Decision No./ ¢ 74@4.

REFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the metter of the application of
the CITY OF GLENDALE, & municipal

)

)

corporation, for permiasion to in- ) _

8tall & grade orossing over tracks g Application No. 10737,
)

of the Southern Pacific Railrocad
Company at Broadway.

Ray L. Morrow, City Attorney, fLor Applimtﬁ-

Frank Xarr, for Southern Pacific Company. s, .
John R. Berryman, Jr., for Los Angeles C .
Grode Crossing Committes. 04/

C. Gordon Whitnall, for Los Angeles City /
Plarning Commission. W
SHORE, COMMISSIORER: 4%

OCPIXIOX

Ip the above entitled appliocation, the City of Glendale
seeks permission to construoct Broadway at grade across Southern
Pacifie Company's mein line tracks through the City of Glendals,
Loe Angeles County, Californis.

A public hearing was held in this matter at Glendale on
Marck 3, 192b.

Broadway is an important east sxnd west street of the
City of Glendale, extending from San Fernando Roasd on the west to
Wilson Averme on the east, a distance of adout 2% miles. San
Pervendo Road, at the wastern termiuus of Broadwsy, is su import-
ant highwey artery running parallel to and on the easterly side
of the 100-foot xight of way of the Southsrn Pecifioc Compeny's
Los Angeles-San Francisco doudle track main line. Thers is also
s siding along the main line in tkis vicinity and the railroad
company plang to increase the number of tracks 0 & total of six,
of which four will be main line tracks and two will de dxrill traoks.
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The drill tracks will be outside the four main line tracks in order
that spur tracks may be easily run from them to0 Berve industries on
each 8ids of the right of way. The westerly line of this right-of-
way in the vieinity of the proposed arcasing marks the boundary
between the cities of Glendale and Los Angeles. Glendales is on the

santerly side of this line and therefore includes the rallrosd

property.
The proposed orossing, if constructed, will permit of ex-

tending Broadway to the west of San Fernando Road through that por-
tion of the City of Los Angeles between the railroad and the Los
Angeles River, a distance of sbout 2000 feet. The district betwsen
the railroad and the Los Angeles River in the vicinity of Broadway
is favorably situated for industrial development and is classed as
industrial property. At present, however, there are only a few
industries located on this property, although a number of othcrs
are desirous of locating there as soon as highways are construsted
through this property with access to San Fernando Road. The exist~
ing industries receive railroad service by spur connections from
Southern Pacific Company's main line and rhave private vehicular
orossings over the railroad. There are no public crossings over
the railrosd in the vicinity of the one proposed herein. The Rail<
road Company has recently constructed a system of spur tracks
through the undevelopsd portion of this industrial property to
afford service to prospective industries. The evidence showe thet
the property owners and the City of Los Angeles are planning a
systen 0of highways through the district detween the railroad amd
the river. It is contamplated to build & major highway along the
sasterly bank of the Los Angeles River, which willl collect and
distridbute traffic to the varicus east and west streets to bde con~-
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structed in the tract, end whick will in sddition relieve through

traffic conditions on San Fernendo Road.
L private farm crossing was established over the rallroad,

at the location referred to in this application, over thirty years
8g0, to Berve two ranches. The vehicular movement over this farm
orossing has materiglly incressed during the pagt two years, t0 ac-
commodate the traffic engaged in the development of the property
west of the railroadland to and from a construetion company's head-
quarters immediately west of the proposed crossing. An outfall

Sewer 1p now being constracted alomg the east bank of the river and
reterials for this work ere being hauled over this sc-ocalled private
crossing.

The recorda show that there are now 24 passanger train,

8 freight train apd sdditioral extra train movements normelly _
operated each day over the mein tracks and crossing involved herein.
Many of these trains travel at high rates of speed in the vieinity
of Broadway.

