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:OOc1s1o:n NO. 

) 
In the.~tterof the ~p'p11c~tion of ) 
the" Western Paoific Ra1~oe.d Com:pany ) 
for ., p:e:m1 ee10n to oonstruot a. epta ) 
track at grade aeroee ~oomie Street, J , dsa:a.. Br't2Xl.o Avenue and Holladay Avenue, ) 
San FranCiSCO, and acrOb2 track Of ) 
Market Street Ea11way Company at san ) 
Bl"'ttC.o Avenue. ) 

------------------------------) 

APpl1cat1on No. 11,206. 

C. W~'Dool1ng for ~p11osnt. 
~ernard Lowe 1n propria persona. 

.. 

E. G. POS3 for Ca11fo:r:c.1s. Highway CommiSSion. 
William ~:ud.o:r, for California Automobile 

A~~1d1~. . 
c. :l::.' Realy frJr City and. COtLnty of San 

F:z:aJlc1&co • 
. L. P. Nutcher fo: Q.u.ality Enamel1ng. Co. 

Eax'ry Gorman, for City Industrial. Lsnd Co • 

, SEAVEY, COMr£tSSIO~"'ER: 

OPINION -'--- ....... -

Thi s iz an appl1ca.tion of' the western Pacific Re.1lr¢ad 

Comp~ requesting authority to construct So spur tra.ck crossing 

.. at grade Loomis streot, Rolladal" Avenue and Sen Brano Avenue and. 

. the tracks of the Market Streot Railway Comp~ on San, Bruno Ave-

.nue, all in tl:.e City and Cotznty of San Fra.nc1sco. l>a.blic heS%'1ngs 

on this matter were held 1n 5anF%ancieoo on September 2nd ~a 

September l.5th, 1925. at which the authorization of the crosa1:c.g 
, ' 

'of Sa.n:BrunoAvenue at grade was protested by the CaJ.1fO%'nia H1gh-

ws.y, Cocm1s s1.on. 

,The SP1ll' track, which it is d&si::ea. .to constnct .. 0%',1- ". 

, g1mi:t"ss: in the old Ocean Shore tra.ck in Loomis Street' (now operated. 
1(1'.--, • 

by WesternPac1fie :Railroad.) and :passes ove:r :Private prOperty' be-

, tween that, street and San Bnno Avenue ~ thenc~. across this ·ave~tl.e .. 

.end traek5 of Market St:reet Railway' thereon into the p rope rt:y . 

Which it:1e proposed. to develop. 
" 
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!hie pr.0pert~ cone1ste of approximately six acres of light 

:1:.nCl:a.gtr~a.l propertj lying 1lDmed1a.tely s,dj aoe:c.t end weet of San Brcno 

.t.viuluit am north of CortlSlJd AV6'tJl')..e. J. portion o'! this area. 115 fe.1r-
, 

l".lc-vel a;o.d avs.11&ble for uee with So small amount of gradiIlg but some 

o~ it 11e8 on steep elopes of rock fo:rmation and. Will require' hoavy 
, .. . . 

grs.d1%lg. There. 1e at the present time one bUild1rlg on the we2~rl,. 

end. O'f. theprope:rty! ,the plant of the Q,us.l1 ty Ensmel1:ng Comp.anY' ~ which 

has j,ust 'bee-Xl completed~ '!he remainder of the prope-rty is ve.cant. 

:Because of the contour of the ground ani the- irregula.r shape of the 

area. SUitable for industria.l use. it is proposed to construct the spur 
.~:, .' 

track with gre.d1en:te as -gres.t as foU%' ~r cent and curvetures as, sharp 

a2 of thirty degrees. 

