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Decif1t on No. 'iJ 1 i i ~ 

In tho Matter of the Inv~st1gat10n on i 
the Commission's own motion tor th~ ) 
~urpose of proscribing a now Uniform ) 
System of Aocounts for all eloctric ) 
and gas corporations other than those ) 
a!!aeted by Decisions Nos. l1353 and ) 
12691. ) 

D. L. !eard~ for Na~& Valley Eloctric Comyan7 
Albert Caspar, tor VallejO Electric Light and ~ower Compan7 
J. w. Hellw1ck, for Sacramento Gas Comp~ 
Edward Morris, for Central Mendocino County Power Compan;r 
A. C. Jolmston.:for Produ~ers Gas and. Fuel Compan:r and 

Valle;, Ns. tural Ge.s CO~c.n1. 

:roTSELIi. Commissioner: 

OPINION 

This is a ~roc&~d1ng institut~d on the Commiss1on·s own 
motion for the purpose of prescribing a new syst~ of accounts ~or 

all those electric and gas corporations not affected by Deoision No. 

11353 de.t~d Decembor 13,. 1922 in Case No. 1845 and Decision No.12691 

~ated Oct~ber 13. 1923 in Case No. 1940. 
~y Decision No. 11353, the Commission or~ered and directed 

all electrio corporat1ons(Class A corpors.tiotlS~ whose szmusl oper-

ating revenues ~xc~~ded $250~OO~. to ke&p~ on and after Janu~ 1. 

1923 .. their aCCO'allts snd records in acoordance- 'N1 til the syst.Etm o~ 

accounts. as eet forth in Commission's "'Exhibit A .A:mend&d'" filed in 

Cas~ No. l845; and by Decision No. 12591 the Commission ordered and 

directed all.gas corporatiOns (,Class A corporations)' whose axmual 

operating revenu~s ~xeeeded ~250.000. to keep on and after January 1. 

1924,. their aooounts o.nd: reoords in aecordsneo with the sjetom of 

aeeotzllts. as set :f'ortl5: in Commission '8 "Exhib1 t A Amended'" filed in 

Case No. 1940. 
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~ho ayetom 0:Z ~ooount::. a.s set :Corth. in 'the o:r..hl. "oi t~· filed 

in Deoieio%lZ Noe. 11353 c.:nd. 1269~ wero ::?roscri'bod. and. s.<lo!'tod. by 

tionj. both ,to tho utility and. to th0 CO'r'n,.i ::::sion~, than wee possible 

~dor tuo zystom ~roviouzl~ in e!fcct. 

In its or~or 0.£ So:!,'tcmbor 23, 1925 1nctituting tho c.'boV'e 

numberod ~rocecd1ng, tAO Ccrr~ssion directed that all electric and 

gc.z co~orc:tio:lZ (ot:hor than those affoctoct 'by Docisions No. 11353 

o.nd. ~o. 126·91) 'oogi'V'on an opportUn1t:r 'to appear at thehesring . 
2cl on Octo"oo:::- 13th end. show ca:a.sc,. if c:n:; they have,. why tho Co::.-

mission should not ad.opt Dono, proscr1 "00 for said corpors. tionz the 

uni~orm systom of accounts, ~a. rulos' o.nd rogulo.tio:cz ad.optod c.nd. . 
.1 t tho hoo.r-

, 
ing tho propoeal of tho Co~ssion was outlined by ~ho::nas G. Enehes~ 

. , 

Special, ACCOU!lt~t for 'tho Comm:tosio~. v!ho su.bmitted CotI:niseionTs 

~.hi'b~tz :\"os. 1, 3 ond ,4'" relc.t1ng to olectric cOlj)orc.t1o:cz', and 

~:x:-n·i "oi ts N'os. 2,. 5 en.a. 6 tT" rolc.ting to gc.s corporations .• lio change s 

Vlere suggested in tile Co~seion!'z propos:al at or sinca-, the hearing 

by roproscntct1vGs o~ the utilities. 

