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BIFORE TZU 2LIT20.D COLZISSICN CF CTEZ S74T2 OF CJ2

In tae Lovter of the Lnplication of
The CiLTy o Zakersiield, ¢ zunicinal
¢ornoravion, for permiscion +o con-
struct & crozcing ¢f & nublic streex
over and acrocs the Agynelito 3ranca
of The Southernm Zecific Roilrosd
Compery znd Soutierz 2acilic Company
end Avckziczon, Zopexa and Swate Fe
2allway Coxpany, &t Livs intercection
with Celifornia Avenue.

Applicatiorn Jo. 10886,

In the etver o the ipnlicaticn o
2o Board of Supervicors of tae
Cornty o2 Zern, for permissior %o
construet o crozsing o2 & nubnliec
street over and 2¢ross fthae Acpraslto
Branea of the Soutaern Raciiic 2oil-
rosd Commany ond Soutaern Zocific
Company, and stecrizon, Topeks and
Sante Fe Redlway Compeny, ot ivs
intersection wivth Califorrzie ovenue.

Applicetion To. L1102,

— s e A S AP s

B. P, 2rittan, Lcsizstont City stvormey Zox <ho
City oL Bakoersfield.
We Ae NeGinm, District Attorrey Zor tae Cowavy
of Zern.
. W. Zobbs for Southern 2ocific Compexy.

BY 758 COLSIESICH:
621310

In these two spylicesions the City of Zckerziiecld ond tze
County of Zern seek permission to constructy Celifomnie Lverme &t
grede seross tae traczs of the Aspihelto Branch of tze Souwikern
Pecific Coxmpany. Thaese two apmlieations zgk for only one crossing
w;ich iz subdivided by the boundaery line detween vie two politiccl

gsubdivicions. A% the zeering nell before Zxaminor iLustin et

Bekerzfield on June 9, 1925, it was stipulated by vhe intercoted

taese two proceedings be consolidated for nearing,
evidence axd decision.

Tne testimony smowes tizat California svemie Lz tae most
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soutrerly 02 the taree immortent wide eest ond west sireets running
tarough tze City of Bekersfield, tze other two veing Truxion Avenue

and Nineteents Street. It Lz naved with 2 24 200t 2%rip of aard

pavenent Lrom "2" Strcet to Beker Street. West'of D" Streetv it iz

paved with macéd;m and east of Baker Street To toe ﬁ:oposed crossing,
it i3 unpaved and.is in pert only recently graded; in fact, eact 6:
Beker Street, tentative grodes only nave beem esteblisned.

From Osk Street %o Baker Street, Caliornic Averue lies
entirely in tze city limite of Bazersfield; Lrom Bgker Street to
Washington Avenue, walcz intersectcs Califomie Lvenue st right
axglez some six hundred Lect east of tae p10posed croséing, 2elc]
norts n8lf of Californis Avemwe is within the civy ‘limits; tie souta
half veing in the unincorvorated portion of Zern County. &zt of
Washingeon avenue, Celifornis Avenue ic entirely uwnder tre Juriz-
di¢tion of +the Suvpervicsors of Zern Cownty. In Q similay mennex,
the easterly city limit line of Bakzersfield bizects Washington
Avemue lorgitudinally xortk of Califorxic Street. Soutk of
California Avenve Wasaington Lvenue lies entirely outzide the city
lirids. Thet portion of CaoliZornie Strect Irom Washington Avenue
on the east To the Aspaclto Branca on tze west Lzs not been dedi-
cated %0 public use and iz not open %o iravel. It it dedicated ond
open to travel Best of Washington Lvenume to the crossing of the
sect Side Canal, and i not open to travel Irox the conel crossing
eact to the higeway, a distunce of about eigiot aundred feet. I
the proposed crocsing were opened, Califorznie Averme could be con-
strucved east of the croscing amé it would then commect 3eckercfield
With tke Tchechapi Eighwey by a direct route, but in order to got
tne full vernefit ¢f thiszs route, it L5 necessery that Califormis

avexue e paved its full lengtk.
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Truzton Averue i: perallel with anéd £ive blocks north o
Californis Avenue. It enters the Tehachepl Zigewsy, weica is sd-
Jacent and parallel To the south right of way line of +the Southorn
Tecific main line vo Los Angeles, Detween the two legs of the VWye
conmecting vhe Southern ZFacilfic msin line to its Asphelto Zranch.

