
Decision No. Ii' 2 G · 

, 
.1 , .. 

A. R •. Bidwell for applicant. 

, BY mE COMMISSION: 

OPINION .... _ .... _- ... ...-. 

• 

~.b.is is &l s,l'Plie.a.t:ton for en illcreazo 1n rates tiled 

by A. R. Bidwell £1.$ tho exec.utor of the estate of Cls.%a31dwell, 

deceased, o~erating ~der the fictitious name and styleottba 

GreenVille Wa.ter COX!lpa.ny, and w.b.o operates a. public utility water 

systet:l w.b1c.ll :;:.upplies wa.ter for domestic ptl.l'poses to tb.e toym of 

Greenville, Plumes County. 

The ap'plicat1o~ alleges in effect that tho pres~t rates 

do not yield a fair re~urn upon the investment over and a.bove the 

costs of mS1ntensnee and d.epreciation. TAe Eailroad Commission 

is ther'lforo asked to rense a%ld ine:rease tAe presontsc.b.edulo of' 

rates in Order to ms1nt~in n rea.s~'b1e standa.rd of service. 

A pub~ic heariDg 1:1 this matter wa.$ held b.~foro ~

iller .Sattor\v.b1te in GreenVille on October 6, 1925, s.:eter all in-
I 

terestedparties had been notifiod and given an opport~1ty to 
be· pre sen t and 'be .lleard. 

~he p:eeeent rates were establlahod b,- tho :Rc.1lroo.d. 
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Commission in Decision 110. 8153-, dated S~t:em'ber 25, 1920, and 

are in part as folloV/s: 

MONTELY FLAT ?A.TES 

1. :Residences, 'boarding .b.ouses and 10dg1rJ.g .b.oUS'es 
of five rooms or less. • • • • • • • • • •• $~~40 

]I'or es.eb. additional ro01:.. • • • • • • •• 0.25 
Addition~l for each bath tub • • • • • • • •• O.SO 

~ ~ ff tOilet. • • • • • • • •• 0.30 
Etc •. 

Monthlz Meter Rates: 

?rom 0 to SOO cubic feet, POl" 100 cu.ft ••••• 
~om 500 to 1000" w " w ~ •••• 
Over 1000 ~ " " ~ ~ • • 

-
M1n1:cmm Xont.b.ly P;vments: 

$O~25 
0.20, 
0.15 

5/.8 inch m~ters. • • • • 
3/4 " " ••••. 
Etc. 

. . . . . . . • • • • • • $:1..00 . . ., . . . . • • • • •• 1.25 

~1s system obtains its water supply fran Bo.ckeyeSp:r1ngs 

in North Canyon, If miles sou.t.b.WE)st of GroenVille and the water is. 

transmitted h1 graVity t.b.rotlgh an open d1te.b. to So small regul.e.t1ng:' 

reservOir Slld theres.'fter distrlbrLted by pipe, lino to t.b.e conzumers 

in GreenVille. 

In 1916 the vrater supply was augmented 'by uti11.z1ng the 

overflow f.rom RO'O.lld Valley Reservo,ir, eo storage baa1n also owned 

by t.b.e Bidwell Estate s.nd lo~ted o.t the hea.d of liorth ce.nyon~ This 

water is owned by the Aound Valle,- Water Comps.ny and is sold: to t.l:l.e 

Greenville Ws.ter comp~. The d.1s:trl"outing zyetem:tn Greenville 

was installed in about. 1880 and reconstncted in 19l3. On October 

1, 1925, t.b.ere were '70 active eonso.mers served by this system.' 

:R. E. Sa.va.ge~ one of tlw CoIlllll1sS1on f s eng1neers. present-

ed a. report in w.b.icb. tb.o original cost of: the land:s and phys1c:al 

pl"Ope.rt1.es V1aZ GaUsted. to be $).2,0017 as of October.5, 1925, tb.o 

deprociation annu:tty VIeS giv.en as $18'2' computed by the 5~ s1nld.ZJ.g 

:f't1nd ::netb.od., and the maintenance a.:ad operat1ng expeIlSes for the'. 
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immediate futttre were est1ma,ted to "oe $1,185. Thore was 'illcluded 

ill the properties appraised above the sum of $1,725 for So trans-

miSS:tOIl d.i tc.b. not p::op&::ly e.llargoabl e to this utility. T.b.1& 

e.mO'l:.:o.t t.b.erefoz-e s.!lotl.ld be deducted, leavillg $10.282 w;b.1¢,b, z-ep-

resonts ~ fair valuo ~or tbe rate b~se in this proceeding. The 

corresponding depreCiation annuity Will be $179. 

