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In tho lV'.atte:- ot Esta.bli2h1:l:2& ) 
!ncre&$c~ Classiti~t1on ~atings on ) 
Ra.Uo Reoe1v'.I.llg Sets 'end. TslJdng ) 
Machines and. Ra.d1o sets Comb1ne~, as ) 
set torth in the column captione~ ) 

~Western~of Consol1dat~ C1ass1t1eat1on) 
No.4, C.X.C. 347, F.W.Gomph, Agent. ) 

CASE :NO. 2097. 

Parker UcCollester, J .:E:.Lyons, :S:.C.:sc.sh, Robert w. F:;te, 
an~ E.K.Voo~hees, tor Respondents; 
W.P.Geary, tor Railroa.d. Commission ot the State/of California.; 
Joseph C. Colquitt tor Radio J£a.nutaett:rers Assoe:i.~tion,' . 
Mtls1c Ind.ustries Che.:n'ber ot Co:::m:.eree ,Illeorpora.ted., and. others; 
I.E .Lambert, tor RaAio Corpora. tion ot Ameriea; 
seth!:Ca.nn, for San Francisco Cha:nber o'! Commerce; an~ others; 
E.W.:s:oll1::tgsworth, tor Oe-k' "'.:0.0. Chamber ot Commerce ,Protest:l.nts; 
:s: .1£.Rem1:ngton" .A.. c;. .::'3.rq'llh3.l"son, liee~ert L. ?arJ:er, W.E:.Loekwood.. 
R.F.Gittings,Jr., George A. Culbert, George J. Olsen ~d 
Fre.rJk E. J3a.tes, tor va....""'1ous other J?:'otestant~. 

SQ.UIRES, COwaSSIOm::t: 

OPINION ----------
~s case involves the prOp:-iet,y ot the Cal1!or.ni& 

intra.state elass1t1eat1on ra.t1%lgs, both carloa.o. and. less th:ln ea.:r-

loa4, ap,ly1llg to :rs.dio reee1vil:lg sets and. tal1dng :na.ch1::z.es and. 

radio sets combined., as set forth on p~e 163 , item 19, and. 

. p3ge 414, item S, in. the eo1'Wlll'l ea.ptioned. "Western" ot Consolidated. 

Class1f1e~t1on No.4, C.R.C. 347, F.W.Gomph,. Agent. 
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B"i! the publica. tio:::!. of these items 1n the Classifies. t10n 

made to become effective Feb~~ 10,1925 the~e are ~ropose~ 

ratings ot one ~~ one-hAl~ times t1rst elas3 tor radio receiVing 

sets 3Jld te.lldJ::lg m.a.ch1nes a::ld. radio zets comb1ned., in less ce:load, 

and. second. el~s, minimc.:n weight 20000 potU'lds, subject to Rale 34, 

tor those articles in carlo~. 

Ra.O,1o reeeivi:cgsets and talk1l:lg machines and ra410 

receiving sets combine~ have not heretotoro been specifically 

provid.ed. tor in the Class1!1cat1on. 

upon eom~ls.int ot va.riOUS Chambers o:t Commerce, ra.d1o 

manut~eturers and. trade assoe13.t1ons, this Co:llmission suspen4.ed. 

unti~ August 25,1925 the etfeet1ve date o! the ,ro,osed. increased. 

ratillgs. The Interstate Commerce Commission took similar a.etion 

in co:cnect1on with intersta.te trat:t1e on their Investigation and 

Suspension ~eket No.2336. 
;o1nt hearings were hel~ with the Interstate Commerce 

com:l1ss1on a.t san Francisco ua.rch 4,1925, a:c.~ s.djou:rned. hea.r1l:lgS 

at Wa.sh1:ogto:c.,:D.C. on April 7, S a.:o.o. 9,l925-. This Commission 

eO'QJ.d. not a.ppear a.t the Wa.shill8to:o. hea.r1xlgs, but wa.s ftI.r.c.1shed. 

