Decision No._/ = § 20

DETORE U RATIROAD COMLISSICN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORIIA

Ir the natter of +the application of
the City of Compton for permift to ¢ross )
the trocks of the 2acific Electric Railw) ‘ :
w2y Compsny detween the lines of IKn ) Application No. 11649.
Street, extonded coross the tracks of )
szid Pacific Zlectric Railway Company )
" )
)

in the City of Compton.

A, C. Coomey, City ittomey, for ipplicant.
Trank Xexrx, for Pacific Zlectric Railway-Company;'

WEITSELL, COMMISSIONER:
O2IXNIOXN

“ols is a proceeling drought before the Commission by the

City of Compton, seeking permission 10 construct Ilm Street at grade

across Pacific Zlectric Railway Company®s main line between Los Angeles
and the soutk beach &iztrict, inclﬁding.san Pelro and Long Béachi_
Public hearing was held in this matter atACOQPton, on Novem=
dexr an,,lézs, at whickh time the applicatioﬁ was amended o change fhe
words "2acific Zlectric Railroad Company™ 30 ac to rea¢lﬂPacific,Elecf
tric ﬁzilway Company."” ) | - |
Iln Street is an east ant west highway, 40 feet in wiath; '
situated in tae northerly‘portion of the City 6: Cohpton.7 It extends
sron Long Deach Boulevard om the east to the west City Iimits, a dis—
tance'oé about two miles, and intersects the Zour zostvimportanx north
and couth highway arteriesz jpassing throusgh Compton;vnamely, Long Beach‘
Bouwlevard, Alameda Street, Wilmington Street and Compton Areﬁuag mhq
disbtances between these MAZUWEYS clong Elm Street are approximately as

‘Long ZBeach Boulevard to Alamedo Street - three-fourths of &
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zmile; Alanela Street to Wilminston Street - ome-fifth of 2 mile;‘ahd
Wilmington Street to Compton Avenue - three-guarters o2 a mile. Zin
Street Lis open vo traffic throughout its entire length, except acioss
Pacific Electric Zoilway Company’s right-of-way, which is situsteld de=-
tween the two paved branches of ﬁilmingfon Streét; and across Southern
Pacific Company®s right-of-way immediately east of ilameda Street. Zim
Street iz now p&ved from Compton Avenue to Llameda Street, dxcépt
across Pocific Electric Railway Company®s right-of-way and also Zor a
Zew blocks between Long 3ecch Boulevard and Aamela Street.

The neareét crossings over Pacific Eleotric Railway Company’s f
tracks to the one proposed herein, are to the moxth at Orange-Street,i_
o distance of zbout 950 feet, and to the south at Main Strect;;& &ic-
tance o2 about 1700 feet, thus moking the distonce between the necrest
existing crossings 4o E&m Street approximately ome-half mile. Main
Strect is the prizeipal east oand west street of the City oxd iz situeted
apperimaxe;y in the center thereof, with respect to 2 north aud Qouth
divizion. The district to the south and easzt- of the proposea‘crossing"
iz Comptonts main infustricl section. The other property adjaceat to the
propoced céosstng, Loxr the greater part; is residentigl,at thiz tine,
excepting along the west side of Wilmington ALvenue, which ic potentinl
business nroperty.

| ™e Paciric Lectric line iﬁfolvea herein 1z an importa;t

double track high-speed inberurban railrosd over whick the grezter por-
tion of the train movements between Loz Aageles and the zouth beacﬁ 4 =~
trict, includiné both San Pedro and Zong 3eaoh, axe oyerated;' The recoravv
shows that there are normally 238_p&ssengér traing and 20 freight trains
onerzteld over this line per day. Mony of these trains ftravel ot high
rates of zpeed in the vicinily ol the proposed crossing. The Sracks are
1ocatea-on‘the westérly jor@ion of a private right*of-ﬁay,'which iz 130
feet im width iz the vicinity of Zn Street, thué.leéving approximateiy.‘_

100 Zeet along the east cife o2 the tracks for industrisl developmexnt.

o
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at the present vime there is 2 lumber yaxrd situated eést‘of the
and inmediately south of Ilm Street.

Pacific eleotric Raflway Company cubmitted an exhidit showing
the estimaited cost of the proposed crossing to be $2,155,00, which inQ
cludes the imstallation of an automatic ZLlagnan. . | .

The testimony shows that o croscing over this raflrosd st Elm
Street would serve considercble pubdblic convenience. Ihis croscing wduld
affoxd access acrocs the rafilrocd fxrom vhe industrial.district to the
east of the tracks to the residentidl district adjacent to En Streoet
west of vhe railroad, particularly for deliverie:z :rom“the lumber cone
pary referred to above. The lbose Lodge propoces fo conztruct a hall near
ne northeast corner of Elm and w11mingfon‘8treets and 1% i plannedvfhdt‘
this n2ll will, in addition to accommodating the lodge méetings,,be uged
for public gatherings of verious other organizations, therefore, tie pro-
posed crossing woulé be of considerzble convenience to a certain pro-
portion of the people who attend these meetings. n view of theseyiacts,
it does not ceen ﬁnréasonable to permit a crossing'over-this »cilroad
between lMoin and Orange Streets approximately one?ﬁalr mile ayart, travercs
ing a duilt-uwp cection of this community, having a population of about .
8,000. Zublic convenience and necessity therefore appear to Justify the
gronting of this application. "

Roference waz made to the fact that Pucific Electric Railway
Compe.ny dia, ot the time 1% was constructing its line through Comptoz,
grant to the City am eagement over its r»right-of-wiy Zor th@lconstrﬁotion
of Poplar Street ot grade. Poyiﬁr-Street isfsituated.oné biock to then‘ |
south of Zim Street, a d..‘..stc.n’c'e of about 300 feet.’ Wifth.'the construstion
of a2 erossing at Elm Street, there would seemvfo bé 1ittle nged,ror one

&t Poplar Street and it Lo therefore recommended that the City attempt

to exchange 1%s ezsement ot Poplar Street for one at Elm Street.

