
Deoision No. 14-16.3. 

:BEFO:?E THE RAIlEO.ti.D COMMISSION OF THE STll.TE OF CALIFORlIIA. 

) 
) 
) 

In the Matter of the Application ot the 
CITY OF GLENDALE, a. munic1ps.l corpora.­
tion, for pe~ssion to install a. grade 
orossing Over the tra.cks of the Pacifio 
Electric Railway Company a.t Pa~er 
Ave::l'lle. 

} App11c~t1on No. 10736. 
) 
} , 
J 

----------------------------------) 
Ra,. L. Morrow, Cit,- Attorney? for Appl1ce.nt. 
~ra.nk Zarr, :for Pa.ei:fic Eleotric Railway Company. 
John R. Berr:;:ne.n, Jr.; for :Los Angeles County' 

Grade Crossing Committee. 

SHOP.E, CO!:5tISSIONER: 

OPINION --- .... _--

In the above entitled application the City of Glendale 

seeks per.n1ssion to const'%'Uct Pal::ner A-venue at grade across 

iaCi:f1c Electric Railway Co~snyts tracks adjacent to ~raDd 

BoUlevard, in the City of Glendale, Los Angeles CO'l2Jlt;r, Ca11£-

onl.is.. 
• 

A :public hearing was held :1n this matter in Glendale, 

March 3, 1925. 

Palmer Avenue, an east and west street of Glendale; 

81 tuated in the southern portion of the city, extends trom San Fer­

nando Road to Sycamore Canyon Road, a distance of about 7;000 feet. 

To the west of the proposed .cross1ng ~lmer Avenue is now 50 feet 

1u width w1t~ a 3O-foot drivewa7. while to the east it is 60 feet 

iu width. with a 40-foot drivewa.:9'. At present this highwa.y is 

improved with an oil macadam pavement, and carries only a. mod&J:'ate 

amount of traffic, the greater portion of which is 100801. The 

evidenoe Shows that this is the most 80QtherlY street in the Cit,. 
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of Glendale whioh e~ends from San Fernando Road to Syo6more 

Canyon Road. and that the city proposes to pave the street 

thxoughout its entire length, ill the near future, with a 

40-foot driveway, and make of it a. major highway between San 

Fernando Road and Syoamore Canyon ~oad. 

The proposed orossing is over Pacifio Electrio Ra1l­

war Comp~'s so-called wGlendale-Burbankw line, opera.ted on a 

40-foot private right-oi-way, looated between two portions of 

Brand Boulevard, eaoh of whioh a.re fo~ feet wide. Brand Boul­

evard is the principal north and south bUSineSS street of the 

Ci ty of Glenda.le, and is a continuation of what is known. as Glen­

da.le Bo~eva.rd. in the 01 ty of Los Angeles a:c.d is one of the prin­

oipal h1ghwsys between these two cities. At Palmer Avenue both 

portions of Brand Boulevard are paved with a 27-foot roadway and 

carr,y a large volume of vehicular traffic. At present the traf~ic 

which enters Brand Boulevard from Palmer Avenue; with the objeot of .. 
traveling tn a direotion OQunter to the normal flow of traffio on 

&ithe~ o£ the two roadways of ~rand Boulevara, is either ~ut to the 

d.iBadve.nte.ge of traveling out of ita w&.y to the next crossing, or 

else it must travel against the nor.ma2 ~low o~ traf~1c to the next . 
crossing. over the railroe.d.. This disadvs.nta.ge, however. ocours at 

all the other cross streets which are not construoted across the 

railroad at Brand Boulevard. The amount of the public inconven­

ienoe at such street intersections is d.ependent prinoipally upon 

the volume of tra:f£i0 on the two portions of Brand Boulevard and 

upon the. distance to the nearest crossings. The public tncon­

ven1enoe experienoed at Palmer Avenue does not appear to exceed to 

any extent that at a number of other' streets which do not oross 

the railroad. 
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Pacifio Eleotrio :Rai.lway CompSllY' , s so-oalled "Glendale­

Burb&nk" line. 18 8. double-tra.ck interurban. ra1lro84. over 'Whioh 

there are 145 passenger and 14 freight and express tratns normally 

operated per day. These tra.ins travel at fairly' high rates of 

speed 1n the' vioini ty of Palmer Avenue. The view from Palmer 

Avenue of the tra.ok adjacent to the proposed crossing is obstruot­

ed b;V buildings and trees on both Sides of Brand. Bouleva.rd. The 

nearest publio grade orossings over this railroad to the one pro­

posed herein are to the north at Park Avenue, & distance ot about 

450 feet, and to the south at Cypress Ave~ •• a distance of about 

880 feet. 