For, 'ella :purpose o'! recording the~.r oporatin'g oXponso::::, 

electric and gas oorporations having ~usl operating revenuos ex-

ceeding ~~50,000~ "out not ovor ::~·250,.OOO'. '!rlll~ ~ zta:ted at tJ:.o :b.oa.r-

ing,. "00 z.tyled. TfClass :s Corporatio::JZ rt , and. those r.c.rtng' oporat1ng 

::-ovonuoz of ~;50 ,000. or less wi 11 be styled ""Clo.ss: C' ,.,Co~ox.atiolis. "'; ... · ... ~ ... r~-. .... 
, I .~ • 

.A.tt.t:.ciled to tr.:ts d.ecision, at eXhibits',. are indoxez giving 

t1'1e caption.::; and account num"oe::-s ot the cono.onzoct operating: oxP:enso 

accounts that shall be kept 'by Cl~sE ~d Cl~ss' ~ electric and gas 

c0rJ?0rD.tions. 

in tho uniform zys·tom ot :l.ccounts proscribed. for Closz A eloctric 
I 

end gee corporations. ", 
..,'. 
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~..<llibit D, baeed. on CommissionTs 3Y •. h:i.bi~ !~o. 3, is an index 

giving the c~pt10ns c.ne. sccount n'tltlberz of the ol'ol:':lting oX',gense 

aCCOiID-:S tllat znall "00 kept "07 Class E' olectrie corpora.tions. 

ExAibit E~ based on Co~issio~~z Exhibit No. 4~ is ~ in~ex 

e;l vinS the captloll3 and. $.oeount numbe:z: oi the operating oxpense 

c.coour:ts th$. t shall "013 kept by Class C oleotrio oorporetions. 

Exbi"01 t ;E1,. bc.sed on Commission Ts, Ex:a:t bi t No.5,. is :m index 

givine ~hc cCl'tionz and cooount, numbers of the opor~~ng oxponzo 

accountz tha.t shall "00 leopt by Clc.ss :9 g"J.s corpore. tions. 

3CCOunts that zhell 'be kept by Class C' ga.s oor:pora tions.. 

~he electric and gas corpor!l.tionz ro~orreci. to herein '1l1l1. 

on ana. after Jo:tJ.us.r:T 1, 1926. "00 rolieved trom iceop1ng their ~o-

counts and rocordz rolating to elootri~ an~ gnz opcrat10DZ. as 

rOQ.~irod by the Unifo:t1Il Systom of Accounts' in offeot 'pl""lor to that 

date. 

Section 4S of tho ?nblic Utilitios ~ct proVidos--

n;r.c.ere the Commizsion 003 :!?l"escri'bed. :tho form o'! accounts, 
records or .:lemor:ll'J.da to '00 kept 'by any public utility '!or ~ 
of ~ ts "ou.siness,. it sho.ll thereafter "00 unla,'/tul :!:or snch 
pu"olic utility to koop any accounts. records or memoranda for 
such 'businozz ot~or th~ tpOS& so ~roscribod. or thos& ~ro
scribed by or undor tho ~ut~ority of any othor state of tho 
Un:i. ted Statos, exoopting such aceouute, records or memors.nde.. 
as zl:a.ll bo oX',!?lanc.tory 0:::', enG. sUl'plomontal to. tho c.ccou:c:~s, 
records or memoranda proccribed by the Commizzion.ff 

! hOl"evrl-::a. si:.bmi t the following :torm o~ order;-

O '." -:', ;.0 1:> -- ..." ...., ...... 