Although the record does not definitely indicste the volume
of highway traffic that may be expected to move over this erossing,
1t is clear taet this traffic will de primerily industrial in charag-
ter. This means thet 1t would prodadly be composed of a relatively
large proportioh of trucks and that most of this traffiec would move
between the hours of 7:00 A.X. and 6:00 P.E. The viéw at this oross-
ing is somewha; restricted and this feet, when conscidered with the
fact that it is immedietely sdjecent to an unusually heavy traveled
highway (San Pernando Boulevard), leads to the conclusion that this
crossing presents a more ther ugual hazard. To the extant that the
traffic moving over this crossing wonld c¢onsist of heavy trucke, the
hezard not only extends to the vehicular traffic, but also to the
railroad traffic, due to the lisbility of dersilment to a train in

Yhe event that a high speed bassenger train should c¢ollide with a
.3-_ D ReLes
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heavy truck.

It appears that\there is & public necessity for a crossing
over the railroad in the vicinity of the one proposed herein, to
e20ord accéss to the industrial property west of the railroad:; anmd
it further appears that one crossing, if located at a Iavorabic
place to meet public convenience, would satisfy the present pablic
needs.

The evidence shows that Colorade Boulevard, whish runs ap-
proxinately parallel to Broadway and is situated about 1200 feet

south thereof, is now a very important esst and west highway artery

through the City of Glendale, and extends east theraof through Esgle

Rock and Passdens. It sppears that the City of Los ingeles, in
accordance with the road program now under consideration, plans to
extend Colorado Boulevard west of the railrosd. This extension will

involve conatruoting a dridge over the river and continuing the road
to the west thereof to a conmection with. other important highways.

It has been indicated that the City of Glendale plans to file an
application with this Commissal on in the near future, in which per-
mission will de sought to construet Colorado Boulevard seross
Southern Pacific Company's tracks.

From the svidence it would appesar that the logical looa-
tion for & permanent public erossing over or under the railroad in
the vicinity of the orossing proposed herein is at Colorado Boulevard
and that, with such & crossing, ressorsbly adequate highway facili-
ties could be afforded the industrial area west of the railroad,
rrovided noxrth and south highways were constructed betweer the rail-
road and the river on eitker side of Colorado Boulevard. To meet
the present pudblic needs, Lowever, there appears 10 be a public nec-
e88ity for a orossing of the railroed at or near the locall on ap~
Plied for nerein to accommodate the local traffic, which now passes
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over the xailroad at this location, pending the time¢ & permanent

crossing is ingtalled to serve this distriot. With & public crose-~
ing at oxr nén.r Colorado Boulevard, the traffio now orossing the

rallroad at Broadwsy counld reasonsbly be expscted to use the Coloradoe
Boulevard orossing and the Brosdway orossing should then be abandoned
and effectively closed to traffice.

It may be that public convenience and necessity will re-
guire the conatruction of a crossing at Colorasdo Boulevard within
two years; therefore the proposed corossing at Brosdway, if construot-
e¢d, should be considered a temporafy crossing and éiould only be
allowed to remain wntil suck time a8 the public exvssing at or near
Colorsdo 3Boulevard is built. In the mesan time, public conrenience

and necessity appesr to‘justify the construction of such s temporary

crossing at Braadi;y; but it should not be authorized except under
conditions which will provide for adequate protection. 4As rss been

Pointed out, thie particular crossing combines a number of unusually
hazsrdous conditions, possidbly the most important of which is that
due to the proximity of San Fernando Bouleverd with its large volume
of reletively high speed vehicular traffic, & condition which tends
10 divert the attention of vehicle drivers, attempting to eaross the
railroad, from observing the approach of trains.