With co,1es of the transcripts zn~ exhibits. ~e ~roeeed1ng 

h3.ving 'been brie!ed. and d.'tlJ.y S'a.bm1 tted. is now ::-ea,dy' for an 

opinion and. order. 
Both protestants 2Jl~ respondents agree th3.t, 'W:l.~er the 

elass1tie~tion now in effect, radio sets are rat&ble as electrical 

2.:pplia:c.ees not otherwise indexe~ b7 name, as per ite: ~S, ea.rr1ed. 

on' :page 164 of the Cla.ssi!iea.tioIL; less carloa.d ta.k1%lg first cl3.ss, 

3.lld ca.r~oad.s, Re s:pon~ont3 

maint~ that the ~res~t classification of electrical a.p,liances 

is not applica.ble 'nhen the radio sets a.:re equ1p:pe~ With ttlbes and. 

~oud s;peakers, tor the reasO::L that radio tubes are speci!1call7 
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ra.ted. in the C).a.~3i:tic8.tion at double !irst clAss less carlO3A. , 

and. first class, minimcm 14000 pO'Cllds, ca.rlo~ds, and. the loud 

speakers one and one-hal~ times first ele.ss less carloa.ds, and. 

second class, mi n1n:ram weight 16000 pounds carlos,(1s. 

this contention. is supported. 'by section Z, role l2,ot the CJ.a.ss1!-

ieation, w.o.ich ::ea.d.s, 1n ;part: 

"~he ch3.rge 1'or a. ~a.ck3ee eonta1n1%1g :t:roight 
of more tll3.n one class shal.l. be a.t the ra.t1x1g 
provided tor tne highest classed ~e1~t con-
tained in the, package. * * * * * ". 

Protes~ts' position is that rule ~2 is not &pp11c-

ablo and that the ratings tor electrical. appliances n.o.i.b.n. 

sho'CJ.d apply and. they' malce reference to the 1'a.ct tMt o:r:ga.:c.s and. 

pianos wit!l atta.chments eonsisting 01' drc.ms, v1011ns, etc. are 

given the organ e.:o.d piano ra.tillgS 01' :first e1&38, notw1thsta.nd1ng 

that the a.ttachments' included in the ~e package c~ s~e1t1e 

ra. tings higher thau f1rs t clus. 

It ra.e.1o roeeiv1lle sets are eleetrica.:L 3.pp11a:lees, anO. 

it he.;ppens they are so eonstrc.cted tha.t their !'Ilnet1on depends 

upon tubes and loud speakers, and the J.a.tter articles are shipped 

with the ra.e.io receiving sets, either installed or se:pa.ra.te~~ 

~acke~, the separate parts then lose ~eir 1dent1t7,and cannot be 

considered as ~thing ~t an integral ~art ot the set; there~ore, 

in line w1 th the ;pra.c tice of the carriers 1n the ha.n4J.1ng o:t such 

articles a.s pie.:loS and their a.tta.cllm.ents we !1nd substa.::a.t1aJ. 

re~sons tor being in accord with ~rotest~tsT ~ter?ret~t1on o! 

the existing less earload elassi~1cation rating ot 1'1rst el&8s 

tor the combined rad.io sets. 

~a.lki:cg m3.ehines (pho::z.ogra.phs) are ra.ted f1rst class 
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less ea.:rloaA. a:c.d second. clsss, ea.rlos.ds. 