,A public :llf,)a.r.i.ng }:I~rtn5 been. hold: in "~ho abovo anti tled mattor 

and the Commiszion t~svinz given duo cons:i:<i.oration. to the ovidone& 

zubmi tted. = such heering, 
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IT IS E:E:2S:BY O:?~ZRED ~'!:D :iJI:?ECTED J~h:lto:o. end. a:Zter Jo:n"J.:;;.rj 

1~1926~ all Clszs S electric co~oratioDZ must keop thoir accounts 

Ull<i rccord.s in acoord~co- with t:he uniforr. Systom of .!..ccoun'tZ; c.s 

r.lo,d1f!.eCt to the 0zte-nt the:t tilo oper::.tillS' expensf:) acoounts shown 

'thorein arc condo:lZed. in tJ,ccord.anco with tho ineox :lttachod :hereto 

cn~ m~~~d' ~oit ~~: that all 01$23 C electric co~orst1ons muzt 
ko~ tneir accounts snd rocords in aocordgnco vdth tho unifor.m Sys-

~ile~ in tAis prOceo&ing, modi~1ed to tho oxtent tba~ tho oporAtine 

oxpcns(ls zllo'l'JD. tn.oroin s.recona.onzed.·:n accor~ance vri th tJ:le indo'x 

Co ttaoh&d neroto marked t~x'b1 bi t Eft; ths.t sll Class: :s gas corpors.-

tioDZ' mnet k0~p th~ir accounts and rocords in eocor~an¢o vdth t~ 

uniform. Systom of ACCOun~, sz cot !orth in tho Commissionrs Ex-
~ '01 t :~o. 2 filed in this proceoding; 'Codified to t1;.o extent tilat 

the o~orati~ o~enzoz shown therein ere COnd0n?O~ in acoor~~c& 

corpor:;~tionz must }:ocp thoir S.ccou.n~: $lld. rocordz in accor-

Cor:l.tlizzion TS Exlli oi t 1;0. 2 filod. in this proooea.ine~ n;odi::iod to 

~l:0 oxtOl:;;t t:b.a't ~he operating expansos z1:o\'.Jn thoroin o,l"O condanzeCt 

;:eop i -:'c ~~COotltl.ts ~d l"ocorclz o.z now prO'$cri bod: by the COmr.:iss,ion"s 
co::-pora. tio:lS ' 

ore:o.rs fO:!'. Clo.zz A,/ or '((nero c. cOl-porf):t1on: oomit,l,e ttnd.or Clcez. r;; 
,-

~&$ir~$ to ~e&p its accountz ~d recor~. as novr~rozcrib~d by tho 

ior Clszs, ~~. oOr:PoratiOllZ,. it is , 
:!?c~i tted to do so,. provie.&d.7t~t 

1'0r:niz~:i.on 0:: the Commi::::zio:c.~ ciulIl.go ~o t110 clsss to ",'ll!:i.c'il it "00-, 

lon'gs. 
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c.::lc:. rocords rels.ti.!lg to 01oc~rie s.nd gOo::: ol'ero.t"lons in c.ccoraa:lCO 

. v~th tho syztem. of ~coottn~ in 0~~eet ~rior to Janucry ly 1926. 

~~0 foregoing Opinion on& Ord~r arc horoby approvod ~d or-

C:.ereci ~~lcd az t~o Ol'inion :mel Ord.or of tho ?oil:::-O$.c' Corr.:nizc:ton of 

COol iforni0., this /
4/'" _ (') d.ay o~ 

,. 1925. 
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EXElB!T' "J)" 
OtASSIFICATION OF OPERATING ZXP~ ACCOUNTS 

FO? CLASS ":8'" ELECTRIC CO?PO?A~IOW. 
(For text of acco~tssee Unitorm S7st~m of Accottnts pre-

$ori bed !or Class "A'" El&ctrie Corporat1ons.) 

( 8.) 

I. J??O:DUCTIONS EXPENSES. II 
1 ... S~am Power Generation. 
Opora:t1on: 

70l 
'ZOZ to 704-
7.05 
'Z06.'10'2' 

Super1ntend&%l.c~ 
I.s.bor 
hel 

- Sup~l1es and expenses. . 

