
J. C. ED'..amL, as spokesman tor the ) 
petitioners, W1th the petition , ) 
a:ttached, ) 

Comple.1nent, ) 

ve. 
T:E:E CROWCRTt.U W~ COUPA.ln", 

Defends.nt. 

) 
) 
J 
) 
) 

case :&0. 2145. 

~ "Jt~, 
G. Vf. llaybtz= 1'or tba compl85.=ts. ~J 
s. W. Dodds :for t.b.o defendant. d('., 

BY ~ OOUMISSIOZ: 

OPINION --------- ..... 

~h1e is a oomplaint filed by J. C. ~el in behalf of . 
some ae'V'en't7-five coneumors aga1n.s:t the Cllowc.b.illa. Wa.ter Company, 

a co-partnership engaged in the pub11cut111ty business of ~PPl1-
, , 

1ng t.b.e town ot Cllowe.b11la. With water ~or domestic and commercial 

pttrpC>sos.. ~e compla1nt alleges in effect th.a.t the dri'ends.nt .b.a.s 

not maintained s sufficient ~pply of water, th&t the eerv1ce ren-

derod. is of poor, quality, t.bs..t the ~tGS e.b.s.rged. by defendant tlore' 
'" 

exor'b1ts:at,a:c.d tb.s.t 'tho' 1n::tslls.t1on of meters bas 'vcr:! m&.tcr1ally 

:incree.sed tb.e eoe::t of we. tar to tJ:tose c onstmlers reeei v1ng , metered 

TAo dof~dant ~ntered a gt1noral ~en1s.l of the allegations 

set tortb. 1n the complaint, btl. t red'. ted. that J.2S. mc,tors .be.d boon 

1De'tslled upon t.b.e systom. s.t the 1n:for:naJ. suggostion of the 3.a11-

road Commission snd tb.a.t S.$ ,a result o"i! the, 1nst~la.t1on o-r t.b.& 
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meters the. waste of water has been curtailed to such an· extent 

t.b.8.t the supply of water is now adeq;a.a.te • 

.A public heSJ:1ng :til t.bi& matter was held before b.wne-r 

Will1ams a.t C.b.owehi.l~a. after sll interested parties. b.ad. been dul,-

n.ot1£1ed and g:L von· an opport'a.n1ty to 'b-.e present and be heard. 

!llis wa.ter s,-stem was :tnsts.l~ed or.t g;tnally to serve tb.e 

to~ to of c.b.owc.ll11la. W1 tb. ws.ter for domEStic: end c:ommere1al pur-. . 
poees.. f.b.e o'WZler~ the Un1ted 3t&tes Pam Land Company, VlSoS author-

ized b,- t.b.e Conm.:d.ss.1on in J)ec1s1.on No. 1249'1, rendered August. 1'1. 

1923, to sell tb.e wa~er plant to S. W. Dodds end U. It. l)Odds. who 

now operate the system. as s. eo-pa.rtne%'ShS.p 'Wlder the nema o~ the 

Chowchilla Water Comp~.. The rates now in effect were establ!shed 
. . 

and filed in 1913 aad .b.a.vo never been fixed by the Corrrm:ission:. 

!.b.e wa.ter suppl:r is obta1ned from two SO-foot wells and 

is stored :tn a 60.000 gallon steel ts.nk 81 tua.ted upon a ateel tower 

'10 feet :in. he1gb.t., from w.b.:tch. the \Vater is d1str.t'butod bY' grav.t t:v 
• 

to approximately 200 COJlsa.mers. 

the testimony shows tbat prior to the a-ammer 0=' 1~24 the 

servic.e condi t10J'lS e:x:1st1ng on tb.is system w:ere uns8.~8factory. 

AJs a reSttl t of all 1ll"1.'ost1gs.t1on b:r the Co!Xlmics1on :t t 'Oecma appe.r-

en~ tb&t because of tho flat rate charges then ill effect. eerts.:tn 

COllsa.mers .b.ad. become c:e.reless and wssteta.l :tn the use of water to 

such an extent that the supply of water to tae entire com:ra.n1ty 

was being G%ld:angered. The compan;y was thereupon adV1sed by t.b.e 

COmmission to install meters and to Charge t.b.e ra.tes e.lread,. au-

thorized 1n their rate sclledule for metered service.. One AUndred 

and twenty-f1 ve meters wore :tnstalled during t.b.e srz.mmor of 19~, 

t.b..e result ot w.bich bas been. to· reduce to a. grea.t extent wast~ 

prs.et1ees 1ll the use of water nnd to enable the company to prO'V'1do 

. : a.nsdequate supply o~ water for tb.e ent.ire communi t,-. 
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~he eVidence presented in tb.is ma..tter iDdies.tes t.b8.t 

