Decision Xo. 42 EQ.’-

BEFCRE TEE RAIIRQAD COMMISSION OF THE STLTE OF CALIFORYNIA

In the Matter of the Application of ).
AUTO TRANSIT COMPANY, a2 Californie. )
corporation, for a cexrtificate of } Applicatiorn Xo«l0483
pudlic converience anf nmecessity to ) '
consolidate certain operstive rights )
and operate same a3 one system. )

Jo Ze Me Cuxdy, for Applicant,
Zdw,. Stern for Americar Railway Express Compeny,
. Protestant, , . :
Warren E. Iibbey and Chas 4. Beck, by Ches. A.
Beck, Lox Pickwic; Stages, Northern Division,
rotestant. .

BY TEE COMMISSION -

CPIXNIOX

In this proceeding 4duvto Transit Compeny, 8 coxrporation,
seeks a certificate of pudblic convenience and necessity anthore
izing 1% to consolidate its operetive rights and to conduct
the same 23 ome mnified systenm. In gereral, applicant
regueats permission to establish service Zor the transportation
of passengers and express packeges as & comon ca:xie&, between
San Franclisco and Santa Crmz, vis Sunnyvele and Saratoga; be -
tween Sanmta Cruz and Momterey: and between Wetsonville and )
Eollister, via Chittenden, Castroville and Salinss. It is
alleged the® the comsolifation Will better ezable spplicant to
3erve the public by rendering such throughk and local service
as may be required; sné that it will resmlt in red.uced'opera‘aing
costs, which skouwld a2%oct the rates now charged to the ytraveling
public.

A public hearing wes Zeld before Zxaminer Austin at
Sen Francisco on April 7, 1925, when evidence was offered, the

zatter was duly swbmitted, ard it 48 now resdy Zor decision.




The operative righits now owned by the applicant, and
herein sought to be consolidated are as followa;

1- The right %o operate an automobile stage line a8 a
common carrier of pé.ssense:s betweer San IFrancisco and Santa
Cruz and intermediate points, subject to the limitation that
no looal businezs sball de handled by applicant horein betweex
Uonlo Park or Camp Froxont and Saxn Fraucisco unless tThere are
vacant seats in its “a.u:tomobiles, vihich are not regquired Dy
throungh passengers detwesn Santa Cruz and. Sexn E‘ra:ncisco,) and
that 2o local rums or service may be established between Menlo
Park or Cemp Fremont and San Framcisco.

The rou.té followed by a.m;lﬁ.ca:m: in conducting this ser-
vice 43 not skowrn in the decision granting a certificate for
this operative right, dut it appears Lrox '.‘:he' instant appli-
cation and the record herein that the line 1o oﬁem‘:e& via
Sunnymle and Saratoga.

L certificate for this service was graxted o Auto Transit

compa:ay by thiz Commission's Decision J0.5900, sn Application
No.3669, dated November &, "1918. ‘

2= The xight to opersate an automobile passenger stage
service between Santa Cruz snd Selimes via Watsonville, sorving
a3 intexmoeliate poin";s, Soquel, 4Aptos, ::‘reedom, Watsonville,
loss and Castroville; a2rd in connsction t_herewith.,'" The Tight
to opexrate an automobile passenger stage service between
Cagtroville and lonterey, soﬁmg 23 intermediate points,
Xeponset, Marins, Gigling ard Del Monts.

& cortificate covering the route bthéen Sents Cruz and
Salinas via Watsonville was originally granted to Joxn Nelson
and George E. Harter by this Commission’s Decision 'Ko.7'550',

_on 4pplication Nos.5586 and 5587, decided May 10, 1920. - Both
Feleon and Eartor were guthorized by this decision to operate
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Independontly of each other over the same route.

2y the COmmission’s Decigion N0.8844, on Application
Xo 6464 dated April 9 1921, Xelsoxr and Harter, respectively,
were authorized to operato the line be‘.;woen Casztroville and
Monterey in copnection With their oxisting service betweoon
Santa Cruz and Salinas. |

The operative rights above described zeld by Nelson and
Earter were transferred to C. L. Simonds and O. . Moon, pur-
suant to authority 5::9.:11:06. »y this Commission’s Decialon X0.10137,
on Lpplication No.7599, ted Pedruaxry 27, 1922.