In addi:ion t0 these two crossings, Truxton Avenue crosszes *ne
mein line of the Sante Fe in o common intersection with Zurexa
Street. 2nis crossing 13 at an angle of 25 degrees and twe switckhes,
one for a pacesing treck end the ovher for a spur track, teke 022 the
main line neur the center of thlc common intersection. ™Mais crogs-
ing, although protected by an autoﬁatic flagman, »resents more Than
the usuel nazard on sccount of tie acute gngle of intersection bot-
ween vre streets end the reilrosd. The Truxton iAverue route iz in-
Zoexioxr Vo the Czlifornie Avenue route, as vie lctter con m2Xe use
0f tre propoced TUnion iLvenue subway when Tae lattor is constructod,
end will tken zave but the one grade crossing as ¢compared to taree
crossings on the other route.
Tinetveenth Street, the talird importsat wide ecast aﬁd wese
wroet in Zoxersfield, runs ezzt e far ac Tnion Avenue whore it
continues under tae name oL Park Street for two dlocks snd turns

10 Grove Street. Nineteonth Street is the mrincinel ocast amd west

ousiness svreet of Sekersfield, snd is the route ¢f Yhc Street cars
3

betweon Bexerzfield and Zost Bouzersfield (formerly Zern City). The
Street carc line terminates st The Southein aelific stevion near o
corner ol Ssxer Street and Summer Street adbout two blockzs rorita of

Grove Street cnd six dLlocxks east of Tnion Averwe. Tre interseciion

of Surmer Street and Beker Street is the princinal bdusiness corner

'v~r.~-°

cerglield end 15 &6 ¢ the 2cker Street cros@inU st

2ie¢ Fexrds Sumer Street Tuns aloxz g




the coutnerly c£ide of vhae Soutnermn Poeific 7yards and ontorz ozt
Truxton Avenue & saort distunce wost of treo Wyo track of ihe
Soutkern 2acific Acpazlto ' The route vie Sumner, Boker,
Grove wnd Ninetecntz Streets is the one followed by the greater
portion of tho trevel in ond out of 2ekersfield via the Tehachapi
Eigaway; probedly for “tae resson taat tals i3 the only route st
present 2vlly paved. It ic not &= convenlient = route for Bokersficld
nroper ae Truxton Avenume or Colifornia ALvenue wonld be, 4L eithoxr

0L the latter were completely peved foxr taeir £ull length, as it

iz more round adbout. It wes testified vhet traffic wez o0lten zeld
wp on this route et 3oker Street on accountv of the zvorying 0L the
flow and the piling wp of Baker Street traffic crossing the Soutezern
Pocilic yaxrds. Dhe Summer Street »route, like tae Truxicn iLvenne
route, crozces voth legs 0L the Asphelto Sranch cnd the Sante Fe.
Trere ore, nowever, four Sonte Fe tracks acrose Sumner Street
compared to two on Iruxton Lvenue. It was tesvified vhat the
crossing of <ae Asphalto Srench wita Truxton Avenue, waich ig the
same crossing used by Sumner Street traffic, Is blocked at times

oy long drags of oil cars Irom the oil fields entering Tt yard.

Lz the Colifornie Lvenue crossing, ac proposed, will de zbout

1700 feet awey from tae Truxton Avenue crossing, traine of 40 cars
or less waen entering the ekersfield yard will mot dloek Colilornis
Averue.

Tre City Zrgineer vectilied +that Colifornia Avenue could
be traveled if the nroposed croscing were opencd, even if Thad
portion of the Avenue east o Wasaington Avenue remeined unim-
proved sz treffic could turn narth on Washington Lvenue W the
intersection of Truxton Avenue snd the Tezackepi Sigaway. Tals

route, however, would regquire o 90-degree wrxn, one 107-degree
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turn und two crocsings of the eusterly UWye tracz of thoe Asphelto
Branch waile negotleting vac letter turzn, all of walch are very ob-
Jecviongble from z treffic stendpoint. Tnese ohjectiorsbvle features
would eliminete the superiority of the Cazliformie Lvemme route over
Tze two alrecdy in use.

