Decision No. /N A4/

SIFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF m

In the matter of the application of)
SAT JOLQUIY COUNTY Zor pemiss:!.on )
1o cross the right of way oL the ) Application No. 10991.
Southern Pacific Railroad Company )
by a public highway. )

R. C. Pardoe - San Joaguin County.
Arthur L. Levinsky - Southern Pecific Company.

3Y TEE COMAISSION:

In this application the Couwnty of San Joaquin reguests
pemi.%sion to corstruet a road crossing ot grade .over three tracks
0% the Southern Pacific Commny iz the Towm o2 Ripon, theredy |
extend.i.né; Tlrst Street t0 2 connection with the State Xighway
oeast of the track.

A public hearing was kheld at Stockiton on July 7th, 1925,
beZore Zxaminer Austin. |

There zre now three cxossirgs of puovlic roads with
tracks of Southern Pacific Company iz the Town of Ripon, ome ab
School Street near tae westerly linmits of the towa, 3 socond at
Stockton Svreet, twelve hundred feet west oL Scrool Street, con-
necting with an imporiant north axd south road and a third at
¥ain Street which is tae énief busziress street of the town and an
extension of the Menteca Road, the principal outlet to the terrl-
tory west of Ripon. School Street and Stockton Street are noxth
and soutn thoroughfares axd liairn Street extends cast and west, the
Sounthern Pacific tracks rumxing diagonslly tarocugh the towa. The

State Eighway lies parallel to and on the northeasterly side o2
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the railroad right of way and all of the crossings referred to
pernit travel between the nighway cnl the busiress district of the
town. The Main snd Stockton Street crossings are protected by
orossing hells.

First Street, the street wihiceh 1i¢ ig mroposed %o open
26ro8s the tracks is an cast apd west street, 400 feet south o2
Yein Street. It is & forty-2oo%t street extenling from Stockton
Street to the railroad right of way, o distance of 900 ZLeet, and
itz principal use is as a means of access to a recently construct-
ed milk evaporating plant a2t the e2st or railrozd end of the street.

Hlk is deliverel %o this plant in Trucks, nony ¢of which
are eguippeld witk 4railers md = coasideradle portion of the canned
milk produced is also carried away ir trucks. 2Because of the narrow
street, these trucks experience considersble &ifficwlty in turning
and to facilitale thdis turning, a portion of the property om the
opposite sile o2 the street has been gravelled and is now used Zor
the' purpose. It appears that 2o a.greener.u has ever bhHeexn made with

the owners, the Ripon Iuzdex Cmps.ny, Lor tais use of thelix lexm( aud

apparently no negoetiavions leading to such an sgreemexnt save evex:

been considered. The record shows that there are now abom: twenty
truck movements a day ixn and out of this plant and Thet nost oL Tae
milk }comes Lrom the north and east of Bipon or Irom the opposite
side 0Z %the railroad track. The trucks makizng thais delivery now
eross the tracks at eitﬁer Stockton Street or lain Street and re-
turn by the same rouve. Milk trucks Zrom the soutk and west &40 2ot
at present have to cross the 'tra.cks. By opexnirg the moposed cross-~
ing, trucks could enter the plent by the same route ag al presem;
but in departing they would c¢ross the track at the new c¢rossing and
turn directly into the State Eighway. While vthis need not incresase
the number o movements over the tracks .ror those trucks conming Lronm
the rorth and east, it does cause those Lrom the west and south to

eross twice where under existing conditions they need znot ¢ross 2%t

ell.
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Yo other olaim of public noceséity for the orossing was
edvanced, the principal witness Lor the County steting that the
crossing world not be useld by the public ss it wes 1ot needeld and
that the purpose of the crossing was %o Zacilitate the delivery of
milk %o the plent and aveid turning in a forty oot street.

The questior was raised =8 vo the possidility of reo~
arrangizg the milk receiving apparatus so that trucks could de
turned on the property of the nilk evaporating company, dut Leasg-
ivility of this suggestiorn was 2ot leteraineld at the hearing.

It w2s coxtendeld by the railrosd thet the existing
crossings in Ripon were adequate to handle all traffic and vhat
the proposed crossing 1f constructed, would Dde Yhe most hazardous
crossizg iz the towzdeceuse of_dbscu:e& view and objectionadble
&redes oX approach.

Iv is cleaxly cpparent fLrom an excmination of the evidence
that the proposed grade crossing is intexnded solely Lor the con~
venience of the milk evayorating ploxt anc The opening of such a
erossing would merely provide Lacilities for hanlling their dusiness
waickh should be taken care of or their own property. There gppeers
to de no public necessity Zor the crossing sxd the applicetion will

therefore be lQexiel. .

The County of San Joaguizn, having malde application Zor

gxn orler authorizing the coxsvruction of a public roald crossing

over the tracks of Southerr Pacific Compexny =2t Firsv Streei in
the Town of Ripon, & pudblic kearing having been held, the Con-
nission being apyrised of the facts, the matter vVeling wnlder subd-

mis3ion and ready Lox decision,




I7 IS EEREEY ORDERED that the application of the County
of San Joaquir e and it i1s heredy denie;.
p —Dated at San Francisco, (alifomie, this S’: U/ day
ot .mg’;d 1925,

Maz

V4

Lemrs CUASH

\

Commizssiorers.