~1's propertY' is classified. as "light ,industrial" in tb.& 

Se;n"?r&UC1so0 zotd:cg ordinsnoe aDd. an inspection of the ms.p filed s.e 

Applioant Y;s'''SXh1b1 t No.1, on which is shown in d1sti%lgU1shil'lg c.o1ors. 

the areas d.esignated as light a:c.d. hea.vr 1ndustria.l districts, 1ndi-

'ee.tee~the.t the greater portion of the . territories classified. as light 

industrial are those wh1~ are not readilY' a.ocess1ble bY' spur tracks • . 
,It 'ws,s represented thst -:here is in san Fre.nc1scoa. Shortag~ o~ in-

dustrial property but it a~srs that there are $t.pre~ent undevelop-

.. 

ed so'Vera.l b:andred s.eres ~ table for indust.x:1sl use in the 1.'Ilmled1-

ate V1cini ty of this :pl'op&rtr, which can be reached 'by ra.1lroad track-. ' ... , 

age- without grade- cross1:c.gs of arterial thoroughfares. n,e plea of 

public neeess:tt~ for this gra.d.e erosai:c.g. the-refore. has little merit. 
. , 

S~:BrUnO Avenue is one of the two arterial streete oonnect-

ing downtown San Frs.ne1seo with the e7..1stiIlg :Ba.y. Shore coun't7 ;toed 

letJ.d1xlg through south Ssl'l na.no1soo to (J. com:teet1on w1 th the ma.1n Pen-

.1IJ.SUl.e.r Eig.b.wtl.1 a.t San :er=.o. It oarries a. hee:vy traffio Wh10h 1e 63-

t1m8.ted at about 6060 veh1clee :per dS.7; m:a.ch o~ wlnch is 1nter-c1ty 
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traffic. In addition there sre nor.mall~ Z20 street ear mOVe-

-me:lts a day on the :Market Street Rs.1lwa:.7 at this :point. In the 

Vic1nit,. of the Pl:oposed. crossing, thi3 street and. ad.ditional' 

ls.Xld on each side, a. total wid.th o'f :1.. 2S 'feet, was d.cclare4. a . . . , . 

State Highway. by the State Legislature'at its last session and 
.• P, : .. , 

. . 

when ,improved as such Will become. So part of the so-called :aa~ Shore 
, ' . " 

Righws.:v, . which is now be1l:lg constructed. scuthward. from So:a.th Se.n 
" , . 

Francisco and will eventuall7 be extended. on to san JOse follOWing 

in s. gene:ral, ws.'Y' the we-at shore 11ne of san Francisco :Bay. 

While there appears to be a certa1n smO'Cllt of hazm:.d . 

and inconvenience to the :public offered by theinete.lls.t1onof 

this s~ track at grade across the existing San ~o Avenue, 
.,' , 

these' :tactor.e are not nea.rl:r as objectionable as the:; Will be wben 
, ' ., 

. tlns .street is .strs,ightened.· and wid.ened. and. reconstructed as a. 
I ~ .. • '.' • J 

part .Of .the :say Shore :S:1ghwa.:.7. If the eztab11shment of a pe:rma-. . 
nent grade crossing.' can be avoided. am &, tompOl"u'1 crossmg in-· 

stalled W1thproper restriotions as to op.erstion' aM ute o.:cd ample 
•• J ' " 

prcteet10n :provid.ed. authol'i2&t1on. of the oross1ng a:pplied 'for ma,:; 

be .justified.. 

It'appoars that 1 t is feaSible to Ilvoid. eo grade eroas-

ing over theiUtu%o' 38.'7 Shore Righway and. serve this yroperty" &8 

adequately sa proposed by the Western Pacifio ~oad. snd also 

tl:lat trackS sc ·ccnstruotod. need. not materially interfere W1~h' srJ.7 

devo lopment of the tract·: that r1J4'1 be und.ertaken 'tUlder the pre 8ent 

plan of·improvement.· md :i.t thore:fore' s.ppeare'·rea~CIl8.'bl~,."tO S%:ant 

tho present crossing With the condition that it be abolish~ at 

such t11D.eas the Bay Shore B1ghwa.:.y i2 constrtlCted. 

The' applicant contends that to properl,- serve tho 1n4.us-

, "tries to 'be loca.ted. on this tr&ok.two 8vlitehes pflJ1: d.s.,. will be" 

:reqUired a%ld.tbat d.ue to uncerts.1nties in the al'riv1rlg time of . . 
. 

