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Application No. 11209.

Iz tae Matter of the Application of
The CITY OF EL MONTE, o munficipal
corpomtion, for an oraer authoriz=
ing the construction at grade of
Toyt Street across the right of way
and property of the Pacific Electric
Rallway Company, & corporation, and to
efZect the extension of Hoyt Street.
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W. 2. Dunn, Cit y Attomey, for Applicant.

R. E. \;Ted.dk ind, for Pacific Elec‘cric Railmy
COmpa:z.,/, .‘?roteota.nt.

., F. Eolley, for Lot ingeles Covnty Grade
Cxo M1.nto_; Committee, Protesta.n‘c.
' BY THE CORITSSION: .

OPI"’IOE‘

In this proceed.mg the C.'z. vy of Zl Monte seelks authority
‘co 'constmct,:{oyt Street at grade azeross Pacific Electric leway
Company®s so-called "San Bermardino line™.

A pubdblic noarine; wo... held in thia ma.tter bo"'ore Examiner

Williamo, &% EL Monte, August 24th, 1925. |

Hoyt Street, which is the most westerly .no.rth and south
street in the City of EZl Xonte, extends from Garvey Avenue on t‘hev‘
south to Main Street (Valley Soulevard) on the north, & distance of
.about one mile. It cénnects directly Mtb the Iexzﬁgton.am_ Gellatin ,
Roa.d.' %o the south of Ge.i-vey Avenue, which is a.n'impor‘aam: highway
a.rtery serving the d.ivtrict to the south of Z 2 Yonte . ’T‘ro'm Carvey
Avenue north %o 2rockway Avenue a d..u.:ta.nce ot about one-b.al... nile,
E:oyt Street iz 50 feet iz wid.m, wpile to the north of Brockway it iz,

40 feet in wAdth. Thiz street is now.paved. and open to trat:ic‘tb:ough-" |
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out from Garvey Avenue ‘to Yain S't*ee‘c except at the intersection |
of the Eacﬂ.ﬁo .:.lectrio Ral :Lwa.y uompa.ny s right or way loca.‘aed. a.bom, -
'..:.oq ree‘c south of Vain Street. This ir.'tersec'cion is the crossing
sought herein. The &riveway on Zoyt Street is 87 feet in width o

Yhe nomth o2 the ra:i.lroa.d and varies from 34.5 to 28 Zeet in wid.th | |
to the '-'outh of the railroad. The street ha..; recen't:ly been pa.ved on
each side of tre. ra.ilroad. the Ci't:y aseuming that ‘the crossing asked
for herein would be allowed ‘oy this Commi.,sion. ‘

The Rs.i.lro..d. involved is th.e Pacific Electric Railway Come~
peny's Sex Bernmardino Line, & double-track e‘lecfcz:ic mtemba.n rasile’
road, which passes tarough the c:.'by*or'Ei Monte in an oaétérly and

esterly direction and over which 66 pa.ssenger tra.ins, 4 express trains

and 16 freight tra.ins are normally operatea per day. The maximum ra.te
of .;peed; for any of theze tralins is octimated to be 35 miies_ por hour
in the vieinity of txe pro;posed crossing.' In addition to the mein
tracks, Hoyt Street would cross & spur track which serves the Peoific
Chemfoal Corporation and a small Aistriduting plant z:.and.ling ge....

oil. The view at the proposed croasing is,seriou...ly impaired by _.arge
wa.lzmt treez on all four corners of the proposed intersection. E.'b.o
COmpany es'ci.ma.tes the cost of constructing the p.ropoueg cr‘o.,s-ing‘

across the 't#é.c}:s, inoluding an amama.tic" Zlegmen, %o be $3,2§0.00.

