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Santa.· Crtlz. 
11. w. neUe for Southern Pac1f:ic Compa :D3"_ 

OPIN'IOX 
~ .............. ---

In this a.pp11ea.t1on the C01Xnty' c4 S8:c:ta. Cruz requeets. 

au'thori t:r to- eonstruct a. eross1llg o::t s. eo:ttn't7 road. a.'bovo the tra.ek 

of Southem. Pacifie Compe.ny a.t a point J:l.08r E1ne~ thereb,. el1m-

1ll8.t1llg 8J1 eXis.tillg grade eroBSillg 0'£ th1s road,. and also asks the.t 

tho Commission a.;pport1on the eoe:t of the work botween the interest-

A.. pa.'bl1c heariDg was hold s.t Santa. Cruz on Ms.'reh 30p 

1925p before Exam1n or Aus~ 

This eCtm.'t7 road lea.d.e trC'lm S8:nts. Cruz northerly to 
~ . . . . 

th& Santa Cruz Big ~ees, Boulder Creok and the Ca11~OrDi&.~edwood 

.Park (Big :B&s1ll) end Will ovontc.s.~ be 8. pert o~ one 01: the rout&a 

eonnecrting With the Sk7 Idne Boulevsra now be1llg eonstnLete4. south-

war4. from San Francisco. Bee.a:a.se of i't$ seenie attractions. the 

on Sttrldays. It is pavod W1 th cone%'eto :fro::. Ssnte. Cruz to BO'alCror 

C:r&~ W1 th th& excopt1on o~ certs.1n short gaps whe:r:e :ea.tare 1mprovc~ 
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menta are eontcpls.ted.. One suell. ga., is at :a1nc:0llp w.b.ero the 

CO'Qllty" desiros to e:ne.:oge th& r Ot:.te .:~ the roa.d for a dis:ta:c.ee 

of apprOX1mately t,b.roe-qaa,rterB o:t a mUa for -:.he parpose o'! 

a.voiding a grs.d.e eros$1Dg with the traeke o-r Sou them Pa.ei:t1c 

comp~. 

In e.eeond!Xlg :0:= Santa. cru:. both the ra1lroa.d s:.c.d the 

CO'tZllt:v r08.d use the westerl7 elope o~ tlr:: Sm Lore:czo ~ollp tho 

rosd s. t first be1Dg east o~ and below the %1.dl%'0ad.. Immedi&tely 

south of Rtncon it aseends toward. the tra.ek on e. grs.do of seven 

or eight per cent, crosses a.t .an aDgle 0'£ f~f1ve degrees s:a.d 

cont1xrt'l.es on up the moto1ta1n on tl!o W$sterly s1cte' o'! the rs,1lroed 

right of wa:y. the road be1llg s,p'prox:tms.tel:r ps.rall.el to· the trs.ek 

on bOth sides of the croSSing. BeSides the hazude 0'£ the aeute 

a:c.gJ.e of cro $Sing llZI.d the stoep g:r8IJ.e., the View is obset:red.· by 
.' . 

trees., brush s.Dd. tho eu:t and e:bs:nkment 3l.opes o:t the :r~lros.d. 

Sou~hbO'Cllct tra1ns, be~ on the des.cend1ng grado, drit't toward 

the erossing 'With slight no1so., add1ng eons1dera.bly to the. dal:lger 

a.t this J;>o1.nt. The eros~~ 18 proteeted. by an: mtomatio fl..agms.n. 

Zo.ere is a:war<mt~ no d1sagroement over the de~a.bU1't7 .. ' , , . ' 

of el1mi:as.ting the grtJ.d.e cro&<'!tng., Soutller.n P8.e1f1e stipul~t1ng 

at the hearing that public Cc):rlv8llic:c.ce end llEteeS3i't7 reqtt1:re the 

construetion 01: the overhead erossmg. 

