in this proceeding the situation a8 regards the probabdility

02 paving being required on Sunset Boulevard of a type supertor
to the present oiled meesdam. It is reasonabdle to assume that
such paving program, if infitisted, will require & modern type o:é
construction which will necessitete s complete rehsbilitation of
the treck with a different type of rail_l'a.ndI exf‘enaive pernenent
constraction. There 18'no evidence peforo" the Commission which
would indicate thet the patronsge to be sccorded the epplicant,
were the previous order to be rescinded and the spplicaiit required
to rés'tore the. rail mervice, would meet ;he' operating. oxpg_nsgé
irrespective of the 1tems '6f‘depre‘c'iation and taxes, together with
a8 reasonabdle’ rotum on & mrther capital :I.nvestmont whioh would be
required if tha tre.ok were o be rehabilitated in accordanoe with
the requirements neceaaitated. 'by a. paving program. The matter of
inoreased fores on the bus line oPerated by the Ioé .Ange—loa Motor
Bus Company is not one that can bo dotermined‘. by the commisaion in
this proceedings moreover, the ma.tter o:r :Ea.res on the propoaod bus
line for which the Pa.ci:fic Electric Bailway Company has - ‘filed an
application for a cer’t_iﬂca.t_e is not a metter toO .be“ detemined
herein, but w:LlJ: be determined dy tpe Commission lin its oo'nsidora-,
tion of ssfd spplication. It is, however, in evidgz;de 'tha.tl th§
public has prefemd. tre ‘ous servioe to tkhe x2il seévice whioh was
:rormeny mmished- that patronage was with&rawn from the rail line
to such extent tha.‘c an‘th.ori‘ty was a,pplied Io:r o disoontime such
ra.il service; that the Board of Zublic Utilit:!.es of the City of J}os
A.ngeles requested the a.pplicant to discon'c:!.nne its rail service on
Sunset Bonlevard to the terminus of the line for the reasom that
&nplicato service was being rendered by the Los Angeles Yotor Bus
COmpany, that thereafter ‘epplication was ma.d.e to this CommiBsion
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for suspension of cer service and was granted after public hearing
by Decision No. 13235 ox Application No. 9753 (lecided ﬁaroh.4,1924).
4 - In view of the above recor&, I am of the o,p;.niox_z: and
hereby ind as a fact that the contizued meintenance of the tracks
herein sought to be abendoned is not justified, and I recommend the
following form of Order: ’ '

""ORDER

& peblic hearing heving been held in the sbove ‘extitled
proceeding, the matter heving been duly submitted and the Commission
now being fully advised, =and basing.its Oxdexr on the finding of fact
as appearing in tae Opinion which precedesa this Order,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that spplicsat, Pecifie Eleetric
Toilway Companj', 8 corporation, be and the same ho.reby‘i'a euthorized
to sbendon and remove its tracks on Sunset Boulevard from Gaxrdner
Junction to the end of the line st the intersection of Sunset
:é»ou.levarc‘-. and Laurel Canyon Road, all in the City of Los ingeles,
end over a route more particulerly descridved es follows: _

A single track commencing 2t the switch point

Just east of the intersection of Gerduer Jtreet and
Sunset Boulevard; thence westerly along Sunset Boule-
vard to end of track at Ipurel Canyon Roead;

Aleo, that-certain siding oommencing at a point
in sbhovemontioned single track on Sunset Bouleverd,
1540 feet, more or less, westerly from above mentioned
switch point; thence westorly along Sunset Boulevard,.

348 feet, more or less, to a point in abovementioned
- 8ingle track. ‘

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby epproved end
oxdered filed ss the Opinion and Order of the Reilroed Commission of

the State of Californis.

e

Dated ot San Francisco, Celiformis, this
doy of lMaxel, 1925, '




