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In the Mutter oL Yac ...pp'.’..ice.‘.:ion ol
2o0orld of Supervisors O the Lownty
of Starnislons for & crossing over

The sichison, Topcka & Ssnva Fe Ruil-
way CompanyTs right of wuy adous
taree~fourths of o zile zsoutzenst of
Znpire, Coliforzic.

Lypplicetion To. 10E7C.

CUPPAES PR PSP Y e

« E. 2l0n, Zor tne County of Stanisluuc.

J. W. Walker, Zor Tne iNcalison, Topeki tml Swnis Te
. 2o ilwey Connary. :

ZY TEZE COLIIESIoN:

L=2E28:

In %t2is Gepplication the County o Stanislaus reguests
authori‘.:y 4o open Zor pudblic usec a road crossing ot grade over
the track of The Atchigon, Topeke sné Sonta Fe Rollwuy Company
at o point chout threc-fourths of o mile coutheast of vhe Towma

2 Zmpire iz vhat Couavty.

A public neoring was held ob llodecto ox oy 11, 1923,

ire vioe nain Xize vrack of Ik
itehison, Topeke wnd St Redlwey Company exbends iz
general nortierly & sovtherly Gircetion passing through tze
“own oxnd ¢rossing the Quolumpme River on o
nile couth of the railro:
ecroczed by an ipportant ensv

waterfond Highwoy cornecting Modesto,

-




Towz o Waterferd, scverzl miles ¢ toe rallroal. Taic
& L5 povel and the crocsing ot Zop! is protecteld by axm Lute-
vic flagnun. Cozneeting with this r ov Zppire aad extending

soubhward parallel to anl ok the westerly cide ¢f the railroad is

an wmpaveld county road lealing to Eughson, & cnull Uown oxn vhe

‘Sexts Te Reilroad approxinztely Louwr nmiles southeact of Empire.
Turning ewstward from thiz couwnty roeld wt 2 point vhree-
ut2 of Impire and the Waterford Tighwey
tae Sonta Te Urack over vhe Zerm ¢erossinsg
open fox pﬁblic use, thers Lg ot preosent o
privete roud serving & truct of laxd apyroximaiely 160 aeres iz
exteny Llying =5t 0f the railrocd wni znortk of thelruolumne River.
After proceeding easfward Lrom tae crossi & disvance slighily
lecs “har one-rall nile this rozd turcz ot rigat cngles ond cone
vinues northward $0 & commection witk the paved Woterlford Righ-

-

way. It Lo Yae desire of the properiy owners that this privete
roal be made 2 pudlic thoroughfare mnd to this end deels Zor the
Tight of way have been prepared dut nov yet accepvel dy the Coun-
¥, &V belng svateld that zuch neceptance is pexding on the decizion
ox vhe Commizsion ixn this prosceding.

The record chows that there azre now two Cwellinss along

N

“ae rouve of the proposed pudlic roedld axd o third waler counsirue~

tion. Tor the occupunts of these zouses the distvance to Zughson
anl points zouth ls chorvened by use o2 vhe private crossing wkica
it Lz decgized To muke public dut Lt Coes no¥ appear vhat there is
any consideradle travel to arf Zrom Eugason. Toe map introduced
by the oprlicant Zhows that the rouve ol the pronouoa public roalk
vraverces the land of sevexn owrers and that two o these percels
now Zront oz pudlic 2igawey. Travel to axt from Tupire, which Lo

the nearecst town and the neLres svation, or Vo and ILrox

the Couxnty Seat and vthe Stute Zi rodesto could use vhe
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saved Woterford roul wnl Tor most of the property the dlctuexnce
would be 4he sume or lezs Shun By the uwmpuved route over
proposed grole crozsing.
The grabe crossing of the rooll with
atcalzon, Topelko wnd Iwxva Fe Llwey fompiny
Congerous one. The gzrale of wppTonch o1 €ack o
mme 4ne view of track o the mort: it vadly obseured by the buakso
anéd coucrete hncadwalls of o syphaon of the Iolesto Ixrigation

DigtrictTs Loteral No. I which cerocsces the righe

roilroad avout 250 Leet zorva o2 the roul crocscing.

this cypaon extend adout Live Ject adove vhe ralls Lnd are dul
2ifteen feet apart, measureld across the track. Toe danks oL the

ivca extend vhack 2% the sume elevation to the right of wiy liue
and deyond. The nozaxd is further inereased dy the faoet that the
railroad 1z in cut Zrom oze to Tive feet Lz depth Tor 2 disvance
of twelve nunlrel Zeev noxvia ¢f the crossing.