Pacifio Electric Railway Company presented an estimate 

which showed the oost of oonstructtng 3 60-foot orossing at ~_ 

mer Avenue to be $2 ;660.; this total inolUdes the coat of an auto­

matio flagman. This estimate was not contested and no other 

estimates were introduoed. 

Atter due oo~sideration of all the evidenoe tn thie case. 

1t appears that the aooommOdation afforded by the proposed cross­

ing to the trat't1c on Pslmer Avenue at this time would not 1n it­

selt present sufficient public convenience and neoessity to justi­

fy the granting of this applioation. However, if and when Palmer 

Avenue is paved with a 40-foot driveway between San Fernand.o Road 

and Syoamore Ce..nyon Road, thus making 1 t a relativeq important 

oonneoting highway; public oonvenienoe e.nd. neeess1ty will at that 

t~e require that a public crossing be established over the Pacific 

Electrio Railway COm:9~r8 tre.oks. as proposed herein.. If, on the 

other hand, this improvement is not oarried out. this application 

should be denied. 
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The following form of Order is recommeD4ed: 

ORDER -------

The City Council o~ Glendale having filed the above 

e~titled applioation with the Railroad Commission. for permission 

to oonstruct Pa.l:ner Avelm.e at Gre.d.e &croes Pactti0 Electrio Eail-

we:; Comp~ls tracks a.d.jacent to :Brs:c.d :Boulevard. within the said 

city, a public hearing having been hel~, th9 Commission being 

apprized of the facts, the matter ha.ving been duly submitted a.Dd 

now being ready for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that if and when ~er 

Avenue is paved with 8. roadway not less than 40 feet in width 

between San ~emSXI.do Road. and Syca.more CatlYon Road., public con-

venience and necessity will require that a cro8S~ be established 

over Pacitic Electric Railway Com~rs tracks at Palmer Avenue, 

and not otherw1seJ therefore. 

IT IS HEP.EBY ORDERED that permiSSion and s:a.thority be 

and ~Aey are hereby grsnted to the City Council of the C1t.1 of 

G-lenaa.le. toe Angeles County, California., to construct Palmer 

Avenue at grade across the ~racke of ~1f1c Electric Railway 
Col'llP~ adjacent to Bre.nd "BouJ.evard. as shown 1%1. Exb,j,b1 ts A a.ud 

E attached to the application, said orossing to be constructed 

subject to the following conditions, namelY: 
1. The authority here1%1. granted ehal1 be e~~ect1ve 

only upon the paving of Ps.J.::n.er Avenue w1th eo roadway not :Le8s the 

40 feet in Width thrcmghout its entire length, between San Fernando 

Road and Syoamore Canyon Rosd. 

2. The entire expense ot oonstructing the orossing 

shall be borne by applicant. The cost of its maintenance 'lP to 

lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be bor.ne by 
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applioant. The maintenance of that portion of the crossing 

between lines two (2) feet outside o~ the outside rails shall 

be borne by Pacific Electric Railway Oompany. 

3. The crossing shall be constructed of a width not 

leas than ferty (40) feet and at an angle of ninety (90) degrees 

to' the railread and with grades of approach net greater than 

feur (4) per cent; shall be protected by sUita.ble orossing signs 

and shall in every way be made se.:te fer the passage thereon of 

vehicle~ ~d other road traffio. 

4. An autematio :fla.gI:lSll shall be instalJe d fer the 

preteotion ef said orossing at the sole expense ef applicant, 

said auto:na.t1c flsgca.n to be of a tn>e and insts.lled in a.ccord-

ance with plans or data approved by the CommiSSion. The mainte-

nance of said fla~ Shall. be borne by ?acific Eleotric P~ilway 

Company. 

5. Applioant shall, within thirty (30) days there­

after netify this Cemmission, in writing, of the completion of 

the· installation ot said crossing. 

6. If said orossing shall not heve been installed 

within one year from the date of this order, the ~thorizat1on . 
herein granted. shall then lapse !lnd become void, unless further 

time is granted by subsequent order. 

7. The CommiSSion reserves the right to make ~ch 

further orders relative to the location, construotion, operation, 

maintenance an~ protection of ea1d croze1ng S2 to it may eeem 

right and proper. end to revoke its ~ermission if. in its judg­

ment, the public convenience and neoessity demand suoh action. 

The above opinion and order $re ~ereby approved and 

ord.ered. filed. a.s the opinion and. erder of the Railroad. Commission 

of the State ot Cali~ornia. 
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For all other purposes, the effective date o~ this 

order shall be twenty(20) days from and after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this I ~ 14...., 

day of April, 1925. 
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