Decision No. [y ¥ LY

BEZFORT TIE RAILRCLD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE 0P CALIFORIIA

In the matter o2 the application of <he

CITY OF LOYG BEACE, & nunicipel corpora-

tion, for %the comzvruetion o2 two crosce

ings of the right of way o2 the Deciiic Application Xo. 10750.
Blectric Railway Company by pudlic streets,

in the City of Long Jesck, County of Los

Angelee, Stete of Califomia.

Bruce Mzson, City Attorney, for Applicant.
R. 2. Wedexind, 2or Racific Zlectric Railway Company.
John R. Berryman, <r., 20r Los Apgeles County

Grade Crossing Commiticc.

BY TES COMIISSION:

In the sbove entitled application the City of Long Soach
seqks permiscion to constract Roswell Avenue and Zighth Street,

respociively, &t grade acrose Pacific Elsctric Relilwey Compary's

so=calld "Newpor+ Dire” im the City of Lorg Beach, Los Lngéles

Couaty, California.
A public hearing wes neld in <his matter et Long 3esch,
before Zxeminer Willlems, ox larck 2, 1925.

The two crossings proposed herein are situated sbout
900 feet epert, Roswell Avenue being & rorth and soutk sireet,

while Eighta Street runs east and west. Iz general, The more im-
portant eact and west streets and noxth gnd south cvemmes oé Zong
Boech, are 660 feet apart, or eight blocks to the mile. The re-
sultant blocke are divided with an irreguler system of shorter
svreets ard avenues.

The testimony stows that the City of Loxg Beack iz now

building a Senlor Eiga Scrool to serve tke east half of the city.
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It 13 located between ELQ;hﬂi ard Tenth Streets and cast of Zimeno

Avenus, wiaick 48 the next important aighway east of Roswell Averue.

Je2Zerson Junior Hign School it situsted bdetween Seventh and Sighth

Streets and Zuclid end Grend Aventes. Grand Avenue is one-guarter
of & mile west of Roswell Lvemue. Recreation Park, the” srincipel
park of the city, 18 soutk 02 Lnaheim Street and east o2 Ximeno
Avernue.

. Pacific Electric Railwey Company operates aigh speed in-
terurban service over its Newport Line. Tacre are talrvty regular
passonger Yroins over this treck per day and in sddition, acveial
irregular movexments suca ae Lreight trains, work trains, line cers,
etc. These irreguler moves rarely exceeld ter in number per day.

2oswell ALvenue exterds from Livingston 'Drive_ to Ansheim
Street, o distance of o little less than one end one-aalf niles,
except for the 3trip across tae Daciiic Zlectric Company's z-_ighf;é-
of-way which the City seeks to open in tzis procceding. ZLimeno
Avenue, located 660 feat ¢ast of Roswell Avezue extends Zrom
Livingzton Drive to Eethewey Avexme, & distance of o Little less
chan two miles, and crosses the Newport Line &t grade. Zermino
Avenue, located 660 Leet to the west of Roswell Avene, extends
Zrom Taird Street to Stete Street, & diétance of sbout one =snd
one-nalf miles, and e¢rosses viae Newport Line av gra&e. This street
is paved and cerries & large volume of vekicular treffic. Roswell
Avenue iz not yaved on either side of the proposed croseing and 1%
oppears trere ie no plen at present to pave it. |

Tae City proposes To congtruct 2oswell Avenune acrose +ae
Yewport Line with & grade' of approach south 0L the track of seven
and one-half porcent, deccending toward the track. This rather

steey grede of epprosch 1ls required because the railroad in this
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vicinity pasces tarough & ocut. The north spyproach is Lairly lisht

&9 the natural grouwnd surface has & dowoward £lope 40 the north.

Toe view of the rallroad in both directvions from Rwewsll Avenue 2onth
of the track wonld be seriously impsired, 4if the proposed crossing
were congtructed, by the walls of the cut walick would have s meximum
depth of sbout seven Leet. The highway intersects the railroad at
en angle of gbout S2 degrees. I4 is evident vaat thece physical
condivions, in conjunction with The higk speed interurben railiway,
maxe the proposed crossing at Roswell ALvenue 8 hazardons one.

