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ZEFOEZ TEZ RATLRQSD CCORMISSIOR OF TER STATE OF CALIFORETIA.

In the matter of the application of the
COUNTY OF SANTL C2UZ for an oxder euthoriz~
ing the conztruction of an ovorhesd cross-
ing over the tracks of the Southerxm Pacific

Coxmpany at Rincon, Santa Cruz County,
California.

AZRLICATION NO.108L6

el N Nt Tl Nkt N S N b

Stenford G. Smith foxr the Comaty of
Sante Cruz.
Py We ilelke 20r Southera Pacific Company.
BY TEE COMMISSIOR:

C2PIX

In thiz application the County of Santa Cruz reguests
authoxity to comstruct a crossing of a cowmnty road sbove the track
of Southerm Pacific Company st & point nesr Rincom, thereby elim-
inating ax existing grade crossing of this rosd, and slso asks thet
the Commission apportion the cogt of the work betwsen the interest~
ed parties. |

4 public hearing wes held at Sexta Crmz om March 30,
1925, before Examiner Austin. |

oo

This county rgad leads from Ssats Cruz northerly to
the Senta Cruz Big Trees, Boulder Creck and the Celiformis Redwood
Park (Big Basin) and will evemtually de & pert of ore of the routes
coxnecting with the Sky Line Boulevard mow being constructed south-
ward from Sex Francisco. Because of its scenic sttrsctions the

road carries & heavy treffic during the summer months, espocielly

on Surdayse It 12 paved with concrete from Sants Cruz to Boulder

Creok, witkh the exception of certsfin short gaps where future improve;ﬁ
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monts are comtemplated. Ome such gap is at Rincom, where the

Comaty desires to cha.ngq tke route “of the road for g distance
| of approximetely three~guarters of & wile for the purpose of
avoiding a grade crogsirg with the tracks of Sounthern Pagific
Company.

Iz asconding Lrom Santa Cruz Dotk the raflroad and the
county road use the weosterly slope of tle Sen ILorexnzo Caxyon, the
rogd at first being east of and below the railroad. Immeiia.'_tely
south of Rincom it ascends toward the track on & grade of seven

or eigkt per cent, crosses at au angle of forty-five degrees snd

contimues or up the mowntain on tkhe wosterly side of the railrosd
Tigat of way, the xoed 501:35 ayproximately parallel %o the u'a.cz
on doth sides of the crogsing. Besides the hazards of the acute
ab.gle of crossing and the steep grade, the view is Qbsc'q:e&-by‘
trees, brusk and the cut and exbaxkment 3lopes of the railrosd.
Soutibownd trains, being oz the descending grade, drifi towsrd
the crossing with 31ight nolse, adding considerably to the danger
&t this »oint. 7The crossing ie protected by anx sutomatioc ﬂae:ma.n.
There is spparently no disagreement over 'tl;e dezirability
of eliminating the grade crosedng, Southé&fg Pacific stipulating
at the hearing that public convexmience axd nececssity require the
construction of the overhead crossing.
Representatives oL bofh the Comnty snd the raflrosd
agree that 1t is impractical to separate the grade &t the site of
| the present crossing. The Comnty proposes that the rosd be come
tinned nortaerly along the easterly side of the track for a dis~
tance ol approximately 3,250 feet to & point nesr the northerly end
of Rincon siding where topograpbicel conditions are suitedble for
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the construction of an overhead cro‘m'i.ng. To accoxmplisk this, how-
ever, 1t will be necessary to‘ shift the railresd track for & portiom
of tkis distance westerly imto the area now occupied by the comnty
road and}gonstmct the highwey on wkat iz now the roadbed of the
railroad. At the site of the proposed crdsSi.ng theré are now two
tracks, the northerly switch of Rincon yard deing 100 Leet north of
the point of ecrossing. The overheald structure could de consmctoﬁ
witk shorter span if this switch were moved south and the siding
shortened 100 feet, buf the railz;oad desirez to retain at leszt

- the present length of siding and contends the possibility.oz Luture
second treck should also de considered. For this resson it is
‘prc»poaac’. that the tracks e resrranged axn& distance between tracke
made such that a pier of the overhead structure can de placed be-
tween the main line and the siding and proper clearauce with each
maintained.