~e less carloa.d ratillg is the same as tor eleetriea.l applieances 

not otherw1se 1nd.exed. by' name, "out tl:le carload rs.t1ng 'tor ta.lld.ne 

m3.chines 13 second. cl.s.ss, minintwn wei8ht l6000 PO'Clld3, and is higher 

tha.n the carloa.d re.t1:Dg tc::: electrical. a.ppli&.:lces, which is third 

elass, m:c.1mwc. weight ZOOOO pounds. Renee, the e:d.stil::lO rat1l:lgS 

on t::u.1d.ng. machines and radio sets combined., with or without tube s 

or loud. speakers, is first cla.ss in less- ea.rload., a..ne. second el3.ss, 

m:Snima.m weight 1.6000 pO't:llds, in carload; t!l1s under the proVisions 

ot rUle 1.8 ot the Cla.$si!1c3.t1on, which reaA3: 

" When not specifically cls.ss1t1ed., co:nbiDAtion 
a.rticles, SIleh 2.3 3. Combination Iron1:lg Board 
and Step !Adder. will be charged. a.t the rat1:zg 
tor the highest c~ssed a.~iele ot the co~ 
bina. tion. rr 

First elass less earlo&~ also applies to talking machine 

turn ta.b1.es, talking machine reeord.-ca.rry-c-:zg cases, tuking m3.ch1ne 

eabinets and talking ~hine parts n.o.i.b.:c.. ~e taJ.k1:cg me.eb.1nes 

are 1n eom.:getit1on to a gres.ter or less extent With the radio re-

eeivillg sets a:o.~ with t3J 'Idng ma.ehines ana. %'2410 sets combined. 

The coc.'binec. radio sets are const:ucted in ver:r mo.eh the sa:e 

::la:mer as the reguJ.ar ta.lld.:le machine, 3.%lA ~e::- the Fe sen.t, el2.ss-

1tieat1on are ra.ted. less ca.rload, the same ~s ta.lld.J:lg maehines. 

There was. much test1moXl3' a.:c.d. mf':JJl'3' ex.'b.1bi ts dea.lixlg with 

values per p~ ~d the weight per cubic toot. The a.verage 

vaJ.ue ot the ta.lld.J:lg machine :.n.~ ra.Uo' zet combined. 3hi1':pe4. ~om 

one ot com:pl£l.i~t t s p12.%l.ts for a. perio(l. ot six months is $10.3l 

:per cubic toot, and. $l..2J. per x~, with 3Jl a.verage o~ $.54 ~ 

per cubic foot. Ta.lk1ng mz.clliJles, aecordillg to the exh1b1ts, h2.ve 

an average value ot: $4.80 per cubie toot, 64 cents ~ :P0"CnC-, ane. 
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~ average we1ght ot 7.48 ~~ds per cubic toot. Respon~~t8 

mainta.:1n tho.t the 1::.elusio::l of 2. ratio reee1v1J:l.(> set With a. Wktng 

ma.ch1lle inerea.ses the value o'! the latter, althac.gh t:b.e:r 24mit tht.t 

the artieles eomb~e~ ~o not exeeed the value of the more ~ns1ve 

makes of talld.l:l& ms.eh1nes. Proto stants "O.rge tbA t the ad.d1 t1on. of 

the radio rece1n:cg set to the taJ 'kjDg'm.a.el:l1ne 31mp17 resaJ.te in an 

added refinement to the latter and, as hereto1'ore stated., stress 

the ta.et tbAt the re..tiDgs on orga.::.s and. p1a:c.os w1 th d.-um.s, horns 

or violins a.ttached are no higher th2n the ra.t1l:lgs given to org:u:r.s 

and ;p1e.nos • 

.A:t;. exhibit wa.s prese:l.te~ 11st1l:lg orehrestrions , 

(automa.tie ba.n~ 0::" orehestras, 1nelu~ p~7er pianos, electriC 

pianos, thea.tre oroheetras, 'Cll1t pisnos, ete., a.ll tald.ng first 

class less ea:rloa.d. rat1:ag. 

Re:terenee 1s aJ.so made to an exb.1bit showing ~:1.o1es 

liste~ "tm.e.er the ta...""'n1t'a:e groupixlgs, first Cl&ss less ca.rloaA. 

