Decision Koo /4L 74 .0
BEPORS MEE RATIRD AD COMMISSION OF THZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application )
of CITY OF GLENDALZE, & municipal g
corporation, for permission to in- . 78.
stall & grade orossing over the ) Application Fo. 10778
tracks of tha Pacific Electric )
Reilway Company st Gardena Avernme. )

Roy L. Xorrow, City Attorney, for Applicant.
Prank Xarr, for Pacific Electric Railwey Company.
John R. Berryman, Jr., for Los hngeles County

. Grede Crossing Committee.

SEORZ, COMMISSIONZR:

QRPIXIOX

In the above entitled application tke City of Glendale

seeks permission to construct Gardena Avenue at grade acoross
Pacific Electric Reilwsy Company's Glendele-Burbank line adjacent
%o Brand Boulevard in the City of Glerdale, Los Angeles County,
Oa.lifomia.‘

A public hearing was held in this matter at Glendale
Maroh 3, 1925.

It was stipulated by the interested parties that the
record in Application No. 8384 de considered in evidence iz thié
proceeding in so far as relevant.

On Novaerber 4, 1922, the City of Glendale filed its ap-
plication No. 8384 with this Commission, asking authorization for
e grade croseing over Pacific Electric Reilway Company's track at
the same locetion se& applied for in the epplication now under oon-
sideration. The Commission mads its Order (Decision No.11526) in
this matter on Jemuery 18, 1923, wherein the City of Glendele was

granted‘ autaority to comstruct Gardens Averme at grade across
Pacific Zlectric ?ailm Company's tracks, under certé.in conditions,

one of which (Condition 4) provided:

<1




"The suthorfization herein granted for the in-
stallation of said crossing shall lapse and be~

ocome void two years from the date of this order,

whereupon 8aid crossing shall be abolished un-

lese further time is granted by subsequent order”.

At the expiration of two years, in accordance with the
above provision; Pocific Electric Rallway Company abolished the
said crossing by excavating adjacent to thae tracks and erecting
posts along eack side of its right-of-way across the sirip thet had -
been used &8 a pudblic crossing. 4t the hearing in the present pro-
ceeding, sounsel for the Eaéific Tlectric Railway stated that the
erossing had been abolisizsd without the knowledge or authority of
the management of the company, through an uwnauthorized order from
one of the company’s clerks. Counsael explained that although the
act of abolishing the crossing wae in accordance with the
Commission’s order, the management of the railway would, had it
mown the sonditions, have given the City of Glendale sufficient
advanoce notice of its intention 6f abolishing the orossing ¢ per=
mit the latter to apply to the Commisasion for an extension of time.

Gardens Avenue runs approximately parallel to and is
located between San Fernando Road and Southern Pacific Compsny's
mein line tracke tarough Glen&ale, beirg zbout 800 feet southwest
of San Fernando Road and 300 feet northeast of the railroad. To
the northwest of the proposed crossing Gardens Avenue iz & 70-foot
highway and extends to DLos Feliz Boulevard, a2 distamye of about
one-half mile, and to thae southeast it is & 60-£00t highway and ex-~
tends to Oxford, & distance of sbout one-quarter of a mile. At
present Gardene Avenue is improved with 041 macadam.

At this crossing Pacific Elestric Railway Company has &
60=-foot private rigat-of-way, upoﬁ whick is located a doudble-track
interurban railrosd known as the "Glendale-Burbank 1irs™. There

are 145 possenger and 14 freight and express trains norﬁally opere~
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ated over this line daily, most of which travel at fairly high
rates of apeed in the vieinity o2 Gar;ena Avenue.

Brand Boulevard, one of the main highrays between Los
ingeles and Glendels, i divided inio two roadways ;ooatcd on each
8lde of the Pacific Electric’s right-of-way. Each portion of
Srand Bouleverd is 40 feet in width, and has a raved roasdway
30 feet wides In the City of Los Angeles, southwest of the rail-
road, Brand Boulevard is knmown &8 Glendale Bouleved. The nearest
public crossing over Pacific Zleotric Railway to the 2outhwest of
Gardena dvenue is at Atwater Avenus, & distance of about three-
tenths of a mile. Continuing scuthwest of Atwater, the next pub-

1ic orossing is at Glenhurst Avenue, & distanse of about three=

tenths of & mile. Both of these crossings are in the City of Los
Axgeles.