Cb) Msintens:zlCte: 
'111 Maintenance of structures 

If.LS1ntenance of plant and equipment "ZlZ to, 711 

(or Miscellaneous items: 
121 Production ronts 
122 Steam from othor sources 

2. EYdraul1c Power Generation. 
(a) 0'0 t1 .. e~ on: 

732, to 7$4. 
'l3S 

(b~ M8intonanc~: 
141 
't42 to 't4o. 
'141 to 7.5l 

Su-penntendence 
I.a.bor 
Supplies end expenses 

Ms.intenance o~ structures' 
M~ntons:tl.ce of dams.penstooks, ete. 
:Ma.1ntens.:a.ee of plant and eqtr.1pment 

(c) Miscellsneous 1 toms: 
156 Production r~nts 
751 Water from other sourcos 

S. Gas Power Genera.tion. 
(s,) O:pers.tion: 

76I. 
"l62 to 764 
765 
766;167: 

C 'b1 :Ma.1nto:o.anoe: 
7"l'l 
77.2 to no. 

Superintondence 
Labor 
E:c.g1n& fuel . 
Supplies and expenses 

Ua.1ntensnco o:f struotures 
If.&1ntensnoe o£ plant and equ1:pment 

(c} Miscellaneous items: 
181 Production rents 
'lS2 J?owar gas from other sources 

4. Miscellaneous Production ZXp¢%l3fJs. 
79~' Electric energy from other sources 

II. ~SMISSION EXE>ENSES 
(a) O',pers. t1on: 

SOl 
SOZ to 804. 
806.801 

[b) Ms.~=ce: 
Trsnsmiss10n labor and e~es 

.' 



• 

SlZ t~ 820 

(0.). Miscellaneous i'toms.: 
83l. Trnnsrniesion rents' 

III. DIS~TION EXPENSES 

Cal Operation: -
841 

,. ~... S4Z,.S43 
S4.; 
845 to 848, 
849' 
850 to SSZ 
653 

(b) l£9.1nte:ca.nee: 
S6l 
862 to S69 
S"lO 
an 

Distribution ~per1ntendeno& 
Distribution ~b-stat1on labor and e~nses 
Storag~ batter.y ~pp11es ana expeneea 
Labor and expense&d1st1"1bution l.1nft'S 
Re~ov1ng and resetting tranefor.mers 
RemoVing and reeett1ng meters 
Mlseell~eous distribution 'expenses 

MA~tenanee distribution ~truetnres 
Ma1nt~ee d.i stribu tion sY08tem 
UB.1nte%le.llee consumers- me.tors. 
Ma1nte:c.ance of mis'cellanoous distribut:ton. 

eapitsJ. 

C¢l Miseellnneous items: 
SSl. :Dis-tX':tbution rents. 

IV. UTILIZ~ION EXP?...NSES 

90l.~9OZ';911.,.9lZ C:om.ereiaJ. lamps operation and. ma.1ntensnce-
903~904,~913 :Mc:rl1e1pal lamps opors.:t1on· and. ma1nteXl8JlC-e' 
914.,.9l.S Maintenance m1s~.ellaneo'Z:S' 'ttt111zstion osp1tal. 

92l. to 926 
9Zl to 936. 

94.3 to 9'45.947 
94.~ 
9'48' 
949' . 
950 
9Sl. 
9'52..95S 
9~ to 955. 

