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:BEFOEE m WLROAD COMMISSIOl: OF !mE SU!E OF CALIFOmr.u. 

In the ma.tter ot the' app11eat1on of ) 
the Clfi OF GLElmAI.E. a municipal. ) 
corporation, for permission to in- ) Application Xo. lO~3~. 
stall a grade oro8Bing over tracks ) 
o~ the Southern Paoif10 Railroad ) 
Company at Broa4WQ'. ) 

Bq L. Ja:orro", 01't7 Attornel", :tor .iP:Pl1oan0.}~ 
hank Xarr, tor Southern Pao1fio CoJllP&ll1'~. 
John It. B.~. :Sr., tor Loa J:c.geJ.ea C ... ~. 

Grnde Crosa1ng Comm1 ttec • <,,~ 1;fl) 
C. Gordon Whitull. for Los J:ngelu C1t:v «P~ 

SHORE. COIBIISSIOllER: Plann1 ng COlIIIIIiBB1cm. ~ 
OPINIOJi' 
~ ~ .............. -~ 

In the above entitled appl1 cation, the C1't7 of Glendale 

Besks permission to oonstruct :Broad....,. at grade aO.roa8 Southern 

Paoifio Company's main line tracks through the City of Glendale, 

Los Anaelea Count;y, California. 

J.. public hear1.:cg was held 1n this matter at GleDlaJ.e OD. 

March S, 1925. 

koad'a'Q' 1a an important eaat and weat atnet of the 

C1 ty of Glendale, extena.!:cg trom San :rernando Road on the w. at to 

Wilson Avexm.e on the east, a distance of about 21' miles. San 

J'ernando Road, at the .... 8~rn to:rm.nua of Broadwq, 1a an 1mport~ 

ant b.1gl:L'1ra7 O%'tery rann1 ng panJ.lel. to and. on the eaaterl.7 Side 

of the lOO-toot right of way of the Soutber.n Pac1t1c CompaDJ'. 

Loa ~el •• -8an Franc1soo double track main lin.. !here 1a al80 

a a1diDg along the main line in tt1s Vicini't7 and tbe. raiJ.r0a4 

oomp~ plana to increase the number of tracks to a total of 8iX, 

of which four W1l1 be main line traoka and two will ~ clr1ll. traoks • 

. ..., .. -.-



~e 4.r111 track8 Will be outsid.e the four main line track. 1n o%'4er 

that spur traoka may be eas113 'run from tlwm "to S8m 1nduatr1 •• on 

each aide of the right of~. !l!he .... ter17 Une of this r1ghi~of'; 

11'&7 in the V1c1n1~ ot the proposed orcw:cg marks the botcl4&r7 

between the c1 Ues of Glendale and Los .lDgelea. Glen4aJ.e 18 on the 

easter]J Side ot this l1ne aDd therefore includes the railrOad 

propertr· 

!he proposed orosBillg. if construct.d. Will perm t of cx~ 

tend1:cg Broadway to the weet of San Fernando Road through that por­

tion of the 01't7 of LOB Angeles between the ra1lroad and the lio. 

Jllgele s River, a distanoe o:f about 2000 feet. !he diatriot between 

the railroad and the Loa A:cgeles RiTer 1n the V101ll1 ty of :Broad...,. 

is favorabl:y Bi tuated for industrial development and i8 claa .. 4 as 

industrial ;pro;pert:y •. At present. however, there are onl7 ate .. 

1ndustne. locat.d on this properv, although a number of othen 

are desirous of 10cat1Dg there aa Boon &8 highW&:Y8 are constructed 

throagh this property With acceS8 to San F.rn8ll4o :Rod. !he cx1.~ 

1ng 1lldtlStr1 •• reo.i .... railroad .erv1ce b~ 8;pttr ooxmeotiona from. 