Represe:c. ta. t1 vas o~ bc> th t:b.e COt:nty snd the ra1J.road 

agree that it is 1mpre.etieal to separate the gra.cte &t t:o.e Site o:! 

tho present croee1ng. ThO' Cotznty proposes the.t the ros.d 'be eon-

t1n't1ed. northerl~ sl.O%lg the os.sterl:r sid.e r4 the tra.ck :for a dis-

tance o'! approx1ms.tely 3,. 250 foe.t to a point :Z;~ 't;hc northerl:1 end 

c>'! :Rincon Siding where topographical eo%ldi t1 o:c.s are sui table ~or 
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tho eo:c.s.truc:t1on of an overhoad. e:'oss1ng. To accomplish this, how.:-

ever, 1 t Will be necessary to sh1~t the rs.1lroad. tn.ek for So portion 

of tl::.is dista:o.ee westerly' into the area. no .. oceupied. "oj" the eOUll~ 
to 

roa.c1. and/ eonstrue t the highway on w1:& t is now the roadbod o~ the 
. 

rs.1lro.&1. At the site of the :proposed. eroes1ng there are now two 

trs.eks, tho nort.bflrly SW1 to2:z. o~ :Rincon ysrd. be1J:lg 100 feet north of 

tho p01nt of erossing. The. overhead structure could '00 eonstrtteted 

Wi t.h. shorter spsn if tDis sw1 tel:. were moved south and. the s1d1X1g 

shortened. 100 feet, but the rs.1lroad deSires to. rota.1n at least 

the present length o~ s1~ and eOIl:teIlds the poa1biU.~ o~ *ture 

second trs.ek should also be eoD.$1dered. For tll1s res.son it 1& 

propoaee. th&t the tracks be rearre.:cged. a:c4. diste.:o.CE) between tracks 

ms.cte such that So pier of the overhe.s.d s'trttc:tare can be plaeed be-

tween the ms.1n line and:. the s1d:tllg ~d. ;proper ele&r~eo with es.eh 

SOuthern Ps.eific: Comptl.l:W sts.ted. t.b.a.t i't had no. other 

plan o~ grade separa.tion to otter a:c.c1 that 1 te' onl:.v objection to 

the proposed. c:hs:a.ge was th&t tho rallrosd roa.dbed would. be moved. 

:f'crther into the h11121de W1 th the res:al t th8.t its ms.1nteDSllco 

eoat wo'Cld., thereby, be Uerea.sed. The plan as proposed by the 

eomt:r a.ppears, however, to be the most pr~tieal s:c4. eeonom1cal 

m&t~d. o:t e11m1llA t1ng the ex1.st1ng ~ade cross1xlg.tu:14 in the 

op1nion o:! the Commission it should be earned. out substszl.t1.&lly 

as shown on Applies.nt'S Ez::h1b1 t Z'o. l. 
- \ 

It is aJ.so requested tha.t t:a.e Comn1s.s1on apportion the 

eO st of the grade sepsrs. tion between the :tn.tore~ted parties. The 

Coun't7 of santa. Cruz stated. that in its opinion tJ:1e rS£lroad eom-

;p.e.tty 3ho'aJ.d.. bear one-half of t.be cost of the entire project. 

Southern Pa.e1f1c COmpa~, on the other ha:cd., argues th&t it sllo'tZld. 

part1cipate only in tho ¢o~t o:! the structure ea.~ the h1g.b.wa:v 

OVer their trs.c.ks, and otfered to bear one-half' of' the cost o~ 



such ·St:ructure. It appears to the COmmission that the reSUlt to 

be attlJ.1nod 12. tho elim1ll&t1on o:!' 8. 'baztlJ:'dous grado croe:e1llg ~ 

not the construction of s. bri~e o'V'or the ca.rr1er':;: tracks. and 
.. 

since no other practical or lees expenSive mothod o~ aecomp11sh-

1Ilg tln& res't1l t is apparent and tile enti.re project s.s proposed b7 

the county is n~eessary to e:t:tect the separe:t1 en ofgrad.es it ean 

oDly 'bo considered as e. 'ani t anet the. e.:pportto%XClent of cost deter-

milled by the benefi ts accruiDg to eaeh psr"t7. 

If the olim~Dati~ of t413 grade crOSSing were tho ~ 

bonef1 t to 01 ther party it wo'tXJ.d be fa1r to d1V1d() the cost 

oqually between t1:.e applicant end the ra.Uro8d comps:c:y. but in 

this case this tlajor 1mprou-ement 18 mod1!,ied b:,r certain m1nor 

advantages or detriments to. the CO"Clltr road llnd the ra1lrosd roa.ct-

bed. which sllould be considered. in s.rr1VC'-ng at Son apport1o:c:nent o:! 
the cost. 