'sidorable latitude in the time of these SWitches should be pel'mitted. 



even g01Dg eo fs:r s.e to st.a.t~ that a p&riod of ten hours' per ds:y" will 

bE> reC!:a.ir&d.. Cons1de::1ng ths.t the one 1nd.uetr.r at presont looated on 

the tract has a potential business of ten carloads per month and that 

:the 'al t1mate development of th,e proport:y is :t1 v~ industioie~ h8ncil1r,g~ 

one carload at a..,time, this limit a.ppes.rs excesSive. A pe~od, of one 

hour betwee-n l2.:00 noon and 1:00 :P.M. is racor.cmended b:v'the City Engi:l_ 
, '. 

eer 8.S this is the hott:r o~ minimum veh1ca.l..s.r trldno in ind:r:.str1al' d.1a-

t:r1ets dur1llg the ds.yl1ghthours. Night sw1tCh1llg over important 8t:r~~te 

th.s.t etJ:r'1:'3' So substantial amount of, through t:ra:!f1c s.t~ high speeds is sl.- . 
, , 

WFJ.ys very objeetiona.ble. One ho'll%' should be' a.dequate, t1Irie to handle the 
, " 

rosXjW2m sw1tch1:r;g tha.t will"be required aDd it sp~arS' rea.so:cable to 11m-
.... '''j ';-',. it the use of the o:ro8siug to the hour suggested. . , 

With these and other 3U1table :restrictions, Buell S8 'the 1nsteJ.-
~ ., .. 

la.t10n of de:re.11s at proller p01nts e:c.d the flagg1Dg 01: all movom.ente over 
. , , 

the eros31ng. it' appe's.rs proper to e.uthor1ze this grade ero8S1%1g aa s. 

tempo:rs.:y measure, until ":he :say Shore R1ghwsy 1e a.ctue.lly oonst:rt1cte4. 

in this v1eillity. ~erS' 8.ppea.ra to be no important obj eetion to the 

a.utho::iza.t1on of the other cros&1l:ge pro:posed in this appl1ca.t10n. 

The western Ps.o1:f1c Railrosil Compo.%l3' t a. oorpora.tiOn. hs:v1%1g 

made 8.;pp11oa.tion to this Cor::xmias1on for author1ty to cOll9t:ruet So ~ttr 

'trs.ek at grade aerose :t.ooc.1s St:re&t. san Bruno Avenue am Rolls.d.q 

',b.ve=e ill the CitY' s:a.d. Oounty of San Fra:c.c1eeo, $'tate of Cal1fom1a.. 

,a:a.d across the trs.eke of Market Streot Railway' Comp~ on said, s.s.n 
E:runo Avenue, all as hereinafter set forth. , .. , public he£l.%'1~ hs.v1l:Ig 

been' held,. the c~sa'1on 'bo1llg 'apprised of the faota,. the matter 

, .. 
" 

.. 



being undor ~bmiss1on and rGa4~ ~or decision, 

IT IS E:ERZ:BY ORDERED, that permission a.nd.' 8.uthor1t7 bo 

and it .1s hereby granted to The Western Pa.cific Railroad ComptJ::I.Y~~' 

to construct s. sptU'" track at grade s.eros,s LOOmis Street. San' B:rtmo 

Avenue and:S:olJAday Avenue" in "the 01 ty and· County, .of Sa:c. iX'a:lcis-
.cf>, Sts.to. of Ca.lifornis., 8.3 tollows: 

:Beginning a.t a. pout in the center line of 
the e::d.st1ng trc.ek: of ~he Western :l?ac1:!ie Rs.il:rOM 
Co:n~ in Loomis Str.eet, d,iats.nt thereon a:p~rox~ 
i:na.tely' 705 f'eet, mee.stU"ed northerly along sa.id 
center line fro~ the intersection th~reof with 
the weaterlr line o~'said Loomis Street; thence 
in a southerlY diroction with Switch and tarnout 
to the leftapproxim~tely 140 feet; thence on a. 
curve to the right aJ):prox1mB.tely 3Z5 f'eet, eross1%lg 
the said track: 0:£ The vteetern ?aci:f'ic· Railroad. 
Comp~ approximnte~ 630 feet northerly of the 
llo%'therly line of Waterloo Street, and. crossing the 
westerly 11ne of 3~1d LoomiS Street at a point . 
distant thereon a.~pro7.imatel1 560 feet northerly 
of the northerly line of said Waterloo Street; 
thence 0:0. a ts.ngent.wester17 s.PPl:'oximately'225 ~eot. 
crossing the esetcrly line of San :Bruno Avenue. ~18o 
the tra.eks of the :Market Street Rs,ilway Comp8.%l3' 
app%'ox1m&tely S80 feet northerly of the norther~ 
line of said Waterloo Street; thence in a westerlY 