Southern Paoif10 COm.Pa%I1'S me.1ll line aDd have pr.tnte vehicular 

orossings ovcr the railroad. !here are no public crossing. OTer 

the railroad in the Vicini ty of the one pro;poae4 herein. !he :Bail: 

road Company has recently constructed. a system of s»ur traoks 

through tbe 'Qlldeveloped l)ort1on of this industrial propert7 to 

afford service to prospeotive industries. !he avidence ahows tb&t 

the property' 01lJlers and the 01 ty of LOB ADgeles are planni:ng a 

system of high~ through the d1strict between th8 railroad all4 

the river. It.1s contemplated to build a ma30r highW81 along the 

e&st.r1;y bank ot the :r.oe Angeles X1ver. which 1£11 collect and 

diatribute va:tfic to the various east and •• at street. to 'b8 con~ 



atra.cted in the traat, and w.b.1ch Will in addition relieve through 

traffic conditions on San Fernando Road. 

A private fam. crossiXlg 'Was established over the railroad, 

at the location r~fene.d to in this application, over thirty years 

ago, to serve two re.n.ches. ~e v«h1c-alar movement over this farm. 

orossing has materially increased during the :pILst two years, to ac~ 

oommodate the traffic ellgaged in tlle development of the property 

west of the rs1lroad and to and from a construotion oompanr's head­

quarters 1mmedis:tely west of the ~roposed orossing •. An outfall 

sewer is now baiDS constructed. along the east bank of the river and 

mater1.aJ.a for this work are being haUled over this sCt-Qulad. ~r1.V8.ta 

~e reoorda show that there are now 24 pasaenger ~, 

28 freight train and additional extra train mOT~ment8 normally 

operated each day over the main traoks and cross1%1g 1nvol-red herein. 

:Mally of theae trains travel a.t high rates of s];>eed in the Vicini t,. 

of Broadway. 

Although the record does not defill1tely indioate tl» volume 

o~ highway tratf1c that may be expected to move over this cross1%lg, 

1 t is olear tMt this trafiic Will be pr1mu1l:y industrial in oharao~ 

tcr. ~8 means that 1 t would probably be composed of a relative17 

large proportion of truoks and that moat of 'this traffio would move 

between the hours of 7:00 A~. and 6:00 P.~. ~~ view at this oro88~ 

1ng i8 someWhat restricted 8lld this fact, Whflll consiclered With the 

fact that 1 t is immediately adj8.Qent to an lUluaue.lly heaT.Y' traveled. 

highway (81m Fernando :Boulevard), 1ea48 'to the oonolusion that thi8 

crOSSing presents a more thsn U2uaJ. hazard. !o the axtent that, the 

trdfic mOT1:cg over this crossing woUld consist o~ hflav,y 'truOk8, the 

ha:ard not o~extend8 to the vehio'tllar traffio, but alao to the 

railroad traffiC, due to the liab11i ty' of derailment to a tre.1n in 

the event that a high speed passenger train should oOllidc With a 
'=' f" ., 

~ ._...J\J .... ~ 



heav,y truck. 

It appears that there i8 a public necessity for 8. crossing 

over the railroad in tee Vicin1ty o~ the on. propos.d herein, to 

af:ford aooess to the industrial propert,' wast of tha %'8.11roa4; 8Dl 

it turther appears that one crossing, if located at a favorable 

place to meet pttblic convenience. would SU.t18ty the present public 

needs. 

!he evid..nce shows the. t Colorado :Boulevard, whioh rune ap..; 

proXimately parallel to ~oadway and 18 Situated about 1200 feet 

80uth thereof, i8 now a ver.,v important east and weat h1ghft.1 arter.r 

through the Ci ty of Glendale, and extends east there.o! through Eagle 

Rock and Pasadena. It appeara that the Oi ty of Los Angel.ea, in 

aocordance Wi. th the road program now under considera:t1on, plana to 

.x'tcnd Colorado Boulevard Weist of the r&11road.. 1'hia extension Will 

1nvolv. constructing 8. bridge over the riv.r and cont1nuing the road 

to the weat thereof to a connection Wi. tho other important highways. 

It has 'been indica:kd that the Ci't7 of Glendale plans to file an 

application with this C0mm18sl on ill the near futun, in wh1~ p4rr­

misSion will ~ sought to constru~t Colorado B¢ulevard acr088 

Southern Pae1tic CO~8.I11r s tracks. 