Mr. 3idwell tostified tll:9.t· b.1sopers.tiJlg. expe:cses exclu-

sive o! d~precia:t1o%l bavebeell ~19325 in 1922, $1'9388 in 1923 aDd 

$1,4.84 in 1924. Rewover t!:.:e evrdence ind.ie:ates that certa1:l items 

b.ave been included. in these" figc.ros wh1cb. are more ::?roperly eharga-

able to capital insta.llat1c:oe. It appears t.b.at the reaeol:Ul.ble 
' . ...:J 

costs of ope.ratiO%: a.:c.d m.e.1ntenance of t.b.is e:vstem in tAe 1l::.::ed1a..to 

future should. Dot exceed $1,300, a.m tbie amount Will be allowed 

herein~ 

rhe revenues for 1924 8.lIl0tUlted. to $1,871 and ~or 1925 

Will he sligh.tly groater, ha.Ving beaJ. estimated to be aboUt. $2~14S. 

:3ssod upon the foregoing f1gc.res tb.e results of operations 1n 1924 

amounted to a net retttrn of 3.7% upon t.b.o rate base o:r $10,282 and 

the allovrenco made for ~ture operating expenses. rhe cor.re~nd

ing rettl.m fo'%- 1925 Will be 6%. 

monthly charge for me;terod· service of o:c.ed ollar is UIlreasonably 

low and does not compare properly v;.1 th tho average' mont.b.l:r fla.t 

rate c.b.e.rge of two dollDorS ... l'hero are ot.b.er s11g.b.t res.djua'tments 

t.l:.a.t may be mac1e 1nthe eXist1ng :f'la.t rates' which Will more equit-
, . 

ably spread t.b.o e.b.a.rges for SllC.b. s:erVie.e 1:0 aeeordsnce Wi t.!l the 
." actual use of we. ter, ,Without the neeessi ty of any generel 1neres.se 

in :rate. Tb.e fo.lloW1.ng rate sc.b.ea.ule s.b.o'Oldwit.b. p:ro~r 'economy . 

produce s. rea.sons.i>le return upon tho i:c.v.estment ()ver and a.bove t.b.e 

costs of ope.rs.tf.on and deprec1at1on and. should. a..t· t.b.Ge,ame~ 'time' 

provide for a. more tt:l1fol:'lll elass:t:ttca.tioll of clls.rges. 
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ORDER _4IIIIIIIIt __ ..... __ 

A. E. :S1d.wGl1~ opera.ting under the :f'1et1 t1o'ttS :aa.me 8m 
sqle o:r the GreenVille Water COItpany, .b.a.v:tng Iria.dG sp.plicat1on to 

tAe :2a11rosd Oommission as entitled 'above, a pub1.ie .b.os.r.tDg iJ.aVinS' 
been held thereon, one. tb.e matter bAV1Ilg been S'tlbCl1 tted., 

It Is Hereby Found as .a. Fact tbAt the rates now c.ba.rged" 

by t.b.e ss:td A.. ~. B1dwell s.:ro unjust snd U%lree.sonable in so far as ' 

they ditter from t.b.e rates, .Ilere11l est.s:011s.b.ed., a.n1 t..b.a.t the rates 

herein egta.blis.b.ed ere juat SJld reasonable ra.tos to be e.bArged for 

the service re~dered.. 

:ss.sing its order upon the :!orego1l:lg find1llg o:t ~ac:t, s.:od 

upon t.b.o :fa.rt.b.er statements of tact cOllta.:tned '1n the Opinion Wb.1c..b. 

precedes this order, 

I~ IS a£:nE'3Y ORDE3ED, t.b.a.t A. :R.' Bidwell,' opo:re:t1zxg under 

the ftet:t t10us :ae.me a:ad style of the GreenVille Vlater Comps.rr.y, b~ 
" 

and he is here-by a.u.t.b.or1zed and directed to file- Wi,th this COlml21s-

&1on Wi t.bin twenty (20) days from theda.to o;t this o rier , t.b.e follow-

illg schedule of ra.tes, ss.id rs.tes to- 'be cJ::larged On all b11ls render- : 

ed. to eonsttine:rs s.:f'ter January 1, 1926: . , 

MONTZr,Y ~TER MTE3 

From 0 tl> 700 cubic feet, per 100 cu.tt. ,' •• $0.25 
" 700, ff 1500" " "100 " .. • • ,0.20 
". 1500 'f! $000," " "100 " • •• 0.,15, 
'! 3000 '! 5000" " '! 100 " • ... O.lO 

Over -, 'SOOO" " ft 100 '! ...... O~ OS 
UONT'ELY M:iJmrolr METER CRARGES 

5/.8 1:c.ch mEtters.. • .. .. .. .. .. • • ,. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $:I. ~ sO 
3{4" ft.... .. .. .. .. .. '.. .. • . .. .. .. .. .. • ,,2.00 "', 
1. !!' '!.... .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • ' Z.OO, 
1';' f1 ".... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .... 6~'OO-
2-" ".... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..' .. .. .. .... '1 • .50' 
3 " It.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. • .. .. l2.-'OO" 