The Rio Eondo (Le:&ine;ton Wask) marks the wgsteriy bdo.ﬁdary .
of the City of EL Monte. The east exd of Pacific Tlectric Railway

Compeny'e single~track bridge over this wash i3 located sbout 400. Zeet

west or-Eoyt Street. The double-'trac}c wain line converges into a

gingle track over the wash at a poi.:;t s_z.bout 160 feot wes 't o:t Eo'y‘t Street.
Qb;e following table shows the existing gré.de orossings of

streets over I’ac:.ﬁc Elect*ic Railwsa 2y Comp....ny's tracks in the CL ty oL

ool Monte:




Approximate. Distance between M:ééeﬁf' |
C . Cro ssing* measured in‘an eaa‘terly
Street Direction
Gransds Avemus '
I.exing"on Lvenve

Tylcr stree't

360 Zeot -
1040 feet
770 Zeet

M.a.in S‘brcet :
850 ':tgot'

Central Avenﬁe

The proposed. crossing at ‘Hoy’c ‘Street is located adbout
460 ZLeot wo..terly Lrom the Graxnada .&venuo eros sine;. _
No tz-a.:t.fi,‘c‘ counts were taken' to show the. present volume
| of traffic over the:ralilroad at the existing cros.;.ings +0 the east
of Eoyt Street, and no evidence was prosejzted.’ to: ezhow‘that these
crcssings, oxcepting tue one at ‘Ma.in Streé’c',ga.re heavily. 'bxfa.veléd..
| The evilence shows that the proposed erossing, 12 con-
structed, would afford s direct. paved highway_betwqen Gervey ivenus
axd Msin Street (Valley Bowlevard). Th.‘.s’connectidn would servé' 3
convenience by Jnor eni:ig "he' &ieﬁe.nce of tra.vel ebout, 900 feot to
the througb. traltic which now uses the Grmd.a. crosemg and which d.e-
sires to travel ox Va.lley Boulevard to and srom the district to the
south of EL Yonte. The proposed. cro s.,in.g would also .aerve a convenien.co
to certe.iﬁ local tra.vel among whioh are a. number 02 milk truck.. tz-e.v-
eling between the. da.:t.:r:!.es located south of £ Mom:e a.nd. e creame'-y
' north of the ra.ilroad ..nd west or Hoy‘b Strec.,. There are also certa.i:a.
| oll trucks, at pxewent three in numbex-, which zns.ke deli.veries "rom the
;pla.nt south of the- railroad ané west of Eoy‘c S'bree"' 'to :rilling sta-
tions along Va.lley Boulevard west of “l Monte. .
In the oyinion oL wi‘cne sses for the Cit,,r, th.e p:-oposed
erossing &t Eoyt: Street would serve & greuter puolic beneit tb.a.n
the existing c*o**sing 8.«- Gra.nucm ‘Avenve, in that it would a.“ctra.ct
the greater por‘oion o:ﬁ' the tra.:"“ic ':hich now uses the Gran&d.a Avenue :
crossing. I...'thon.gh «hese witnesses %es ti:fied tha.t the repre*enta.— E
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tive bodies of the citj were opposed to the closing of any of Yae
exigting crossings over tae vrailroa.ds in t'he‘City of ‘El Honte, i+
#e.s their A,opi‘nion',, in the interest of the geneoxrel public, t:gat' 1L dut
one crossing is %o e allowed over the railroad in this City west
of Lexington Street 'é.t th‘is, tine, ‘they wowld elect »to"opeh the ¢ross=~
ing at Hoyt Streef va.nd. close the existing crbvsémg _é,t Grensds Lvenﬁ;e-.
IZ the crossing pmpése& herein were constﬁuctéd., 1% may be safely
- assumed that "i;he only traffic which would t'b.eree.zter use the C&-am
erossing v'om.d. be the locaa. traffic to and .from the residences on
that street. Tae openmg o;. Hoyt Street cro«sing and tne closing of
the " Gransade. crossi;zg would work & slight ha.rd.ship on ‘z:h_e, resi d.ents on
Gra.nad.a'.b;venue izmediately adjacent to the miifqa.a,v especially on
the south side thereo?, but otherwise e traf?lc on this :—:‘:::-eet-'
could use the s.d.as.cent crossmg.;, wﬂ:h little ﬁ.nconvenience and. Prac~
tica lly 20 addition&l diz ance. o |