From. the endenoe it would a:p:p4&r that the logioal loca­

t10n for a permanent pu.blic croesiIlg onr or under the railroad 1%1 

the vicinity of the croSSing proposed herein 18 at Colorado J30uleTarcl 

end that, With. such a croB81Dg, r8uona'bly adequate. h1gh'ft1 :ta0111-

tie 8 could be ~torded the industrial area. west o:t the ra1lroad, 

prcvided ncrth and BCUth highways were conatrueted betw.en the %a11~ 

road and the river on either Side of Colorado BouleTard. ~o meet 

the present public. nee:ds. however, there appears to be a p·ubl1c nec";; 

e881 ty for a oroSS1Ilg of the rs.11roaci at or near tht loca1t on e:p..; 

pl1ed for herein to accommodate the local traffi~, Which now passes 



over the railroad at this location, ~nd1ng the time a permanent 

cross1Xlg 18 installed to hr'Ve this distriot. With a publi0 erOl!l8-

j.llg a.t or nea.r Co~orado :Soul..'VO.X'd~ the tr~:t'10 now oro881.Xlg the 

railroad at Broadway oould reaaonablr 'be e~eted. to use: the' Colorado 

:Boulevard ero asing t.Uld the Broadwa:.v orossiIlg should then be abandoned 

and e!feot1ve~ closed to traffic. 

It ~ be that public convenience and necesSity Will r.~ 

qUire the oonstruction of 8. cross1Dg at Colorado Boulevard Wi thin 

two years; tbarefore the ~r~osed orossing at Eroadway, 1f oonatruot~ 

ed, should be considered a te~orary cross1Dg and diould only be 

allowed to remeJ.n unt11 such. time &s the public cxoseing at or near 

Colorado Boulevard is bu11 t. In the mean time, :public oozrrun1enoe 
, 

and necessity appear to justify the construction of su~'& temporary 
..• ~. 

oroasing at :BlOadwq; but 1 t should: not be authorized except Ull4er 

oonditions which Will proVide for adequate ~rotaction. As has been 

pOinted out, thie ~articular crosBing oombines a number of 'lmUBuaJ.~ 

hazardous conditions, pOSSibly the most important of which is that 

due to the prox1m1 ty of San Fernand.o Boulevard ~i th 1 ts lug. volqw 

~f~~elative17 high ~esd v4h1cUlar traffiO, a: condition which tends 

to divert. th« attention of vehicle 4r1vera, attempting to 0%'088 the 

railroad, from observing the ap~ro8Ch of trains. 

In View of these unusually hazardous ¢oncli tiona, the la:aat 

:protection that should be prO'V1ded shoUld be the maintenanoe of a 

UDitormed traffio off1oer at the orossing between the hours of 7:00 

.A..1!. and 6.:00 z.M. daily, exoept Sundays, and the installation of an 

automatic flagman for the protection of the crosB1ng during thoae 

hours of relatively light traffi0 when the crossing would nototh.r~ 

Wise be pr~~cted. ~e cost of ms1ntafl.ll1ng the unifo:rmed traffio 

officer ebould ba diVided. equally between the applicant SJ'Jd the 

railroad. 

~e folloWiDg form of Order is recommended: 



ORDER ------
The C1 t,- CO'lmc11 ot Glenclale ha'V1ng :f'114d the above .n~ 

titled application \T.lth 'the Railroad Co~se1on for ~erm1Ba1on to 

con8truct Eroad~ at grade across Southern Pacifio Compa~'8 tracks 

Wi thin the said city, a public heartng h&v1:cg been held, the 

Commiaaion being apprized of the facts, the matter haVing been du1,. 

submitted and now being ready for deois1on, 

IT IS EEREBY FOUND .AS .A ?AC~ that publ10 conven1ence and 

neoesSit,y require that a public oroBsing be oonstruoted over or 

'OllIler Southam Pacifi0 Comp~' s linea at or in the Vioini t;y of the 

orossiDg applied for herein, and tbat one orossing, if located at 

a convenient pla.oe, Will meat the public needa for a highway con~ 

naotion to the industrial property loea.ted between the railroad and 

the Los A!lgelea E1ver, in the Vicinity of Broaci'tRq, and that the 

moat lOgical looation for such a pemanent publio Oro8sing i8 at 

or near Colorado Boulevard. In order to meet the eXisting local 

needs, the crosSing applied for here1n should be allowed, provi4.d~ 

however, it be abandoned when a permanent publ1c cros81.XJg 18 con­

structed at or near Colorado Boulevard Wh1oh, it is planned., will 

be effected in not to exceed two years; therefore, 

IT IS .s:ERE:BY OIm3REI> that pem.1ss1on 8lld authority be 

and it is he raby gran ted, to the C1"t7 Co'tmo11 of the C1 ty of Glendale 

Los A:cgeles CO'Cllty, California, to constra.ot Broadway at gra4t 

across the traoks of Southe~ Pacific Company at the location shown 

1>1 the mall marked Exhibit "A", attached to the a:ppl1eatton; Ba1ci 

crose1~ to be construoted subject to the follOWing oonditions, 

namel.;y: 

