Decision No. JL/—’)é.S.

BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORKIA.

In the Mattexr 0f the Application o tae
CITY OF GLENDALE, & municipal corpora-
tion, for permission to install a grade
orossing over the tracks of the Pacifioc
Electric Railway Company at Palmer
Avenuo.

Application No. 10736,

i N o Mg M e N ¥ N

Ray L. liorrow, City Attorney, for Applicant.

Frank Xarr, for Pacific Electric Railway Company.

John R. Berrymen, Jr., for Ios Angeles County
Grade Crossing Committee.

SHORE, COLLIISSIONER:
OPIXNIOX

In the above entitled application the City of Glendale
seeks permission to construct Palmer Avexue at gré&e across
Pacific Electric Railway Company's tracke adjacent to Brand
BDoulevard, in the City of Glerndale, Los Angeles Coumnty, (alif-
ornis. .
A public hearing was held in this matter in Glendale,
March 3, 1925, | o

Palnmer Avenue, an east and west street of Glendale,
situated in the soutaern portion of the city..extends from San Fer-
nsndo Roed to0 Sycsmore Canyon Rosd, s distance of about 7,000 feet.
To the west of the proposed crossing Palmer Averue is nmow 50 feet
in width witk a 30-foot driveway, while to the east it 1is 60 feet
in width, with a 40-foot driveway. At present this highway is

iwproved with an oil macadam pavement, snd carries only a moderate

amount of traffic, the greater portion of which is local. The

evidence shows that this is the most southerly street in the City
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of Glendale which extends from San Pexnando Road té Sycamore
Canyon Road, and that the city proposes to pave the street
thxoughout its entire length, irn the near future, with &
40-fo0t driveway, and make of it a major highway between San
Fernando Road and Sycamore Canyon Road.

The proposed c¢rossing is over Pacific Electric Rail-
way Compsany's go-called "Glendale-Burbank™ line, operated on a
40=£00t private right—oféwayy located between two portions of
Brand Boulevard, each of which are forty feet wide. Brand Boul~
oevard is the principal north and south business street of the
City of Glendale, and is & continuation of what is known &8s Glen-
dale Boulevard. in the City of Los Angeles and is ome of the prin-
cipal highways between these two cities. At Palmer Avernus both
portions of Brand Boulevard are paved with a 27-=foot roadway and

carry a large volume of vehicular traffic. At presemt the traffic

which enters Brand Boulevard from Palmer Avenue, with the object of

traveling in & direction counter to the normal flow of traffic on

oither of the two roadways of Branid Bounlevard, is either put to the
dissdvantage of traveling out of its way to the next crossing, or
olse 1t must travel against the normal flow of traffic to the next
erossing over the railroad. This dissdvantage, ﬁowover. ocours at
all the other cross streets which are not constructed across the
rallroad at Brand Boulevard. The smount of the public inconven=
ience at such street intersections is dependent principally upon
the volume of traffic on the two portions of Brand Boulevard and
upon the distance to the nearest crossings. The pubdblic incon-
venience experienced at Palmer Avenue does not appear 10 exceed to
any extent that at s number of other streets which do not oross

the railroad.




Pacific Electric Railway Company’s so-called "Glendale-
Buxbank™ line., iz a double~track interurdan railrosd over which
there are 145 passenger and 14 freight and express trains normally
operated per day. These trains travel at fairly high rates of
speed in the vicinity of Palmer Avemue. The view from Palmer
Avenue of the'track adjacent to the proposed ¢rossing is obstruct-
ed by buildings and trees on both sides of Brand Boulevard. The
nearest public grade crossings over this railroad to the one Pro=
rosed herein are to the north at Paxrk Avenﬁe. & distance of adbout |
450 feet, and to the south at Cypress Avemme, & distance of about
880 feet.

