
Decision :rOe g-& f'{-

In the matter of the e~~lication 
of Uid\",ra,y Gas CompSllY, a cal:1.forn1& 
cOJ!'3)orat1on, tor cert1f:1.cate of pu"o-
11c convenience and necessity, ~or 
s:o.th.ori ty to construct e. l3" natural 
g~s line ~xtend1ng from a ~oint in 
the Ventura Eiver Oil Field, Ventura 
County, to a ~o1nt in thc County of 
Loe Angeles, tying in with applicant's 
eXisting ne:tural gAS lines extending 
trom Tatt to West Glendale. C~li:fornia, 
snd for certificate of public conven-
ience and necessity. to exercise cer-
tain franchise rights in the County of 
Ventura, and in the Cities of S~ 
Buenaventttra, Santa Pa.~a, and Fillmore 
'tU'ld.e,r franchises" provided for by &:pp11-
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--------------------------------) 
~AOS. ~. Eeynolds, for applicant. 
Le~oy ~. Zdward.s, for Southern Counties 

Gas o omp any • 

EY ~~ OO~SSION: 

OPINION -- -- .-. ..... .- ........ 
Mi6.way Ga.s Company of Cali:fo:rn1a. asks the E:::.ilroad" 

Commission to certify that the ,rcsent or future ~ublic conv~n-

1ence and necessity require the construction of :l J;)11'e line for 

the transmission of natural gas from the Ventura River Oil Fields 

to connect near Castaic With applicsnt's existing nc.ture.l gas 

line extending irom Taft to West Glend.ale, CelifOrn1a, and to ex~ 

ercise in the construction and o;geration o! such s. line,. ~ranch!se . '" 

rights granted, or to be granted, b~ the Oountyof Ventura and the' 
cities of San Euenaventura~ Santa ~aula and Fillmore. 

-1-



It o.p~ea:,s :rom the evidence :presented.a.t 8; public hear';' 

ing hel~ on Se:ptember 24, 1925, betore E7~iner Williams, that the 

sUIlply of gas e."laile.ble in Ventura :River Oil :'ield. has ,'been greatly 

increased during the last few months, and also that the sources of 

natural gas in the Los Angeles Basin from wh1cha~~11cant receives 

:oh.tural ges for dist:'ibution in this torritorr, are constantly 

dirnnishing- Z.c.eso statements a.re in accord with the results :,of t: 

investigations that have been carried on by the ,Commission'c'en-' 

gineers. 
It was brought out at the hearing that e"licant h$e co:o.-

~raetod With the Shell Oil Co~any and. the General ?etroleum Com~ 
,. 

Jis.:lY, who are oJie:re tiDg in the Ventura Ei vel' Oil !1eld, :for tile 

l'urcbase o~ some thirteen and a ha.lf million cubic :feet of ,i!J!,s ;po::, .... ~. 

day_ Zhis gas is now being blown to the atmosphere. and in order 
to·secu:re tAo :future );Il-Oduction from those sou.rces al'Zl11c$.llt'he.s 

started the construc.tion of the, thirteen incll':p1pe, line- ill question • 
.. 

l..t the ~ime of :filing of the el':911cat1on for certi:f1cate, 8.1'1'>11-

cant wse hnndling al':9roXimately 200,000,000 cubic feet of na~ral 

g~s ~or day, secured mainly from the oil and gas fields in the so~ 

called Loo Angeles Basin. 
Zne available quantity of natural gas :from fields in the 

Southern Basin has constantly decreased and investigation made by 

the ComQ1ss1on's engineer shows that unlese additional netur~l gas 

isorought'11lto this territory for distribution, there Willes a 

ga.s shortage d.uring the coming Winter months, ~rovid.e6': the ssme are 

of normal, or lower than normal tom:ge:rature. As a matter ,of fact, 

thero were seve.re.l d.ays le,at winter c.uring which 1 t woos nocezes.."7 

to discontinue natural ges service to industrial consumers in the 

Los Aneeles aroa. 



I 

consumers new served by M1dway Gas Company. ~e'oertit1e~te that 
is granted w1l1 theretore be subject to the condition that the 

, 
gas to be transmitted b~ the line herein s:c.tllerized, Will : 'be diE";' 

• , ." ! 
i 

triouted ~or the entire public rather than ~or the limited ~or-
, ' 

tion served by Midway Ges Company. 

ORDER .... .-.- .... -

U1dway- Gas Company 'of Cali:f'ornia, h!l.ving a.pplied to the 

Railroad Commission for an order o&rtitying that presGnt, er tuture, 
~ , 

public convenienoe snd~~eceesit~ reqUire the conatruction of a p~~e 

line tor the transmission ot natural gas and the exercise of the 
I 

rights and :9riVileges ot certain franchises granted, or to. be grant;';' 

ed, to :Midway Ga'S' Comp~of Cal·1forni8" a. :public hearing he:V1ng been , , 

held, the matter 'being submitted and n¢w reedy for decision; 
~e 'Ra1~roa.d. Comm1SSien hereby certifi,es and d.eclares 

that public convenience and necessity re~u1re, end ~ll reqUire, 

the construetion.by Midway Gas Compan1 of California., of ~ pipe 

line for ~e transc1ssion of natural gas in the approx1m~te ~oeation 

and along the route s:c.own in me.;ps submitted. as e.pplieant's·Exh1b1t 

ftG", from'a :90int in the Ventura B:1,ver, 011 Field to e. :point nea.r 

Casta1c in the County of ~os Angeles, ~nd the exercise by M1d~ 

-~ 



Gae Com~any' of the rights and ~rivilegcs ~~der frsnchisesgrented~ 

or to be granted County of Ventura~ Cities ot San Buenaventura~ 

S~ta ~eUls and Fillmore, all subject to the following condition$~ 

and not othervnse. 

''1. ,~ha t in t:c.e e ..... ent of the sho:-tage in 
the su,ply o! natural gas in Los ~ele3p 
Orange, San 3ernardi~0, or ~ver$ida 
Counties, the natural gae tren8~orted by 
means ot za1~ ~1~e line shell be disposed 
ot and d1~tributod in accordance vdth th~ 
orders of this COllll:ission. 

2. TM.t on or'before j)ecember Zlst, 1925, Mid-
way Gas Com~any of Californie shall file , 
wi til this CO.t:misziO:l eo cor;y of e'ach of said. 
franchises and e 3ti~uletion duly execute~ o~ 
~ut:aority 0:£ its 30~rd oi Directors, agreeing 
tho. tit will nc.ver claim :for s:n.y 0'2 sc1d trs.n~· ' 
ch1ees So value iD exceSS of the cost thereof. 

3. T'lle au thor1 tr h.e·rein gra.n ted slw.ll be come 
effective only u~on the issuance of a sur;ple-
ccntal order by the ?.~..i lro'e.d Comc::1seion ap~ 
Droving the sti~ulatione referred to in Condition. 
l!'o. 2 ~bove. 

:;)e.ted. a.t Sc.n Fra.ncisco, Ca11forn1s., this w o.J day of 
__________ ~_o_~_c_m_b~o~r ___________ • 1925. 

. Commissione.rs. 


