Decision Now (427226 |

BIFORE TES BATLROLD COMITSSION OF TES SO TATZ OF CALIFORNIL

In the Metter o‘ an Investigation on )

the Commission’s own motion of tke ) ‘
reasonableness.of the rates, sexvice,) CASE NO. 2040.
rules, regulations snd practices of )

the NO?IEW“S”??N 2ACIFIC RAILROAD )

COMPAYY. )

St&nley Moore, for the Northwestexrnm Pecific
Railrosd’ Conpany.

Seth Ifamm and S. A. Everstine, fox Sex.
Francisco Chamber of commerca.

Walter E. Negle, for Sausslito Chember of
Coxmerce.

SHORE and SEAVEY, Commissioners:

CPIXNXTOX

Teis is primerily an investigation into the service
rendered snd the ressonsbleness of the rctes charged for the trans-
portation of automobiles; trucks and other vehicles.

A pudblic hearing wes held in this proceeding on
October 29, 1924, in San Francisco.

The Northwestern Pecific Rellroad COmpaﬁy~operatos,
in comnection with its reilrocd, & Jerry system beitween Ssusalito
and San Frencisco, ond Seusalito ond Tiburon. It O™z its wharves
end termimsl fecilities st Scusslito sod Tiburon snd lesses 1ts
San Prancisce terminal from the State Herbor Cormission. Five
bosts are used iz the ‘service, the fifth being a small boat operst-
ing bvetweer Scusclito and Riburon. Te ‘distance from the Ssuselito




termingl to the Sen Fremeisco terminal at the foot of limrket
Street is approximately str and one-half miles.

The 2irst boat leaves Sen Fre.ncisco at 6 45 8el,
and Saus#lito ot 6:00 s.ne Ln hourly sexrvice is given, the last

voet leaving Sem Francisco ot 1:00 s.r., end Sausalito et 12:20 e.m.

The ferry service of the N&:thwestern Pacific Company
‘is primerily e pessenger service. Prior o the odvent of the
Golden Geote Ferxy Company into the euto ferry business, the local
suto traffic nas bandled by the Worthwestern Pucifio Coxpany's
ferry. Subseauent to tret time this Company aus oarried & vory
limited number‘of automobiles.’ In the meentime tne.auto traffic
hes irecrecased to such on extent that congestion occu?s at the
Golden Gate Ferry during the pesk treffic deys of the' summex.

At these timez the Forthwestern: Dgeific runs an awxclliary sex-
vice to teke care of scme of this heavy traffic. The grogter
portion of this Compeny's reverme from vehiculer treffic is.
earned at these times. ‘The COmpény estimates that en average of
only three sutomobiles per boet tre carried.

Mo valuation wes prepared in this cese. 'The Com--
mission's Departhent'oflxinance and Accounts reported that.no
definite segregetion of revenue and expense =t between vehicular
and pessenger transportetioz is msde in the Company's scccunts.
Consequently no setisfactory statement of gein or laég~9n its
vehicular tremeportetion cex be. made. The sccountant of the
Commicsion's Depertment of Fixence and Accountis broadly'estimates
that the company lost between $5,103.68 and $16, 073.33 during 1923
in the tremsportetion of autoxmobiles. This estzmate is suppoxted
by the cOﬁpa:y?s.tespimony; although no deteiled statexent of -
profit exd loss was subgitted-by it.”




W, ]?almer ‘Prosident and General Mnnsger of ‘the
’Qomhwestem °ac1ﬁc Reilrosd Company, stated thet the Company
would suffer s loss during 1924 on its emtire’ buainess including
a proportionate loss on its ferry service. ‘

| It s.ppea.rs, however, that without in any way en-

c&:oaching; upon 1ts tra.nspbrtatioﬁ of pa.ssemgers'_an& genersl
:freight, this Company is able to maice provision for the trons-
portation of aultomobiloe. weich Ur. Pelmer ratémd.' 1o a3 & merely
incidentel Susiness, and thet considersble revemme is actuslly de-
rived from such ﬁz?ane:portation not only of automobiles but slso
of passengers carried therein. ) h

. ’ | This revenue. ...ccord.:x.ngly. mey be cons::.d.e:r:ei £8 sub-
ste.nt..ally in.excess of eny edditionel expense incurred thero-
from. The revemue derived in 1923 from vericular tmaportation,
exclusive of reverue from ue.ssensers oarried. in vehicles a.mountea.
to $64, 674.63.
) | If the Compeny is %o retein this revenue, the retes
éharged. mst be doz;:'parable with those charged by othexr ferry %om-

penies, es;_:ecially wite those of the Golden Gate Forxy COmpa.n&,

its im:ned.i_te competitor.

ﬂ!here is now pend:z.ng before this COmmission & pro—
ceeding sinmiler to this, in whick tke mtes of the G-old.en Gate
'Ferry Compa.ny are und.er inve tigz'.tion. If eny roduc‘cion is me.de
in 'the mte=‘ ch,.rged by the lat ter company, it is proba'ble th.at :
the Nortb.westem I’acific '-’...ilroac:. Comna.ny will &osire to volun

te.rily reduce its ferry rates for.s.utomobile tra.naportation

eccordingly.

After careful investiga.tion of all tho evidenoe in

this oase, 1t 18 our ¢onclusion that 1o reduction in. rates shounld

cn B




be ordered by this Commission st this time, end thet this pro-
ceeding should Ye dismissed.
The following form of Ordér is recommended:

0RDER

A public hearing having beer held in the above en-
titled proceeding, the Commission being epprised of the facts,.
the matter being.urder submissior zand ready for deoision,.

IT IS ZEREBY OFDERED that the above entitled proceed—
ing be, snd.the seme hereby is dismissed. ‘

The foregoing Opixfon end Oxrder are hereby approved
and ordered filed os- the Opinfon ond Order of the Reilroad Commis-
slon of the State of Ca.lifomia..

. Deted at Ssn Premcisco, Coliformia, this ,/‘“<5

doy of /o/é-—u:é, » 1925,

< 25:7? =
QM\

Comfissioners. “r