Subesequantly Simonds and I.Ioon, wWho had operated this lize
under the Lictitious name of Coast Trazsit Company, wore per-
mitted to transfer their opere.tive rish'ts to Auto Transit Com~
nany, a:oplica.nt herein, 'oursmt Yo autkor ity grantod by this
Commission’s Decision Xo.13,313 on Application 5049207, dated
Jnly 18, 1924

3= The righ%t %o operate am automotive atage line as &
common carriexr of passengers and express packages betweon '
Watsonville and Eollister, vis dromas, Chittenden and San .Tw;n.‘_

A certificate for this service was gronted to J. S. Fickola
(wko conducted the line wnder the Zictitious mame of Red Star
iuto Stage Line) by tiais Commission’s chisioz Xo.13,502, on
ipplication Ko.10,014, dated Mey 1, 1924

By this Comuission’s Decision No.13,813, ‘suprs, Bickols,
operating as the Red Star Anto Stage I.ing; was suthorized to
transfer this opeiatiie riéht to Auto Transit Coxpany, applicant
herein. )

In Decision 50413,81%, the Commission expressly declined
- %o pe*mit a consolidation 0f the operative rights therein
suthorized to be acquired by Luto Transit Company fron O. L.
Moon anf C. L. Simomés, and fi'om;.S.mckols,,respoctiv’ély. In
the po:;d.ingﬁ.ppii.cation, to Tremsit Compony seeks a consoli-
dation 02 21l the operative righ ts which have veen describeode.




At the hearing applicent called & number of witnesses,
inecluding 1ts own officors apd employes, and 8tage operators
copnected with other lines, who descrided the convenience to the
public and the operating ecoromies sttondant wpon the .comsolidation
of applicant’s systex.

re G. He Eiggina, President and Manager oL Auto Transit
Company, testiflied that iﬁqmioa were received daily ::rém the
Public regarding through service, and that passengers expressed
a desire to avoid transfers enroute.By reason of the elimination
oL the necassity fLor transfers enroute the proposed consolmi:ion
will be & grest comvenience to vacationists, sight-seers, toarists
and saleamen, carried over aspplicant's line. 4T resent it is
reces38axry %o chkenge ¢ars at Santa Cruz, Watsozmville ani Castroville.
Furthermors, it Wwill result in operating economies, such 88 &
reduction in the mumber of cars operated and a saving in accomnting,
which Will be reflected in & reduction of the rates. The traffic
over applicant’s lines is heeviest on the route bdetween San Prancisco
axd Seuta Cruz, via Los Gatoa.  The fares shown in the statement
(Exhibit L) accompan&ing “the application will de adopted for the
consolidated service:; 8o far ss possidle the presont time schednles
will be followed, there being no intentior of expaniing or abandon-
ing any of the existing operative rights; and a.pblican’c'will con -
tinue The use of its vresent eau_pment witk such a.d.ditioml cars
as the sorvice ma.y rean.ire.

Applicant’s ti&et agent at San Francisco. e Ie Qo Smeltzer
toatified that he receivod £requent inquiries from tie pu.blic rels-
tive %o *'t;hrough gervice, and that when informed That transfers woré
necessary, maxy people inguired as to thxough service over other
lines. Similar testimony was given dy Mr. J.S. Fickols, formerly
owmer of the Red Ster Line and now a stockholder and employee of
applicant. Me.ny passenge:a he stated, preferred other lonser

routes at h.:!.gher fares, waere trs.nafers onrouto wore e.voided.

his Judgment the unification of the gyatem will rozult in & saving




of from 10 to 50 percent. As economies to be offected he mentioned
the centralization of ropair work in one shop, lower o2fice ox -
poxses, less equipment, and a roeduction inthe number of drivers.

To the seme e"’:ﬁoct wa.a. the testimony of Mr. 0. 4. Moon and }r. C.I.
Simonds, fomerly owners o:‘! the operative righkt between Seuts sz
Salines a.nd. Monterey, and now employed by applicant. Pranafors

at Junection pointe, it was stated, sometimes resulted in loss of
baggage, and caused frequent complai:n‘ca amoys pasgengers dwe %o
their obtaining less desirable seats in the stages. Mr. Joseph 2.
Held, President and General Mansger of Peerless Stages, operating
out of Oalﬂ.a.r;d and Mr. 0. L. Swett, an e:v:oerienéed stage opm.tor
both testified genm:a.lly 28 to the oconomiea and pn.blic advantages ’
regulting irom consolidation.