IZ Califormise Avenue be not inmproved esst of Wesaington
Street, the proposed crossing would be of litdle uze Vo rezildenics
of the nor<a aalves of Sections 33 and 34 whick lie on tae smth
cide of the Lvenue, 22 sueh residents now nhave gn outlet west
eeross tize reilroad on County Road Yo. 252 (Lewson St. ox Potomac
Lvenwe) ond two outlets north W the higawey vie Weskington ivenue
and "t; Ternon Lverue. i+t would, however, ofler zome conveniexnce
t¢ children in These two sections wao sttend the Lincolxn Scaool,
welch L5 located on Doléres Street, nelf way vetween Califomia aond
Truxton iverues. Ihe testimony saows, 2owever, thet tYoe CAty of
Bekersfield provoses to peve Califorria Avenue acs
Washihgton Lvenue cnd the County of Zerm, vhroung
testilied that LT Lintends 0 open snd neve Celifornis Avenue esst
of Wesningvon Avenue within a reasonsbvle time, provided theze ap-
plications be granted.

Tre prbposea crocsing will be across four trecks; Zrom esst
To wezt they are in oxrder: tie rubvish syur, Tae meln track, storage
cpur aud a privetely owzed siding. The main srack ard storage
tracZz are seven or eight Leet aizzer then the surrownding land azl
duzp vrack and zboul taree Zeet aigher then the privete =1ding.

Grades o2 approech can ve instellod on four ver cemt zrades dut taey

will require good sized Zillc on cech side of the vracks. The pri-

vate sidirg L8 on o twenty-Live £00% striv of lend mar
Jacent to the reilroad right-0f~wey 1linc. Soush of Cslifornie LTonTe

1t pasces across & %hi
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walek parclielec tiae ivenue. AT ore Time the ralls of the storage
cour extended cozplotely serose Califormls Lvonue, dut now they
projeet about half woy zeross tae Avexme duc Y0 treinmen runmning
over tie gpur snd duaping cars iz Rzere are four
reguler zain line movements cover 3 delilye

In oxder vo construet & soticlectory crossing, .4t will de

necescary vo relse sll four ¢f voe tracks 1o the zsane elevation.

Taic will require the roising o2 the two outside tracks faoo

Soveral aundred feet on each side 0f tke eroseing. Soutzorn
Pocific Compeny hzg been gredunlly raising sll of txse tracks
vitn rudbich and would in time nrobably hove <then complotely
roised scross the Avenus. TUnder tae cireumstences, it Seems rea-
waiz porvion of the ¢ost of constructing tae
T0 Toe reilroed company. Cers will be stored on voia
The crozsing , sed witness for Southerz Racific Commaxy .
vectified that un autometic flagmen wonléd, +herofore, be desir-
avle for vae provection of vhe puvlic in cose tiae application iz
granted and the croscing constructed.
Taoe Southgrn 2ecific Cormneny suomritved en octinute of
ze cost of the proposed erocsing, exclusive of fthe esxrtia approuches
and vae peving thereon.- Tnic eztvimete wes %tae only oze introduced
at the zesxing and no ovjection wes made ©o the ostimate VY oi<taer
oL tre apnlicantc. The estimete is as Zollows:
Reanbilitote 4 tracks end plank crozsing )
0 Leetr wide, way200.
laving vetween tracks, 600.
Roice +trestle on »rivate track, L,000.

Rodce tracke to common level, 750.
sutenatic flegman insctalled, -700.

¥4, 250,
Lfver giving cereful consideration to ell of the testimony,

1% epprears thet 41 WAll be in tize public interest to open Califernis
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Averue at grede across tae Aspaalto Zranch of tre Southern lacific
Comvany, providing the Lvenue ic opcned +wo Travel by tre applicants
from tze Asphalto Eranch east to the Tehachapi Zigaway =nd paved
fron Baker Street east to the Tecaacrapl ZighwsTy, £0 that thiz oxten-
2lon x8y vecome part of a direct route from the righway into
Bakersfield. Without this extension and paving 4he CaliZornia

Lveme route would be 1ittle or 1o doiter then cxdsting routes. Tho
application szould be granted sudbject T0 the apylicants opening exndéd
yaving the oxtension witnin s reasonodle poxiod. If thls Lxprovenont

iz not carried out vae authority saould lapse.