Southern Pacific Compary steted that it had_no other
plan. of grade separation to offer a:;d. that its only objection to
the propoged change was that the railrosd roadbed wowld be moved
further into the hillside witk the recult that its msintensance
cost muld., 'thereb#, be increased. The plan as proposed by thev
comnty appears, however, to be the most prectical axd econonicdl
nethod of olimirating tae existing grade crozsing and in the
opinion of the Commission it shouwld be carxied out substantially
&S shown on Applicart'z Exhidbit Xo. l.

- AY
It 48 8lso regquested tiaat the Commission apportion the

cost of the grade separation between the interested parties. The
Cotnty of Santa Cruz stated that in its opinion tre railro.a.d. Com=
pany skould beer one-half of the cost of the entire project. '
Southern Pecific Compaxny, on the Other hemd, srgues that it shoumld
porticipate only in tze cost 0L the structure carrying the highwsy

over their tracks, sund offered to bear one-ralf of the ¢cost oFf
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such-structare. It appears to the Commission that the result to
be attained 1z tho olimination of a azzordouws grade crome Ing and
not the comatruetion of a bridge over the carrier's tracks, and
since no other practical or less eﬁ:pmsive method‘of accomplish-
ing this result ic apparent and tae entire pfojoct &g proposed by
the comnty is necessary to effect the zeparation of grades it can
only be considered &3 & mrit and the epportionment of cost deter—
zined by the denefits aceruwing to each PETTY.

If the eliminatioz of this grade erossing were the only
bonefit %o ei';her Party 1t would be fair to divide the cost
ogually betweon tie epplicsnt snd the raflrosd compsny, dut m
this case this major improvement iz modified Py certain minoxr
advaniages or detrimenis +to the comnly road and the raflrosd road-
bed, wkick should be considered in arriving at sn apportiomuent of
the cost.

The carrying out of +thie rroject :el.‘.evjes ‘ae Couxnty of
toe expense of reconstructing angd tmproving the existing rosd, waickh
could be redbuilt in spproximetely its present 1oca.tion. and still
melntein the limits of grede, cwevature end width which have boon
adopted for this bhighway. It ie propoxr that the estimated cozt of
50 doing be deducted from the cost of the grede el.m.nation proj’oct.
The Comnty Presented at the hearing an estimte of V56 485.00 fox
tae project, ac outlined in the epplication, ang nas ’u.hsequonﬂy
£iled with the Commiesion plans and an eztimmte of 2 5,404.&. Lor
brilding a road without elimingting the grade crossﬁng. 0L the
estinated total cost of the project .‘3:5;404. éz 13; therefore; 8olely
for the benefit of the Comxty. |

Iz addition to tkis %he aligzment of the proposed road
is better than coxld be obtafred in retuilding the precent Locatioxn,

tae amomnt of curvature witkin <he limits o2 tke line change deing
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less than khalf, and two doangeroms ™Hlind"™ curves will bYe eliminated.

The coumnty iz also securing a fally stabilized roaibed and will bde
relieved of the mafntenance of the uppor slopes which during heavy
rafiznfall mey cause slidesz. 3Zecause of the importance of this road
these items are of considerable value to the comnty and saonld be
taken into accomnt in apportioning cost.

There oxists at the present tine s privete ovorhead
crogaing over the rallrosd track comecting the land of Eexxy
Cowell lying east of the track with the cowmnty roed im its present
location. Southern Pacific Compsny 1z obligated %o maintein this
timbexr bridge but it iz probable  that relocation of the kighway on
the oast side of the track would obviate the necessity for this
crossing and Southern P.‘aci:::.c Compeaxxy may, thorefore, be relieved
of its further maintenance.‘ The dbridge i3 at prezent in wrssfe
condition and is not in use. The cost of restoring it to a safe
and reasonable state of repalr: is estimated to coct :"51;150.

