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OPINION' 

Th1s 1s prime.:ril:v- an investigation into :the service­

'nndered a.:c.d the reesonableness of the rc.tes chnrged for the trans­

portation of automobiles, trucks and other veh1cles. 

A. public hearing was held ill th1s proceeding on 

October 29, 1924, in San Francisco. 

ZAe Northwester.n Pa.cific Rci1road COmp&n1'opernt&s. 

·in connection ,;i til its railroad, a '!:erry system between Sausal1 to 

and San Fre.ncisco, ~d. Seuse.11 to end. Tiburon. It ow:!:: 1 ts wharo"es 

~d terminal fc.eill ties a.t Sz::.usa.li to ana Tiburon and. laaces 1 ts 

San ~rancisco terminal from the State Harbor CocmisSion. Five 

boats are usea ~ the "se"rvice. the fifth being a small boat operat­

ing 'between Sc:a.s~lito and Tiburon. Zo,e "distance 'frol:l the Sausa.lito 
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te~nal 't~ the S~ P~cisco terminal at the toot of ~et 

Street is a:p:proXims~elY six and. one-hoJ.£' miles'. 

The first boat lenves &m Francisco at 6:45 s..m.. 

an~ Sausa11to nt 6:00 ~m. An hourly servic~ is given. the last 

boe.t le~ving Sen Francisco at 1:00 a...:m. ~ end. Se.uaa.l1to at lZ:20 e..m. 

,T'.c.e ferry serVice ot the NortJlwestem Pacific COJ;llp:1JlY 

is prirta.r.i.ly s passenger service. Prior to the a.dvent ot the 

Goldan Get& Ferry Company into the auto ferry business. ~e local 

~uto tr~~tic waz han~led by the Northwester.n Pec1f1o Company's 
'. . . , 

fe:'r,r. Subsequent to that time this Company ~ oarrted. a. vsr;; 
1/ ~ ... 

limited. number of automobiles. In the meentime the .auto traffic 

has 1ncreese~ to such an extent that congestion oc~ at the 

Gold.en Gate Ferry d.uring the peak traffic dsys 0 f the· swmner. 

At these timee the l!orthwestenl ':Pf!C1:fic runs an a.UXiliary ,ser­

vice to te.ke csre ot scme of this heav:v traffic. 1;o.e g:re~t?r 

portion of this Coopeny's revenue from vehiaul:lr tre!fic is. 

earned at these times. The Company esti~tes that ~ average of 

only three automobiles perboe.t '~re carried. 

No valuation waS prepared. in this case. 'The 'Com-· 

cission's De:pe.~ment' ofF1nsnce and Aocounts reported thct no 
. 

d..efini te segrege.tion of revenue and. e.xpense e.s between veh1cultlr 

ana passenger t:ransportet1o~ is csde in the Com~anyls aee·~ts. 
A. 

Consequently no se.t1staetory' stste:nent of gain or los~ ,~n its . 

vehiculo.r tra.n~port'at1on cen be. mscle.. The e.ccountant',of the 

Commission's Depe.rtment of Fi""lf'Dee and. A,ceounts broe.d.ly' estime.tes 

that the CO~p8.ny los.t between $5,103.68 e:c:d. $l6,q73.SS durl.:cg 1923 

in the tr8.nsport~tion of' a.utomobiles. Zo.is estimete' is sUpported 

by the Compe.ny:"s. tes.timoDY, a.lthough no dete.ile-d. stat-ement of .. 
~ 

profit ~d. loss'wns submitted.' by it.; . . 

a. 



'Mr. Pnlmer., Pro31dent u:c.d General !Jtl.riager 0'£ 'the 

Northwestern ?e.cific Eailros.d. CompaIlY. sta.ted thet th& Company 

would suffer s: 105& during 1924 on its entire' business. 1noludiIlg 

a proportionate loes' on its '!e,rry sGrvice. '. 

" It appesrs" however" thS. t . 'wi thout in ~ 'way en­

ero:;:.cJ::.1ng upon'i ts transporte:tion of passengers 'and genera.l 

freight. this Company is able to :nakeproVision' for the tron~ 

porta.tion o:! c.utolllob1les. which 1::r. PsJ.!!I.or re:rerred ,to "tl.8 a :nerelY' 

1nei'dental "6usiness, w.d thst cons1dersble revenue: is. ac"t'tul.lly de­

rived from such traneporte::10n. not oIiJ.y 0-[ automobiles but also 

o:r p8.ssengers carried therein. 
'. . 

Tll1s revenue" c.ceordingly" :JJ!:;.y be considered. as sub-
. . '" .. '. .. . • 

stcnt::'a.lly' in· axe-eSS of e:rJ.y e.ddi tioxw.l oxpense ineur:red. there-
" .. ' to 4 " \ 

from. The revenue cleriveQ. 1:l 1923 from veh1eul.a.r t~rtat10n, 
• .... {p 

exclus1 va of revenue :from pe.ssenge %'S • o&rried in vehicles. ~a.moun wd 
~," , . 

to ~.674.63. 

If the Compe.:c.y' is to r'ets1n this revenue, the ra.tes 
" " 

charged mnzt be co~rable with those ~ged by other ferr.y oom-
... 

pemes, ,especially w.L'tb. those of' th& Golden Gate Ferry Company. 

its i~e~ate competitor. 

!!!here is now pendiDg be.:fore. thiS COmmission a. pro­

ceeding s.imilar to this. in w:b1c:i:. the :rates o~ the Golden . Gate' 
, 

Ferr,y Company are under investiget1on. If any reduotion is made 
- " . 

in the %at~s "aherged br the latter eompanr. it is pro~eble that 
. \~ . 

the Northwestern Pa.cific Ea.1lroscl Company will deSire to volllll­

tari~ reduce"its ~err.1 retes ~or,automob11e t~eport~t1on 

Af:ter ca.ref'a.l iIlveat1ga. t10n 'o:! all the eVidenoe· ill 

this Ottse. 1 t is our oonclud.OIl thn t no ,:reduotion in rote8 should. 
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" 

be ord.ered. b;r this Comm1ssi"on at this time. and that this pro-

ceeding should ~e' d1~ss&~ 

'l!b.e :foj.lowing' form o~ 'Oner is recoIlltlendocl-: 

ORDEIi 

A. public hearing hs:v1ngbeen held in the aboTe 8n­

ti tl'ed proceeding. the Commission bei:og e.!)prised of the fact8~ ... 

the mitter being.n:c.d.er submissio::c. end read;r for deoision,. 

I'l' IS ~y OED~ that the above entitledprOCMd-

i'llg be, and.. the seme he.reby '1s d.1sr:nssed.. 

~e foregoing Opinion ~d oraer are hereby'approved 

and ort:.cred filed· e.s: the Opinion ond· Order of' the Ee.ilroaa. Commie­

si'on ot 'the State of California. 

Dated at San Francisco •. Cc.liforma. this 

dz.y of ~ • 19250 

.. -s:.~ .~o '" 
. 
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