~$ list inel'CAes such bul.:k:y a.:z:ot1.cles a.s s1.deboa.rds, bu:r!ets, 

eh1ttonettes, ma.s10 cabinets, eb1!to:o.iers, btl...""ea:t:.S, couches, da.VeIl-

ports, etc. The list :night be extended., giVillg a. vast number 01' 

Q.%l&logous articles, 'but wo"O.J.d. add notl:L1%lg to the '!a.et, when con-

sidera.tion is given to the ~ light e.n~ ~ articles similar 

to raUo sets taJdng less carloa.c1 ::1rst class rates, tha:t d.1ser1m-

1n&t1on woula be ereate~ by the granting ot these propose~ ehanges. 

The inerease trom first elnss to one ~ one-halt times f1rst class 

represents & t1tty per cent ~ded ehargo. A ~OO ~~ &h1~me.nt 

!rom San Fra.ne1sco to Los .A:cgeles would. be inc:rea.se~ from S41t eents 

to $l • .27; to Sacramento the increase wO't:l~ be !:rom 34 een ts to Sl. 

cents. 
Since this ca.se was heard. respondents have e sta.bli shed , 

to beeome e!tect1ve A'OgtLSt 15,1925, 1n ~-cont1nental. Fre18ht 
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:Bo;reau Ta.r1!:ts l-X (Item lZZJ. o~ Su:p,:l.eme:c:t 4) .a,:,.d. 4-'0' (Item lZZJ. 
. - ~ 

o~ S'a.;pplement 30), west'bcw:ld transeont1nental. less carJ.oa.d ra.tes on 
. 

radio receiViJ:lg sets, in boxes, a.ud 1O'C.~ speakers or talkers, re410 

or telephone, in boxes, 'b2.S~ on the coneurrentl,.· etteet1ve :!1rst 

class rates. This action ot res:po:c.~e:c.ts wO'Ol.o.. 1n6.1ea.to, at least 

insota=' a.s this part1Ci:1J.ar t~:t1c is coneer:c.ed, th.e.t the tint 

class less ca:loa4 ra.ting is not considered "0,. tb.e:c. 'QJ:l...'"'ea.sona.b17 

low or ~e~er&tive. 

I am of the opinion and !indo th::l.t the ;proposed. eless-

it1ca.tion incre~ses in the less carloaA ra.t1llg a.;pplyillg to :'2.d.io 

reeeivixlg sets and to taJ 'ldng ma.eh1:c.es z.nd r3.d1o sets comb1l:ed :bave 

not been ~il$tified. .. 

t.r.o.e ca.:-loao. :ra.tillg of :radio sets illl~er the prese:lt . 

cle.ssi!1ca.t1on is t:b.1ri 012.85, minimum 30000 pO'Cnds, not subject 

to ruJ.e 34; on ~ ma.el:.1nes and re.dio sets eom.'bi::l.ed. the ;present 

c1&ssit1cat10n is secon~ class, m1n1~ 16000 p~da, ~bject to 

rule 34. The ~roposed classification provides second class, 

minimum 20000 paands, ~bject to rule 34, for both the radio sets 

a.ud the talkillg machines and. radio sets combined.. Th1s cha:oge 

Will be a reduction ~ the m~nimuc weight from 30000 to 20000 ,~d3, 

and. an increase in the ra.t1ng ~om thL.~ to second. class 'tor the 

radio sets, and. tor the ta.lldJlg machines a.:c.d. radio sets combined. 

there will be an increase in t~e mi:cimcJ:l weight !rom 1.6000 to 20000 

poonu, wi til. ;:1C> eha:age in the ra.tillg .. 

