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In the MAtter of the A~~licat1on o~ ) 
~ :.r.t..EOE RAILWAY 8: TRb.NSPO~IOX ) 
co:aa"Y and. SOU~~~ P";'CD"IC CO~J..1"Y ) 
£0: authority for Lake Tahoe Railway ) 
& Transport$tio:l Cocpany to oxecute ) A:9plication No .. 11155. 
a lease to Southern Pacific Company ) 
of 1 t s railroa.d. and. (J.:ppurtona..nce e ) 
pursuant to Sec. 51 (a) o:f the Pu·ol.1e ) 
Utilities Act.. ) 
-------------------------------) 

E. J. FOuld.s, for Southern Pacific Company. 
E. F. Droste, for Lake ~ahoe ?~11wey & . 

Transportation Co~pa:y. 

SQUIRES, CO!l.OO:~I om::.o-:.: 

OPINION ---- .... -~--
La.ko Tahoe Eailwe.y and Z-ransportstion COl:lPe.llY, So cor-

pora.t1o::l~ and Southe:m Pacific Company" a. corporntion, ~1led tho 

aoovo entitled. application with the COmmiss1on on the 26th day of 
M.e::!, 1925, asking for authority for Lake ~ahoe P.ailwa.y and. ~ans­

po:r:tation Company to execute a lease to Southern Pacific Comp~ 

of its railroad. e.nd. appurtenances fr,om Truckee, Neva.da County to 

Tahoe Tavern and. ~ahoe City, Placer County, California. 

A public henr1ng was held on tA12 application in San 

FranCiSCO, on June 1, 1925. 

l'he railroad owned. 'by !take T£l.hoe Railwa.y « Trensporte-

tion C0:::lJtany connects wi tl:. Southern ~l3.ci:fic Compa.ll3" s :ns.in line· 

(Ogden Route) at Truckee .a.nd oporates to Tahoe ~avarn. ~h1s rail-

rosd is at present constructed with a three ~oot gauge, theroby 

making it necessary ~or all passengers, ~il, oxprezs and freight 

to 00 tranSferred. ApproXim.a.te1y 7500 pas~ongere a.nd 176 care. of 

-1-



fxoight arc t%~t!orred from the etandard (4 feet 8~ 1nohos) 

gauge main line of the Souther::. Paeific to the l'lO.rrow ga.uge e.t 

Truckee each year. During the summer season, about three tons 

of mail, expresz and baggage are transferred each trip. 

The lease which t~e parties ~ro~ose to 6xec~te pro­

vides for a ter: of 9$ yea.rs,at a no:i.:lQJ.. rental, of the ::'silrollQ. 

facilities o! the Lake T~hoe Railway an~ T:ensportation CO~Pan7 
to Southern Pacific Company, which Company v~ll not only bear 

nll cost ot maintenance and operation but will aleo bear tho ,. 
entire cost of ~ll icprove~ent to the l~e, including it: re-

construction from a narrow gauge to a standsrd gauge railroa~. 

Southern Pacific Company proposes to reconstruct thiS 

line with standard. ga.uge so that its tra1:ls can operate through 

to Tahoe Tavern, thereby re~oVing the objectionable trans!er and 

re~ucing the delay to passengers and freight at ~ruckee. ~h1s 

work of reconetructing the line to ~ standard g~uge railroad can 
ce done, it is esticate~~ within SiXty days after the nece~zary 

author1ty for the loase ie obtained and traffiC Will not be inter-
r~pted while that work is being done. 

Southern Paeitie Comp~y turther proposee to o~erete 

the railway to ~ahoe thxoughout the entire year, instead of only 

in the eu::mncl' months, and tllis line in effect will be opera.ted 
as ~ branch line and a part of the Southern ?acific system. 

1'".c.e travel1:lg public will be better served w"Aen this 

line is made standard ga.uge and through eervice is inaugurated. 

It ~~pear$, therefore, that tAis application should be gr~ted. 

~he ~ollowing for~ o! order is Teco~e.nded: 

ORDER 

Lake ~ahoe P~ilvmy & Transportation Company ~nd Southern 

~acific Compan~ having applied to the Commission !or per=1ssion for 
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Lake ~ahoe Ra1lway·& Tr&nZportat1on co~any to e%ecut~ e lea$e to 

Southern Pacific Company of its railroad between Truck~e, 'ev~da 

County, and. Tahoe To.vern a.ne. ~ailo'e Cit~, :Placor County, State o~ 

California, n ~ublic hearing having been held, t~e Coccie~ion 

being apprisod of ~he facts, tho catter being ~del' su~ss1on sn~ 

ready for decision, 
I~ IS liE:P.EBY O?DZ?'?:D that per!:l1zsio:c. and e.ut1:.ority be 

and it is hereby grantod to Lake ~~hoe P~lway & Transportation 

Company to lease to Southern ~ac~ic Comp~ ita railroad ~ 

appurtenances between Truckee, z:evada County, and. ~aAoe ~ave:rn 

and ~ahoe City, ~acer County, State o~ California, as shown by 

the map (Exhibit 5) at~ached to the application. sub~ect to the 

follovdng conditions: 
(1 ) Within thirty (30) days after th~ el:ecutiO:l thel'e-

of, a c~rt1::1ed cOP'S of each lea.se xefer:::od 'to above shall be 
filed. with the Commission .. 

(2) The granting of this application shell not be con-
strued to giva ~~r.oission to the applicants to relocate existing 
tracks or construot now tracks acrose cny puolie ~treets. roads 
o:r llig1:l.way. 

~he torego1ng Opinion an~ Ordor are hereby approved 

ane. ordered :file d. as the Opinion ane. Order of the ?.ail::oad Com-

mission of tA& State of California. 

POI' ell other purposes the e~fective date of tAi.s Order 

shall be twenty (20) deys after the ~ate t~e:r:eof. 

Dated at S~ ?rancisco. Ca.lifornia, this ~ day of 

____ ~~~~--------------. 1925. 
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