Pacific Electric Railway Company presented an estimate
which showed the cost of constructing s éo-foot crossing at Pale
mer Avenue to be $2;6€0.; this total includes the cost of an auto-
matic flagman. This estimate was not contested amd no other
estimates were introduced.

After dme consideration of all the evidence in this case,
it sppears that the accommodation afforded dy the propoged cross-
ing to the traffic on Pelmer Averme at this time would not im it-
Belf present sufficient public convenience znd necessity to justi-
fy the granting of this application. EHowever, if and when Palmer
Avenue is paved with a 40-f00t drivewsy between Sen Fernando Roed
and Sycamore Canyon Road, thus meking it a relatively important
connecting hignway, public convenience anmd necessity will at that
time require that & pudblic croseing be established over the Pacific

Electric Railway Company’s tracks, as proposed herein. If, on the

Other hand, this improvement is not carried out, this application
should be denied.




The following form of Oxder is recommended:

The City Council of Glendale having filed the above
entitled application with the Railrosd Commission, for permission
to construct Ralxmer Avemne at Grade across Pacific Electric Rall-
way Company's tracks sdjacent to Brand Boulevard, within the said

¢ity, a public hearing having been held, the Commission being

apprized of the facts, the matter having deen duly submitted and
now being ready for decision,

IT IS EEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that if and when Palmer
Avenne is paved with a roadway not less than 40 feet in width
between San Fermando Road and Sycamore Canyon Road, public con=-
venlience and necessity will require that & crossing be established
over Pacific Electric Railway Company’s tracks at Palmer Avenue,
and not otherwisej; therefore,

IT IS HEREBY OFDERED that permission and authority de
and toey are hereby granted to the City Council of the City of

Glendsle, Los Angeles County, California, to comstruct Palmer
Avenue st grade across the tracks of Pacific Electric Railway
Conmpany adjacent to Brand Boulevard, as shown in Exhidbits A and
B attached to the application, said crossing %o be constructed
gubject 10 the following conditions, namely:

l. The authority hereix granted shall be effective
only upon the paving of Palmer Avenme with & rosdway not less than
40 feet in width toroughout its entire length, detween San Fernando
Road snd Sycamore Canyon Rosde

2. The entire expense of constructing the crossing
shall be borme by epplicant. The cost of its maintenance up to

lines two (2) feet outside of the outside reils shall be boxne by




ayplicant. The maintenance of that portion 0f the crossing

between lines two (2) feet outside o tae outside reils shall
be borme by Pacific Electric Railway Company. ;o

3. The crossing shall be constructed of a width not
less than forty (40) feet and at an angle of nimety (90) degrees
t¢ the railroad and with grades of approach not greater than
four (4) per cent; shall be protected by suitable crossing signs
and shall in every way be made safe for the passage thereom of
vehicley and othexr road traffic.

4. An automatic flagman shall be insgtalled for the
protection of said crossing at the sole expense of applicant,
said automatic flagman to be of a type and installed in accorde
ance with vlans or data approved by the Commission. The mainte-
nguce of said flagman shell be borme by Racific Zlectric Rallway
Compeny.

5. Applicsnt shall, within thirty (30) days there-
after notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of
the installation of said croszsing.

6 If saild croscing shall not heve been installed
within one year'from the date of tkis order, the sutnorization
nerein granted shall then lapse and become void, unless further
time is granted by subsequent order.

7e The Commicssion reserves the right to maxe such
further orders relative to the location, construction, operstion,
maintenance and provtection of =ald crossing a8 %o it mey seem
right and yroper, snd to revoke its permission if, in its judg-
ment, the public convenience and nececssity demand such action.

The above opiniorn and oxrder are tereby approved and

ordered filed as the opirnion and order of the Ralilrosd Commission
of the State of Celifornia.
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For all other purposes, the effective date of this

order shall be twenty(20) days from and after the date rereof.

Dated at Sar Francisco, California, this /0 75

day of April, 1925.

rcommigelioners