The. evid.en.ce .»hows tha" the CL ty 0% El Montc pl_n., to ex-
.,enc. ”‘yler Street nhich is an 80=foot highway, scuth to an in‘tor-‘

section witn..Ga.rvey ivenue. Waen this connection is mede and the

nighway paved, it sz.ll‘mdoubtedly‘at’cract the greater pqrtiozi oL the -

through treffic from ihe south of EL Monte,. which desires %o reach
‘the bb.siness center of tha: City or the c“.istrict to the west ﬁhereof..
This -imyro#emem, when comple‘ted._ will provide scoess over the rail-
ro...d. for a cons id.era’ble a.mount of 'the through traffic wm.ch now u.,es
the 5z~...a.e cross izzgs at Gra;nao.a. Avenue and at Le:fing'con .A.venue. '

The evidence fnow.. that Columbia S‘areet - wal sh is pe. re.llel
To and the £irst ﬁ‘aree‘c qouth ot the ra.ilroe.&, is 40 rce‘c in wid.th
with o drivewzy of 24 24 feev. To turn i‘rom Eoyt Stree’c to 'the east onto
this narrow street, a.ppl* cant contend.,, is lnconvenient e.nd. ha.za.rd.ous,
esnecia.lly fTor la.rgﬂ t:mcg:_., and the grant! ns of the proposed croeﬂ.ne;
would greatly relieve the situstion iz that it would permit tratric to
continue on Eoy’t Street to either Main utre‘ot or Ge;rvey avenue, both ol 'r
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which are wide highways. This argument undoubtodly has some merit -

but it would appear thatv"this condition woult be g::_-eatlvy’relvie#eo..
if the corners were rownded off at Hoyt and Columbia Streets. Nen~ .
tion was also mede of s:!.mila.r tnconvenience o tra.:ffio on otner nars ow '
 streets coutn of Columbin Street. These are matters for the C:L't:y‘ to
correct, and Go not justify edditional grade orosvsingé..' | |

It was u:ée;ed. ‘ab.a.* the proposod.’ cro ssirié woulo. afford &
“a.vorable d.eto'a.r during the time Main S‘creet iz being paved. ‘which
improvement iz planned for the noa,r Luture. . 'J.‘he Commission 13 not .
Justified in granting a pemnznt gra.de crossing over 2 rallroad to
provide & tempora.ry detour, ospeoia.lly when there are other reasonable
nethods o:f ha.no.lins tke ¢xaffic, such as exist here._ It appears
possible %o pave ome-half of Lisin Street ot o time, or, if it was
desired to close the street. entirely between Hoyt and Gra.nad.a beyond.
which the oxisting ..treots cross the railroad to the .,outh “chere p-
peaTs to be 2 Zavorable detour to the morth of Kain Street by way of
Yountein View iverme. | ’

Fron tho evid.enoe presented, it does not appear that pu;biic
cenvenience and neces.,ity Justify the public hazard and inconvonimoe

the ra.ilroad. in the operation of its tra.ins, that would. be inciden'c
the construction of the proposed. erossing which, as has been stated,
s within 460 feet of an existing crossing.

In the ovent the City of EL Monte elects to come before this
Commission with cmother 9.p;plica.tion for the oonstruotion of 2 crossing
at Eoyt Street, contiﬁsent ox the cl‘osing 0L the existing crossing dt
Grazade .Lvonue the Commiszsion would find. 1tself in a better po Ltion
to permi't the crossing asked for. Until such & situation is be:toro
s, we ﬂnd., 2rom the mecord herein, that the ‘present application |

-

shouwld be denied without prejudice ant it will be so ordered.




The City of = Moh.to, neving made application to this
Commission for permission %o construct Hoyt Street 2t grade across
Pacific Electric Railway Company's tracks in the City of El Honte,
Loz Angéles County, Célirornia, a public hearing having beén.hel¢;~
the matter taving been duly submitﬁea'aﬁd’now‘reaay Lo decision,

It i3 heredy foand as o ract_tha$ pub1ic‘conyen;ane and
neceseity do not justify the pubdlic hazard‘that;would be incident to
the construction ofntho p0posed crossing, unless the eiisfing grade
crossing at Granada Avemue, within 460 feet of the bfoposéd}crossing,

be ¢losed; therefore,

I% IS EERERY ORDERED that the above application be anld:

the same hereby is demied without prejudice. |
Dated at San Francisco, Califormis, this XU Zz&iday,o:
September, 1925. |

Commissioners.