The evidence shows that ke pronoasd crossing would only |
shorten the distence to vraffic which originastel ‘on Roswell Avenus
L1tself on one side or the otner of the orossing and whick desired 4o
get %0 some point on the Avenue on the opposite side of the cTOSEiNg -
Tae volume of ©vais treffic sppeers 40 be smell and &oes not seen
to Justily the construction o suci a hazerdous crossing over tae
railroald. ZXractieally all tke north end south through traffic, in
the vicinivy of Roswell Avenue, Lollows elong Termino Avenue. Jorta
and souta treffic orizinating ezst of Ro0swell Avenue iz afforded &
crossing over the railroad at Zimeno Avéme.

2acific Zlectric Rellwey Company presented an estimate
saowing the cost 0f the pronosed srossing, including sn eutometic
flegman, %0 be $3,285. fThe estimate wes 20t contested and no other
estimates were preszented.

Zighta Street extends from Junipero Lvemue 1o Termino
ivenne, & distence of approximateiy one and onre-half miles. Te
proposed Zighth Street erossing would permit traflic %o continue on
Zigath Street to The Recreation Fark, a distence of about 2000 Leet.
The evidence 3hows thet tals crossing, LZ congtracied, would afford

anotacr higaway o the new Senior Zigh School and 2ecrestion Peork,

end would szortsen ‘ahe' distencs for fic origineving on Zighth




Streaet, on ore side of %he erosscing, waich desired to reach a point
on 3ighth S4rect on the other 2ide.of the cxossing. Talz volume of
treffic, however, does not seem o Dbe large.' .

The noxt importent sireets parallel to Zighth ars Soventh
Stfoet on the mouvk and Tenth Street on the norvh, esck of whick
crogs this same rallroed line at grade. Zach of these sireets are
660 Leet dictert from Zighth Street. Thc propoced Sighth Stroat
crozeing 13 adjacent vo tee Termine Avenue crossing. Zighth Street
runs at right angles o Iermine Avenue and intersects the railrosd
at an angle 0f about 28 degrees. Tac view of the trzek from Bighth
Street st the proposed crossing world be somewaat fmpeired By a
bank of earth east of Termino Averwe cnd soutz of the reilrced, and
2i90 by houses morth of Zigata Street and soutﬁ of The railrosd.

I% ic evident that the pronosed EBighth Street orossing

would de 2 rather hazcrdous one, &5 Zighth Street ané the heavily

traveled Termino Avenuce intersect ecch other end this high-speed

refirced a% practicelly a common Doint end at exn scute engle, where
the view 12 somewast Limpeired. B .

Doacilic Zlectric Redllwey Conpeny »rasented #n estingte
saowing the cost of tze proposed crozsing at Tighth Street, ins
cluding an eutomztic f£lsgmen, 40 de $4,050. Tae e3timatc elso wes
not contesved and ro other estimete waz presented.

'Ehe Loz Angeles County Grzde Crossing Committee sppesred
and oppoged thé opezning oX both of the crossings. 2eports beseld
or the Commitiee’'s investigetions were cubmiitied, axd thege reports
ghow the Commitiee’s conclusion to be +that tiere ic not sulficient
puolic neceesity ot tals time to werrant the greniing of either o2
the croscings applicd for.

After due conzideration of all the evidence 4in tzis cace,

it zppeers thet the public convenience end necessity do met Jjustify
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tre gronting of elther of the crossings applied for. Therefore
thais applicatior should be derxied.

Taa City 02 Lomg Beach, baving nede spplication <o

tois Commisgsion for permission 40 construct Roswell hvenve and
Sights Street, respectively, at grade scross the Pecific Zlectric
Reilway Company's so-ca.lled.’ Xewpoxrt ITine in tae City of Iong 3each,
e »Ublic heariné asving been held, thae matier having veen duly
subritted end now deing reedy Zor &ccicion, and the Commission
being of the opinion that tais epplicatlon sizould be denied for
reasons nereindefore ststed,

IN IS EEREEY ORDEEED tast the sbove entitled application
he snd the szme ig heredby denied, without prejuldice. '

Dotel 2t Sanm Pranciseo, Californis, this _Q.j_E__day of
April, 1925.
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Commiszioners.