The skifting of the track effects a slfight betterment
in the line and grade o tke railroad; one three degree cuxrve 265
£oet in longth deing eliminated and mexfmmm grade reduced, but it
is conterded by Southern Pacific Compexy that maintenance of its
roadbed will be rendered more &ifficult and expansive becaunsge of
shifting the. track further into the hillside and that Zreguent
slides can be expected wntil the new slopes are stedilized. It is
péssible that this burden of sdditional maintenance on the refl~
rorzd will substantiaslly outweigh the slight iwmprovement of line
and grade taat will result.

Giving due considexstion to these several sdvanitagee
and disedvanteges it appears to the Comxission that the County of
Santa Cruz will receive cousilexrabdbly more direct bemefit with no
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offzotting disadvantages Lrom tho carrying out of thic yroject
than will the railrmd company and that twenty-five per cent of
t2o coat of the project, thefefoz:o, gxould be borne exclusively
by the courty and the remsining seventy-five per cent dividod
equally between the Cornty of Santa Cruz and Southern Pacific
Comparny. This will result in g division of cost for the projeoct
of 62k% to the applicant and 373% to the railTosd.
0 R

Tko Comnty of Santa Cruz having made application for
an order suthorizing the corstruction of & public road eroscing
over the tracks of Southern Pacific Company at 2 Location neer
Rincon, Santa Cruz Couwnty, and apportioning the cost thereof, &
public hearing having beon keld, the Commission being apprised
of the facts, the matter being wnder submission and resdy for
decision,

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED that the Cownty of Sants Cruz
and Southern Pacific Compeny be and they are hereby directed 1o

eliminate the grade croscing of the comnty road witk the tracks of

Scuthern Pecific Company at IEngineor's Stationr 4052¢60 oz 38i& rail-~
road by the comstruction of & crossing above the tracke of Southorz
Pacific Company &t the locstion axnd in the maxmer hereinafter
specified, sald crossing to be constructed subject to the following
condi tionz, wviz: |

(1) The relocation of the county highway and the railroad
tracks necessary to effect the grale seperetion shall be Substan-
tially as showz in spplicant’™s Exhibit Xo. l.

(2) The point of crossing shall be approximatoly at
Engineer’s Station 4020+07 on the comstructed line of Southern
Pacific C:ompamy near :-':iﬁcon, Sante Cruz Cowxty, a.s' showz by %the
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map (Proposed Relocation of Southern Pacific Rsflrosd and Couxty
High"e.my) epplicant’s Exhibit Xo. l.

(3) Toe structure corrying said roed over Southern
Pacific Coﬁpém- tracks shall de constructed in accordance with
detalled plans and specifications which ckall be filed witk aﬁa.
approved by tkis Cormissiom. It shall provide spé.ce for two paral-
lol tracks witkz pileor or other supporting member placed between
the trackse

(4) Saf& crossing shell be comstructed witk clearances
conforming to Provisions of the Commission's Genmersl Order 0. 26=ie

(5) Appiicant shall witkin thrty (30) days theresfter
oMLy ts éom:nission, in wxiting, c¢f the cdmpietion of the in-
stallation of said crossing. |

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDEZED + the cost of zaid over—
hoad crossing, exclusive of =oaldway paving, shall be apportioned
on the basis of sixty-two and one-hal? (62%) per cent to the County

of Sante Cruz end tairty-seven and ope-1slf (373) per cent to Southern

Prcific Company. The cost of roadway ;pav.t.ng.shail ba borme excluzively
by the County of Senta Cruz. '

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDZRZD that the Lfuture maintensnce
of the crossing be boxme by applicext.

For all other purposes, the effective date of tkiz oxder
ghall be twenty days from arnd after the date hexreof.

Dated at San FPrancisco, Californie, this 4& day of
June, 1925.
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