" direction by curv~ to the left approxima.tely 24.5 
feet, crossing the we$ter~ line of said San Bruno: 
Avenue a.t a point distant thereon approx1matel1 
460 teet northe=ly of the northerl1 ltne of Cortland 
Avenue; thence by curve to the right approximately 
325 !eet, crose1:lg the easterly line of Holladay 
Avenue at a.point"s,pproxims.te1y 1'70 f'eot northerJj' 
of the northerly line of stl.id Cortland Avenue. and 
the westerl~ line of said Rollsda~ Avenue s.pprox~atel1' 
155 teet norther~ of the northerl;v' line of 'C,ortlanc1. . 
Avenue; thence by tange:c. t 1%1 a westerly direc,t1on . 
~pproximstely 320 feet to the pOint of term~tio~ 

.. ~ as shown by thema.p (Exhibit "A") attached to. the application. 

said crossings' to be constructed subject to t~e.:'follOW1ng' eon-
d.1tions,· Viz: 

(1) The $utho:-1ty herein granted, insofar as . it a~liee' 
", '.' 

-. to- 'the,. or,casing of San Brtulo A:~enue, shall lapse and become void 

upon the "construction ando:pen1ng to:p'Q.blie uee and 'tre.vcl o1:th& 

:as.:v Shore R1ghwe.,.to,Redwood City, San Mateo couri:ty, Csl1foX'll1& 
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(2) Th~ ·entire expense of constr~ct1ng~he ~roS81ngs. 
together ,Wi tb. tbe cost of their maintenanoE) thereafter in good an' 

. , ',' , 

f1ret-olass"condit1on for the safo aJld. convenient.,use of. tho publ1c. 

sDJi·ll.. ,bo' ,bornebzr appl1csnt. 
·.·.··r 

. (S) Said. temporary croaeing of Ss.n :arunoAvenue shall' be 

constructed substantially in aec'ordanee with Stsnd.al'd.No. 4, a.s apeo-
. . .' . . . . ' .-,. ~. 

i:f'ied in :,Gene:r&l Order No. 72 ~ thi! Commission and sha.ll be eon-
:"",. . ~ ,II 

. st:ructed. 0'£ 8,' Width to conform to that portion of sa.id. Avenue now 
I.' , :: ." ~ • .' t. 

·.gr8ded., With the top.s of rs.1le tluah With the 1tBve:nent. ,·.o.nd With 
, . . . , ,. .. ,.. .~ . 

. grades of approach not exceedi:lg one (l) pcr e~nt; 3hail" be·';protec-
, .... :. 

, .' ~ .. ~. "' .... ' .. 
ted bY' s~t8ble crossitlg· signa, and shall in ever:; V!fJ:ybck:nsde, safe 

' •. ,' .. '\~,. .:' , '''" .. ~'''' .,.,114..-

'!Ctr ;the passage there over of" vehicles and other, roa.d' traff'i'~. : ~ ': " 
...... ~;.'~" .. 

.,:':,.;:'?' ;~>. , . (4) ~hE) app110snt sballf110 8. plsn a.:c.d et1pula.tion., '~eh 
.. ~ ~ _'. , ,~t<. ~." .' '. • j. 

·~,.:wi.ll~:~etW1th the:. approval'. of the COXllmiseion shOW1llg-:tho .manil~r·~ in , 
"" wJ:xich it ·will undertake and a.gree to proVide track service to the-

'prope.rty now proposed to be served.. Without: ~ grade oroe.e1ngof thA1 
.- . 

