Decision No. /&7 dH .

BZF0RE TEZ RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application of

the BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE

COUNTY 0P STANISIAUS, State of Calif-
ornia, for s crossing over the

Southern Racific Company’s right-of-
way a2t tho southerly line of Montpelier.

Application No. 10898.
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2. E. Zion, Deputy District Attorney,
for sapplicant.

W. Rigiden, Lor Southern Pacific Company. -

BY TEE COIMMISSION:

ORINICX

In this application the Counﬁy 02 Stenizlaue reguesis
anthority to construct & croesing ot grade over the itrack amd
right~of~way of Sonthorn Paclific Compeny at the souxﬁerly line of
Montpelier. '

L public heering wes held at Modesto on August 27th, 1925,
vefore Ixeminer Satterwhite. At thic heering Southern Pacific Com=-
pany appesred and'offered 1o objoetion to the opening of this
crossing.

Montpelier iz & town of sbout twenty-five Linhabitents ox
the Qckdsle Branck of Soumthexn Pacific COmpaﬁy, near the southerly
1ine of Stanislaus Comunty. The railroad company meintains e station
end & section héadquarters and there it &lso & gonersl store and &
2ow scattering houses, three grain warehouses and & Farm Burean

elevétor. At ono time a townsite was laid out ard a dozen.or'more
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Daper étreets locsted, most of which were never opened and the pres-
ent traveled rosdways depart materially from the streets as laid
out. AU present two of taese svreets, Fifth Street and Zighth Street,
some 1400 foet apart, and & cownty road 2000 feet north of Fifth
Street, ore opened aeross the‘raiiroad traecke and the application in
the present vroceeding vroposes to also open Zleventh Strect agrose
the railroad about 1400 Zeet south 0f Zighth Street, makiné four
grade crossinge over rsilrosd tracks iﬁ a distance of 4800 ZfLeot.

Por & promer understanding of the situation at Montpelier
a brief descripvtion of the routes of travel through the town is nec-

essery. The main couwnty rosd from the north approaches the town

varallel vo and on the westerly side of the railroad intersectiing

with an east and west county rosd nesr the northerly limits of the
subdivicion. Troisc latter road, vhich ic the chief outlet to the

west and extonds some ten miles westerly To the State Zighway, ¢rocz-
¢S the tracks at the most nortaexly of the three existing crossings
described chove and then fturns southwerd parallel to the Track ep-
proximately along what is termed "G" Street in the townsive sub-
diviesion, recrossing tae tracks aéain 2t the Eighth Street crossing
end continues or south on tho west side of the track o The cownty
line. The mein road to the eazt exnters the town on one of the rum~
bered sirects of .this snbdivision, presumably fifth Street, although
the record s not clear on this noint. Itlcan, therefore, be soex
428t While tho main rosds leading %o +the rorth, west and south all
exter the town from the westerly side of the track, cll through
wraffic zust cross the tracks at lezszt once end much of it twice;
Taking thics into conéideration, together with the 2sct thet the ware-
bouses and grain elevator mentioned are sll on the west slde of the

track and that with the present arrangement of roads arnd c¢rossings,
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all grain hauled to lontpelior from the north and wost 45 moved
across the tracke twice, 1t is evident thet the oxisting rouves
of traevel arﬁ not properly located.

It does not appear thet the opening oL the mew cressirg will
in eny wey Lmprove thiz condition. It will, in fect, only tend %o
perpetuave & situation which should be corrected before further cot-
tlement and development of this community mekes suck correction dif-
fieult end expensive. Roezds parellel to railrosd tracis such &5 this
one Zreguently become important arteries and any'unnecessary LSS5~
ing of %these rosds with the tracks should be avoided.

I7 the north and south roed through iontpolier were locat-
ed on tae west side of the tracz as it is both to ﬁorth and south
~he townsite, tae one crocsing ot Fifth Street conmecting with the
msin road to the csst would be the only crossiag éver Sonthern 2ac-
ific tracks that public convenicnce would reguire. Suckh & route
15 feasible by way of "ET Street and there being already‘two UNOC~
essary crossings in existenca, 4% i3 difficult to Jjustify the in-
stﬁllaxibn of a fourth crovsing.

4 1s suggosted that the oponing of o new crossing at
oventh Street would permit tae closing of the Zighth Street cross-
ing and elinminate the existing encroackment of the road on Southern
Teeific property to the south of Zigath Street. The effect of suca
e change would increcse tae amouwnt of tralfic over the tracks as sll
vekicles from “he soutk, having business with tae werekouses oOr the
grein elevator, would be compelled To cxoSS the trock twice. 1%
fe slzo olaimed thot Tleventh Street would provide a safer crossing
than Zighth Stroet, trere being but ome track st Fleventh Street

and taree &t Zighth Street snd the view is also obseured by bvuild-

ings et the latter street. However, unsatisfactory grede conditions
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would exizt et the Zleventa Street crossing 1f comsztructed zs pro-

posed inithe applicaticn snd a considerable amount of grading would
be required to provide a satisfactory approach from tho south. It
would also bo necessery to comstruct about 1400 Foet of new road
elong "GT Street south of Zizhtha Street.

Tae present traffic over Zighth Strect iz estimoted ot 50
vehicles nexr day and the railroud operates two trairns. In view of
thae smell amount of treffic tae £light advantaée oz the éi&e of
safety at the Zlevenia Street crossing is offset by the dizadven-

eges cited. Ehevproposal t0 zpend & considerablé sum “0 incresse

toe safety oz séme 80 vehicleos & duy is no% convineing when 1t is
possivle without'undue expence 4o provide s road which would obvicte
vie recessity of crossing the trocks ot a;l. T%g present traffic

I8y not warrent the corstruction of suck o foad/;; the same megsure
present treffic does not warrant the opening of a new crossing. It

is the opinion of the Commiszior thet until the orening of the through
route on the wost side of the track iz warranted, the exicting crocs=-
inge will edequately serve the vublic noccssity and that tais Eppli-

cstion taerefore zhould ve denied.

County o Stanizlaus, heving spnliod to the Commission for
permission To comstruct a croszsing at grode ot the southerly line of
xontpelipr a2erese tke track of Southorn Pacific Commeny, s mublie
heariﬁs hoving been held, tho matter naving been duly submitted sand
aow reedy Loxr deciszion, for vhe ressons steteld inm the Zoregoing opin-
ion,

I% IS EZRZBY OZDERED thaet the obove entitled amplication




be and the same is heredby denlod.

LAY

Tor 2ll ovaer purpoces the effective date of thiz order

srall be twenty (20) deys froz the dzte hereof.

Deted at Sen Pronciseco, Celifornisa, this (Q‘#}day of

Decenbver, 1925.

Commiceioners.