(l) ~e entire expense of conatruot1:og the crOSSing al:.all 

be borne b;y appli cant. ~e oost of 1 ta ma1ntenanoc up to line IS 

two (2) feet outside of the outSide rails shall be bor.n. 



by ap~11eant. ~e maintenance o~ tnat portion af th. crossing bet­

ween linea two (2.) fe..t outside of ";he outside ra.1ls shall ~ borne 

by Southern Pacific Company. 

(2) ~e croasing shall be- Qonstruoted of & Width not le8a 

than twenty-tour (24) feet and at an angle of about seventy (70) 

degrees to the· railroad7 and wi tb. grades of approach not greater 

than five (5) per oent; shall. be protected by sui ta.ble cros-s1:cg 

signs, and shall ill every way be made safe ~or tha :passage tllttreon 

of vehicles and other road traffic. 

(3) Sa1d cro asi:cg shall be protected by So 'tmiformed 

traffic ~fficer between the hours of 7:00 A.~. and 6:00 P.M. daily, 

except Sundc.ys. ~e eo at o~ ma1nts.1n1.ng said uniformed tra:ff10 

officer shall be borne 50 percent by a.pplicant aDd 50 :peroent by 

Southern Pacific Company. 

(4) An a.utomatic fia.gmaJl shall be installed for the pro~ 

tection of said crossing at the 30le expense ot applieant, 8&14 

flagman to be of e. tY,pe e.nd 1m:talled in aoeordanoe With plana or 

data ap~roTed by the ~lroad Commission. At the sxpirat10n of th« 

e:a.thorization of said crossing granted herein, Southe'm Paoific 

Company sha.ll refund to a.p:plieant the salvage value: o~ the lXB.ter1al.s 
~ t 

eaJ.vs.geable when said crossing is abandoned. ~e maintene.DC8 of 

said fle.gms.n shall be bO%'%le bY' Southern Pcc1:f1c Comp~. 

(5) A:p:p11eant shall, Wi thin thirty (30) days therea:fter7 

notify this COm:isS1o~, ~ writing, of the completion o~ the in~ 

stallation of ssid oro e&ing. 

(6) If setd croasing shall not have been installed Wi~ 

one year from the dat« of this order, the S1. tho rizati on hera1n 

granted shall then lapse and become void 7 unless further time -i8 

granted by 8ll.bse:quent order. 

I~ IS EEb'SBI F'OR~m:a O:a:o~ that it' am When a pubU,C' 



crossing is construct8d over or under the sa.1d Sou them Pae1.f10 

traoks at or near Colorado Boulevard., which. it is e8timated. Will 

be e:ftect8d in not to excead. two years, the grade crcssi%lg herein 

author~%ed at Broadway shall be abandoned and effeot1~ly closed 

to Uafi1c. 

IT IS Commission r.serves 

the right to make such further 0~er8 relative to the location, 

constX'Ucrt1on, operation, ma1ntenance and protection of aid oross';';; 

1Ilg &S to 1 t ms.y seem right and pr~%', and to revoke 1 ts permis;': 

eion if, in its judgment, tAe public convenience and nec8s8it~ 

demand suoh action. 

!he forego1Dg Op1n1on and Order are hereb~ 8.pp%'oTed and 

ordered filed 88 the O~in1on and Order of the Bailroad Commission 

of the St& te of Cali! orn1a. 

Zhe effeCltj. ve date of this Order sball be 'brent)" (20) 

days from sDd after tha date hereof. 

I " I" J)e.ted at Sen FrallCisco, Callfor.rl1a., this _ v ~ of 

April, 1925. 

Co:::m:1 S 81 one rs .;. 