In view of these unusually hazardous sonditions, the lwast
protestion that should be provided should be the maintenance of a
uniformed traffic officer at the crossing between the hours of 7:00
A, and 6:00 2., daily, except Sundays, and tae installation of an
automatic flsgmar for the protection of the crossing during those
hours of relatively light traffic when the erossing would mot others
wise be protected. The cost of maintaining the uniformed traffic
officer should be divided equally between the applicant and the
railroad. |

The following form of Order is recommended:
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The City Council of Glendale heving filed the above en-
titled application with the Railrosd Commiscion for permission to
construct Broadway at grade scross Southerm Pacifioc Company's tracks
within the seid city, & public hearing having been held, the
Commigsion being apprized of the faets, the matter raving been duly
submitted and now being ready for decision,

IT IS EEREBY FOUXD A4S A FACT that pubdlic convenience snd
necessity require that a public orossing de constructed over or
under Southern Pecific Company's lines st or in the vioinity of the
orossing epplied for herein, and thet one crossing, if located at
& convenlent place, will meet the public needs for a highway con-
nection to the industrial property located betwsen the railroad and
the Los Angélca River, in the vicinity of Broadway, and that the
most logicel location for such & permsnent public crossing is at
or near Colorado Boulevard. In order o meet the existing local
needs, the crossing spplied for herein srhould be allowed, provided,
bhowever, it be asbandoned when & rermaxent public crossing is com-
structed at or near Colorado Boulevard waich, it is planned, will
be affected in not to exceed two Jears; therefora,

IT IS EEREBY ORDZRED that permission and authority be
and 1t 18 hereby granted to the City Counoil of the City of Glerdale
Los Angeles County, Califorpie, to construmot Broadway at grade

acroas the tracks of Southern Pacifie Company at the location shown
by the map marked Exhidit "A"™, attached to the application; said
cxossing to be comstructed subject to the following conditions,

(1) The entire expense of constructing the orossing skall
be borne by applicant. The cost of its maintenance wp to lines

two (2) feet ountside of the outside rails shall bde borne
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by applicent. The maintenance of that portion of the erossing bet~
ween lines two (2) feet outside of vhe outside rails shall de borne
by Soutaern Pacific Company.

(2) The orossing shall be constructed of & width not less
than twenty-Lour (24) feet and at an angle of about seventy (70)
degrees to the railrosd, and with grades of approach not greater
than five (§) per cent; shall be protected by suitable crossing
Bigns, and shall in every way be made safe for the passage thereon
0f vehicles and other road traffic.

(3) Said crossing shall be protected by a uniformed
traffic offider between the hours of 7:00 AJ. and 6:00 P.X. daily,
except Sundays. The cost of meintaining said uniformed traffio
officer shall be borme 50 percent by applicant and 50 percent by
Southern Pacific Company.

(4) An automatic flegman shall be installed for the pro-
tection of Béid eressing at the 30le expense of spplicarnt, said
ﬂ_.agman to be of & type cnd installed In agcordance with plans or
data approved dy the Railroad Commission. A4t ’chev ezpiﬂtion of the
euthorization of ssid croseing granted herein, Southern Pacifio
Company shall refund to applicant the calvage value of the materials
ealvaegeable when said orossing is abandoned. The ma.:u:rh‘ama.ns::e:-‘f di
sald flagmen skall be borme dy Soutkern Pacifiec Company.

(6) Applicent sbell, within thirty (30) dsys thereafter,
notify this Commiessioz, in writing, of the completion of the in=
Btalla'ti'on of said orossing.

(6) If seid erossing shall not have been instelled within

one year from the date of this order, the axthorization herein

grented shall then lapse and become void, unless further time is
granted by subsequent order. .
IT IS E=EREBY FURTHER ORDERED that if and when a publie
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orossing is comstructed over or under the said Southern FPacific
tracks at or near Coloradc Boulevard, which it is estimated will
be ¢ffected in not to exceed two years, the grade orossing herein
authorized at Broadway shall bde abandoned and effectively closed
to traffic. " |

17 IS EERESY FURTESR ORDERED that the Commission reserves
the rigcot to meke such further oxrders relative to the locatlion,
construoction, operation, maintenance and protection of said ocross-
ing &8 to it may seem right and proper, and to revoke ita permis-
sion 1£, in its Judgment, the public convenience and necessity
denand suck action.

The foregoing Opinion and Order are heredy approved and
ordered filed &8 the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission
of the State of Californis.

The effective date of this Order shall be twenty (20)

days from ard asfter the date hereof.
/
Deted at Ser Francisco, Califormia, this _ /0 \ day of
April, 192b.