The granting of thia zpplication was protested ‘by Pickwick
Stages Systen and A.merica.n Rallway 2xpress COmpa.ny. The latter,
howwer, withdrew its protest upon the stipnlation of ﬁpplican':
that it sought .no expresas rights additional %o “hose it now owned.

Upon cross examingtion of applicant'’s witneasses, comnsel Lor
Pickwick Stages System: elicited adm.iaaians that the most direot
route from Sen Prancisco to Eollister is by way o San Jose ant
San Jusn; 8130 that thore is o great public need foxr ‘:hl.rough.’
aervice +to Hellimter or Sa.lina... via Sax;.ta. Cruz. This protestant
also submitted a statement showirg a compsz-ison of the rom trip
axd ore way fares, and time schedules of applicant and yrotestan‘
rospectixely, between San Francisco and Monterey, Selinas, San Juan
and Bollister.  This indicates that in some instances the Zares

of protestant are substantislly higher than those of applicant,
but the rmuning time is nearly the aame. 'A
Trom the recoxrd in this case, we believe that applicant shonld

be suthorized vo consolidate its lines with respect to the oper -

ation of passenger service. Zowevexr, in view of applicant’s stipu-

dlation, its oxpress xights will hot de extended.
Ry




TUpon Lull consideration of the evidence, we saxre of the
opinion axnd hereby f£ind as'a fact that pudlic convenience and
necessity require the consolidation and uwnification of The op~
erative xights of Auto Traunsit Company, & corporation, and the
operation, as éne undfied syestem, of through sorvice Lor The
traneporvation of passengers between all the Ternmini and inter-
mediate points, served by ard along its present several routes,
whick routes are as follows: |

1. Betwcen San Framcisco snd Santa Cruz exnd intermediate
points, m' Snnnyvs.ie a.nd. Saratoga, sﬁ.bject to The limitetion
thet 10 local business shall be handled by spplicent betweon
Mezlo Park and Sen Fraxcisco unlecs there are vacart seats in
ita antomobiles, which sests are not required by through passergers
between Sante Cruz and San FPranciseo, and that no loecal runs or
sorvice exe, or i3, hereby autiorized or may be established Detween
Nenlo Park apd San Fraucisco; operated pursuant %o authority
granted dy this ‘COmz:.:iasion's Docizion Fo45900 on Application Jo.3669,
dated November 4, 1918. T ~ -

2. Between Sante Cruz and Saliras via Watsonville, sexving -
as intermediate poiﬁtaz,; Soquel, Aptos, Freedon, Watsonville, Moss
and Castroviile; and in commection therewith, between Castroville
snd MNonterey, serving as intermediate points, Neponset, Marins,
Gigling and Dol Monte; operated pursuaat to authority gra.ﬁtqd. by
this Commission’s Decisior J0.13,813, on Application No.9907,
dated July 18, 1924. “ ’

3. Between Watsoxnville and Eollister, vie Aromes, Chittenden
and Sen Juen;. operated pursuant to authority granted by this Com-
migsion’s Decision Fo.1%,813, in Application X0.9907, dated July 28,
1924, " '

In view of the fact that Camp Fremont has long since been
abandoned, it is deemed u.nnoceséary to continune In effect the

1imitations wpon the handling of traffic o and f£rom that point,
. e
express /in the Coxmission’s Decicion Fo.5900, which granted to
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applicant the right to operate between San Francisco gnd Sanbe
And wpon full comsidexration of the evidence we are of the
opinion exd hereby further £ind as & fact that public conven =
’ience and necessity &0 not require the extension of the right'
to trensport express beyond or in sdditlon To the right To
transport express now neld and enjoyed by Aduto Transit Compary
in commection with its right to operate an aztomotive stage
iine as & comxon ca.:rie:; of paasexngers anld express packages be-
tween Watsonville and Hollistex, via Aromas, Chittenden and Sen
Juan, operated pursuent to authority granted dy this Commissionts .
Decision ¥0.13,813, on Application F0.9907, dated July 18;1924:
An order will be entered accordinglye '