The evidence shows +hat the orossing spplied for will,
%0 & certain extent, relieve congestion at the intersection of
Brand Boulevard end Sen Fernando Road, in that 1t will afford a
basssge over the railroad to sueck traffie on Brand Boulevard from
Los Angeles as desires to travel to the westarly portion of
Glexdale and thus avoid the San Jernando crossing which at times
is congested. It was also shown that the Gardena Avenue erossing
would shorten the dietance for certain traffic to and from
Southern Pacifie Company's new passenger station in Glendsle,
whick is located to the northwest of the proposed erossing, and
that it would permit certain treffic to adjust itself more readily
to right-hand travel on Brand Boulevard. The public convenience

and necessity served by this croseing, howevar, does not appear to
be great at this time.
When the Commission mede its Decision No. 11526, granting
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the Gardensa orossing for a period of two years, the only orossing
over this line of the Pacific Electric northeast of the los Angeles
River, was the Atwater Avenue crossing referred to adove. This
orogaing has steep grades of approach, and at that time the easterly
branch of Brand Boulevard was not paved north of this croseing;
therefore only 2 smell percentage of the vekicular traffic tow#rd.
Glendale orossed the railroad at that point; the greater yportion of
the traffic continuing slong the left hand side of Glendale Boule-
vard to San Fernasndo Road. One of the principal rsasons for the
granting of the Gardepa crossing for a period of two years was to
vrermit traffic on Brand Boulevard to adjust itself to right hand
novements and thus to relieve tﬁe congesticn at the intarsection of
Brand Boulevard and San Pernando Road, pending the improvement of
the easterly helf of Glendale Boulevard and the construction of &
croesing which would be attractive to vehicular traffic, under the
railroad nortz ¢f the Los Angeles River.

Subsequently there kze deen constructed the orossing at
Glenhurst Avenus. This 18 & 60-Loot crossing, with a roadway
40 feet in width and with light grades of approach. There is a
sign painted on the pavement direoting north-;bomd. traffic to oross
the xrailroad at this point, and it sppears that the greater poﬁion
of the traffic complies with this regulation, and thence “travels
slong the right-hand branch of Glendale Boulevard, which has re-
cently been paved north of Glenhurst Avenue.

Peoific ZTlectric Ruilway Company's Exhibit No. 1 shows
the estimated cost of constructing a pubdblic crossing at Gardena
Avenue, a8 proposed herein, to be $2,085. This ¢stimate contem=
plates using the auntometic flagman now installed at the orossing.
Thig estimate was not contested =nd no others wera'preaented..

After reviewing ell the evidence in this proceeding, it
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appears that public converience and necessity 4o not at this time
justify the granting of this spplication. While it was shown that
the proposed crossing would serve & converience o certain traffic,
this convenience does not sppear +to offset the public hazard and
the effect of slowing uwp the interurban service %o Glendale and
Burbank that would result from the construetion of the proposed
crossing. This spplication should be deried.

The following form of Order is recommended:

The Cl4y of Glendale having made spplication to tris
Commission for permission to comstruct Gerdena Avenue at grade
seross Pecific Tleotric Reilway Company's tracks adjecent to Brand
Bouleverd in the City of Glerndsle, Los Angelss County, Californis,
a public hearing herein having been held, the ﬁatter having been

duly submitted and now being ready for decislon, for the reasons

stated in the foregoing Opinion,

IT IS EERERY ORDERED thet the above entitled application
be snd the same heredy is denied without prajudics.

The Zoregoing Opinion and Order sre heredy approved and
ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Comxmiseion
of the State of Californiz.

Deted at San Francisco, Califorria, this _ /O "~ day of
April, 192°5.