The evidence ind.1c:ites th~t. 1l1So!s.:r a.s rz,dio rece1v1llg 

sets are concerned no d1ffleu:l. t:r has 'been experienced. 1n lo~5 %Ig 

the 

I am of the opinion, end so tind., that the proposed 

re.t~.ng tor reA.1o reeei~ sets, ea:l03.d., o! seeone. class m'n1:m.mt 

weight 20000 pO'Cllds, S"Il.bjeet to rule 34, ha.s been ~usti:r1ed.. 
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The exhi b1 ts anG. te st1mo~ wi th reterence to ta:p.ch:r~. 

machines and radio sets combined clearly indie.a:te the.t the proposed 

the :provisio~ o't :t"1lJ.e 34.. Respondents do llot ma.1nta.1ll th:;t tho 

min1mum ce.n a.ctually be loo.ded, b'c:.t take the position tb.3.t the ' 

~ro:po&ed second class ~ting is re~sonab~e only when app~1ed 1n 

connection with a m1ni~ of 20000 ~ounds. 

untenable, tor it is not proper 

weight impossible ot ~oa.d1ng. 

This conclusion is 

Since t3Jktng machines 1:0. stra.1ght oe.rloads are now 

ra. ted. sec o:.d. eJ-ass, mini nICl'D. 16000 pO'CXlds, which cla.ssifiea. t10n 

also applies 'tln~er the present tariff to t&1k1ng ma.c.:bines 3lld. 

radio sets eomb1lle~, and since the test1mo~ shows that for all 

prs.etieaJ. purposes straight t3Jktng machines and ta.1k!ng maoh1nes 

and rs.d1o sets eombine~ are a.na.logous articl.es, when their "O.Se, 

value and packing characteristies are given cons1der~t1on, the.1 

shouJ.d. h2.ve. the ,Zame min1m'tl.m we 19ht a:o.~ the same ela.ssi!1es. t10n 
'.1.;,..41" 

I am o:f' the opil:rj~on, and. so t1l:4, tha.t the pro~sed 

rat:Lngs on talk1r.g macl::l.i:les e.:n.d radio sets combined., in carloa.ds, 

l:l.s.ve not been j1:.Stitie~, and. I recomend. the a.d.optio:c. ot the 

following torm ot order: 

OR:DER - -. ..... - ~ 

I~ a:E'EA:SDG, that by order uted Febra.a.r,r' 5, ~9Z5, 

the Commission ~tered upon a hearing concerning the la~ess 

o:! the rates, eb2.re;es, regula.tiOns, and practices sta. ted 1n the 

sehedttJ.es enumerated and described in said order, and. sc.~end~ 

the opera.tion ot sud schedules until J"ane 4,1925, 2J:rd by' , 
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~pplemental orders until August 25,1925, 
I~ FO'RTEER A...~mG, tha.t 2. :tall investigation of the 

matters an~ t~s involved h2.s 'been h2A, aDA the Com:::l1s31on 
having, on the ~te hereo~, made and ~11e~ its op~on cont~-

1x1g 1 ts findi:ogs of tact an(!. the co:c.cJ:c.sions thereCf1l, which sa.111 

opinion i3 hereb~ referred to ~d ~de a part hereo!: -
IT IS ORD~, t~t the responde~ts herein b.e. and the7 

are here 'bY', notified and re q;Q.ire~ to cancel sa.i~ sched'CJ.es, insofar 

as theY' are not in accord W1 tb. the op1:lion whieh precedes this. 

order, on or betore A~t 25, 1925 upon notice to this Commission 

3.:ld to the general :public, "07 not less t:b.a:l one day's ~1l.i%zg and 

post~, an~ that this proceeding be d1scont1nne~. 
!he foregoing op1n1on ~ order are here'by a,~roved 

~~ ordered filed 3.S the opinion and order of the Railro:J.d 

Commission of the State of Cal1!o::12,.. .--
(/~ !)ateo.. a.t San FranCisco, Ca.li!or:.1~, this __ 1----

d.tiJ.y of cw.,~h£, 1925. 
'4,J 

~ ~~j'-":> 
J&<rp~. -' -. -.... ..~.,,' 

_,"", • J .. z: " .. / /)v. ", 'XK. .. -. 
O~·· 

t Commiss~onerb. 
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