Decision ¥o. _/ L O 7% .

BERORE THE RAILROAD COMLIISZION OF THE LIALE OF CALIFCRNIA.

In the Matter 0% the Application of
the Board of Supervisors oL L[UOLULE
COUNTY to construct a crossirg at
grade over the tracks oX the Sierre
Railway Company neer Stexndaxd, iz
said County.

pplication No. 10838.
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Rower Eaxrdin, for the Applicent. &, j{aﬁ%?]
{ ‘j.

Serborn & Roekl, and Delancey Snithk, oy
E. Z. Sanborn, for tie Sierrs Ralilway
Co., Protestant.

J. 3. Curtin, for Standard Iuuber Coxpany,
Protestant, .

3Y TEE COMISSION:
ORINIOQOX

This 48 ¢ petition of Tuolumze Comuty to coxstruct 2
crossing at grade over the tracks of the Sierra Railwsy Company
rear Stonferd, brought under the provisionz of Section 2694 of
the Political Code. L public hearing wac held before Exsmizer
Austin in the Board of Supervisors’ room of the Tuolumne County
COuit'Eouse at Sonmora, Culifornis, April 21, 1925.

Counsel foxr both Standard anﬁer Company axd for Sierra
Reilway Company of Californis objected to proceeling witk ke
application dy reason of e misstatement of fact Iz the petitiom
for appointment of viewers. The petition alleges troet thé names
of the persons, f£irms or corporations over whose lend Seid pro~
posed roed 42 located are as followe: Sylvester Fitzpatrick;
Sierre Reilwey Company of Californis, & railroad corporation;

Stendard Lumber Compary, a corporation; all of whon were sServed
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with & notice of hearing oy this Commission. The repor?t of the
viewers rocolved in evidence ctates that Sylvester FPitzpatrick iz
not now an owaner of lend over which the proposed road iz loceted,

ze heving graated hlis land to Salvatore Cavaliere and wife, who

are now the owners. It therefore appears that the potition Lox

appointment of viewers f£iled with thic Commission is in error iz
that particular.

The townsite of Standard lies gpproxirmetely f£ive ziles
east 02 the County Seat, Sonora. To reach Standard fLfrom Sonorxs
oze travels the lfono Eighwey, & lateral of the State Highwsy Sys~
tem, oazterly from Sonors to Sulliven’s Creek. Zrom this point
two roasbc are avalilable ~ one continning on the lUono road to the
o0ld Pltzpatrick residence, thence by privatq road gpproximately
three~querters of a mile zoutk to Standard; the other by taking
the soutkerly (Tuolumme) road for adbout tiree miles, thence dy
way 0% e private road northexly ebout one mile To Standard. Tke
land lyizng between the Mono Zighwey and the Tuolumne road in the
vicinity of Standaexd is practicelly ell owned oy the Standard Iunxe-
ber Compeny end ic devoted to lumbering operations. Tke luaber
company has eroctod st Standerd a general store, meat market,
hospital, rooming roucos snd o nundor of residences. Ipace Iin one
of these vuildivngz is rented to the Post 0Lfice Department £or the
Standard Post 0ffice, whickh serves the town and surrownding fsrms.
The Sierrs Railwey is located st the northerly edge of The town and
‘has estzblizheld g freigrt and passernger station for tae commnni@y.
The public school Lor the Curtis Creek School bistrict. which 4re
clubdes texritoxry outside of the Standsrd Iumber Company's noldizgs,
fe locatod at Standerd oz land donated %o the School District by

the lumber coxpany.

Thero 4s no pudlic road into Sitandard, the only means of




ontroxnce and egross to the Poct 0flice, school and ztores bolxng

by the two privato roads heretofore mentioned, which are msintained

by the Standerd Iumber Company. Tae viewers petition geeks to ez~

tadlicsn a public road into Standexd from the Lone Road, the route
being ddentical Witk the existing private roed and crossing the
Sierrz Rasilvwey at a point just west of the Stardaxd depot. There
are 20 purblic crossings over tre railway of roazds whick zerve the
came general texritory cerved by thiz private crossing, the near-
est croseing of any Xind Yoing o private Zarm ¢rossing some 3000
feet t0 the east.