-G

.4J;;§




Zn looking over the mep filed 1p this proceelding, 4t ic
noted that in the zouth half of the city the'graae crossings over
2acific IZlectric Railway Company®s tracks exist ot freguent inter=
vels, there beirg five streets which cross these tracks within o dig=
tance of a half mile betweon Main Street and Olive Street. The evi-
aenc6 shows that the volume of trcffic passing over the railééaa A
soze of these erossings iz comparctively light and the gquestion might.
well be rzisel as Yo whether or not there is sufficient pudlic necez~
sity'to Justify the continumce of all of these crossings buh‘the Puo=~.
sent proceeding aces 20t appear to be o proper one in which to determ;né
thet question. | | J

Toere remains the matter of protection to be provided ot the
Zln Street‘crossing. The view is somewiat obstructe& on the ezst side
of the trick and the hézard v this crossing is furtheé 1ncréaaea due
to the Zfact that the west branchrof Wilmingtor Street i: an important
paved higaway artery located parsllel with amd immediately west of
The trecks, and 2lso tae fact that Elx Street i3 o comparatively narrow

street. Ls thls {5 an important high-cpeed railroad, it sppesrs that

this crossing, i{f constructed, chould de protecté& by an aubtomatic Ilag;

noL.
The nap accompanying the application shows the proposed grade
of appyroach on the west cide of the raoilroad o be cix per cent. This
rate of grode ics considered excessive under the'péevailingfoonditiéns;
and the following order will provide for 2 lesser groade fof'this'ajg3
Proach. . | | -
The Zollowing Lorxm of orxler is recommended, which‘prbposes

to grant this application:
gz

e City of Comptom, having Piled the adove entitled applica-

tion with the Railroxd Commizzion for permission 40 construct IZlx Street

&t grode across Racific Dlectric Railwey Company’s tracks within,said
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civy, & pudlic hearing having been held, the Commission being appriszed
of the fuctz, the mavter hdving been duly submitted aund now being ready‘
for decision,

IT IS TEREBY TOTUXND AS A ?ACT that pnblic convenience and nec=

szity require the gr«nming of thiz applic tion. therefore, 4
IT IS EXZREBY ORDERED thot pernission ool authority de amd it |

13 heredy granted to the City of Compton, County of Loz Augeles, Stzte
of Califormia, %o consbruct Elm Street at grode across tﬁe trackﬂuor'
Paclific Electric Ruilway Compony, &c ;hown on the map: attached to the
2opplication, zaid crossing'to Ye constructed subject to the *ollowing\
conditions, namely: | |

(l)' The'entire expense of constructing the cbossing shali be
Yorze by aéplicdnt. The cost of maintenance of said‘crossing wpy to
lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails chall be borne by app’*-
cent. The meintenance of “hat portion of the crossing between lines’ two
(2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be borne by Pacific Zloctri
Reilway Company. No portion of the cost herein assessed'té applicant fo:;
the construction or miintenmce of caid crossing'shall be'assosaea_by
applicant, in any maxaner w otsoever; to the ogerétive,property'ofrPaci-
fic Dectric Railway Company. 7' U |

(2} The cbossing shall be constructed of a widin not less
than twent&-fou& (24) feet and at an angle of ninety (90) degrees to +the

rafiiroad, and % itﬁ géades oL approach not greater thaﬁ *ive'(S) pexr caﬁt;

shall be comstrucied substantially in accordance with S andara X0 4, 235
specifigd in General Oxler No. 72 of tris Commission; s@all be protected
3 d suitable orossing cign, anld shill in every wiy be ?ade safe Zor thé
rassage taereon of vehicles and other »oad traffic.

(3) Applicant shall, within thirty (80) doys thereafter,
notify thls Commicsion, in writing, of vhe completion of tae 1342120

.‘cio:;x of zald crossing.
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(4) 4n auwbomatic flagmun sholl be installed for the protection
o said crossing ut the sole expense of applicent, sald automatic flag~
man Y0 be of a type ond installed in accordance with »lens or data ap—-
»roved by the Commisslion. The mointenance of sald flognan sacll be
borne by RDacific Electric Rhilway Conpany.

(5) If said croscing shall not have been ins stalled within
‘one year from the date of this order, the auxhorization herein granted
shall then lapue and decome void, uwnless rurther time is granted by
subsequent order. ' |

(6) The Commission reserves the right to make such Iurthér
orders relétive‘to the location, comstruction, oberation;_matntenance
and protedt;on of sald crossing as to it may seem right and yropé:;‘ana
Yo revoke itc permission if, 4in 1its Judgment, the public convegience
and necessity demamd such action.

The cuthority herein granted shall become effective ox the

dave hereof.

Dated at San Frunci sco, Califormia, this n3242”ff d@& of
Decenber, 1925,

Commissioners.