Tae roilroad compeny introduceld ix evidence & chart
(itchizon, Topekz ond Sunta Te Ixhibit No. I) showing the lemgiis
6: view along Iree ' Le Zroxm vie *o_d‘ gertain dlcliunces
on each ‘ olo¥ : : thiz chory dlzc-
closzes vhabt ot no < luring 2.7 oL o dxiver’s
approsck %o 2 - - view of the track
o the north extend bveyord Z00 feet tn ¢ reuached o poixnt
hut tweaty Lecet Irom vhe cenmver lincgo 2 reilroal, or dub fil-
toen feet Zrom the actanl langer point

A conlitiozr evern nor 2 woull yresent itcell
to the driwver o0f o wvenicle
Tron the ¢ 28e & Cxriver coul f _ & point waere his
Tront wheels would be zetunlly witl
troin before nizs view of the triacl

yond 700 Zeetv, o distance wiich




howxr woulid toxe dut cight ceconds to cover.
Thae trock deccends Ironm the noxin,
cwalch the view i odscured, om a 0.33% grade. It
& distarnce of two miles zorte of tac c*o sing and o gucrier nil
coubhn ané there ore =o rectrictions oun gpeel. Lin wverzge 02 oix-
S per duy p&ss over this Wrack, oX wnich are puz-
us that mormolly travel at high rates of speed.

endel By the Qounvy vaav vae dlgtinmces shown

lroalls cxhibit referred to Vze rails and that zx op-
proaching train mou_i be visible 2bove the walls and diiek banks.
Iv cppecrs, however, that the rowol descends in each Cirection
Lrom the crossirg ond that vhe eyes of o driver opnroaching the

cing cre thaerefore considercbly dYelow the Yop of Yhe ob-

eros
svruction. Tae projection of the sypron walls zxnd Aite:r banks

wonld accoxrlingly exntirely odzcure the view of o traizn o chore
diztance morva of the sypihon.

Lpproximztely twelve zundred Zeet couth of the pro-

-
‘.

Posed crossing the railrozd crcsses vhe Tuolumie River oz 2 stecl
dridge and under vae north approach vo vals Yridge there iz anovher
private 2ol crossing. IV wos chown theb by the acqui;ition o?
‘rigat of woy and vee coxsiurugvion of twelve hunéreld fect of addi-‘
tlonzl road thisz undergrale croz ing ¢orld be uvilized and
The dulz of tae troaliic which couwlld alvinvageously uce the
crozsing would ve souvk dound the drivizg of twelve hunldrel feed
Surbhcr soudh Defore crossing the track would offer. no serions
inconvenieace to the pudlics
It wes ¢loizmed By 4he couxzty that the outlet o7 the
into the noixn county road wowld Ye more dmlgerous
0f the rond proposcd on wcoowt of the view bein
vhe »oi 1*0&& company offered to grint sull
itedhlie curves in euch d:recti$n end. reducc tne grade

T appromch.
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L dulkhead vo prevent the edge of road Lrom cliding invo
the miver dottonm would wrodedly ve roguireld wnd it would zlczso Yo
neceszary o move o windnill arnd come other improvenents on vae
properiy immediately east ol the railrcad »ight of wey, making
Yhe cost of utilizing the unaergraae erossing slighily more cosTly
“aan the grade crozzing. I an avtonatic flognan were installed
ot the grude crossing the cost ¢ vhe itwo routes would Ye aboutb
‘tae cane,

Summarizing tae Locte brousat out then it appenr
the proposed nubiic e¢roszing coulld ve used dy some Lour or Live
fexillies nmow having no PUblic ozl reachinz thelir propervy bu£
tre road wni : Be neceszary to delicate in oxder %o uti~-
~ize tac , also give thea om outlet iavo a paved
covnty road wivthouv the mecessity of crosslizg vhe vracX. .
appears that condlitions ot The ¢ te of vhe proposed grode crossizg
are such that this crocsing moaﬁa Pe wpuzually hozordous. ]

The opinton of the Commizsion, therelfore, that o pudlic grule

ing chould =0t e opemed 2% %his point, particuluriy since it
doubtiul if public zececsity reculires any cutlet Vo the zouth av

“he present time and vwhen such necescity &oez arisze iv will be
possidble to utilize the uzmder pacsc route and avoid constructing <his
hazorlous grale crossing. The presens &) avion will vherelore

be denied.
©R2EZ

Bouxd o Supervisors of thc Couxnty of slzus having

zode application To comsiruet o pudlic higawey across the vrack of

The Atckison, Topeksa end Saonmbta Fe Roilway Com
inrec-tourths of o mile zoutheast of Impire, &

beer neld, the Commissiorn Deing appriced of the

Yeing wnder cubmission and rezdy Zor decicziom,
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I7 IS ZERERY QRDZRID 4rat the applicatior of the Couwxnty

0L Ztundislaus for permiszion To construet o pudlic highway over
way of The Ltchicon, Topeko ond Suava Fe Railwey
Doint about threc-Tourths of & nile southeast of

heredy denled.

sco, Californiz, %nis 2 A ey
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