.0 2 DR R

| 4 public heasring I:aﬂ.ns' beer held in the above entitled
application, the matter having been duly submitied, the Commis-
sion being now Lully advised, and baging itz order on The findings
of ZLact appearing in ﬁhe opmion which precedea this ordexr:

TEE RATTROAD COMISSION 0F Q5% STATS OF CATIFOXNIA hefeby
declares that public convenience and‘nééeséﬁ.{ty Toquire the con-
so0lidation and uwnificascion of the operative Xighta of Auto
Transit Company, & corporation, and the operation, a3 _6ne u.p.ified
system, 02 throughk service for tre transportation of passengers
botween all the termini axd intermediate p§img, served: by snd
along ite present several routes, whick routes sre as :follom:

1 Between Ser Frane’lsco and Sexta Cruz and intermediste

' pointe, via Suznyvale snd Ssratoga, subject to the limitation
that no locel business shall be handled by spplicant detween
Mexlo TPark and Sen Frarcisco unless there are vacant seats in
its automobiles, which seats are not required by through passen~ )
gers Yetweern Santa Crzz and San Francisco, and that 1o local runs

-




or service are, or 18, heredy autborized or may be ‘ostablished

between Menlo Paxk and San Francisco; operated pursmnt to
anthority granted by this Commission 8 Decizion N0.5900, on
Applicauion Ko.5669 datoed XNovember 4 1918. ’ .

2. 3Between Sants Cruz anld Salinaa vis Wetsoxville, ser-
ving as intemod.ia.te points, Soguel, Aptos, Freedom, Watsonville,
Moss snt Castroville; ani in comnection therewith, between
Cagtroville and Monterey, serving as invermediate poirnts,
Xeponset, Marins, Gigling and Del lonte; operated purswant o
awthority grazted dy this Cmeiasion’a Decision No.1l3,813,0n
Application No.9907, dated July 18, 1924.

3, Between Watzonville ard Zollister, vis Aromes, |
ttenden anld Ssn Juan; operated pursnant to authority srented
by this Commsi ssdon’a Decision X0.13,813, on Application T0+9907,
dated July 18, 1924.
IT IS ZEIEBY (RDIRED that & certificate of pudblic conven-
lence and necessity be, and the same is heredby granted %o
Auto Zransit Company, a corporation, ¥o consolidate ‘tho oyer -
ative rights described in the Loregoing declsration, and to
ensble it To repnder through service mnder The aforeszaid ¢onsoli-
dated operative rightse. |
IT IS FURTEER ORDERED, that said applicetion of Auto
Tronsit Compexy, insofer es it seexs permission to corsolidate
oz extenld 1ts present operative rights for the transporcatioz
oL express, be and the same 18 horedby dexnied, excepting tha.t
euthority for the carriage 02 newspapers over all the 1ines ol
applicant 23 herein authorized to be consolidated is neredy
graxted.
The authority hercin granted is subject to the Lollowing
conditions: ' |
l. Applicant herein shall £ile witk the Railrosd Commission
its written acceptance ol The certificate herein granted
within a period of not to exceel ten (10) d.ays from date
hexreodf; shall f£ile, in duplicate, variff.of rates ani Time
-Sa




schedudes within 2 period of not to exceod ten (10)
daye from date hereof, such tariff of rates and. .
time schedules to de identical with those attached
to the application herein; and ghall commence Oper-
ation of 3aid service within a yperiod o2 not %o
exceod L£ifteen (15) days Lrom date hereof.

The rights and privileges herein authorized nay
not. be discontinmed, sold, leazed, transferred zor
s3igned wnless the written consent of the Rsuilroad
Commission to suck discontinuance, sale, leaze,
transfer or assignment rae f£irst deon secured.

No vehicle ney be operated dy applicant herein
unless such vehicle is owned by said applicant or
is leased by it under a contract or agreement on a
basis satisfactory to The Railroad Commission.
G For all other purposes the effective date oZf this
order shall be twenty (20) days Lrom the date hereoZ.

Deted at San Fropeisco,Cleliformfs, this _2-2 “S~day of

July, 1925.
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