servioe conditions Mve 'been remedied ~d aro now reasons.bly ss.tis-

fs.cto~. The chief slld remaining cause of co::npla1nt is that t.he 

w&ter bills undor'~e meter rate aro eonsidered too high and there-

foro consti tt1to a. diSCrimination age.1%lSt the m.etered eonsumere in 

:favor 0'£ thos'e still :pa.yill8 for service under the nat ra.te • 

.A. report wa.s:presented by 14. I. Eeed p one of the Com-

m1ssion's b,ydrs.ul1c eng1neer8, 1:0. w.b.1ell t.b.o or.tg1nsl cost of t.b.e 

p~:tcai properties ~ defendsnt's water s.~tem was eat1mc.ted "to 
. -

be $3lpS18 &e of Jane 30·, 1925, Wit.b. ~ corresponding e.mu.e.l de-
o ' ~' 

pree1s.tiQa allowaDee of $539 comput'od by thes1nk1Dg ~d met~ 

Sot 5 per eent. In:trUs report $on call"Sis 0'£ the ,eos.t 01 ope%'8.t1on 

&ld maintenane·e for the "3f)1J.r 1924 showod these expenses to be 

$3,0'18, Wi tb. opere:t1i1g rovenues for the same year .. $4.,594. 3tlsed 

upon the :etgares set out ab-O"le, t.b.e :reS'lil ts of opere.t1 on to~' the " 

year 1924 show t.ba.t 'Il%lCter tb.e existing scll.odule o£ mtes ~ef<:mdant 

.b.e.s ·res.lizec. So retttrn· of sligh. tl:,v less than 3.1 per cent. upon tb..~ 
.. 

investment over a.nd abo,ve the cost of operation, maintenance and: 

depreciation. ~ak1ng intO cOJ:lS1de.rs:t1on the :f'a.ture growth of t.b.e 

eommnnity it is reasonable ,to as~e that tho present %&tes w11~ 

not produce) So llet re~ 1ll excess of 4 per cent. in t.b.e. 1mrIl:«t1S..te 

ftr.tu:::e. 

is: 

~he schedule of meter rates ~ow in effect on this syetem 

25 cents ;pe.r 1000 galloXlS for t.b.e first 100,000 gallons, snd 
20 cents per 1000 gallons for all 1n exeeee thereof. 

~h1s 13 equivalent to- 18.7 cents per 100 cubic feet ~or tb.e f1%'St 

'block 1n the rate, and sppro:x1mn.tel:v 15 cents per 100 eu1)1O' feet 

for the second bloek. ~ese meter rates in themselves and under 

tb.e ex1et1%lg e1rcumstsnces are not exorb1. ta:At. !I!.I1ey are not .b.igb.er .. 
t. 



dolivering pumped water ttnder s1.m1l.s.r e1rcum.stanees .. 

-It bas ~een the practice o~ this Commission to reeom~ 

mend the 1na:tsllc.t1on of m&tera on ell. water systems where tb.e 

source of ~pp17 is developed b7means of pumping .. In the pay-

mont for water recoived ~er 8. reasonable metor'rate there 18 
no d1ser1m1nation. A small water ut11:t.tY' ea:mot a.lways afford to 

completel,. meter it's syetem. a.t one undertald.n.g. 1he::e the water 

UEted by an'1 consumers uz:r.ct.er t.b.e flat ra.tes in effect is 1n excess 

of s. r&8.80%l4"ol$ 8mO'l2llt, sueb. eOllStmlera should be plac~d 'tm.der m&8S-

urad service. While the Commission does not feol ~t the f~­

c1al eondi t10n O'! ~.b.is ws..ter system wOtLld VlaX'%'Snt it in d1reet1ng 

't.b.c..t the entire system he metered, 1 t is recommended t.b.8.t 8. def-, 

illite progrsmbe s.d.opted for the complete me~ri:c.g of "the 378tem 

as soon as the fizland.81 situs.t.101'1 Will just1~ t.b.eneeessS0r7 ex-

pend1~es. 3y so d01ng it is bolieved tAat p:aet1esll7 all 

esnses of complaint ex1&tillg, 0:1 this aystem Will be el1m1:tlAted. 

A.!ter 8 fall eons1ders.t10n of tC.e eVidence :p:I:'osented 

in this ms.tter the CommisSion ie, of the op1ll1on tbs.t the s.erv1ee 

eondi tions eXi~t1J:lg upon tb.1s system at the present timo 8%& reas-

onably a8:ti~a.etory, o.:c.d 'tb.e.t t.b.e present 'selledule of rates 18 not 

exorbi tsnt.. We therefore bel1eve tIla.t tb.1e compls:tnt, sbOttld bo 

dismissed. 

Forme.l comple.1.nt .b.a.vmg beea made to the CoflXlll1ssion IlS 

ent1 tled above ,publ.ic hearings .b.S.T1llg been held thoreon, the 

matter .b.a.v1%lg been submitted, and tho COmmies1on be:tJlg now t'c.l-' 

l~ 1nfo~ed ~n tbe promises, 
IT ,IS StREB'! om>ER:E:D for the reasons stated in the 
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preeed.1llg op1n1on ths.t the s,1»ve procecd1ng be and the S&:lle 1s . 

herebj ~1sm1s&ed. 

f.b.e' effective da.te o:f t.bis ordoe:r sha.ll .be- twcmty (20) 

d~ ~t&l' the se%"'71ee thereof. 

Dated a.t Ssn F:t"SllCisco, Cal1!'Orn1a, this 9 ttz dtq 

of Octo bel', 1925. 
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