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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA

In the Matter of the Application of 3
the Board of Supervisors of Butte )
County for an ordex authorizing the )
construction of a road crossing over )
the tracks of the Southern Pacifie 3 Application Ko. 11467.
)
)
)
)

’ /I /

Street in the Baggett Irmact, to
c. E. Rortexr, for Supervisors.of Butte mmty.@/ﬁ&%%

westerly end of MI1ll Street, in the
Paxton Subdivision.
E. W. Zobbs, Lor Soutkern Pacific Compaxry.

BY TEE CQIMISSION:

This 48 a petition of Butte County Lor a.u'bb.orify to construct

8 orossing at grale over the track of the Southern Pacific Company's
Oroville Branch near Oroville, dDrought under the provisions o:t‘ Sec;:icm
2694 of the Political Code. A pudlic hearing was held vefore Examiner
Austin in the Board of Supervisors’ Room in the Court House at Oroville,
Butte Cowaty, Celifornis, on September 23rd, 1925. |
The corossing requested wnder this proceeding is located a.j-
proximately two miles south of Oroville city limits and about one
thousand Reet south of the crossing of Palermo Avenuwe with the Oro~
ville Brapeh o the Southem Pacific Company, walch location is also
the forks of Palermo Avenue and the Oroville-Maxrysville Eighway, wo.ich |
latter road parallels the railroad on its easterly side fLrom the forks -
southerly about eighteen hundred Leet andlthere turns southeasterly‘.

The traffic over Palermo Avenue on & typical July day of 1925 was 6355
ol over the Oroville-Marysville Highway was 530. The Southern Paci—
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ﬁc'Company operates Yut one regular mixed train each way over tiis
dranch dsily. ‘ 4
The proposed crossing wowld conmect Mill Street in thé
Paxton Subdivision, waich lies on the easterly side of that portion
of the Oroville-Merysville Highway above described with Rose Street
in the Baggett Tract, which lies between Palermo Avenue and the ra.ﬁ-
rogd. The necessity Zor the crossing iz stated as twofold; First,
the i*esidents o0f the two subdivisions mentioned desire to establish
a Joint Tire District Lox the protection of their homes and propexty
and apply Lor 'the proposed crossing in oxder that. ILire a.iaparams and
nose may be carried across from one tract to the othexr; Second., maxy
of the residents of the Paxton sﬁbdiv;.sion work at The Western Pacific
Railroad Company Terminal Shops and av the Eutcb.insbﬁ Lunber Conpany
Mills and the proposed crossing is reguired to allow thece residents
%0 have shor't' and easy access to these shops and niills.
The Hutchinson Zill is located about a mile south of the
| proposeld crossing and west of Palexmo Avenue. The Western Pacific.
'Shops are west of Palermo Avenue about one-c_ua.i'ter df a mile south

02 the subdivisions.

Assistant Eagineer, L. R. Kessing, of the Commission®s -

Staff, made a field investigation and sketched on Applicantts .&:hibitr
No. 1 the houses and tents existing or wnder construction on %hoe Pax-'
ton &:.bdivision apd the Baggett Tract. This sketch 3hows nineteen
gompleted buildings, 2 partially complotéd. houses, 2 tent houses and

3 tents in the Paxton Sublivision and 16 houses in the Baggett Tract.
Prectically all of the structures in the Paxton Su.bd.iv;.sion lie be=
tween the existing highway crossing and the proposed crossing. At
least twelve of the structures in the Paxton Subdivision aprear closexr
to the existing crossing than to the proposed crossing. The souther~
ly halves of these two subdivisions are as yet u.nd.eveloped.

=2




- The Qvidencé shows that practically all employees of the
lumber mill and railroad shops &0 by suto to amd from work; that the
distance to Palexrmo Lvenue and Rose Street by the existing Palermo
Avenue crossing from Mill Street nesr the center of the Paxton Sub-
Qivision is greater by adout two thousand feet than the distance by
thae proposeld crossing. At twénty miles pexr hour this wouvld require
66 seconls additionalftime of travel via the existing c¢rossing for the
most Adsvart residents each way to anl from work at the shops and
rill. Fire gpparatus stationed at the Jjunction of the two main high-
ways would be equidistant from the two suddivisions dy paved roads
and close to the bullt=up portion of the Paxton Subdivision.

Certein witnesses testified that in their opinior the pro-
poséd crossing was to0 close to the Palermo Avenue crossing and was
‘0ot properly locateld to serve the southerly half of the sudbdivision,
which when developed.wéuld require an additional crossing fLurthexr
south. It was recommended that a crossing bve ins@alleq at Hellman
Street iistead of at the location proposed in this proéeedxng. View
of the track from the west of the proposed crossing between Mill and
Rose Streets would be badly obscured by scrubd oak trees growing along
the alley adjacent to the rallroad right of way and on private proper-
ty Loxr adbout two hundred feet north and south of Rose Street. The
County stated that while it could remove the trees from the pudblic
roads, it could not remove those from private land if the owners would
rot give their consent.’ |

The record shows that traffic conditlions in the vicinity
of the Ealézmo Avenue crossing are congezted about seven in the morn-
ing, a% noon ard around Zive o'clock in the afternoon and that resi-
tents of the Paxton Tract haveidirficulty in tuming south into Paler=
mo Averue on account of the fast traffic thereon and for the reason

that they are forced to turn through an awgle of about 330 degrees im-

xedlately adlacent to the railroad crossing. It appears, however, that.
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the latter condition can be counsideradbly bettered by moving back fhe
wing fences and cattle guards on the s outh side of the railroad and
paving & right angle crossing ox *the south siae d camtimous with
the present skew orossing. It is recoﬁnmen&ed that this improvement
be wmdertaken Sy the Southern Pacific Company and the Applicant.

It 1s in the pudlic interest to keep the vm:mber‘or grade
erossings serving o given district down to the minimum number which,
when properly placed, will sexrve such district with reasonabdble con~
veniexce. It would appear nes.;cber necossary or in the public interest
to open a Orossing between Rose amd Mill Streets at this time ad
later to open another at Hellunan or sae other neardy street to serve
the southerly half of these subdivisions, particularly sincé the most
distant of these two crossings wonld be not more than twenty-two hun-

dred feet Lrom the Palermo Avenue ¢rossing.
| The record shows that the residents of the Paxton Subdivi-
sion are probably ez;.'titled. to a convenient crossing léa.d.ing t0 the
south dbut that one such orossing is sufficient. The crossing proposed
in <his pro ceeding, however, is not properly located and therefore 1t

appears that this application should de denied without prejudice.

The Board o2f Supervisors of the County of Butte, having
filed certified copies of a petition of reeholders of zaid County
and an order a:ppointing viewers, in which permission is sought to cam-
struct a pudblic highway st grade across the'track'or whe Oroville
Branch of the Southern Pacific Compsry, under Section 2694 of the
Political Code of California, & public hearing having beenm held, the
Commission being apprised of the Lacts, the matter being under sud-

nission and ready Lor 'd.ecision, therefore,




IT IS ZEREBY ORDERED, that the above entitled proceeding
be and 1t 12 heredy Aismissed.
e effective date of this oxder chall Ye twenty (20) days

Zrom the date hereof.
Deted at San Francisco, California, this ﬁM day of

Yovembor, L925.
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Commissioners.