Tho testimony indicatez that there are approxzimately
twelve families living along the lono Highway nort:z oL Standard
who decire to have & pudlic rosd from that highway to Stazdard in
ord_.er To Teach such public facilities az the Post 0fLfice, »udblic
sckool and railway station. It wae skhown thet during the school
seﬁson there are approximately trirty czilldren in this vicinity
who attend the Curtis School. Thisc local Traffic will constitute
the dulk of the travel on the proposged rosd, althougr in the Summer
time there is sSome Througa traffic.

Considerablo evidence wse introduced as to The probabdble
Luture developzent oX the roald cysteax with;n'the Comnvy and it
eppesrs thet this road would be more iﬁ‘the nature o0f & crocs~
connty road carrying meirnly xural traffic and 1 not expected to
develop into & through traffic road,

It avpears from testimony thet vublic convenience and
necossity justify the construction of a prdlic crossing.to Sexve
thic gencral territory at tThe presgent tize.

"he road 4g laid out across the Sierxra Zallway at a

porticularly wndesireble point as rogards reilroad traffic. The

Sierrs ZRailway 15 used fointly vy the Standard Iumber Company Lrom
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Standard to0 Ralph's Stetion (esst oL Standard) Lor the purpose
of handling loggiﬁg trains Irom the mountainc above Ralph’s Sta-

tion 10 the Company’s mill at Standard. Taese 1ogsing-trd&ne are
brought into a siding at Standerd east of the proposed crossing
where they are cut into zeveral sections whickh later are becked
over the croseging to the log pond, the empty cars then beingv
brought back To the siding. This necessitates approximately six
movements over the cxroscsing Zor each train. [he round-touse ror
the luxber company locomotives is located west of the crossing

20 that a number of light ongine movementzs are a2l nKOCeESEary.
Thiz trellic moves only during the Summer logeirg season, wsuclly

between April and November. Tre Sierre Reilwey Company operatés

daily two vassenger trainz and four freight trainz, as well as

the necessary switching movements for 4tz station. It 4= estimp‘
etod that thoere are Lifty train movemezts & day over this ¢rogsge
ing during tae Suummex morthes and twenty movements ver day during
the Winter montihs. As trese movements are made iIn yard limits,
they must, by Slerra Relilwey Compeny’s :ules, ve made ﬁnﬁer con-
trol and thexefore at low rates of zpeed.

The railway compaxny’s Chief Engineer testified that
dovelopmont of tThe lumber company’s plant and the reilroald conm-
vany's traffic had reacaed o pbinx waexre 1t would 30012 be neces~
8ory to Linetall a second track at this point in order to facilitate
switching novementss This domwble track, in coﬁjunction'with the
back~up switching movoments, presents a subctantial hazaré to
veniculaxr traffic.

It waz teafified that the zighway tralfic is light arnd,
28 2avovo menzioned. nrizncipally local. Xo osztimate ac t0 tho vol=-
vne of this traffic wes made.

AT tae point of c¢crossing the Siexrre Rallway ic oan a




three per cent grade dezcending towsrl the west. The rosd ap=

proeca from the noéth ie epproximately cix por cent uphill toward

the track. 0n the south side of the track the road i approximate~

1y lovel. The views are good except at the northeast corner of

the intersection wkere an embankment coxpletely obstructs the view

oX 2 soutkibound autoist until withirn thirty feet of theo crocsing.
Tae xeporf ol trhe viewers contains these ctatements:

"The Stenderd Lumber Company alzo stetes tiet should
they, for sny roazon, ever c¢lose the present rosd, then
They would khave another road constructed 4o take the placo
02 The prezeont roal, iz £act, & zurvey hes doen made Tor
suca & road, the locetion of whkich 1c zhown on the accom=
rauying nep aund nrorked 'Standard Provosed New Ro2d'. This
road would be a level xgilroad crossing road with a viow
Dot ways alorg the rallroad of aboumt 200 feot.