V. C'OW!ERCIAL DEP..m~T EX:PDSES 

Commercial dePartment ~pplies and oxp~a 
New bUSiness o~~nse$ , 

VI. mER.AL .AND MISCELLANEOUS· EZPEnsES 
.. 

Pa"'J' and. expenses o·! genera). officers 
2ay snd exp~ses o~ other general of!ic& 

empl.oyee& 
GeDeral office ~plies and expens&s 
Law ~ens&s - general. 
Insursnee 
In~'ttr1es and damages 
Relief and wel£are work 
Re~atory commission expenees 
Other m1eeens:c.eous expense3 
Ma1ntensne& miscellaneous stra.etc.res. and 

eqU1pment 
TlS,.7.5e.77.7.8Zl) , 
8"lZ~9'l6;.957 ) Repa.1rs. charged to reserves-Cr. 
958 . Depreoation expense-s: 
959 :Depreciation ad.:u.s:tments; 
12Z.~5S.~ez.~~} 
~,.88Z,.960 '} 'J'o1xrt ope:r:s.t1nS' expenses-J)r. 
'lM;. 'l59' • ~e.t,. 'l9 Z)' . . 
833,;883;.96J. ~ 'J'o:tnt opemt1ng expoDSos-Cr. 



'1'01. -to 'lS4.i 
'Z'9'2 to. 'l9S) 

"l9l 

SOl. to· 835 

S4J. to 9l.6 

921 to 9Z6 

93l to.93'S. 

EKE [BIT E 

. .,. '., <. , , 
FOR CLASS c: :EIiEC'TRIC co~~cms 

Electric energy' from oth&r source-a 

~sm1ss.1on expenses and. repa.irs: to eap1 te.l 

Dia.-tn. but10n expen.se-s .ana. reps.1ra to cap 1 tal 

Commere.1a.J. department expenses 

94J.. to -9'45; 9'~T Pay of gtnle:s.l 0:£110& empl.()yees nnd. expex:tlJ¢S: o~ . 
genen.l. ot:f:1.c~ 

940 

9'48. 

9'-'9' to 9'5'l} 
9'60 to 96J.l 

9'58 to. ·9'59 

. 
~C:~ 

M1scelle:neOtts gene:ea.l expenses and. mseell.a.neous 
geneml. . repairs. .' 

Cl} ~e text o'! tleeo'tOlts:~ the- numbersot 'Wh1ch a:re-
stated above-,. appesrs. 1n the- Ull1~orm. System 
of .:.ccOtzllts prescribed for Class. ft.A rr ., 
el.ec.tne corpora tiona. .. ,'--'tf .. I •• 

.. ~'" 
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. . . 
FOR C~ ~~ GAS C03PORA~!ONS. 

- - ~, , 

(Fo:- ':OX'C Of e:eo.ounts see Uniform Sys.tem. of' 
.Aceounts. prescribed. for C'J.s.sa ".A" Ge.s. C:O:rpoX'ationa.) 

ca.) Operation: 

't0J. 
'Z'OZ 
'lOG. 
'l'04. 
"'lOS 
Yf06. to "to'! 

m: . 
'Z'lZ to '1'13 
'Z'l" . ns to ns 

Ca.} OpeJ:tX.tion: 

"t3l. 
132 to 'Z'Z5 
'iSS· . 

Cb) Ma.1ntena:c.ee: 

T41. 
142 to 'Z'-'3 
"l" to 'l'4~ 

~oduct1~ ~pe~tendenee. 
~oduetion labor 
Ftt.el. foX' steam 
hel. for ~ 
M1seells:tleous: prod.uction supplies. and. ~nses 
:SY~P%'od.'ttets lAbOr and Gxpe:cse&' 

. 
Ms.1ntenanee of production stncture& 
Ms.1ntena.nee o:f plant and. equ1pment 
Us.1n.-tenenee- 0'£ storage equipment 
Ms.1ntenenee of mieeellaneous: produet1on equ1pment 

:e:t'oduet1on rents 
Steam. :from. other soureas 

2. Xs:t:Xl!sl. Ga;s; :?roduet1on. 

Production ~er~tendenee 
Ope:a.t1ng wel:lsa:ad colleet1ng sys:tem 
nseellti;r1eoue. produo.tion expenses; 

~. .. , 

USintananee production struetur&s 
.Ma.intexw..nee- well.s. and e ollec:t1ng 8~stem. 
:Ma.1ntell8.:C.ee m1scolla.neous pr od:a.et1on equ1pment 

C c.} m.seell.e.neous 1 toms.: 

'Z'Sl. 
756. 