:' Be.:1,Shore B',1.ghway, if and when sa.id San :Bruno .A.v~nue in t~.ie V1c1:l.~ 't7 " 
. .. 

shall 'be ':.reo<lrlstructed. a.s So ;part of said Bay Shore !11ghWsY'" .. e.nd no 
, , 

. wc:rk of eonstructi:lg the tem:p~ary, erossillg herein authorized. shs.ll .-
be UIidertaken 'tmt11 said. :plan s.nd stip'C.ls. t1 on has' been approved by 

, , 

.. 
(5) . :Before 'IlsiDg the said temporary··crOSs1:a.g O!:'So,n 

~ . , .. 

:8%=0 Avenue '!cr the p$.cee.ge of ears ar engines t applicant shall 

instsll dera.ils on the traeks here1:l. propO$od of a t:VPG and in"e. 

looat'ion approved bY' ,the COmmission. 

", 
,J ,," ... :'.t, 

,( 6) No trains" e-'Xlg1nes" motors or care shall be movod 

over or sllowed to stand upon said temporary, orosSing CJ! San B:runo 
. 

, Avenue. 'betweon the hours ¢f 1: 00 :E' .1.4:. and 12: 00 1!.' . .... 
• 

, '.' 

,,' 



" , 

". (7) No trains, engines" motors or os.rS shall, be operated. 

over\o sai~' tot:lporary orossing of San Bruno Avenue without first he:v1ng 

boen bro'ught to e., stop and the traffic on the highway proteoted. by So ......... ...' " ' 
" 

member of the train orew or other competent employee acting as a !l8g~ 

(a) Tp.iS order is mad.o upon the expr~ss condit io:o:' the. t 
. . " 

Loomis Street and Zolla~ay Avenue are not now aotually constructed snd 

open,to travel at the respective pOints of crossing, and said' order 

sha.ll not bo deomed. au authorization for the construction', of an open-
" ' 

'" i:o.g of said streot to publiC use across said. railroad. tracks. ' ... 
IT IS HE3EBY Fu:aTEER ORDE?ED, ths.t permission and. authority 

,' .. . :' 
be a.~ ::1t is floreby granted, ~o The Western Pacific E.a1lroad Company 

" to ,construct a spur track at grede a.cross the tracks of MArket Street 
, ... , .. . ,'. ~, . 

3.e.~vro.y Compe.ny v/ithin ,the City and County of San ,Fra.ncisco, State"o! 
C~1forn1a, a.t e. point on San Er'Ollo Avenue approximo.tely 55'0 feet .. , 

north o!Waterloo Street; said crossing to be constructed subject to 

the following oondit 10ne,' viz: 
• 

(1) ~he entire oxpense of. constructing the crossing to-
, . 

gether with the cost of its maintenance thereafter in good and first-

class .condition shall be borne by ~pplicant~ 

(2) All trains" motors, engines and. cars of a.:pplica.:c.t she.ll ' , 
, . r-

stop before cross~ tho tracks of MArket Streot Railway Company and 

shall not proceed thereover until the c~nduotor or othor competent em-
. , 

ployee has gone upon the crossing to ascertain that it is safe so to .. 
"do and shall have given s. SUitable signal to proceed. 

IT IS .{E:U!1~Y FURTEZR ORDEP.ZD,' that 
(1) Applicant shall, Within thirty (30) days,therea.fter, 

notify tlliS, Commis~ion, in writ ing, of the oompletion of the illstalla-. ,,' . 
tion of the cross~s ~~re1n authorized. 

(2) If said cross~gs shall not have been installed. within 
one year from tho date. of this order, the authorization hereill granted 

.. ',. 
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shall' then J.a.pse and become void.. unless ta.rther time is granted 

b,y ~~sequentorder. 

(3) . ~e Commission reserves the right to make such tu:r-' 

ther or~ers %elat1ve to the location, constrnet1on. operation. . . 
ma1ntena:nee a.no. protection of said O%'OS2iXlgS as to it mJJ:1' seem 

right and proper aM to revoke its :permission 1:!. in it.s ju~ent~ 

the publ1c eonvexuenee and necessity demand sueh- a.etion. 

Zb.e . :!oregoing o;p1nion and order are hereby approved 

and ol'dered. filed as the opinion and order o:t tlle Ra,il%"o3d Com-

mission ot th.e state of Cal1:!:ornia. 
o·th :Dated ·a.t San Fx'a.noisoo, CaJ.1tornia. this / -------

dAy ot October, 1925.' 