Zstimated Cost of Standexd 2roposed 202d:
30&&0“....-ll....'...l......’l...-‘.-. $2,50°.00
Concrete Bridge N0. 1 cveveesccenccees 1,000.00
Concrete Bridgo 0. 2 cevevccvencanase 1,000.00
msht O.f W&Y %5 a‘c’ 8.1'. S:\;lOO) LR I B N W 500.00

$5,000,00 ™
"The Ztenderd Iumber Coxpany promose to coastruct &
new road, 28 SLOWR on map, and meintein it 9t thelir own
expense, Thls road would sServe the zame purpose as preos~
ent road and would z2gve & much better railrosd crozsing

than tke preseat one. There would be an improvement also .

iz the gradez of thic roald altzough in the preseat roed
they are not ezcessive.™

This propoged 708l crosses the Sierra Railway et a
roint some 2500 feet eact of the depot and approximately 300
feet wost of the Stendard yaxrd limit. At this point the rallrosd
treffic Ls very materislly reduced, consisting of 18 movements
during the Summer months and 6 movements during the Winter monthe.
Dhe approeck views at this locetion are Lairly good. Thore is =
private Zarm crossing 600 Lfeet east 0f this proposed crossing

whick iz sTill better as Zar ec physical characteristics sre cone

cerneld and which hes the seme nuxber of railroad movexments over it.

Toe kazsrd at eithor of these crocsings {5 matorially less then at

the location applied for in thiz proceeding.,

In their report the viewers oxpreoss the opinion that the
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present road should 1ot ve alopted as The County road without oon-
structing an wnderground ¢rossing. The cost of 3zuch a separxation
was estimeted at $16,750.00 by the County Engineer and at $20,000.00
7 the Railﬁay'zngineer. Testinony oL the Commission’s engizeer
was that the traffic over the proposed road wonld 1ot be sufficient
t0 Justify the cost of 2 grade Zeparation.

After cnreful considexation of all of the ovidence, we
conclude that pubdblic convenlience and necessity require tre con-
struction of a pudvlic crossiﬁg over the Siexra Rellway Company's
tracks in the genexal vicinity of Standsaxld, that the cxozsing as
eppliecd for 4c umiuly hazerdous, that the cozt of g grede separa~
tion is such as to not warrant its ;onstruction and That other Lo=
cations are available Lor the crossing where the hazard iz much re-
dmced and waere no grede separation will be required. Furthermore,

in viow oL the errozeons 2tatemonts respecting tho names of the

lapl owrners contained Iin the petition filed with the Board of Sup-

ervicors, it iz epvarent that any action waich this Commission
nigat now take in the matter would only invite protracted litiga-
tion. We axe of'tho opinion, therefore, thot this proceelinrg
should be &ismissed without prejuiice o suck other proceeding

as may de brought t0 estsblisk s crossing at & more suitadle point.

0EDER
The Zoard of Supexrvigors of Tuoluwmne County having 2iled
wile this Commission unler the provisions ¢f Sectior 2694 of the
Political Code of Cslifornis & certified copy of a petition of
free~holders of said County for the construction of & certein road,

together with a certified copy of the order of the 3oard of Supexr~

visoxe appointing viewers to view 3248 roald, which »0ad orosses

the track ard right of way of Sierra Railway Company near Standaxd,

8 public hearing having been neld, the Commiszion being spprised
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of the factz, the mstter being unfer submission and ready Zor de~

cislon, trexrefore
IT IS ZERESY OZDERED that the above-entitled proceeding

be and it i3 hereby dismissed witkout prejudice.
The effective dete of thic order saell be twenty (20)

days from the date hereof.,
Dated st San Prancicco, Celilornia, this g &ay of

Q;Mq_..- ‘ , 1925.

%M%A A PO |

=7

J/@Wg
.%5 =

Comniscioners.