The City of Beokersiiold and the Countvy of Xern having Ziled
applications for perxission o0 cometruet Colifornie Lvenue ot grade
eeross tae vracks 02 ‘the 4Acspaslte 3raven of the Southern 2ecific
Company, & pwolic nearing zeving been held, <tze Commission beizg
epprized of The Zacts, the meitler being under svoxission ahd reedy
for decision,

IS ZERIBY POUND AS AL Fall, +that public convenience and
neceasity reguire %ne esteblicament o2 o wudblic crossing &t grede
atv vie point agvove indicated, Aif and wiaen Celifornia Lvenue i:s
opened to nublic Uravel and waved froz Baker Streetv cast Yo tho
Tehachopl Eighway snd not otaerwice: <trerefore,

I2 IS5 ZZREZY CEROZERED, tihet permiczcion arxd zuthori ¥y be axd

4% iz neredy sranted to the City of Zaxersfield and to +tze 2oard of

Suporvisors of tae Comnvy o ZXerm, State of Ccliformiz, 40 con-

struct Californiz Avexme et grede scyoss the trecis of the Asphelio
Broaca of the Soutzern Pacific Compery 2: follows:
Beginning 2t & point in the nortaerly line of

Celifornie Avexme wiere the zeme iz intersected by
tho wesverly rigat of way line of ke Aspazlto
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Branch of the Southerm Pacific Railroald and running thence
soutawesterly along said right of way line %o the southerly
lize of California Avenue; thexnce easterly along the southerly
line of Californic Avepue $0 its intersection with the easterly
right of way lirce ¢f said Aspholto Branch oL the Southern Poci-
fi0 Railroad; thence northezsterly along said easterly right
_o% wey line to the nmorthexly lize oZf Celifornis Avenue; themce
westorly along the northerly line of California Averue to the
said westerly right of way line of said Asphalto Branch of
the Southern Pacific Railroal and the poinz of beg:.nning.z
and as showz Dy the map and profile morked I =X =69 amd I - & = 70
ant attached to the application, sail 6rossings to be constructed
subject to the following comditions, namely:

(1) The authority herein granted sbhall be eZfective only
upon The pe.v.’z:r:e: of Californis Avenue withk a roadway not lezz than
twenty-four (24) feet in width Lrom Baker Street east to the
Tehachapi Eighway. |

(2) The extire expense of constructing the crossing,
exclusive 6::.ra.1.-zing the railroald Tracks to an oven elevation with
the branch line main track, zhall be borze equally by the appli-
cants. The cost of raising the rallrosld yard and industry tracks
To an even elevation with the branch line main track shall be dorne
by Soutbern Pacific Company. Tke cost of its maintenance up %o
lizes two (2) feet outside oFf the outside rails shall be borze e-
qually by fhé applicants. The maintenance of that portion ¢f the
crossing between lines two (2) Leet outside of the outside rails
shall de borme dy Southerz facitic Comprnty s

(3) An automatic flagnan shall de installed Lor the pro-
tection,o:t“ sé.ia crossing at the sole expense of applicants, said auto-
matic Tlagman to be of a type and izsgtalled in accordance witkh plans
or data approveld by the Commission. The maintenance of sald Llsgman
shell de dorme by Southern Pacific Company. |

(4) T™he crossing shall be constructed of a width not less

thex twent&-rou: (24) Teet and at an sngle Of Seventy-three (73)

dogrees to the ra.ilroa.d. anl with grades oL approachk not greaégr.tban

four (4) per cent; shall be protected dy & suitadble crossing sign

axd shell in every way be made safe for the passage thereon of vehicles

" ’
2560

-8~




and other roald traffioc.

(5) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days therearfter,
notiZy this Commission, im writing, of the completion of the
ins'calla.tion of said cross

(6) It said orosoing shall not have been installed within
two years ::z'ém the date of this order, the authorization herein
grented shall-then lapse and become void, unless further tize is
granted by subsequent order. '

(7) The Commizsion reserves the right to make such fur-

ther orderé ielative to the location, construstion, opexration,

me.irtenance and protection of sall erossing 23 to it may seenm
right and proper and to revoke its pgmission iZ, in {t3 Judgmexnt,
the public convenience ard mecessity demand such action.

The authority herein granted shall vecome effective on
the date hereof.

Deted at Sen Framcisco, California, tiis . /f /K tay of
July, 1925.

COLomne.,
‘%m/zs—ﬁ
M%

Lonmissioners.