!llte earrn.ng O':lt of thie. project relieves tho CO'tClty- o~ 

'the expense or roc onstruc t1Ilg and 1:1pro~ the eXi st1J:lg ro.ad,. w.hieh. 

could 'be rebU1l t in s.Pprox1::a.tol:,v- 1 ts present location. and. still 

ms.1n ta:tn the li:ni ts of grade, c1lrV'ature- e:c.ct W1~tJ::. which .Qa.ve 'beon 

adopted for this highway. It is proper tmtt the est£ma.~ coa.t o~ 

so d.oing 'be deducted. fro.e. the cost o~ the grade e11m:"cat1on p:ro.~eet. 

The County p:-os.ented. at the hear1:ag 'an est1J:lB.te ~ $&&~485.00 :for 

the project, as O':ltl1ned. in tho: a:ppliest1on, and. ha.e eub:sequentl..3' 

filed With the C0:ml1es1o:l plans and an e~t1mt:r.te of $S.40~6Z for 

building a road. wi t1x>-::.t e11m:fIlsting the: g:t'Sd.e croSS1'ng. Of the 

astic&ted total cost of the project $5,.404.02 is, ther&:for&~ solely 

for the benefit o~ the Co~~. 

In addi 1:1.0:0. to tMs the al.1g:c:ment o:! the proposed: roa~ 

is batter t:aa.u cOUld 'be obt::l.1Jled.lIl rebtt1ld1ng the preeent 10cat1o.n, 

the s::nouu t of curva. turo Wi t2l1.n the 11m1 ~s 0'1: the line cbAtlge being 
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less than llsJ.t'~ and two daJ:lgerous ""ol1ncI" earves W1ll be el:£m1%'l8.ted. 
~ . 

Tho comt:,v is al30 securing 8. ~ at&blli::ed. ro84bed. tlnd will be 

relieved of the ms.1n teXUUlce of ths upper sI.opee which du.r.t.Dg haa.T.7· . 

r~all T1JJJ.Y' cause slides. Beca:ase of" the importan~o of tllis road. 

these items are of" considerable V8l.ue: to the CC>1%J1ty' and should be 

tttkon into s.eeount in apportiOning e03t. 

There eXists at tho present 't1:no 8. private overhGtld. 

:c:roaa1Dg over the railroad track con:c.eetiDg the land of 11em"7 . 

COWttll lyixlg ea.st of tho tra.ck with the eom:tty" road. in 1 ts present 

loea.tion. Southern Pacific C~ 1::: obligated. to ma1nts.1n th1~ 

timber bridge but it ia probs.ble· tJ:s.t reloea.t1on o~ the- h1g.hwa:v on 

the east Side o~ tho track would. obv1a.te the ne.cessi~ 'lor tlns 

crossing and Southern Pae1~1e COm.pcny ':JIJ.7" thore:toro, be rol.1ove4. 

of its f'crther m.s.1ntell8:tlee. The b.ridge is at pre sen t in unsafe 

00:141 tio%); and is not in use. ~e coe:t o~ reetor1ng it to a Sl.J:£e 

and reasonable state of repa1r:', is cst1m&ted to oo-st $1,150 • 

. The sJ:t1f't1.ng o'! the track effects s. slight bette:rment 

ill the J.1ne and grade or: the rtdlroscI,. one tbree degree etzrV'8 265 

feet in J.ongth being ol1'm1'%lAted ~ me.x1I:Iam g:t'S.d.e redueed, but 11; 

is contended 'bY' Southern Pa.eifie Compa:z:tZ'" tha.t IIl8!ntensnee o'! its 

rosd.beQ. will be rendered. more d1:ffi.o'DJ. t 8lld exporr.:s1 ~& "oeeause ~ 

ah1~t1ng the .. trs.ek :!urther into. tho h1ll.81d.e and that !reqc.ent 

sl1~es . es.n be exp&eted 'txr::t1l the- new slopes are ste.b111ze-cl. It is 

possible that. this btlrdeno'£ add.i t10nal ma.1nte:cs.nee on the ra11-

road. Will substant1a.lly outwe1gh the Sl.1gb.t 1mpr<>vement of line 

and. g:z:-s4e that wUl result. 

G1'V1ng due consideration to these several advantage:: 

and diee.dvantage3 it appears tc> the Comcission that the Ccra::.a:t:v of 

Sante. Cruz w.t.ll rece1 ve cO:as14erabl:r more direct benafi t wi "th no 
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o='!lSetting d1~dvan tag08 ='rom tho oo.rryi%lg out o:! th1e projoct 

than will the ra.ilre&d c~ s.ud that twenty-~ivepe:r: cent o~ 

the coat of the project, the~ore,. e:b:O'alcl be borne excluSively 

by the county and the rema.in1ng se'Venty-:!1"l'e per c:ent d.1V1dGC1 

eqc.s.117 between the COtOlty' of San'ta Crttz and. Southern: hcific 

Co~. W.s will res'Cl. t 1!l a. d.iVision err cost for the project 

of &$ to the applicant and 37~ to the railroad. 