(e.} Operation: 

761. 
762 to- 70s 
'Z'64 to 765 

:E'roduet1on :rents 
Gas· from other SOU=OC$ 

II. mANS'MISSION EnENSES 

Transmission euper1n~endenee 
@pe:rs.t1llg lines s.nd. cOt:tp%'cssor stations 
UiseellsneO'lls t:r:a.nsmia s10n exponze"S 



(b·} Ms.1nten9.nc:c: 

Tn. to '77"'t 

Cel lt1seell&neous items: 

'Z'S1. !l!rs;nSmission rents. 
III. l)IS~I3J"l!ION EXPENSES. 

(c.} Q:pe:r:a.tion: 

79l. 
'Z'92 to '194-
'Z'9S 
"l96. 
'Z'~ 
'Z9'S; 
'2"99-

Cb) 1Es.:tntensnce-: 

SOl. te Sl.0 

D1s.tri'bution superintend'.enee 
Distribution lnbor'and expenses 
Remov~ and resetting meters and re~tors 
:M:cter depa.rtment sa.lD.rie:$ and expenses. 
Inspection co:c.sa.mers premises 
Street 11gb. t1ng e-qu1.:pment-:-opora t1on. 
MiseellD.neous distribution lAbor ~ expenses 

M.s.1ntene.nc:e d.istribution stne:tures. 

ee.} Miseellaneoue items: 

Sl.5 l>1s:tr1bution rentn 

82l. to S2Q. Commeroial department su:ppli~s and. expensea 
83l to S50 Xew btts1ne&S: expenses 

843 to S4.5. S4."t " 
846 
84S 
~9' 
SSi 
852 
853 ~() 8S4: 
855 to- 85'£ 

:es.". and exp'ellS&s' of general officers 
Pa~ .:p:1d expe:o.a&$ of other general ~fiQe 

employees 
General office ~l1e3 and. e~nses 
LEtvr expenses 
Ina"O.%'S.nce 
Inj"a.r1e-e DJld, d.s.mIl.ge s 
:!elit4 and VleJ£e.r& work 
Regt:tlc.to:ry commission expenses 
Other m1se,ellsneous e:lCpensee 
1..b1ntens.ne-e miscellaneous stnctures and. 

eq:a.ipment 
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EXS:IBI~ G 

.. . , 
. ,.,. 

CUSSIFIC~IOli OF' OPERA.TmG E:X:nNSE .!.C'CO~ 

FOR CLASS "~" GAS CO:.:ro~IONS 

701. to-, 'Z'S3 

'1'56-

76l. to '2'83 

'2'9-1 to.' 8l."t 

S2l. to 626 

831. to au 

TITtE O? ACCOUNT 

?I:od.u.c::t1on e:x:pene&s, and repairs. to eal'1ts.l 

Gas. :from other souc:o·s ~ 

~~SS1on expenses, and repairs to c'a;p1 ~l 

Distribution expenses and. repairs. to capi t&l. 

Cammerc1al department expenses 
New:su.s1nesa expensea 

, 
S4J. to· 64.5; 847 Pay o~ genoral off1ee ~loyees and exponses 

of general off1ee 

~s 

848 . 

849 to. '8M} 
855 to 8S'l1 
862 t~.S6S) 

,859' to. 861. 

an. 

\. 

.:taw expenses - general 

Insuranee 

nseelle.neoua. genersl expenses. and. miscellSXIeoua 
general repairS 

1) epreeia t10n expens& 

~ensea of by produots aold 

, (1) 1!b.e te:t of aoconntz .. the ItCtmbers of \\'h1<:h are 
~ted. ab-ove. al':pe.s.rs 1n tl:%etrn1form. System. 
o:! Aceo'Cllts prescribed for (!l8.ze "Att ga.:;t 
corporations. . 