.. Meters may be :iJ::l.stslled by the ut11i~ at 
i te own expensE> 12.1'Oll IXD.Y' serviCE> and the con-
:::umerb1lled at :ceter rs.tes upon 30 dsys' 
w:r1 tten %loti ce.. ' -

Meters will b~ illStaJ.led s. t the request of 
EJ:1J.y consumer upon t.b..e doposit Wi tll the utility 
of the est1mted cost of sue.b. installtltion snc1 
water supplied Will thoreafter ~e chargod for 
Sot meter rates; Sl4cll deposits to- be ret'ar.tle:d to 
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1. 

I) -. 

consumers a. t the monthly rs.te of one fotrrth 
t.b.e bills for water used tl:trottgb. the meter. 

MONTE:LY P"'"~ RA.T3S 

:Residence:: am Bosrd1Dg ROU$:$S of :f'i ve rooms 
or 1&,$$ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • :5,'1. 50 

Add1 t1ona.lfor each ba.th Or -;Oil&t. .. '.. .. • ... .25 

Spr1nkl~ of lawns, gardens, etc., per, 100 sq. 
ft." ................ __ •••• ' .. .05 

3. .Addit1.onal· for gSzs.ge, for each automob11o. ... .25 . 

4. P:r1ve.te:Barn: 

s. 

Ca) Not more than two horses or cows •• 
( "0-) Zach. sdd:t tional horse or cow. .. • .. 

• • • . .. . 
Rotels. ,. . . . . . . ~ .' . . . .. . . . . . . • 

(&) Additional for each room with running 
I water .. • • • • • • • .' • • • '. .. .' .. 

(1») Additi~al for eacn bath ~b ...... • • .. .. 
C c). " "" to11&t...... .. . 

6. Stores, shops, bakeries, pool balls, sod~ f~un-

.so 

.20 

3.00 

.25-.so 

.25' 

ts.1ns, SOft drink parlors, resta:a.re.nt3. .. • • 3.00 

7. :Ora.g stores end photo graph gs.ll~rl.es,. • • • •• 3.50 

s. :ss.nk:~, f'rate%'l:lSl b.s.lls, club rooms, c.b.urches.. 1.50 

9. Offi co bUildings, for eae.b.. office • . . . . . . 
10. EtJ.rber shops: 

(Do) '. Per cMir • .. • • . .. • .. • • • .. .. • • .. 
(b) ~dd1 t1on$.l for aD.C.b. bath ta."Q.oo • • • • ... 
(c) " "" tOilet ......... . 

~ ..~ 

.50 

1.00 
1.00 

.50 

11. Creameries; slsugb..ter houses end la:c.ndrie.s. •• 5.00 

12. L1 V()r.7 stabl as 0:"' feed ra.rds, e.ve:ra.ge %lumber 
. of head of stock per month, per'head •• ~. • .25 

l3. Blacksmith shops, machine shops" lumber ya~ds, 
w.!I.reb.ottses. .. • • .. .. ., • • .. • ., • .. • • .,. 3.00 

14. ~blic Garages: 
Ca) Six auto~biles or l~ss ........ oo. 3~OO 

15. 

l&. 

17. 

(b) Eaeh additional automobile. • • • • • •• .50 

Automobile su..ge depots, filling sta.t1ons f , 

s.utomo,bile repair shops. • • • ., ., • .. • ., ., ., 

~b11e schools. • .. . . . . . ... . . • • • • • 

Wa.ter mo-::ors. . . . .. .. .. ., .. . . . .. . . . -ill' • 

5. 
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18. Build1Ilg' Work: 
Ca.) For mixing mortar and dampen1ng brick, - , ~or 1000 brick. • • • .. • • • • • • • • $.35 
(b) Cement work, per barrel o::t cement. •• .15 

19. AJ.l ot.b.eruse C inc lud1llg stree.t s:prinkl1ng), 
at metered rates. 

the. t J...:Et. :Bidwell be SXl.d 

he is hereby d1rected to file wi tb. the E..cUlros.d. COmrais·siol1 Within 

thirty (30) days fro.:. the date of tb.ie order, rules A%ld x-egcla..t10n3 
'. 

gcverDing the di str1bution of ws.tQr ·to Me cons'llmers~ said :rules 

and roga.le:t10ns to become effecti va upon the approval by t.bis 0001-

mission. 

For all other purpos;os, the effecti va date of this' o:r:dor 

s.b.al.l be twen. ~ (.20) days from and a:tter tbe date hereof. 

De-ted s.t san Prancisco, Cal~ornia, this .:Z! d d~ , 
of ~eeenber, 1925. 

6. ···Ou. ~v;;); 