()R!>ZR -- ---
The CO'ttl1ty' o~ santa. ~ ba:v:tng made applica.t1011 ':tor 

an order authorizing the constra.etion of a public road e:rosS1llg 

over the tracks o:! SOuthern Pacific CompSZQ" a.t a 1.0eat1on near 

Eineon,. $Q.nte. C%"'IlZ Coun't7'~ and e.pportio:c1.ng the. oost thereof" a 

pubUc hoa...-1ng hav1ng been held" the Commission be1ng appnlSod 

of the facts, the me. tter be1:cg 'IXIlder subm1ssi on and read,. :!or 

decision" 

, " 

and Southern ~ac1:f'ie Comp~ be ~ the,- are hereby- directed:. to 

e11m1ns.te the gra.de crossing of: the COotmt:,v road with the tracks of 

Southem Pe.e1~1e Comps,ny at Eng:tneor" & Station "052.60 on said. raU-
, - -

road b:7 the construction of So e.rOSSing above the tracla: o=' SOu thorn 

Pacific Compaxl3' at the location. snLt in the. IIl8.lXQ.er here:tna:r:ter 

specified, said croSSing to be constructed su1>je.et to the :f'olloW1l:lg 

condi tiona, Viz: 

'1) !I!lle relo=.tion o~ tb.~ ccnm:ty- lUg.hw&:y 'and the :ra.1lr084. 

tracks neeessary to effeet the 'grade 3&per~t1on s~ be Substan-

tiall,. as shown in 8p p11esntY 8 Exhi b1 t Xo. 1 • 
. 

(2) The po1nt. o~ arosm:ng shall b$ approx1m&toly a.t 

Engineer's Station 4020+07 on the construeted line- 0'£ Southern 

Pa.ei~1c COmps:c:y near ~on, Santa C%'U% Co-anty" &3 ShOWA 'by tho 
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map C~oposed Eeloe8.t1on o"J! Southern Pacific: Rs.Uroad and Co'ttrlty 

m.g.hwa.:v) applicant's :E&:hi b1 t No. l • . 
(3) T'.o.e structure co.rr.y1:cg se.1d road. over Southern 

Pac1f1e Co~ tra.eks s:b8J.l be c<>na trueted 1n aeeo:rdonoe Wi tJ:r. 

deta.1lod plans. &net s:Pee1f'1ea. t1 one wh1eh r.naJ,l. 'be. :rUed. with snd. 

approved. b:v tlUs Cotm::1ssion. It sheJl p:rov1cte sps.ce for 'twOI paral.-

10l tra.eks with pier or other suppol:'t1:llg member placed between 

the tracks. 

(" ) S8.1d erOs31ng !l:bfl11 be cc>n8t:l:'ucted. with olcaranees 

cOn:!Orming t<> provisions of the CQ:!:Imi8d.on.w z ~ner8l. Order Xo. Z6-A:. 

(5) Applicant eb.sl:L Wi thin tMrV (SO) days thereafter 
; 

notify tb:1s C0m:n1ss1o~ ill fti t1ng, e~ the completion. oJ: the in-

stallation of ss.1d crossing. 

IT IS EEaE:3Y ~ ORDE?ED tm1. t the eost o~ sa1d over-

head c:rowng, exclusive ~ ::-oe.d.way pe..~. shall. be apportioned 

o.n the basiS of siX't7-two snit one-hal!' (6~) per cent to the Co'Cllty' 
. . 

of Sante. Cruz and tLt1rty-s8V'e%t and one-half' C3'li-) per cent to Southern 
~ 

P8.e1f1e Company'. 1:!:b.e cost 0"£ ro84.way pa.v.t:ag shall be borne exel.ua1vely 

of the crossing be borne b:7 spp11cen1;. 

For all oth&r P'Cl:"pOSe8, the offeet1vo date Of' t.C:18 order 

shall. 'l:>e twen't7 d.ays from and e.:!tcr the date he:-oof. 

D8,1;ed. 8.t San Francisco, ca:t1!orm~ th1t: ,14k c1a:v of 

:ane" 1925. 

~~'h~'fr' 
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