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W t}’ HAGANE

In the Matter of»the Spplication
oL the Cownty of liexced for
guthorization pormittirg tho .
construction of the highway crossing
over the Central Pacific Railrocad on
an avemue in Livirgston Realty Cone-
pany‘" Subdiviuion, Section 25, Twp.
6 S..R. 11 B, . D. Be & M.

dpplication No. 11327.

P Nt Nl S Ny Sl Nl el Nl Nt S

C. E. MbCray, District Attorney for
Applicant.

EZ. Ww. Hodbe, for Southern Pacific Company.
BY TEZ COMDISSION: -
OPINIOXN

This is an application by the Cownty of lerced for suth-
ority to construct a road crossing at grede over the main 1imo and
g8ide “rackes of Southern Pacific Company at 2 point noar tho ezst-
orly limits of the City of Livirgstoz.

At vhB-Publ ¢ hearing whickh was held before Ixeminer Sat-
terwhite at lierced oz Auvgust 28th, 1925, Southern Pacific Coxpany
appeared and opposed the granting of this application.

In the vicinity of Living»ton the main line track of Sou~
thern Pacific COmwany 804 the California State Eighway are parallel-
and constructed on adjacent righte of way, thoe highway lyicg %o the
20rth Of “the railroad. As it ueual when thic condition existe,
¢crossinge over the track connecting tho higaway with roasds on the
0pposite cide are roguired at intorvels and the cro 3ing requested
in this application purports to serve such s nublic need.

The crossing, if instal;ed,.wonldlqonnect with o dirt
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...urfe.ced road waick exteris ..-.outh along. the anarter—section line
three=quarters of s mile. .The rosd is now tmveled\ Lor its full
length but spparently the county has been deoled rigat of my for
Some 300 foet only. Graaé .crossings of othor north.smd south roada
ere mainteined at the sect’i’z“.'-on Lines one-half miie to tke eagt and |

The west respectively. The latter is the main Street onLivings'son‘

and ig protected by an antometic flagnan. There is also an inter-
mediate.'crossing that of "C" Street apyproximstely liOO feet west of
the one vropooed in the epplication. This cxosging is als¢ one of

the chief entrances 1nto the City and 1is well paved and 8180 protoc-
ted by an automatic flagman |

Tho Propozed orcssing would orose throo tracks of Southern
Pacific Company and since the railroad tracks are 1ower toan dotk
the highway and the surfsce of The ground to the south o:t the rail-
road, approaches gloping in esach direction toward the crossing would
be reguired and the fact that the tracks westward from the proposed
crossing are im a through cut several foet in depth tends to obscure
the yiew and wounld add consid.erably To the hazard.

The chief purpose of the ¢rossing :'equestod. sppesars to be
10 furnish s more convemient xeans of access to the roceiving shed
oL the Sun Msid Raisin Growers Associstion which is located across
the track from the bighwaey just outside of the easteriy City Timits
of Livingstcn, and to enable the ralcinm cr<>p %0 be moved from the
viveyarés to this plant. with & minfimom hauwl. 7That pcxtion of the
erop whick is grown north of the railrocad mst of mcoﬂaity be
noved &cross the tracks and wbile raisins from distriets to th&
zorih and west of Iivingston can be hauled over exlsting crossings
Witk but slight, 1f any, inconvensence, 1t s at present necescery
Z2or those growers gituated to the eastward to haul their

crop along ,
the highway to the mow Street erossing above._,do cr.:.‘ood and ‘t:hen




Proceed west along "C™ street ome block before an open route back

to the recelving ghel. 18 roached. This involves an extrs banl of
approxizately 3000 feet which would be saved if the mroposed oToss-
ing were iﬁstalled.

| It appears, however. that by n~ing the existing crossing
ono=-talf mile to the east thence traveling along a dedicated aznd
traveled road parallel to wmd on the opposité.sido of the track Lrom
the highway, the roceiving scale can be resched by ever s shorter’
route thar the proposéd ¢rossing woﬁME afford. wWhile this rosd £é
at present open and traveled, it is not in proper shape Lor hesavy
trucking and unless improved would not be used for this yurpoae.

The crossing womld be uSed principally during the grape
harve st season, beginning aboum Sevtember lst oach yoer and contin-
wing into December. During the belance of the year there woumld be
1ittle, if any, necescity for the crosoing a8 the ambunz of local
traffic that wonld wse the crossing 4s very insign;ficanx an& can
be adequately cared for at existing crosaings.

The need for this crossing appears, therefore, t0 be more
private thanmpubliq in ite nature. It i3 true that the plant, to de
Teachel by the croseing, is owned by an association of grcwérs but
the primary'nurposo of the organization is yrofit to these ownexrs
rsther than public service and it it the opinion of the Commiawion
that where the 3ole burpose of a roal crosying over ra;lroad tracks
is to reack 8 single inéuc try, a yrivate rather than a public cross- |

, ing‘dhbnla be installed. In the present cace a pr;vate crossing,

constructed and controlled oy the Sun Ma il Raisin Growero Asaocia—

tion, will serve the growers as wvll ae-the public crossing propoeed

in this gpplication. The gates of suck & cros°ing could apd qhoula bo

kept locked during the seasons that raieins are not being delavared

end dwring the time that the plant 4is in operation, a watdhmaa should

be provided t¢ prevent the use of the crocsing by unauthorize& persons ‘
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and also to act as & flagmen in protecting traffic. |
The ap:plioation for a public crossing will therefore be
denied. |

COu.nty of Morced, having applied to the Commission for
pemisuio" To cometruct a crossing at grade of an avenus in. Living-
gton Realty Company Subdivision. Section 25, T. 6 S., R. .ll B.,

. Ds Be & M., 90ross the trecks of Southern Pacific Compsny, &
Public hearing having been neld, the matter having been 4aly sub-
zitted and now ready for decision, for the reasons stated 1n the
Zoregoing opinion, | B

IT IS EEREBY CRDERED, that the sbove ontitled application
ve and the same ig heredy denied.

For all Other purposes the effective date of tb.i order

shall be twenty {20) &ays from the date hereof.
Dated at San Francisco, Cslifornis, this éz dey of =

- December, 1925.

Commissioners.




